
 
 
 

 
 
 

DECEMBER 25, 2022 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

DECEMBER 25, 2022 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

Chimes 

Welcome 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Prelude: “In dulci jubilo” ................................................................. Johann Sebastian Bach 

*CELEBRATING THE BIRTH OF CHRIST  

Hymn 148: “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (stanza 1) ................................... ADESTES FIDELES 

Minister:    World Creating Word, come and call us into life. 

People:  God-revealing Word, come and lead us toward faith. 

Minister: Christ-incarnate Word, come and fill us with grace. 

People: Word among us, who came as a child,  

fill our world with your grace and truth. 

Hymn 148: “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (stanzas 2-4) .............................. ADESTES FIDELES 

Gospel:  Luke 2:1-20 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

BECOMING A PRAYING COMMUNITY 

Christmas Prayer 

Hymn 163: “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” ..................................................... W ZLOBIE LEZY  

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Homily – Dorisanne Cooper 

 

___________________________________________________ 

*Please stand in body or in spirit.   



SINGING THE GOOD NEWS 

Hymn 151: “The First Noel” (stanzas 1& 2) .............................................. THE FIRST NOEL 

Hymn 159: “There’s a Song in the Air!” ..................................................CHRISTMAS SONG 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: Gifts shall be the token; love the offering. 

People: Love to God and love to people, in all the gifts we bring. 

Receiving Gifts 

We invite you to consider how you might share your time, talents, and resources  

to support programs and activities that sustain and challenge our congregation,  

promote justice, and expand our care for others in Durham and beyond.  

You are invited to give online at www.wattsstreet.org, to use the QR code in the Watts Street Weekly, 

or to place your offering in the baskets near the exits at the conclusion of the service. 

Offertory: “Do You Hear What I Hear?” ............................... Noel Regney, Gloria Shayne;  

arr. Harry Simone  

*Doxology (Hymn 125, stanza 2) ........................................................................ HYFRYDOL 

Born your people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king,  

Born to reign in us forever, born your gracious realm to bring. 

By your own eternal Spirit, rule in all our hearts alone; 

By your all sufficient merit raise us to your glorious throne. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation 

*Hymn 143: “Joy to the World” ...............................................................................ANTIOCH 

Benediction 

Postlude: “In dulci jubilo” ............................................................... Johann Sebastian Bach 

Please remain seated until the conclusion of the postlude. 

 
 

Liturgist: Kelly Sasser 

 

 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


Hymn Credits: © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-700000. All rights reserved. 

Music Credits: Prelude: Public Domain; Solo: “Do You Hear What I Hear?”, © MCMLXII, Shawnee 

Press, Inc.; Postlude: Public Domain; Hymn 148: Setting by David Willcocks: © 1961, Oxford University 

Press, All Rights Reserved. Hymn 143: Settings by Hal. H. Hopson,  © 1983, Belwin-Mills Publishing 

Corp., All Rights Reserved; and by Karen Keene, MCMLXXX, Harold Flammer, Inc., All Rights 

Reserved. 

Hymn Notes: Hymn 143: From its Roman Catholic origins, this 18th-centry hymn has spread to worldwide 

use by many denominations in both Latin and vernacular versions.  Once popular with a wide range of 

hymn texts, this tune is now firmly associated with this Christmas text from which it is named.  Hymn 163: 

The English text of this 13th- or 14th-century Polish carol does not try to tell a story but to offer verbal 

snapshots of the well-known Nativity narrative of Luke 2:6-20.  The tune name quotes the opening of the 

Polish text and means “He lies in a cradle” or “In manger lying.”  Hymn 151: “Noel” is a shout of joy used 

at Christmas (as in Chaucer’s “Franklin’s Tale”), a clue that the word is older than its first printing.  It may 

have Latin and French roots related to “born” (natus/né) as well as to “news” (nova/nouvelle).  Hymn 143: 

While Isaac Watts did not write this text strictly for Christmas use, he did purposely cast his paraphrase of 

Psalm 98:4-9 om Christian terms, titling it “The Messiah’s coming and kingdom.” So “the Lord” her is 

Jesus Christ, rather than the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Claire Dillashaw, Ministerial 

Intern; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Congregational 

Life; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth and Community Life; Renee Street, Custodian; Bobby Sturdivant, 

Sexton; Cara Valenti, Children and Youth Music Director; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries 
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DECEMBER 25, 2022 

JOURNEY INWARD

Welcome to all who worship with us today! 

Whether you are with us in the sanctuary or 

watching on your computer from home, we 

gladly say, Thank God you are here! If 

you’re visiting or interested in joining the 

church, you are invited to email Dorisanne 

at dorisanne@wattsstreet.org and she’ll be 

delighted to speak with you.  

If you’re worshipping with us online, we 

invite you to gather these items near your 

computer: the worship bulletin, a Bible, and 

a candle to light with us at the beginning of 

the service. The Livestream Service 

begins at 11 a.m. on the Watts Street 

Baptist Church Facebook page or 

https://vimeo.com/user113739534.  You 

can watch the service in “real time” or later.  

End of Year Giving: As we look toward 

the end of the calendar year, we’re looking 

for a strong finish to our financial year at 

Watts Street. One of our strengths as a 

congregation is the excellent fulfillment 

rate of our pledges. We count on this 

fulfillment as well as a healthy amount of 

unpledged giving amount each year to meet 

our budget. As the year comes to a close, 

we invite you to give generously to help 

December’s income be the strongest this 

year.   

