
 

 

 

 

Epiphany 
 

 

JANUARY 8, 2023 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj2nry_oM7fAhVGh-AKHSXuCSMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.stclareparish.org/multimedia-archive/january-8th-2017-feast-of-the-epiphany/&psig=AOvVaw1c7rcDU4kX6BD-I2nwe4Dy&ust=1546489482530508


THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

JANUARY 8, 2023 

EPIPHANY SUNDAY 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Prelude: “How Brightly Shines the Morning Star” ................................ Dietrich Buxtehude 

*PRAISING GOD 

Minister: Arise, shine; for your light has come,  

and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you! 

Three Kings: We have seen the star in the east, and we are following. 

People: We have remembered God’s wonder and promise, and we are worshipping. 

Children: We have come not to get presents, but to give them! 

Minister: Lift up your eyes and look around; we gather together as God’s people,  

 to open our hearts and sing out our praise. 

People: The mystery of God’s wonder and grace is here: Come and worship! 

Hymn 172: “We Three Kings” ................................................................. KINGS OF ORIENT 

Congregation sings stanzas 1 and 5, and all refrains. 

Recitative and Trio (Matthew 2:1-2) from Christus ............................... Felix Mendelssohn 

Recitative: When Jesus, our Lord, was born in Bethlehem, in the land of Judaea; behold, 

from the east to the city of Jerusalem there came wise men and said: 

Trio: Say, where is He born, the King of Judea?  For we have seen His star, and are come 

to adore Him.   

Preschoolers and kindergartners are invited to follow volunteers to Second Hour Ministry.    

Parents, please accompany children to the vestibule and complete a sign-in form.  

 
 

_____________________________________________ 
*If able, please stand in body or spirit.   



PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  The Psalmist tells us that the best gift we can offer God is “a broken spirit, a 

broken and contrite heart” (Psalm 51:17). Let us open up our hearts to God’s 

love by offering our prayers of confession, first in silence. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence  

Corporate Confession 

Minister:  Gracious God, we would like to be among those who saw the coming of the 

Christ Child, those who dropped all that they were doing and traveled to 

worship the coming of God’s love into this world. 

People: We would like to be those who cared for God in infant vulnerability; who 

tickled and cuddled and comforted the growing child, that he might know  

love and safety. 

Minister: And yet, merciful God, we must recognize all the times we are more like 

Herod. Whenever we, in our actions or in our inactions, find our own need for 

control more compelling than the needs of others for health and safety. 

People: Whenever we cling to the security of our privilege, rather than standing up for 

the rights of the oppressed. Whenever we are complicit in the harming of 

innocents for the sake of profit, or power, or because we fear to know, and to 

change, the injustices of this world.  

All: Loving God, we confess our sins against you and one another, and pray that 

you will fill us with your light, that we may live our lives as true disciples in 

your name, without counting the cost. In the name of Christ, the one who 

showed us the way, we pray. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

A Prayer for Epiphany 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12  

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “From Generation to Generation: We Keep Seeking” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 

Hymn: “Brightest and Best of the Stars” (see end of bulletin) ...................  MORNING STAR 



OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:   “On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they 

knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 

offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.”  (Matthew 2:11)   

People:  May the gifts we offer and the love we proclaim to others in our words and 

actions be expressions of our sincere worship – this day and throughout the 

coming year. 

Receiving Gifts 

We invite you to consider how you might share your time, talents, and resources 

to support programs and activities that sustain and challenge our congregation, 

promote justice, and expand our care for others in Durham and beyond. 

You are invited to give online at www.wattsstreet.org, to use the QR code in the Watts Street Weekly, 

or to place your offering in the baskets near the exits at the conclusion of the service. 

Anthem: “March of the Three Kings” ............... Traditional French Carol, arr. Mark Hayes 

One fine day, I met upon the way the Kings of East as they came slowly marching. Yes, one 

fine day, I met upon the way the Kings of the East in all their fine array. The gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh were guarded closely by a band of valiant warriors, their shields and 

armor were shining bright, agleam and sparkling in the morning lights. 

From the east, guided by a star, came wise men searching for a king to worship. Three great 

kings, three men of great acclaim, unto the town of Bethlehem they came. They found the 

babe wrapped in swaddling clothes in a manger with Mary and Joseph. And as the star shone 

on cattle stall, they bowed and worshiped the King of all. Three great kings, one bright star, 

one small child, the King of all! 

