
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“It really boils down to this: that all life is 

interrelated. We are all caught in an inescapable 

network of mutuality, tied into a single garment of 

destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all 

indirectly. We are made to live together because of 

the interrelated structure of reality.” 

—Martin Luther King, Jr.; 

A Christmas Sermon for Peace, December 24, 1967 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY 15, 2023 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

JANUARY 15, 2023 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., SUNDAY 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minute for Mission: Walltown Food Pantry 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light  

Prelude: “Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now” ................................. Johann Sebastian Bach 

PRAISING GOD 

Introit: “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” .................................................... PRECIOUS LORD 

Combined choir from St. John’s Missionary Baptist Church and Watts Street Baptist Church 

Minister: We are here with the living God, who creates us and loves us; 

People: Who gifts us with diversity and makes us for community; who gives 

Jesus Christ to show us how to live; 

Minister: Who inspires children, youth, young adults, and people of all ages, 

People: To seek justice, share power, and live together in love and equality; 

Minister: Who invites us to join the struggle for wholeness and wellbeing for all, 

People: And whose presence, grace, and love sustain us in our living. 

Minister: We are here with the living God,  

People: To God be all glory, honor, and praise! 

*Hymn 66: “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” ................................................. ST. DENIO 

Preschoolers and kindergartners are invited to follow volunteers to Second Hour Ministry. 

Parents please accompany children to the vestibule and complete a sign-in form. 

 

 
_____________________________________________ 
*Please stand in body or spirit. No flash photography. Please silence cell phones. 



PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister: Let us take time to center ourselves in God’s love and grace, trusting that in 

our confession we are drawn closer to God. We offer our prayers first in 

silence. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence  

Corporate Confession: Thou Eternal God, out of whose absolute power and infinite 

intelligence the whole universe has come into being, we humbly confess that we have 

not loved thee with our hearts, souls and minds, and we have not loved our neighbors 

as Christ loved us. We have all too often lived by our own selfish impulses rather 

than by the life of sacrificial love as revealed by Christ. We often give in order to 

receive. We love our friends and hate our enemies. We go the first mile but dare not 

travel the second. Forgive us for what we could have been but failed to be. Give us 

the intelligence to know your will. Give us the courage to do your will. Give us the 

devotion to love your will. In the name and spirit of Jesus, we pray. Amen. 
(Martin Luther King, Jr., alt) 

Assurance of Pardon 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer 

Special Music 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Old Testament: Jeremiah 8:22  

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon 

Silence 

Hymn 501: “There Is a Balm in Gilead” ................................................... BALM IN GILEAD 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: “Let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-

flowing stream.” (Amos 5:24) 

People:  O God, we commit to using all our gifts – wisdom, talents, faith, and 

finances – in the service of co-working with you and with each other to 

build up the Beloved Community. 



Receiving Gifts 

We invite you to consider how you might share your time, talents, and resources 

to support programs and activities that sustain and challenge our congregation, 

promote justice, and expand our care for others in Durham and beyond. 

You are invited to give online at www.wattsstreet.org, to use the QR code in the Watts Street Weekly, 

or to place your offering in the baskets near the exits at the conclusion of the service. 

Today’s loose plate offering supports the Walltown Food Pantry.   

Checks should be made out to WSBC or St. John’s Missionary Baptist Church,  

with “Walltown Food Pantry” noted in the memo line. 

Anthem: “Leaning” ............. Anthony J. Showalter, arr. David M. Hines (Text: Hymn 560) 

*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia, Alleluia.  Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!   

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 86: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” ......................................................... FAITHFULNESS 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Toccata in F Major” ............................................................. Dietrich Buxtehude 

Please remain seated until the conclusion of the postlude. 

 

Liturgists: The Rev. Dorisanne Cooper (Pastor, Watts Street Baptist Church)  

                   The Rev. Robert Daniels (Pastor, St. John’s Missionary Baptist Church) 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


Hymn Credits: © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-700000. All rights reserved. 

Music Credits: Prelude: Public Domain.  Anthem: © 1996, Coronet Press, All Rights Reserved.  Postlude: 

Public Domain.  Hymn 66: Setting by Janet Linker, © 1999, Breckenhorst Press Inc., All Rights Reserved.  

