
 

 

 
 

 

MARCH 26, 2023 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

MARCH 26, 2023 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome – Kelly Sasser 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Procession of the Cross 

Prelude: “Hymn” .................................................................................... Douglas E. Wagner 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister: Have you ever felt washed up, brittle, worn-down to the bone? 

People: Have you ever felt grief lay heavy on your back? 

Minister: Have you ever felt like hope was out of reach? 

People: Have you ever wondered, can these bones live? 

Minister: If you have, then you are in the right place, for this is God’s house.  

People: Hope lives here. 

Minister: So, let us come and rest our weary bones and be renewed. 

*Hymn 517: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” .................................................. BEECHER 

Preschoolers and kindergartners are invited to follow volunteers to Second Hour Ministry.    

Parents, please accompany children to the vestibule and complete a sign-in form.  

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister: Friends, there is nothing that we have to keep hidden from God – not our anger, 

our grief, or the ways in which we have fallen short. In confession, we speak 

honestly and are met with grace. So let us not hold back. Let us bring our full selves 

to this prayer, knowing that God is already running to meet us. We offer our prayers 

of confession, first in silence. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence  

____________________________________________ 
*Please stand in body or in spirit.   



Corporate Confession: God of consolation and compassion, our days are often filled with 

weary souls and heavy hearts. When we experience the pain of loss, the uncertainty of 

change, the depths of despair, it is hard not to believe these things have more power 

than anything else. We slip into believing that they have the final word, that they are 

all that is finally true. Forgive us God and inspire us with your power to bring forth 

life beyond our comprehension. Remind us of the reality of new life, of resurrection, 

of limitless possibility. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer – Esther Soud Parker 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Old Testament: Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon: “Living Hope” 

Silence 

Hymn 259: “Spirit of the Living God” (sung through twice)  ........................... LIVING GOD 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: If we want to know you, Generous God, we must see you in those all  

  around us.     

People: If we want to serve you, we must share that which is most important to us, 

even our material resources, so that blessings of hope and life might be 

offered to those in need and the world be filled with your love. 

Receiving Gifts 

We invite you to consider how you might share your time, talents, and resources  

to support programs and activities that sustain and challenge our congregation,  

promote justice, and expand our care for others in Durham and beyond.  

You are invited to give online at www.wattsstreet.org, to use the QR code in the Watts Street Weekly, 

or to place your offering in the baskets near the exits at the conclusion of the service. 

 

 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


Anthem: “O, My God, Bestow Thy Tender Mercy” .................Giovanni Battista Pergolesi 

O, my God, bestow Thy tender mercy. Blot out my transgressions; cleanse my sin. Restore 

me, forgive me, uphold me; From all my sins, O hide Thy face. O, hear me, I cry to Thee. 

Hear Thou my prayer. Cast me not away. Take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. My mouth shall 

show forth Thy praise.  (Psalm 51) 

*People sing: “Love Will Be Our Lenten Calling” ................................................. PICARDY 

Love will be our Lenten calling, love to shake and shatter sin, 

waking every closed, cold spirit, stirring new life deep within, 

till the quickened heart remembers what our Easter birth can mean. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 254: “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” ..................................................... TRENTHAM 

Benediction 

The Cross Leads Us into the World 

Postlude: “O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High” ................................... Paul Manz 

Please remain seated until the conclusion of the postlude. 
 

