
 
 

MARCH 19, 2023 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

MARCH 19, 2023 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

YOUTH SUNDAY 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome – Dorisanne Cooper 

Statement of Worship – Kelly Sasser 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Procession of the Cross 

Prelude: “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” ............................................. Richard Knight 

PRAISING GOD 

Youth Sing: “New Day” ...................................................................................... Andy Park 

Call to Worship  

Minister:  Scripture is full of questions… 

People:   Where are you? 

Minister:  Am I my brother’s keeper? 

People:   Whom shall I send? 

Minister:  Who do you say that I am? 

People:   Who sinned? 

Minister:  How many times shall I forgive? 

People:   If God is for us, who can be against us? 

Minister:  Scripture is full of questions, so just like those in our scriptures, may we 

bring our full curiosity and wonder into this space. 

People:  Let us ask and seek after our merciful God. 

 

 

_____________________________________________ 
*Please stand in body or in spirit.   



*Hymn 595: “Be Thou My Vision” ............................................................................. SLANE 

Preschoolers and kindergartners are invited to follow volunteers to Second Hour Ministry.    

Parents, please accompany children to the vestibule and complete a sign-in form.  

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Youth:  In today’s text, the disciples ask Jesus, “Who sinned?” They want to know who 

around them could be blamed for suffering. They want to identify who around them 

had done wrong. In the prayer of confession, we stop pointing fingers at others. In 

confession, we turn our attention toward ourselves and invite God into that honest and 

vulnerable space. Let us do this counter-cultural action today and offer together our 

prayers of confession, first in silence. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence  

Corporate Confession:  O God, we confess that we fail to question our own sightlessness.  

Being so sure that we “see,” we often miss the truths you would teach us. Open our 

eyes to our own misunderstandings, our own prejudices, our own failures. Bring us 

into the light of your grace so that we can see ourselves clearly and worship you with 

humility and truth.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Morning Prayer 

Youth Sing: “10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)” .......................Angrisano, Myrin, Redman 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: John 9:1-41 – Youth Readers 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Reflections: “How Were Your Eyes Opened?”  

Silence 

Hymn: “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus” (see insert) ................................................. LEMMEL 

 

 

 



OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Youth: “If we knew how to listen to God, if we knew how to look around 

us, our whole life would become prayer. For it unfolds under 

God’s eyes and no part of it must be lived without being freely 

offered to him.”  (Michel Quoist)  

People:   With new eyes of faith, let us see God’s good work in the world 

and bring our tithes and offerings with gladness and gratitude. 

Receiving Gifts 

We invite you to consider how you might share your time, talents, and resources  

to support programs and activities that sustain and challenge our congregation,  

promote justice, and expand our care for others in Durham and beyond.  

You are invited to give online at www.wattsstreet.org, to use the QR code in the Watts Street Weekly, 

or to place your offering in the baskets near the exits at the conclusion of the service. 

Youth Sing: “The Revolution”................................................................... David Burroughs 

*People sing: “Love Will Be Our Lenten Calling” ................................................ PICARDY 

Love will be our Lenten calling, love to shake and shatter sin, 

waking every closed, cold spirit, stirring new life deep within, 

till the quickened heart remembers what our Easter birth can mean. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

Invitation  

*Hymn 586: “Open My Eyes, That I May See” ............................................. OPEN MY EYES 

Benediction 

The Cross Leads Us into the World 

Postlude: “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” .............................Charles Villiers Stanford 

Please remain seated until the conclusion of the postlude. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


Litanies: Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed; A Sanctified Art LLC; sanctifiedart.org 

Hymn Credits: © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-700000. All rights reserved. 

Additional Hymn Credit:  “Turn Your Eyes”: © 2010. Celebrating Grace, Inc., All Rights Reserved. 

Music Credits:  Prelude: © 1993, Kevin Mayhew Ltd., All Rights Reserved.  Postlude Public Domain.  

Hymn 595: Setting by Karen Keene, © 1980, Harold Flammer, Inc., All Rights Reserved.   

Youth Songs: “New Day”, music and words by Andy Park, published by Vineyard worship.  Used with 

permission from the composer.  “10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)”: © 2011 Shout! Publishing, sixsteps 

Music, Said and Done Music and Thankyou Music (PRS), admin. in the United States and Canada at 

EMICMGPUBLISHING.com, Thankyou Music admin. Worldwide.  Livestreamed with permission under 

ONE LICENSE, License #A-700000. All rights reserved.  “The Revolution” by David Burroughs, © 2015, 

Passport, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 

Hymn Note: Hymn 586: The first woman to publish a collection of her own anthems, this author/composer 

has created in this hymn a sung prayer for illumination.  It not only asks God to help us understand 

Scripture but also prays for the strength and courage to make God’s love known to others.  (Hymn Note 

from Glory to God, © 2013 Westminster John Knox Press, All Rights Reserved.) 

