
 

 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 5, 2023 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

FEBRUARY 5, 2023 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light  

Prelude: “A Mighty Fortress” .................................................................... Johann Pachelbel 

PRAISING GOD 

Introit: “Alleluia” ......................................................... William Boyce, arr. Mark Schwizer 

Minister: Sheltering God, we come to worship you, because you are trustworthy. 

People: Hear us, O God, and answer our cries for help. 

Minister: Protecting God, we come to praise you, because you are our refuge and home. 

People: Help us to rest safely in the shadow of your presence. 

Minister: Rescuing God, we come to honor you, because you respond to our needs. 

People: May we find security in your grace. 

*Hymn 25: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” ...................................... LOBE DEN HERREN 

Preschoolers and kindergartners are invited to follow volunteers to Second Hour Ministry.    

Parents, please accompany children to the vestibule and complete a sign-in form.  

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister: The act of confessing is not simply a recitation of our faults and wrongs, but 

also an opportunity to receive God’s mercy and share in that abundant grace. 

Confident of God’s love for us, let us offer our prayers, first in silence. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence  

 

_____________________________________________ 
*Please stand in body or in spirit.   



Corporate Confession: God of tender mercies, we admit that sometimes we don’t know 

what to do with ourselves. We anger at the slightest insult and imagine great 

vengeance upon those who wronged us. We laze about in the good news of our faith 

and do not consider the deep commitment of faith. We care for ourselves but not for 

others. Forgive us, we pray. Forgive us, help us to repent, and make us whole. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer – Dorisanne Cooper 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Psalter: Psalm 91 – Claire Dillashaw 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon – The Rev. Dr. Lauren F. Winner 

Silence 

Hymn 542: “Jesus, Lover of My Soul” ........................................................ ABERYSTWYTH 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:   Through the offering of gifts, we become a more open people – open-minded 

in hearing God’s word and wisdom, open-hearted in healing a broken world, 

open-handed in heeding Christ’s call to charity and enacted love. 

People:   We share from the wealth of God’s provisions with thanksgiving and hope.  

Receiving Gifts 

We invite you to consider how you might share your time, talents, and resources  

to support programs and activities that sustain and challenge our congregation,  

promote justice, and expand our care for others in Durham and beyond.  

You are invited to give online at www.wattsstreet.org, to use the QR code in the Watts Street Weekly, 

or to place your offering in the baskets near the exits at the conclusion of the service. 

Anthem: “In Remembrance of Me” (Hymn 504) ............... Ragan Courtney and Buryl Red 

*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia, Alleluia.  Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!   

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
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*Prayer of Dedication 

CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Invitation to the Table and Words of Institution  

The Bread and Cup 

Please come forward down the center aisle to receive communion.  

The ministers will serve the bread to you and offer you a cup.  

Please take the elements back to your seat, returning to your seat by the side aisles.  

Once all are served, we will take the elements together. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 65: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” .............................................. EIN’ FESTE BERG 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “A Mighty Fortress”.................................................. Friedrich Wilhelm Marpurg 

Please remain seated until the conclusion of the postlude 

 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Claire Dillashaw, Ministerial 

Intern; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Congregational 

Life; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth and Community Life; Renee Street, Custodian; Bobby Sturdivant, 

Sexton; Cara Valenti, Children and Youth Music Director; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries 

Cover Art: Photography of Vivian Maier, courtesy of John Maloof in Time Magazine, Oct. 16, 2013 

Praising God litany: Joan Stott, alt. Prayer of Confession: Beth Merrill Neel, holdfasttowhatisgood.org 

Hymn Credits: © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-700000. All rights reserved. 



Music Credits: Prelude: Public Domain.  Introit: © 2015, St. James Music Press, All Rights Reserved, 

Anthem: © 1972, Broadman Press, All Rights Reserved. Postlude: Public Domain.  Hymn 542: Setting by 

David Schack, © 1979 Augsburg Publishing House, All Rights Reserved.  Hymn 25: Setting by Noel 

Rawsthorne, 1991, Kevin Mayhew Ltd, All Rights Reserved.  Hymn 65: Setting by Hal H. Hopson, © 

2000, Hope Publishing Company, All Rights Reserved.   

Hymn Notes: Hymn: 25: This strong 17th-century German hymn employs many phrases from the psalms, 

especially Psalms 150 and 103:1-6.  It did not receive an effective English translation until the mid-19th 

century, but has remained popular ever since, thanks in part to its stirring tune.  Hymn 542: Originally titled 

“In Temptation,” these stanzas call to mind how a spiritual and emotional tempest can move from turmoil 

to tranquility.  This tune was first used with this text in a cantata by the composer in 1910, and since then 

has become the standard one.   Hymn 65: Long before Isaac Watts began to Christianize the Psalms, Martin 

Luther had already done so when he created the text and tune for his most famous hymn, which is based on 

Psalm 46.  Luther encouraged metrical versions of the psalms as well as chanted psalms and new hymns.   