*Epiphany Doxology (Hymn 149, stanza 3) ............................................... REGENT SQUARE 

Sages, leave your contemplations brighter visions beam afar;  

Seek the great Desire of nations, you have seen the natal star: 

Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the new-born King. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

Star Words: Invitation, Prayer, Receiving, Blessing 

During this time, you will be invited to select a “star word” as one of your guides  

for seeking and noticing God’s presence in the coming year. 

Invitation  

*Hymn 173: “As with Gladness” ...................................................................................... DIX 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “How Brightly Shines the Morning Star” .............................. Dietrich Buxtehude 

Please remain seated until the conclusion of the postlude 

 

Liturgists: Claire Dillashaw, Kelly Sasser 

 

 
Corporate Confession written by Eliza Buchakjian-Tweedy, Pastor at First Church Congregational, 

Rochester, NH. 

Worship Prayers: Rev. Sarah R. Speed, adapted. 

Music Credits: Prelude: Public Domain.  Christus: © St. James Music Press, All Rights Reserved. 

Anthem: © MMV, Alfred Publishing Co., Inc., All Rights Reserved.  Postlude: Public Domain.  Hymn 

172: Setting by Thomas Trenney, © 2018,Birnamwood Publications, All Rights Reserved.  Hymn 173: 

Setting by Hal H. Hopson, © 2000, Hope Publishing Company, All Rights Reserved. 

Music Note: Mendelssohn’s Christus, written in the last year of his life, was to have been the first in a 

cycle of oratorios covering the life of Christ.   

Hymn Note: Hymn 172: Although Christians had begun by the 2nd century to speak of these visitors from 

eastern countries (Matthew 2:1-12) as “kings,” perhaps because of passages like Psalm 72:10 and Isaiah 

60:3, it is more accurate to think of them as magi or astrologers, the scholars of their day.    (Music Notes 

from Glory to God, © 2013 Westminster John Knox Press, All Rights Reserved.) 
 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Claire Dillashaw, Ministerial 

Intern; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Congregational 

Life; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth and Community Life; Renee Street, Custodian; Bobby Sturdivant, 

Sexton; Cara Valenti, Children and Youth Music Director; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries 
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JOURNEY INWARD

Welcome to all who worship with us today! 

Whether you are with us in the sanctuary or 

watching on your computer from home, we 

gladly say, Thank God you are here! If 

you’re visiting or interested in joining the 

church, you are invited to email Dorisanne 

at dorisanne@wattsstreet.org and she’ll be 

delighted to speak with you.  

If you’re worshipping with us online, we 

invite you to gather these items near your 

computer: the worship bulletin, a Bible, and 

a candle to light with us at the beginning of 

the service. The Livestream Service 

begins at 11 a.m. on the Watts Street 

Baptist Church Facebook page or 

https://vimeo.com/user113739534.  You 

can watch the service in “real time” or later.  

The flowers today are given by Beth 

Jarrard in honor of her daughters, Betsy and 

Emilie, whose birthdays will be January 11 

and January 12. 

Second Hour Ministry is available for 

Preschoolers and Kindergartners in the 

preschool area on the ground floor or on the 

playground, weather permitting, during the 

worship hour. Children remain in place 

after Sunday School or they gather in the 

sanctuary for worship and leave with 

volunteers after the first hymn. Parents, 

please complete sign-in form each week. 

WSBC Financial Ministry Plan Report 

Year to Date Income (as of 12/31/22): 

$808,478.11.  Annual 2022 Ministry Plan 

Budget Goal: $888,174.00 

WSBC Online Giving Options: 

Text: https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving 

Website: https://wattsstreet.org/give-wsbc/ 

 

 

JOURNEY OUTWARD

Your RSVP Requested for MLK 

Weekend Events: As we begin Watts 

Street’s 100th anniversary year, we look 

forward to once again honoring Dr. King’s 

life and prophetic vision and actions and we 

hope you will plan to join us for these 

special community events! 

MLK Weekend Service Project 
Saturday, January 14  

8:30-11 am at Catawba Trail Farm  

(2080 Sawmill Creek Pkwy) 

Members of Watts Street Baptist Church and 

St. John’s Missionary Baptist Church are 

invited to join together to volunteer and 

https://wattsstreetbaptistchurch.sharepoint.com/sites/Staff/Shared%20Documents/Bulletins/2022%20Bulletins/dorisanne@wattsstreet.org
https://vimeo.com/user113739534
https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving
https://wattsstreet.org/give-wsbc/


learn about the amazing mission of Catawba 

Trail Farm. We look forward to building 

relationships as we work together before we 

worship together on MLK Sunday. Be sure 

to dress warmly! All ages are welcome. 