 
 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Claire Dillashaw, Ministerial 

Intern; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Congregational 

Life; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth and Community Life; Renee Street, Custodian; Bobby Sturdivant, 

Sexton; Cara Valenti, Children and Youth Music Director; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries 
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MARCH 12, 2023 

JOURNEY INWARD

Welcome to all who worship with us today! 

Whether you are with us in the sanctuary or 

watching on your computer from home, we 

gladly say, Thank God you are here! If 

you’re visiting or interested in joining the 

church, you are invited to email Dorisanne 

at dorisanne@wattsstreet.org and she’ll be 

delighted to speak with you.  

If you’re worshipping with us online, we 

invite you to gather these items near your 

computer: the worship bulletin, a Bible, and 

a candle to light with us at the beginning of 

the service. The Livestream Service 

begins at 11 a.m. on the Watts Street 

Baptist Church Facebook page or 

https://vimeo.com/user113739534. You can 

watch the service in “real time” or later.  

Today is Youth Sunday! Our High School 

seniors offer reflections and youth group 

members lead our prayers, readings, and 

songs. Our worship theme is “How Were 

Your Eyes Opened?” based on John 9:1-41.  

As we worship today, we invite you to 

consider how encountering Jesus might 

lead us to see ourselves, our neighbors, and 

the world in a new light.   

Second Hour Ministry is available for 

Infants, Preschoolers and Kindergartners in 

the preschool area on the ground floor 

during the worship hour. Children gather in 

the sanctuary for worship and leave with 

volunteers after the first hymn. Parents, 

please complete sign-in form each week. 

Let’s Celebrate!  This year marks 100 

years that Watts Street Baptist Church has 

been in existence! 100 years of God’s 

people meeting together at the corner of 

Watts and Urban, seeking the path of 

following Jesus together – caring, risking, 

questioning, worshipping, and so much 

more. As we celebrate this 100th year we 

want to reflect the beautiful Dag 

Hammarskjöld quote, “For all that has 

been, thanks! To all that shall be, yes!” To 

that end, part of our celebration this year is 

dedicating different months to the 

THANKS and YES of our various 

ministries.  

During the months of February and March, 

our focus is THANKS and YES…Faith 

Formation!  Highlights include the Youth 

Discipleship Classes, the Adult Education 

Retreat with Dr. Lauren Winner, March 

Forums, a Lenten focus entitled, “Seeking: 

Honest Questions for Deeper Faith”, and 

the premiere of “Let Us Walk in God’s 

Light” (Sherry Blevins), the anthem based 

on Micah 6:8 and commissioned in honor 

of Watts Street’s 100th anniversary! 

Please visit www.wattsstreet.org for a 

calendar of Centennial events and some 

https://wattsstreetbaptistchurch.sharepoint.com/sites/Staff/Shared%20Documents/Bulletins/2022%20Bulletins/dorisanne@wattsstreet.org
https://vimeo.com/user113739534
http://www.wattsstreet.org/


wonderful ways you can be part of this 

celebration year! 

Watts on Wednesday: Join us this 

Wednesday, March 22, for dinner and a 

program, “How Is It with Your Soul?” 

We’ll serve the meal at 5:30 p.m. and eat 

together in the Fellowship Hall. Menu: 

chicken, vegetables, salad, rolls, and dessert 

(vegetarian option available). There will be 

a brief program in the chapel at 6:30 p.m. 

We’ll have activities for children during the 

program. Cost for supper is $7 for adults 

and $3 for children under 12. Please RSVP 

on Realm (or by emailing the church office) 

by Tuesday, March 21. Never RSVP’d on 

Realm before? Just go to your Realm app 

and find the event under “News” and click 

Register.  

WSBC Financial Ministry Plan Report 

Weekly Revenue: $11,553 

Year to Date Income: $212,683 

2023 Ministry Plan Budget Goal: $904,695 

WSBC Online Giving Options: 

Text: https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving 

Website: https://wattsstreet.org/give-wsbc/ 

 
 

 

 

JOURNEY OUTWARD

Our March/April Mission Basket collection 

supports El Futuro, a non-profit outpatient 

clinic that provides comprehensive mental 

health services for Latino families. We are 

collecting clothing for infants, toddlers, and 

elementary school aged children (any and all 

sizes welcome).  Donations can be dropped off 

in the Mission Baskets outside the church 

library by April 30. Thank you for your 

support!  