(Music Notes from Glory to God, © 2013 Westminster John Knox Press, All Rights Reserved.) 
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JOURNEY INWARD

Welcome to all who worship with us today! 

Whether you are with us in the sanctuary or 

watching on your computer from home, we 

gladly say, Thank God you are here! If 

you’re visiting or interested in joining the 

church, you are invited to email Dorisanne 

at dorisanne@wattsstreet.org and she’ll be 

delighted to speak with you.  

If you’re worshipping with us online, we 

invite you to gather these items near your 

computer: the worship bulletin, a Bible, 

bread and cup for communion, and a candle 

to light with us at the beginning of the 

service. The Livestream Service begins at 

11 a.m. on the Watts Street Baptist Church 

Facebook page or 

https://vimeo.com/user113739534. You can 

watch the service in “real time” or later.  

Our COVID-19 Protocol: We continue to 

monitor Covid-19 levels in Durham and 

recommend that everyone follow CDC 

recommendations which currently include 

masking indoors in large groups. We have 

masks available at the church, as well as 

COVID-19 tests you may take home. 

Our guest preacher today is the Rev. Dr. 

Lauren F. Winner. Dr. Winner is the 

Associate Professor of Christian Spirituality 

at Duke Divinity School.  She writes and 

lectures widely on Christian practice, the 

history of Christianity in America, and 

Jewish-Christian relations. Her books 

include Girl Meets God, Mudhouse 

Sabbath, a study of household religious 

practice in 18th-century Virginia, A 

Cheerful and Comfortable Faith, Still: 

Notes on a Mid-Faith Crisis, and, most 
recently, a book on overlooked biblical 

tropes for God, Wearing God. Dr. Winner, 

an Episcopal priest, is Vicar at St. Joseph’s 

Episcopal Church in Durham.  We are 

grateful to Dr. Winner for leading our Adult 

Education Retreat this weekend! 

Today is Scout Sunday!  WSBC is 

honored to sponsor Cub Pack 440 (grades 

1-5) and Scout Troop 440 (grades 6-12).  

These groups are rebuilding and would 

welcome new families and volunteers on 

Monday nights.  Thanks be to God for this 

strong outreach to the community.  For 

more information about Scouting, contact 

Worth Lutz at worthlutz@mindspring.com. 

Second Hour Ministry is available for 

Infants, Preschoolers and Kindergartners in 

the preschool area on the ground floor 

during the worship hour. Children remain 

in place after Sunday School or they gather 

in the sanctuary for worship and leave with 

volunteers after the first hymn. Parents, 

please complete sign-in form each week. 

 

 

https://wattsstreetbaptistchurch.sharepoint.com/sites/Staff/Shared%20Documents/Bulletins/2022%20Bulletins/dorisanne@wattsstreet.org
https://vimeo.com/user113739534
mailto:worthlutz@mindspring.com


WSBC Financial Ministry Plan Report 
Weekly Revenue: $30,132.10           

Year to Date Income: $87,276.10       

Annual 2023 Ministry Plan Budget 

Goal: $904,695.00 

 

 

WSBC Online Giving Options: 

Text: https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving 

Website: https://wattsstreet.org/give-wsbc/ 

 
 

JOURNEY OUTWARD

Walltown Food Pantry: Watts Street 

volunteers are needed for shopping on 

Saturday, February 11 from 11:00 am-1:00 

pm. The Food Bank serves 150 food insecure 

seniors and disabled residents each month. 

Please contact Bob Kruhm, at 

robertkruhm@gmail.com or 919-699-6226 for 

details.  

Peace Hill at Avila invites you to an event 

on Saturday, February 11 from 9:30 am – 

2:30 pm entitled, “Howard Thurman: A Man 

and Life for All Seasons”. The session will 

be led by Dumas Harshaw and Phil 

Mathews. Participants will spend the day 

experiencing and exploring the life, words, 

and work of the great preacher, educator, 

activist, and mystic, Howard Thurman. Led 

by WSBC Pastor Emeritus Mel Williams, 

Peace Hill at Avila is an initiative that seeks 

to engage in contemplative practices as a 

way to enhance the efforts of those working 

for justice and peace. The Avila Retreat 

Center is located at 711 Mason Rd. in 

Durham. Follow the link below to register: 

https://rcwms.org/event/howard-thurman-a-

man-for-life-and-for-all-seasons/ 

Our January/February Mission Basket 

collection supports the Diaper Bank of NC. 

There is an immediate need for preemie 

diapers, size 1 and size 5 diapers, baby 

formula, diaper rash cream, XL adult pull-up 

briefs, adult body wipes, period products, 

tampons, and liners. Donations can be dropped 

off in the Mission Baskets outside the church 

library by February 26 or visit their Amazon 

Wishlist to shop online and ship directly to the 

Diaper Bank. Thank you for your support! 