Please RSVP to kelly@wattsstreet.org by 

Monday, January 9. 

MLK Sunday at Watts Street!   
Sunday, January 15  

11 am in the WSBC Sanctuary 

We are honored to welcome Rev. Amber 

Burgin-Brothers as our guest preacher. Rev. 

Amber is a graduate of Duke Divinity 

School and is a minister, farmer, educator, 

speaker, and mental health specialist. She 

works at the Emily K Center and also runs 

Elijah’s Farm in Rougemont. You can learn 

more about her ministry and vision here.  

We will be joined in worship by the 

congregation of St. John’s Missionary 

Baptist Church and community leaders from 

Durham. We invite all Watts Street 

members and friends to help us extend warm 

hospitality to our guests on this special day. 

MLK Sunday Lunch and Discussion 
Sunday, January 15 

12 pm in the WSBC Fellowship Hall 

After worship, all are invited to the 

fellowship hall for a catered lunch, table talk 

discussion, and a Q and A session with Rev. 

Burgin-Brothers.  Lunch reservations can 

be made by placing the form (on the back of 

the worship bulletin) in the offering plate at 

the sanctuary exit.  You can also make a 

reservation by using the REALM app or by 

contacting the church office (919-688-1366 

or office@wattsstreet.org) by Monday, 

January 9. When you make your 

reservation, please indicate your preference: 

baked chicken entrée, vegetable plate, or 

attending the session but not eating.  If you 

prefer to stay masked during the session but 

you would still like the meal, we will have 

take-out trays available.   

Thanks to the WSBC Voices for Love in 

Action Mission Group for coordinating this 

event, as well as the St. John’s/WSBC joint 

service project at Catawba Trail Farm on 

Saturday, January 14. 

January Minute for Mission  
Sunday, January 15  

The January Minute for Mission on MLK 

Sunday will support the Walltown Food 

Pantry. Checks should be made out to 

WSBC with “Walltown Food Pantry” noted 

in the memo line or consider the text giving 

or QR code options. 

Durham Congregations In Action Annual 

Banquet: The WSBC Voices for Love In 

Action Mission Group has reserved two 

tables at the DCIA banquet on Thursday, 

January 26 from 5:45-8 pm at Holy Infant 

Catholic Church (5000 Southpark Dr.).  The 

keynote speaker is Imam Abdul Waheed 

from the Duke Center for Muslim Life.  If 

you would like to join us for this event, 

please contact Gordon Whitaker at 

whitakergordon@gmail.com.  Carpooling 

available! 

Creation Care Tip: Do You Sew? Don't 

Waste Durham is looking for volunteers to 

help make bags for their reusable bag 

program! Bull City Boomerang Bag brings 

together community members to sew 

reusable shopping bags using donated, 

rescued materials. The bags are then made 

available in local grocery stores as a free 

resource. 

 

mailto:kelly@wattsstreet.org
https://wattsstreet.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=49556dd95c7e93bb2d7fa1c39&id=65043e7a14&e=2006e1c56a
https://wattsstreet.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=49556dd95c7e93bb2d7fa1c39&id=d368d244b4&e=2006e1c56a
mailto:whitakergordon@gmail.com
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https://keepdurhambeautiful.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e21318aa3faf422ec323577dd&id=3de17f9eeb&e=8a1ff2edea


JOURNEY TOGETHER

We are doing a new thing!  A new Sunday 

School class begins on Sunday, January 8 

for parents of young children and others 

who may be interested. The class will 

provide enriching connections as well as 

opportunities to share parenting ideas and 

explore lectionary-based texts to support us 

in the challenges of our lives. We’ll meet at 

9:45 each week in room 101, beside the 

Chapel. Join us for coffee and conversation. 

For more information, contact Esther Soud 

Parker at esther@wattsstreet.org.  

Youth and Parents Potluck and Winter 

Meeting, Sunday, January 8 from 5:00-7:00 

p.m.  Bring the whole family and a covered 

dish and join us as we kick off the new year 

of youth ministry at WSBC!  We’ll share 

lots of information about the Winter Retreat, 

Spring Schedule, Summer Service/Learning 

Trips, and more!  Note: Since we are in 

cold/flu/virus season, we plan to eat outside, 

weather permitting.  You are also welcome 

to skip the potluck and just join us for the 

meeting at 5:30 in the fellowship hall. 