Reality Ministries: Watts Streeters are 

invited to Reality Ministries' Community 

Worship on Monday, March 20 from 7-8 

p.m. at the Reality Center (916 Lamond 

Ave.)  Come out for a family-friendly hour 

of worship led by Reality friends of all 

abilities.  All are welcome! 

 

DCIA (Durham Congregations In Action) 

holds its monthly assembly on Tuesday, 

March 21, 11:45 am at Eno River Unitarian 

Universalist Fellowship (4907 Garrett 

Road).  This month’s presentation is on the 

Immigrant Solidarity Fund and continued 

discussions on how faith communities can 

respond to gun violence in Durham. 

The Religious Coalition for a Non-Violent 

Durham invites all to a Community 

Luncheon Roundtable on Thursday, March 

23 at noon in the fellowship hall of 

Elizabeth Street UMC (1209 N. Elizabeth 

Street). Representatives from Durham’s 

Community Safety Department will share 

about their work expanding our options for 

responding to neighbors in crisis. During the 

last year, Community Safety has launched 

four different HEART (Holistic Empathetic 

Assistance Response Teams) initiatives that 

https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving
https://wattsstreet.org/give-wsbc/
https://elfuturo-nc.org/
https://realityministriesinc.org/community-worship/
https://realityministriesinc.org/community-worship/
https://nonviolentdurham.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6f89c7242c0f1884b7c667fff&id=93a016ebea&e=d024ac0a05


leverage our 9-1-1 system to provide 

alternative community response to situations 

such as mental health crises and quality of 

life concerns. Lunch is free and all are 

welcome! 

Walltown Food Bank:  Watts Street 

volunteers are needed for sorting/bagging food 

on Monday, March 26 (11:00 am – 2:00 pm) 

and food delivery on Thursday, March 30 

(11:00 am – 1:00 pm). The Food Bank serves 

150 food insecure seniors and disabled 

residents each month. Please contact Bob 

Kruhm, at robertkruhm@gmail.com or 919-

699-6226 for details. Visit the Walltown 

Neighborhood Ministries web page to sign-up. 

Confronting Anti-Semitism: Tuesday, 

March 28, 6 pm at St. Joseph’s AME 

Church (2521 Fayetteville St.).  Come 

connect and learn about anti-Semitism and 

its impact in our city: a collaboration 

between DCIA, St. Joseph’s AME, Beth-El 

Synagogue, and Judea Reform. Panelists 

include Dr. Ellen Davis, Dr. Abdullah 

Antepli, and others. 

Durham CAN has established four Action 

Teams: Affordable Housing, Poverty, Gun 

Violence and Public Transportation. Watts 

Street has representation on each team. If you 

are interested in participating in an Action 

Team, you can email office@durhamcan.org 

with your name, church affiliation, and the 

team you would like to join. Durham CAN 

welcomes all who are dedicated to equitable 

changes in Durham. Contact Bob Kruhm at 

robertkruhm@gmail.com for more 

information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Join “Team Watts Street” 

for the Durham CROP Hunger Walk! 
Sunday, April 2 

Join with thousands of people from the 

community to raise awareness and resources 

to reduce hunger in Durham and around the 

world. (The fund-raiser supports the efforts 

of Church World Service and Durham 

Congregations in Action.) Our team will 

walk from the church parking lot to Duke 

Chapel and back. To join or sponsor “Team 

Watts Street”, click here.  Questions? 

Contact our team captains, Sarah Hanchey, 

Henry Mitchell, and Clay Chandler, or email 

kelly@wattsstreet.org. 
 

Bull City Fair Trade (formerly One World 

Market) is a fair-trade store on 9th Street. It 

began in the fellowship hall of Watts Street 

Baptist Church and has grown so much that 

in 2022, the store sold approximately 

$500,000 worth of crafts made by low-

income artisans. If you are interested in 

volunteering at the store or serving on the 

Bull City Fair Trade Board of Directors, 

please contact Jan Williams 

(jan.adams.williams@gmail.com)  or Steve 

Booth (spbooth007@gmail.com). 

From the WSBC Creation Care Ministry: 
The slides and video of last week’s webinar, 

"Reducing Our Impact on God's Creation", 

are available on the church website.  This 

webinar is an outstanding resource for 

anyone in the Durham area and helps clarify 

what to recycle and where to take items.  