Durham CAN Action Teams: After lots of 

listening sessions last fall, Durham CAN 

(Congregations, Associations, and 

Neighborhoods) has formed action teams 

around four priorities: Affordable Housing, 

Gun Violence & Criminal Justice, Poverty 

& Living Wage, and Public Transportation.  

If you would be interested in joining one of 

these action teams and helping develop 

concrete and attainable positive change in 

our community, please contact Bob Kruhm 

at robertkruhm@gmail.com for more 

information.  

In honor of Black History Month and in 

response to efforts in our country to remove 

Black-authored books from libraries, race-

conscious subjects from curricula, and any 

mention of racism from our collective 

history, the WSBC Voices for Love In 

Action team would like to highlight a few 

pivotal, Black-authored books that have 

been targeted for censorship.  This week, 

Cathy Brennan shares about The Bluest Eye 

by Toni Morrison:   

https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving
https://wattsstreet.org/give-wsbc/
mailto:robertkruhm@gmail.com
https://dcia.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=82281682b376bc0db3c74c11d&id=f7c9c139f3&e=325672dd61
https://dcia.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=82281682b376bc0db3c74c11d&id=f7c9c139f3&e=325672dd61
https://ncdiaperbank.org/
https://amzn.to/317xYcH
https://amzn.to/317xYcH
mailto:robertkruhm@gmail.com


First published in 1970, I read it as part of a 

high school English class in Texas in the late 

1980’s and was blown away.  A story of 

racism, beauty standards, and gender with a 

young black girl at the center of the story.  I 

had never read anything so powerful and eye 

opening. As Morrison stated in the forward, 

“how something as grotesque as the 

demonization of an entire race could take 

root inside the most delicate member of 

society: a child; the most vulnerable 

member: a female.”  It was first banned in 

1999 and has been consistently banned 

since.  For the last two years it has made the 

American Library Association (ALA) 

banned book “top ten” list.  

Creation Care Tip: What shall I do with 

my old or unused medicine? Throwing 

medicine into the trash, or flushing it, can be 

harmful for streams and rivers where it ends 

up. Instead, consider taking it to the 

pharmacy at CVS, 3573 Hillsborough Road, 

Durham, where there is a safe disposal 

container.

 

JOURNEY TOGETHER

Youth Discipleship Class continues 

Wednesdays, February 8 and 15 from 4:45-

5:45 p.m. in the Urban Ave. parking lot. 

Explore what it means to make a profession 

of faith and become a follower of Jesus. 

We’ll also cover topics like baptism, the 

Lord’s Supper, joining the church, being 

Baptist, etc. For more information, or if 

you’d like to schedule another time to meet, 

please contact Kelly. 

 

Youth and Senior Adult Sweetheart 

Banquet, Sunday, February 12. It’s THE 

gala event of the year! Enjoy elegant dining, 

dazzling entertainment, and good company 

in the fellowship hall after the morning 

worship service. Youth and Senior adults, 

please make your reservation by emailing 

kelly@wattsstreet.org or by calling the 

church office by Sunday, February 5. Please 

note if you need transportation. 

Music News: The anthem we commissioned 

for WSBC’s 100th anniversary has arrived 

and we are so excited! The anthem, 

composed by Sherry Blevins, is titled, “Let 

Us Walk in God’s Light” and is based on 

Micah 6:8. The anthem will be premiered on 

March 5 and Sherry Blevins plans on 

coming to our church to hear it! The 

Chancel Choir has begun rehearsing the 

anthem – and we would love more singers! 

Any high school student or adult singer who 

would like to be a part of the premiering of 

our new anthem should contact Melody 

Zentner. She will make sure you get the 

music. There is a rehearsal Saturday, March 

4 at 10am in the Sanctuary. Please consider 

singing with the Chancel choir. We plan to 

record/video the anthem as well.  

 

March Forums:  

The first three Sundays in March, the Adult 

Education Committee invites you to explore 

the following forums during Sunday School: 

March 5, 12, and 19 

Deuteronomy: A Deep Well  

for our Wilderness 
led by Dr. Dan Day 

Jesus and the early church found 

Deuteronomy to be a deep well of wisdom 

for daily trials and for braving the new 

world of God’s “kin-dom.” Unfortunately, 

mailto:kelly@wattsstreet.org


much of this book’s riches remains 

unexplored today--after all, it is Old 

Testament! However, a society and church 

seeking guidance in the wilderness of our 

post-covid world can learn much from 

“Moses” speaking from a previous 

wilderness. In these sessions, we’ll try to 

translate his ancient words into 

contemporary relevance. 