Liturgist: Esther Soud Parker 

 

 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Claire Dillashaw, Ministerial 

Intern; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Congregational 

Life; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth and Community Life; Renee Street, Custodian; Bobby Sturdivant, 

Sexton; Cara Valenti, Children and Youth Music Director; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries 

 

 

 



Cover Art: Rubble by Carmelle Beaugelin; © a sanctified art | sanctifiedart.org. Inspired by Ezekiel 37:1-

14; Conté crayon, charcoal, acrylic, paprika paste, cinnamon; It has been over a decade since my family in 

Haiti experienced the most traumatic earthquake in the nation’s history. If you were to Google, “Haiti” and 

“earthquake,” images of collapsed concrete and rubble would emerge. The most disturbing images are 

those of survivors, covered in white and gray ash and rubble, reaching out for rescuers to salvage them 

from collapsed buildings. Endless images are found on the internet of arms stretched out, identity-less faces 

of horror covered in soot, and faces frozen into expressions of despair by the spectating photographer’s 

lens. When I think of Ezekiel and the story of the dry bones, I think of those images. I’ve often heard 

sermons where pastors position God’s people as the prophet to call the world into life, but what about 

God’s people who are, as the bones, facing the despair of death? Their suffering is theologized away by 

those who consider themselves the righteous “Ezekiels” of the world, whose privilege weighs heavy on the 

bones of the suffering, like the concrete rubble in Haiti. Rubble speaks to the realities of being made alive 

and yet not being allowed to live—a nameless multitude of God’s people resurrected yet still bearing the 

scent of burial spices on their bodies. Who are we in this story? Are we the bones seeking life? Do we 

perceive ourselves as spectators of suffering? Or will we choose to be participants in healing as active 

agents of God’s resurrecting power out of the rubble? 

Call to Worship: Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed; A Sanctified Art LLC; sanctifiedart.org, alt 

Hymn Credits: © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-700000. All rights reserved. 

Music Credits: Prelude: © 2016 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Postlude: © 1980 Concordia 

Publishing House. All rights reserved. Anthem: © 1976, Carl Fischer, Inc., All Rights Reserved. Used by 

permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-700000. All rights reserved. 
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JOURNEY INWARD

Welcome to all who worship with us today! 

Whether you are with us in the sanctuary or 

watching on your computer from home, we 

gladly say, Thank God you are here! If 

you’re visiting or interested in joining the 

church, you are invited to email Dorisanne 

at dorisanne@wattsstreet.org and she’ll be 

delighted to speak with you.  

If you’re worshipping with us online, we 

invite you to gather these items near your 

computer: the worship bulletin, a Bible, and 

a candle to light with us at the beginning of 

the service. The Livestream Service 

begins at 11 a.m. on the Watts Street 

Baptist Church Facebook page or 

https://vimeo.com/user113739534. You can 

watch the service in “real time” or later.  

Second Hour Ministry is available for 

Infants, Preschoolers and Kindergartners in 

the preschool area on the ground floor or on 

the playground (weather permitting) during 

the worship hour. Children gather in the 

sanctuary for worship and leave with 

volunteers after the first hymn. Parents, 

please complete sign-in form each week. 

Let’s Celebrate!  This year marks 100 

years that Watts Street Baptist Church has 

been in existence! 100 years of God’s 

people meeting together at the corner of 

Watts and Urban, seeking the path of 

following Jesus together – caring, risking, 

questioning, worshipping, and so much 

more. As we celebrate this 100th year we 

want to reflect the beautiful Dag 

Hammarskjöld quote, “For all that has 

been, thanks! To all that shall be, yes!” To 

that end, part of our celebration this year is 

dedicating different months to the 

THANKS and YES of our various 

ministries.  

During the months of February and March, 

our focus is THANKS and YES…Faith 

Formation!  Highlights include the Youth 

Discipleship Classes, the Adult Education 

Retreat with Dr. Lauren Winner, March 

Forums, a Lenten focus entitled, “Seeking: 

Honest Questions for Deeper Faith”, and 

the premiere of “Let Us Walk in God’s 

Light” (Sherry Blevins), the anthem based 

on Micah 6:8 and commissioned in honor 

of Watts Street’s 100th anniversary! 

Please visit www.wattsstreet.org for a 

calendar of Centennial events and some 

wonderful ways you can be part of this 

celebration year! 