You will learn about more options than you 

mailto:robertkruhm@gmail.com
https://www.walltownneighborhoodministries.org/food-ministry-sign-ups
https://www.walltownneighborhoodministries.org/food-ministry-sign-ups
mailto:office@durhamcan.org
mailto:robertkruhm@gmail.com
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2023/team/watts-street-baptist-church
mailto:kelly@wattsstreet.org
mailto:jan.adams.williams@gmail.com
mailto:spbooth007@gmail.com
https://wattsstreet.org/creation-care-ministry-webinar.../


can imagine exist because of some creative 

people and businesses in Durham.  

Green Lent: Three traditional practices 

promoted at WSBC that are taken up with 

renewed vigor during Lent are prayer 

(justice with God), fasting (justice toward 

self), and almsgiving and social action 

(justice toward neighbor). The Creation Care 

Ministry hopes you will add some creation 

care practices to your toolbox in order to 

deepen your Lenten experience. In the pew 

racks, you will find cards that list possible 

challenges of concrete things that you and 

your child(ren) might pledge to do over the 

next weeks/month/year that could help 

God's creation. We hope you will choose 

something that you are not already doing. 

For online versions of the Creation Care 

Lenten Challenge pledge card and a Green 

Lent daily devotional guide, visit: 

https://wattsstreet.org/green-lent-challenge 

Creation Care Tip: Compost instead of 

Landfill Trash. We are fortunate that we 

can bring our food scraps from home and 

empty them into the labeled CompostNow 

Bins conveniently located behind our 

Mission House. The contents of the Bins are 

collected each week by CompostNow, a 

partner company. They process it into a 

product which has many good destinations, 

including our own church grounds. Please 

use special care when gathering items for 

the compost bins. Plastic bags should never 

be put into the CompostNow bins. 

 

CBFNC Annual Gathering 

“Living Together”  

March 23-24 

Ardmore Baptist Church, Winston-Salem 

https://cbfnc.org/annualgathering/ 

Alliance of Baptists Annual Gathering  

To Set the Captives Free 

April 21-23 

Oakhurst Baptist Church, Atlanta, GA 

https://allianceofbaptists.org/events/annualg

athering2023/ 

If you plan to attend an Annual Gathering, 

contact Esther Soud Parker. 

CBFNC Hospitality and Housing Summit 

Saturday, April 29 

8:30 – 4 p.m. 

Trinity Baptist Church, Raleigh 

A call to embrace our neighbors as our 

friends through community engagement, 

listening, learning, and empowering local 

stakeholders.  Register at: 

https://cbfnc.networkforgood.com 

 

 

 
 

JOURNEY TOGETHER

March Forums Conclude! The first three 

Sundays in March, the Adult Education 

Committee invites you to explore the 

following forums during Sunday School.  

Video recordings of the forums from March 

5 and 12 can be viewed at 

https://wattsstreet.org/march-forums/ 

 

March 19 

Deuteronomy: A Deep Well  

for our Wilderness 
led by Dr. Dan Day 

Room 102 (note new location) 

Jesus and the early church found 

Deuteronomy to be a deep well of wisdom 

for daily trials and for braving the new 

https://wattsstreet.org/green-lent-challenge/
https://cbfnc.org/annualgathering/
https://allianceofbaptists.org/events/annualgathering2023/
https://allianceofbaptists.org/events/annualgathering2023/
https://cbfnc.networkforgood.com/
https://wattsstreet.org/march-forums/


world of God’s “kin-dom.” Unfortunately, 

much of this book’s riches remains 

unexplored today--after all, it is Old 

Testament! However, a society and church 

seeking guidance in the wilderness of our 

post-covid world can learn much from 

“Moses” speaking from a previous 

wilderness. Bring your Bible and together 

we’ll try to translate his ancient words into 

contemporary relevance. 

Join Dan Day’s Forum via Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83218791209?pwd=K

29lU0Q1eTV1dTZJdHcrMlFrdktvQT09 

Meeting ID: 832 1879 1209 

Passcode: 926360 

March 19 

From Border(s) to the Triangle: 

Immigration and Christian Hospitality 

led by Marv Knox 

Fellowship Hall (note new location)  

What are the push-pull factors that cause 

people to risk everything for a shot at living 

in the United States? Immigration is one of 

the most important and polarizing issues of 

our day. The causes are complex, and the 

“cures” are contentious. Let’s talk about the 

immigrants—who they are, why they come, 

what has been happening to them. And let’s 

talk about how Christians can advocate for 

justice in the midst of chaos. 