Hymn 86: Setting by Janet Linker, © 1999, Hope Publishing Company, All Rights Reserved. 

Music Notes: “Precious Lord”: This black gospel song, like much hymnody, sprang out of the author’s 

deep personal loss (the death of his wife and newborn son), yet it has brought solace to many.  He thought 

his fingers were playing new music, but they unlocked a deep memory of a tune almost a century old.   

Hymn 66: The opening line of this hymn was inspired by the three divine attributes listed in I Timothy 1:17 

(KJV), and it continues by considering how God’s life exceeds our own finite existence.  The text is well 

set to a Welsh melody shaped by many three-note units.   

Hymn 501: This African American spiritual offers a long-delayed answer to the prophet Jeremiah’s 

question, “Is there no balm in Gilead?” (Jeremiah 8:22).  No earthly melody can compare with the healing 

that comes from a sense of God’s presence; nothing else can heal “the sin-sick soul.”    

Hymn 86: Written as a meditation on Lamentations 3:22-23, this text is one of the few hymns among the 

1200 poems by this Methodist minister and pastor that has gained much currency.  The tune that appears 

here was composed especially for these words, and the pairing has proved enduring.   

(Music Notes from Glory to God, © 2013 Westminster John Knox Press, All Rights Reserved.) 
 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Claire Dillashaw, Ministerial 

Intern; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Congregational 

Life; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth and Community Life; Renee Street, Custodian; Bobby Sturdivant, 

Sexton; Cara Valenti, Children and Youth Music Director; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries 
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JOURNEY INWARD

Welcome to all who worship with us today! 

Whether you are with us in the sanctuary or 

watching on your computer from home, we 

gladly say, Thank God you are here! If 

you’re visiting or interested in joining the 

church, you are invited to email Dorisanne 

at dorisanne@wattsstreet.org and she’ll be 

delighted to speak with you.  

If you’re worshipping with us online, we 

invite you to gather these items near your 

computer: the worship bulletin, a Bible, and 

a candle to light with us at the beginning of 

the service. The Livestream Service 

begins at 11 a.m. on the Watts Street 

Baptist Church Facebook page or 

https://vimeo.com/user113739534.  You 

can watch the service in “real time” or later.  

Today is Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Sunday.  We are honored to welcome Rev. 

Amber Burgin-Brothers as our guest 

preacher this morning. Rev. Burgin-

Brothers is a graduate of Duke Divinity 

School and is a minister, farmer, educator, 

speaker, and mental health specialist. She 

works at the Emily K Center and also runs 

Elijah’s Farm in Rougemont. You can learn 

more about her ministry and vision at 

https://www.greenthechurch.org/Amber-

Burgin-Brothers-Divinity-in-the-Dirt 

We are grateful to be joined in worship by 

the congregation of St. John’s Missionary 

Baptist Church and community leaders 

from Durham.  

MLK Sunday Lunch and Discussion: 
After worship, there will be a catered lunch, 

table talk discussion, and a Q and A session 

with Rev. Burgin-Brothers downstairs in 

the fellowship hall.  Thanks to all who 

made reservations for the meal.  We do 

have some extra seats and food available. 

Note: If you prefer to stay masked during 

the session but you would still like the 

meal, we will have take-out trays available.   

Thanks to the WSBC Voices for Love in 

Action mission group for coordinating this 

event, as well as the St. John’s/WSBC joint 

service project at Catawba Trail Farm on 

Saturday, January 14. 

Our COVID-19 Protocol: We are 

monitoring COVID-19 numbers and 

patterns in Durham.  We strongly 

recommend that everyone follow CDC 

recommendations which (due to Durham’s 

high levels) currently include masking 

indoors in large groups. We will continue to 

have masks available at the church, as well 

as COVID-19 tests you may take home. 

Second Hour Ministry is available for 

Preschoolers and Kindergartners in the 

preschool area on the ground floor or on the 

playground, weather permitting, during the 

https://wattsstreetbaptistchurch.sharepoint.com/sites/Staff/Shared%20Documents/Bulletins/2022%20Bulletins/dorisanne@wattsstreet.org
https://vimeo.com/user113739534
https://wattsstreet.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=49556dd95c7e93bb2d7fa1c39&id=65043e7a14&e=2006e1c56a
https://www.greenthechurch.org/Amber-Burgin-Brothers-Divinity-in-the-Dirt
https://www.greenthechurch.org/Amber-Burgin-Brothers-Divinity-in-the-Dirt


worship hour. Children remain in place 

after Sunday School or they gather in the 

sanctuary for worship and leave with 

volunteers after the first hymn. Parents, 

please complete sign-in form each week. 