WSBC Financial Ministry Plan Report 

Weekly Revenue: $14,626 

Year to Date Income: $227,309 

2023 Ministry Plan Budget Goal: $904,695 

WSBC Online Giving Options: 

Text: https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving 

Website: https://wattsstreet.org/give-wsbc/ 

https://wattsstreetbaptistchurch.sharepoint.com/sites/Staff/Shared%20Documents/Bulletins/2022%20Bulletins/dorisanne@wattsstreet.org
https://vimeo.com/user113739534
http://www.wattsstreet.org/
https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving
https://wattsstreet.org/give-wsbc/


 
 

 

 

 

  

 

JOURNEY OUTWARD

Our March/April Mission Basket collection 

supports El Futuro, a non-profit outpatient 

clinic that provides comprehensive mental 

health services for Latino families. We are 

collecting clothing for infants, toddlers, and 

elementary school aged children (any and all 

sizes welcome). Donations can be dropped off 

in the Mission Baskets outside the church 

library by April 30. Thank you for your 

support!  

Walltown Food Bank:  Watts Street 

volunteers are needed for sorting/bagging food 

on Monday, March 27 (11:00 am – 2:00 pm) 

and food delivery on Thursday, March 30 

(11:00 am – 1:00 pm). The Food Bank serves 

150 food insecure seniors and disabled 

residents each month. Please contact Bob 

Kruhm, at robertkruhm@gmail.com or 919-

699-6226 for details. Visit the Walltown 

Neighborhood Ministries web page to sign-up. 

Confronting Anti-Semitism: Tuesday, 

March 28, 6 pm at St. Joseph’s AME 

Church (2521 Fayetteville St.).  Come 

connect and learn about anti-Semitism and 

its impact in our city: a collaboration 

between DCIA, St. Joseph’s AME, Beth-El 

Synagogue, and Judea Reform. Panelists 

include Dr. Ellen Davis, Dr. Abdullah 

Antepli, and others. 

Durham CAN has established four Action 

Teams: Affordable Housing, Poverty, Gun 

Violence and Public Transportation. Watts 

Street has representation on each team. If you 

are interested in participating in an Action 

Team, you can email office@durhamcan.org 

with your name, church affiliation, and the 

team you would like to join. Durham CAN 

welcomes all who are dedicated to equitable 

changes in Durham. Contact Bob Kruhm at 

robertkruhm@gmail.com for more 

information. 

 

 
Join “Team Watts Street” 

for the Durham CROP Hunger Walk! 
Sunday, April 2 

Join with thousands of people from the 

community to raise awareness and resources 

to reduce hunger in Durham and around the 

world. (The fund-raiser supports the efforts 

of Church World Service and Durham 

Congregations in Action.) Our team will 

walk from the church parking lot to Duke 

Chapel and back. To join or sponsor “Team 

Watts Street”, click here.  Questions? 

Contact our team captains, Sarah Hanchey, 

Henry Mitchell, and Clay Chandler, or email 

kelly@wattsstreet.org. 
 

https://elfuturo-nc.org/
mailto:robertkruhm@gmail.com
https://www.walltownneighborhoodministries.org/food-ministry-sign-ups
https://www.walltownneighborhoodministries.org/food-ministry-sign-ups
mailto:office@durhamcan.org
mailto:robertkruhm@gmail.com
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2023/team/watts-street-baptist-church
mailto:kelly@wattsstreet.org


From the WSBC Creation Care Ministry: 
The slides and video of the webinar, 

"Reducing Our Impact on God's Creation", 

are available on the church website.  This 

webinar is an outstanding resource for 

anyone in the Durham area and helps clarify 

what to recycle and where to take items.  

You will learn about more options than you 

can imagine exist because of some creative 

people and businesses in Durham.  

Green Lent: Three traditional practices 

promoted at WSBC that are taken up with 

renewed vigor during Lent are prayer 

(justice with God), fasting (justice toward 

self), and almsgiving and social action 

(justice toward neighbor). The Creation Care 

Ministry hopes you will add some creation 

care practices to your toolbox in order to 

deepen your Lenten experience. In the pew 

racks, you will find cards that list possible 

challenges of concrete things that you and 

your child(ren) might pledge to do over the 

next weeks/month/year that could help 

God's creation. We hope you will choose 

something that you are not already doing. 