 

March 5 and 12 

The (2nd) Biggest Religion Story of the 

Century: A View from the Ground 

led by Marv Knox 

Across the past 50 years, Christians have 

harmed the cause of Christ by fighting each 

other with terrifying ferocity. Baptists are 

only part of the horrifying story, which 

blends fervent religion, bare-knuckle politics 

and outrageous God-talk. Marv covered 

religion 40 years as a journalist and will 

discuss what happened, why it happened, 

how it affects the faith landscape today, and 

God’s redemptive activity through it all. 

 

 

 

March 19 

From Border(s) to the Triangle: 

Immigration and Christian Hospitality 

led by Marv Knox 

What are the push-pull factors that cause 

people to risk everything for a shot at living 

in the United States? Immigration is one of 

the most important and polarizing issues of 

our day. The causes are complex, and the 

“cures” are contentious. Let’s talk about the 

immigrants—who they are, why they come, 

what has been happening to them. And let’s 

talk about how Christians can advocate for 

justice in the midst of chaos. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let’s Celebrate!  This year marks 100 years that Watts Street Baptist Church has been in 

existence! 100 years of God’s people meeting together at the corner of Watts and Urban, seeking 

the path of following Jesus together – caring, risking, questioning, worshipping, and so much 

more. As we celebrate this 100th year we want to reflect the beautiful Dag Hammarskjöld quote, 

“For all that has been, thanks! To all that shall be, yes!” To that end, part of our celebration this 

year is dedicating different months to the THANKS and YES of our various ministries.  



During the months of February and March, our focus is THANKS and YES…Faith Formation!  

Highlights include the Youth Discipleship Classes, the Adult Education Retreat with Dr. Lauren 

Winner, March Forums, and a Lenten focus entitled, “Seeking: Honest Questions for Deeper 

Faith”.  And be sure to mark your calendar for Sunday, March 5, when the Chancel Choir will 

sing, “Let Us Walk in God’s Light” (Sherry Blevins), an anthem, based on Micah 6:8 and 

commissioned in honor of Watts Street’s 100th anniversary! 

Please visit www.wattsstreet.org for a calendar of Centennial events and some wonderful ways 

you can be part of this celebration year! 
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THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

Sunday, February 5 

 9:30 a.m. Lectionary Life Together 

Class, Rm 104B, Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Adult Seminar Class, Rm 102, 

Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Rm 115 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class, Rm 

215 

 9:45 a.m.  Sojourners Class, Rm 106 

    9:45 a.m.  Toddler Class, Rm 1 

 9:45 a.m. Preschool Sunday School,  

  Rm 2 

 9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School, 

Rm 201     

 9:45 a.m. Young Families, Rm 101 

 9:45 a.m. Youth Sunday School, Rm 

203 (Youth Room) 

 10:00 a.m. Kingdom of God Class,  

  Rm 206 

 11:00 a.m. Worship – Rev. Dr. Lauren F. 

Winner preaching 

 12:15 p.m. Young Adult Ministry Lunch 

Gathering 

 4:30 p.m. Youth Recreation & Supper, 

Urban Ave parking lot 

 5:30 p.m. Youth Group, Youth Room 

Monday, February 6 

 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts, Fellowship Hall 

 7:00 p.m. Boys Scouts, Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, February 7 

 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting, Rm 102 

 7:00 p.m. Building and Grounds 

Committee, Zoom 

 7:30 p.m. Children’s Education Ministry 

Committee, Zoom 

Wednesday, February 8 

 9:30 a.m. Staff Ministers Mtg., Rm 102 

 4:45 p.m. Youth Discipleship Class II, 

Urban Ave parking lot 

 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 

Choir Room 

Thursday, February 9 

 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast at Elmo’s 

 1:30 p.m. Adult Seminar Class 

Discussion, Library 

Saturday, February 11 

 8:30 a.m. Winter Church Workday 

 10:00 a.m. Youth Decorate for the 

Sweetheart Banquet 

Sunday, February 12 

 9:30 a.m. Lectionary Life Together 

Class, Rm 104B, Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Adult Seminar Class, Rm 102, 

Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Rm 115 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class, Rm 

215 

 9:45 a.m.  Sojourners Class, Rm 106 

     9:45 a.m.  Toddler Class, Rm 1 

 9:45 a.m. Preschool Sunday School,  

  Rm 2 

 9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School, 

Rm 201     

 9:45 a.m. Young Families, Rm 101 

 9:45 a.m. Youth Sunday School, Rm 

203 (Youth Room) 

 10:00 a.m. Kingdom of God Class,  

  Rm 206 

 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper 

preaching 

 12:00 p.m. Youth and Senior Adult 

Sweetheart Banquet, 

Fellowship Hall 

 1:00 p.m. Creation Care Ministry, Zoom 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
February 12 Youth and Senior Adult 

Sweetheart Banquet 

February 22 Watts on Wednesday 

 Ash Wednesday service 

 







 



 