WSBC Financial Ministry Plan Report 

Weekly Revenue: $33,330.00 

Year to Date Income: $35,205.00.   

Annual 2023 Ministry Plan Budget Goal: 

$904,695.00. 

WSBC Online Giving Options: 

Text: https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving 

Website: https://wattsstreet.org/give-wsbc/ 

 

 

 

JOURNEY OUTWARD

The January Minute for Mission today 

supports the Walltown Food Pantry.  Money 

placed in the offering plates at the sanctuary 

exits support this mission.  Checks should be 

made out to WSBC or St. John’s Missionary 

Baptist Church with “Walltown Food 

Pantry” noted in the memo line or consider 

the text giving option or the QR code and 

select “Missions”.   

Our January/February Mission Basket 

collection supports the Diaper Bank of NC. 

There is an immediate need for preemie 

diapers, size 1 and size 5 diapers, baby 

formula, diaper rash cream, XL adult pull-up 

briefs, adult body wipes, period products, 

tampons, and liners. Donations can be dropped 

off in the Mission Baskets outside the church 

library by February 26 or visit their Amazon 

Wishlist to shop online and ship directly to the 

Diaper Bank. Thank you for your support! 

Durham Congregations in Action Annual 

Banquet: The WSBC Voices for Love In 

Action Mission Group has reserved two 

tables at the DCIA banquet on Thursday, 

January 26 from 5:45-8 pm at Holy Infant 

Catholic Church (5000 Southpark Dr.). The 

keynote speaker is Imam Abdul Waheed 

from the Duke Center for Muslim Life. If 

you would like to join us for this event, 

please contact Gordon Whitaker at 

whitakergordon@gmail.com. Carpooling 

available! 

Durham CAN Action Teams: After lots of 

listening sessions last fall, Durham CAN 

(Congregations, Associations, and 

Neighborhoods) has formed action teams 

around four priorities: Affordable Housing, 

Gun Violence & Criminal Justice, Poverty 

& Living Wage, and Public Transportation.  

If you would be interested in joining one of 

these action teams and helping develop 

concrete and attainable positive change in 

our community, please contact Bob Kruhm 

at robertkruhm@gmail.com for more 

information.     

Invitation from Reality Ministries: On 

Wednesday, February 1 at 7 pm, Trinity 

Avenue Presbyterian is hosting a concert 

and fundraiser on behalf of Reality 

Ministries.  The Meek Squad, a band of 

Reality friends, will perform original music, 

and there will be desserts to follow. There 

will also be opportunities to learn about 

other ways to get involved with the ministry.  

Watts Street is a co-sponsor of this event.   

https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving
https://wattsstreet.org/give-wsbc/
https://ncdiaperbank.org/
https://amzn.to/317xYcH
https://amzn.to/317xYcH
mailto:whitakergordon@gmail.com
mailto:robertkruhm@gmail.com
https://www.meeksquad.org/


Creation Care Tip: Do You Sew? Don't 

Waste Durham is looking for volunteers to 

help make bags for their reusable bag 

program! Bull City Boomerang Bag brings 

together community members to sew 

reusable shopping bags using donated, 

rescued materials. The bags are then made 

available in local grocery stores as a free 

resource. 

 

JOURNEY TOGETHER

Youth Winter Retreat: Your prayers are  

appreciated for the 53 youth and adults 

signed up for the retreat on January 20-22, at 

Blowing Rock Conference Center with 

Saturday night skiing at Appalachian Ski 

Mountain.  The group meets at the church 

on Friday at 5:00 p.m. and returns on 

Sunday by 4:00 p.m.  For more information, 

contact Kelly at kelly@wattsstreet.org. 

We are doing a new thing!  A new Sunday 

School class has started for parents of young 

children and others who may be interested. 