For online versions of the Creation Care 

Lenten Challenge pledge card and a Green 

Lent daily devotional guide, visit: 

https://wattsstreet.org/green-lent-challenge 

Creation Care Tip: Compost instead of 

Landfill Trash. We are fortunate that we 

can bring our food scraps from home and 

empty them into the labeled CompostNow 

Bins conveniently located behind our 

Mission House. The contents of the Bins are 

collected each week by CompostNow, a 

partner company. They process it into a 

product which has many good destinations, 

including our own church grounds. Please 

use special care when gathering items for 

the compost bins. Plastic bags should never 

be put into the CompostNow bins. 

Alliance of Baptists Annual Gathering  

To Set the Captives Free 

April 21-23 

Oakhurst Baptist Church, Atlanta, GA 

https://allianceofbaptists.org/events/annualg

athering2023/ 

If you plan to attend the Annual Gathering, 

contact Esther Soud Parker. 

CBFNC Hospitality and Housing Summit 

Saturday, April 29 

8:30 – 4 p.m. 

Trinity Baptist Church, Raleigh 

A call to embrace our neighbors as our 

friends through community engagement, 

listening, learning, and empowering local 

stakeholders.  Register at: 

https://cbfnc.networkforgood.com 

 

JOURNEY TOGETHER

Usher Volunteers Needed: After a three 

year break due to Covid-19, we are now 

ready to resume passing the offering plates 

during worship.  We are looking for a team 

of volunteers to collect the offering on 

Sunday mornings. If you are interested in 

being an usher, please contact Cathy 

Brennan or Esther Soud Parker for more 

information.  

Free Books! “The Love of Learning and the 

Desire for God” is the theme as Watts Street 

Baptist Church announces a Theological 

Book Table available from March 12th 

through 26th in the Fellowship Hall at the 

church. Free books are available in the areas 

of Christian Living, Theology, Church 

History, Biblical Studies, and Practical 

Theology. Two well-seasoned and well-read 

https://wattsstreet.org/creation-care-ministry-webinar.../
https://wattsstreet.org/green-lent-challenge/
https://allianceofbaptists.org/events/annualgathering2023/
https://allianceofbaptists.org/events/annualgathering2023/
https://cbfnc.networkforgood.com/


seminary grads (Princeton Seminary ’78 and 

Duke Div. ’20) are reorganizing their 

libraries.  – Michael Arges 

Choir news: Starting Palm Sunday, the 

Chancel choir has decided to go mask 

optional. If anyone would like to join the 

choir going forward, we would love to have 

you.  We do ask, however, that you are up to 

date with the most current covid vaccine.   

Movie Matinee, Wednesday, April 5 at 1 

pm in Room 102.  The Enchanted April is a 

whimsical, delightfully styled period piece 

perfect for any moviegoer looking for a 

magical and enchanting experience with 

happy endings. Directed by Mike Newell, 

the award-winning 1991 film (with three 

Academy Award nominations) tells the tale 

of four women in 1920s England who, tired 

of their mundane lives in London, escape to 

a charming seaside villa in Italy (a small 

medieval Italian castle called San Salvatore) 

for April.  

Holy Week Services at Watts Street:  As 

we move through this sacred week, we 

invite you to join us for these opportunities 

for worship, reflection, and community. 

Palm Sunday, April 2: 11:00 a.m. in the 

Sanctuary.  We begin our Holy Week 

journey by waving our palm branches as we 

remember Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem.   

Maundy Thursday, April 6: Maundy 

Thursday takes its name from the Latin Dies 

Mandati, the day of the commandment, 

referring to Jesus’ commandment that the 

disciples love one another. 

5:00 p.m. in the Chapel.  A foot washing 

service will take place in the chapel.  This 

service is especially good for families with 

young children, but all ages are invited.   