Cardigan Sweaters, Magnolia Trees, and 

Brioche: Overlooked Biblical Metaphors 

for God. Join us for an Adult Education 

Retreat on Saturday, February 4, from 10 am 

to 2 pm. Dr. Lauren F. Winner, Duke 

Divinity School Professor and Episcopal 

Priest. Dr. Winner leads us in exploring 

often-overlooked biblical images for God. 

Drawing on contemporary movies, poetry, 

anthropologists’ musings, and the writings 

of medieval mystics, we will ask what it 

might mean for our prayer lives, our 

political lives, our lives before God and our 

lives in community to take seriously the 

abundance of Scriptural metaphor for God.  

It promises to be an enriching experience, 

learning new and meaningful ways to think 

of God.  We’ll share lunch and continue the 

conversation until 2 pm. Make reservations 

on REALM or contact Esther Soud Parker 

(esther@wattsstreet.org) for more 

information. Childcare provided with 

reservations. 

 

mailto:esther@wattsstreet.org
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THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

Sunday, January 8 – Epiphany 

 9:30 a.m. Lectionary Life Together 

Class, Rm 104B, Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Adult Seminar Class, Rm 102, 

Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Rm 115 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class, Rm 

215 

 9:45 a.m.  Sojourners Class, Rm 106 

 9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School, 

Playground or classroom 

 9:45 a.m. Young Families, Norris 

Tillman Room 

 9:45 a.m. Youth Sunday School, Rm 

203 (Youth Room) 

 10:00 a.m. Kingdom of God Class,  

  Rm 206 

 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper 

preaching 

 4:00 p.m. Enneagram Group Mtg, Zoom 

 5:00 p.m. Parents & Youth Potluck & 

Symposium, Fellowship 

Monday, January 9 

 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts, Fellowship Hall 

 7:00 p.m. Boys Scouts, Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, January 10 

 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting, Rm 102 

 6:30 p.m. Adult Education Ministry 

Committee, Zoom 

 6:30 p.m. Mission Committee, Rm 102 

 7:00 p.m. Building & Grounds 

Committee, Zoom 

 7:00 p.m. Personnel Committee, Zoom 

Wednesday, January 11 

 9:30 a.m. Staff Ministers Mtg., Rm 102 

 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 

Choir Room 

Thursday, January 12 

 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast, Elmo’s 

Sunday, January 15 – MLK Celebration 

 9:30 a.m. Lectionary Life Together 

Class, Rm 104B, Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Adult Seminar Class, Rm 102, 

Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Rm 115 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class, Rm 

215 

 9:45 a.m.  Sojourners Class, Rm 106 

 9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School, 

Playground or classroom 

 9:45 a.m. Young Families, Norris 

Tillman Room 

 9:45 a.m. Youth Sunday School, Rm 

203 (Youth Room) 

 10:00 a.m. Kingdom of God Class,  

  Rm 206 

 11:00 a.m. Worship – Rev. Amber 

Burgin-Brothers preaching 

 4:30 p.m. Youth Recreation & Supper, 

Urban Ave parking lot 

 5:30 p.m. Youth Group, Youth Room 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
January 14 MLK Service Project at 

Catawba Trail Farm 

January 15 MLK Sunday Worship 

Service with St. John’s 

Missionary Baptist Church 

January 20-22 Youth Winter Retreat 

January 25 Watts on Wednesdays 

January 26 DCIA Annual Banquet 

February 4 Adult Education Retreat 

February 12 Youth and Senior Adult 

Sweetheart Banquet 

 

 



 



 

 



 



 



 

MLK Sunday Lunch Reservation Form 
Sunday, January 15 

After worship in the WSBC Fellowship Hall 

 

Name/Names of those attending: _____________________________________________ 

 

_____ Number of baked chicken meals requested 

 

_____ Number of vegetarian plates requested 

 

_____ Number of those attending but not eating  

 

Note: If you prefer to stay masked during the session but you would still like the meal, 

we will have take-out trays available. 

 

Please place this reservation form in the offering plate at the sanctuary exit.   

You can also make a reservation by using the REALM app or by contacting the church 

(919-688-1366 or office@wattsstreet.org) by Monday, January 9.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