The class provides enriching connections as 

well as opportunities to share parenting 

ideas and explore lectionary-based texts to 

support us in the challenges of our lives. We 

meet at 9:45 each week in room 101, beside 

the Chapel. Join us for coffee and 

conversation. For more information, contact 

Esther Soud Parker at 

esther@wattsstreet.org.  

Cardigan Sweaters, Magnolia Trees, and 

Brioche: Overlooked Biblical Metaphors 

for God. Join us for an Adult Education 

Retreat on Saturday, February 4, from 10 am 

to 2 pm. Dr. Lauren F. Winner, Duke 

Divinity School Professor and Episcopal 

Priest. Dr. Winner leads us in exploring 

often-overlooked biblical images for God. 

Drawing on contemporary movies, poetry, 

anthropologists’ musings, and the writings 

of medieval mystics, we will ask what it 

might mean for our prayer lives, our 

political lives, our lives before God and our 

lives in community to take seriously the 

abundance of Scriptural metaphors for God.  

We’ll share lunch and continue the 

conversation until 2 pm. Make reservations 

on REALM or contact Esther Soud Parker 

(esther@wattsstreet.org) for more 

information. Childcare provided with 

reservations. 

https://keepdurhambeautiful.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e21318aa3faf422ec323577dd&id=c659a9d46d&e=8a1ff2edea
https://keepdurhambeautiful.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e21318aa3faf422ec323577dd&id=c659a9d46d&e=8a1ff2edea
https://keepdurhambeautiful.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e21318aa3faf422ec323577dd&id=3de17f9eeb&e=8a1ff2edea
mailto:kelly@wattsstreet.org
mailto:esther@wattsstreet.org
mailto:esther@wattsstreet.org


 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

Sunday, January 15 – MLK Celebration 

 9:30 a.m. Lectionary Life Together 

Class, Rm 104B, Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Adult Seminar Class, Rm 102, 

Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Rm 115 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class, Rm 

215 

 9:45 a.m.  Sojourners Class, Rm 106 

 9:45 a.m. Preschool Sunday School,  

  Rm 2 

 9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School, 

Rm 201     

 9:45 a.m. Young Families, Rm 101 

 9:45 a.m. Youth Sunday School, Rm 

203 (Youth Room) 

 10:00 a.m. Kingdom of God Class,  

  Rm 206 

 11:00 a.m. Worship – Rev. Amber 

Burgin-Brothers preaching 

 12:00 p.m. MLK Jr. Luncheon, 

Fellowship Hall 

 4:30 p.m. Youth Recreation & Supper, 

Urban Ave parking lot 

 5:30 p.m. Youth Group, Youth Room 

Monday, January 16 

  Church Office Closed 

 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts, Fellowship Hall 

 7:00 p.m. Boys Scouts, Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, January 17 

 11:00 a.m. Sr. Adult Coordinating 

Council, Rm 102 

 12:00 p.m. Book Club, Rm 102 

 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting, Rm 102 

 7:20 p.m. Deacons Meeting, Zoom 

 7:00 p.m. Youth Education Ministry 

Committee, Rm 102 

Wednesday, January 18 

 9:30 a.m. Staff Ministers Mtg., Rm 102 

 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 

Choir Room 

Thursday, January 19 

 6:30 p.m. Adult Education Ministry 

Committee, Zoom 

Friday, January 20 

 5:00 p.m. Youth leave for Winter 

Retreat, Urban Ave parking 

lot 

Sunday, January 22 

 9:30 a.m. Lectionary Life Together 

Class, Rm 104B, Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Adult Seminar Class, Rm 102, 

Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Rm 115 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class, Rm 

215 

 9:45 a.m.  Sojourners Class, Rm 106 

 9:45 a.m. Preschool Sunday School,  

  Rm 2 

 9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School, 

Rm 201 

 9:45 a.m. Young Families, Rm 101 

 10:00 a.m. Kingdom of God Class,  

  Rm 206 

 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper 

preaching 

 5:00 p.m. Youth return from Winter 

Retreat, Urban Ave parking 

lot 

SAVE THE DATE 
January 20-22 Youth Winter Retreat 

January 25 Watts on Wednesdays 

January 26 DCIA Annual Banquet 

February 4 Adult Education Retreat 

February 12 Youth and Senior Adult 

Sweetheart Banquet 

 



 



 



  