Join Marv Knox’s Forum via Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82644778506?pwd=N

DZzNzFocDdJQ2k4dy9CYjJ2Vm5KZz09 

Meeting ID: 826 4477 8506 

Passcode: 114092 

 

Free Books! “The Love of Learning and the 

Desire for God” is the theme as Watts Street 

Baptist Church announces a Theological 

Book Table available from March 12th 

through 26th (note new dates) in the 

Fellowship Hall at the church. Free books 

are available in the areas of Christian 

Living, Theology, Church History, Biblical 

Studies, and Practical Theology. Two well-

seasoned and well-read seminary grads 

(Princeton Seminary ’78 and Duke Div. ’20) 

are reorganizing their libraries. 

– Michael Arges 

Choir news: Starting Palm Sunday, the 

Chancel choir has decided to go mask 

optional. If anyone would like to join the 

choir going forward, we would love to have 

you.  We do ask, however, that you are up to 

date with the most current covid vaccine.   

 

 
 

Register Now for the  

41st Annual WSBC  

All Ages Beach Retreat!  
Friday, April 14 – Sunday, April 16 

Fort Caswell, Oak Island, NC 

Join us for this wonderful tradition in a 

beautiful location with lots of opportunities 

to connect with your church friends or enjoy 

a personal retreat!  Our retreat theme is 

“Watts Your Story?  Watts, Our Story!”  As 

we celebrate Watts Street’s 100th 

anniversary, we’ll share church stories (both 

funny and profound) with each other and 

explore how our individual stories and 

community stories connect with God’s Story 

(Deuteronomy 6:4-9).  Come prepared to 

share, listen, laugh, and learn together!  

There will also be lots of free time to rock 

on the porch, take a swim in the ocean, 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83218791209?pwd=K29lU0Q1eTV1dTZJdHcrMlFrdktvQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83218791209?pwd=K29lU0Q1eTV1dTZJdHcrMlFrdktvQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82644778506?pwd=NDZzNzFocDdJQ2k4dy9CYjJ2Vm5KZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82644778506?pwd=NDZzNzFocDdJQ2k4dy9CYjJ2Vm5KZz09


make a sand castle, take a long walk on the 

beach, climb an old oak tree, explore the 

forts, fly a kite on the parade ground, join a 

game of kickball, check out a seafood 

restaurant, explore the shops at Southport, 

play, relax, read, etc.  There’s something for 

everyone!  Click on this link for registration 

information, retreat schedule, driving 

directions, restaurant suggestions, and more!   

Note: Last day to sign up is Sunday, April 2! 

 

https://wattsstreet.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=49556dd95c7e93bb2d7fa1c39&id=3b26095356&e=2006e1c56a


 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

Sunday, March 19  

 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 

 11:00 a.m. Worship – Youth Sunday 

 12:15 p.m. Gifts & Call Committee, 

Library 

 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir, Choir Room 

 4:30 p.m. Youth Group, Fellowship Hall 

and Youth Room 

Monday, March 20 

 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts, Fellowship Hall 

 7:00 p.m. Boys Scouts, Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, March 21 

 11:00 a.m. Sr. Adult Coordinating 

Council, Rm 102 

 12:00 p.m. Book Club, Rm 102 

 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting, Rm 102 

 7:00 p.m. Deacons Meeting, Zoom 

 7:00 p.m. Youth Education Ministry 

Committee, Youth Room 

Wednesday, March 22 

 9:30 a.m. Staff Ministers Mtg., Rm 102 

 5:45 p.m. Watts on Wednesday, 

Fellowship Hall 

 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 

Choir Room 

Thursday, March 23 

 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast, Elmo’s 

 6:00 p.m. Stewardship Committee, 

Zoom 

Sunday, March 26 

 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 

 11:00 a.m. Worship – Sara Robb-Scott 

preaching 

 4:00 p.m. Enneagram & Mindfulness 

Group, Zoom 

 4:00 p.m. Youth Choir, Choir Room 

 4:30 p.m. Youth Group, Fellowship Hall 

and Youth Room 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
March 22 Watts on Wednesday 

March 23 Youth Service/Learning at 

Parktown Food Hub 

April 2 Palm Sunday 

April 2 Durham CROP Walk 

April 6 Maundy Thursday Service 

April 7 Good Friday Service 

April 9 Easter Sunday/Baptism 

Service 

April 14-16 All Ages Beach Retreat 

April 26 Watts on Wednesday 

May 20 Watts Street Community 

Connections Day 

May 21 Celebration and Service of 

Recommitment to WSBC’s 

Mission “Beyond our 

Walls”, Mel Williams, 

preaching 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus 

 



 