5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  We’ll 

gather around tables for supper and then a 

brief service of communion to help us 

connect with the Maundy Thursday story. 

Good Friday, April 7: 6:30 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary.  Through hymns, reading, 

silence, and confession, we commemorate 

the death of Jesus. This service echoes the 

ancient tradition of Tenebrae with the 

extinguishing of candles as the Passion story 

is read. The service ends in darkness, 

reminding us of Jesus’ death and removal 

from our sight for three days.   

Easter Sunday, April 9: 11:00 a.m. in the 

Sanctuary.  We gather on the day of the 

Resurrection, celebrating and anticipating an 

encounter with the Risen Lord!  Everyone is 

invited to bring fresh flowers for the 

decorating of the Easter Cross.  We’ll ring 

our Alleluia bells, sing Handel’s “Hallelujah 

Chorus”, and celebrate the baptisms of 

Richie Freeman, Lucy Hanchey, Ike 

Mitchell, Wren Sasser, Alayna Smith, Adam 

Tatum, and CC Van Meter.  During the 

service, we’ll also collect a special Easter 

Sunday offering for Doctors Without 

Borders’ efforts to provide earthquake relief 

in Syria and Turkey.      

Register Now for the  

41st Annual WSBC  

All Ages Beach Retreat!  
Friday, April 14 – Sunday, April 16 

Fort Caswell, Oak Island, NC 

Join us for this wonderful tradition in a 

beautiful location with lots of opportunities 

to connect with your church friends or enjoy 

a personal retreat!  Our retreat theme is 

“Watts Your Story? Watts, Our Story!” As 

we celebrate Watts Street’s 100th 

anniversary, we’ll share church stories (both 

funny and profound) with each other and 

explore how our individual stories and 

community stories connect with God’s Story 



(Deuteronomy 6:4-9). Come prepared to 

share, listen, laugh, and learn together!  

There will also be lots of free time to rock 

on the porch, take a swim in the ocean, 

make a sand castle, take a long walk on the 

beach, climb an old oak tree, explore the 

forts, fly a kite on the parade ground, join a 

game of kickball, check out a seafood 

restaurant, explore the shops at Southport, 

play, relax, read, etc. There’s something for 

everyone! Click on this link for registration 

information, retreat schedule, driving 

directions, restaurant suggestions, and more! 

Note: Last day to sign up 

is Sunday, April 2! 

 

https://wattsstreet.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=49556dd95c7e93bb2d7fa1c39&id=3b26095356&e=2006e1c56a


 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

Sunday, March 26 

 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 

 11:00 a.m. Worship – Sara Robb-Scott 

preaching 

 4:00 p.m. Enneagram & Mindfulness 

Group, Zoom 

 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir, Choir Room 

 4:30 p.m. Youth Group, Fellowship Hall 

and Youth Room 

Monday, March 27 

 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts, Fellowship Hall 

 7:00 p.m. Boys Scouts, Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, March 28 

 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting, Library 

 6:30 p.m. Church Council, Zoom 

Wednesday, March 29 

 9:30 a.m. Staff Ministers Mtg., Rm 102 

 1:00 p.m. Garden Club, Urban Ave 

parking lot 

 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 

Choir Room 

Sunday, April 2 – PALM SUNDAY 

 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 

 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper 

preaching 

 12:30 p.m. Durham CROP Hunger Walk, 

Urban Ave parking lot 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
April 2 Palm Sunday 

April 2 Durham CROP Walk 

April 6 Maundy Thursday Service 

April 7 Good Friday Service 

April 9 Easter Sunday/Baptism 

Service 

April 14-16 All Ages Beach Retreat 

April 26 Watts on Wednesday 

May 20 Watts Street Community 

Connections Day 

May 21 Celebration and Service of 

Recommitment to WSBC’s 

Mission “Beyond our 

Walls”, Mel Williams, 

preaching 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

  