Request from our Financial Secretary: 
for accounting purposes, all reimbursement 

requests need to be submitted by Dec. 31. 

WSBC Financial Ministry Plan Report 

Weekly Revenue: $39,967.67  

Year to Date Income: $778,837.86 

Annual 2022 Ministry Plan Budget Goal: 

$888,174.00 

WSBC Online Giving Options: 

Text: https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving 

Website: https://wattsstreet.org/give-wsbc/ 

QR Code: 

 

Church Office Holiday Schedule: The 

church office will be closed Dec. 26 – Jan. 

3. The ministers will be available by cell 

phone for any emergencies that arise. You 

are welcome to drop by end-of-year 

donations in the Finance box in the office 

workroom. 

Holiday Worship Schedule: Join us for 

worship at 11 am in-person or online on 

Christmas Day (December 25) and the First 

Sunday after Christmas (January 1). No 

Sunday School classes on these days. We’ll 

resume our full Sunday schedule on 

Epiphany Sunday, January 8.   

https://wattsstreetbaptistchurch.sharepoint.com/sites/Staff/Shared%20Documents/Bulletins/2022%20Bulletins/dorisanne@wattsstreet.org
https://vimeo.com/user113739534
https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving
https://wattsstreet.org/give-wsbc/


 

JOURNEY OUTWARD

Our December Mission Basket collection 

supports Meals on Wheels of Durham. MoWD 

provides homebound adults with nutritious 

meals and regular contact with compassionate 

volunteers. You can participate in this 

collection in two ways: shopping 

online/shipping directly with MoW’s Amazon 

Wishlist or bringing by items (pet food, 

donations of Ensure and/or Glucerna, trash 

bags, sandwich bags, cleaning wipes, paper 

towels, hand soap, gas cards for volunteer 

drivers, etc.) to the Mission Baskets outside 

the church library by December 25. Thank you 

for your support! 

Walltown Neighborhood Ministries is 

collecting gently-used clothes for children, 

ages 1-13. If you would like to donate, 

please bring clothes to the bin in the nursery 

by January 7.   

Creation Care Tip: Do You Sew? Don't 

Waste Durham is looking for volunteers to 

help make bags for their reusable bag 

program! Bull City Boomerang Bag brings 

together community members to sew 

reusable shopping bags using donated, 

rescued materials. The bags are then made 

available in local grocery stores as a free 

resource. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

JOURNEY TOGETHER

Join us for the Movie Matinee to see Miss 

Potter, Wednesday, January 4 at 1 p.m. in 

room 102. “Based on the life of early 20th-

century author Beatrix Potter, creator of 

Peter Rabbit. As a young woman, Potter 

(Renée Zellweger) rails against her parents' 

wishes for her to marry and settle down. 

Instead, she continues to write about and 

draw the animals she has adored since 

childhood. Her early attempts to find a 

publisher for her children's stories are 

unsuccessful, but an offer from a small firm 

will turn her into a literary phenomenon.”  

Announcing…a Special MLK Weekend 

Service Project, Saturday, January 14 from 

8:30-11 am at Catawba Trail Farm (2080 

Sawmill Creek Pkwy).  Members of Watts 

Street Baptist Church and St. John’s 

Missionary Baptist Church are invited to 

join together to volunteer and learn about 

the amazing mission of Catawba Trail Farm.  

We also look forward to building 

relationships with members of St. John’s 

before we worship together on MLK 

Sunday.  Be sure to dress warmly!  All ages 

are welcome.  Please RSVP to 

kelly@wattsstreet.org by January 9. 

January 15 is Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Sunday at Watts Street!  As we remember 

Dr. King’s life and prophetic vision and 

actions, we look forward to welcoming Rev. 

Amber Burgin-Brothers as our guest 

preacher.  Rev. Amber is a graduate of Duke 

Divinity School and is a minister, farmer, 

https://www.mowdurham.org/
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2PENQQSU2UCSS?sort=default
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2PENQQSU2UCSS?sort=default
https://keepdurhambeautiful.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e21318aa3faf422ec323577dd&id=c659a9d46d&e=8a1ff2edea
https://keepdurhambeautiful.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e21318aa3faf422ec323577dd&id=c659a9d46d&e=8a1ff2edea
https://keepdurhambeautiful.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e21318aa3faf422ec323577dd&id=3de17f9eeb&e=8a1ff2edea
mailto:kelly@wattsstreet.org


educator, speaker, and mental health 

specialist.  She works at the Emily K Center 

and also runs Elijah’s Farm in Rougemont. 

You can learn more about her ministry and 

vision here.  

We will be joined in worship by the 

congregation of St. John’s Missionary 

Baptist Church and community leaders from 

Durham.  We invite all Watts Street 

members and friends to help us extend warm 

hospitality to our guests on this special day. 

After worship, all are invited to the 

fellowship hall for a catered lunch, table talk 

discussion, and a Q and A session with Rev. 

Amber.  Lunch reservations can be made 

on Realm or by contacting the church office 

by Monday, January 9. Reservation options 

include the baked chicken entrée, the 

vegetable plate, or attending the session but 

not eating. 

Thanks to the WSBC Voices for Love in 

Action Mission Group for coordinating this 

event, as well as the St. John’s/WSBC joint 

service project at Catawba Trail Farm on 

Saturday, January 14. 

The January Minute for Mission on MLK 

Sunday will support the Walltown Food 

Pantry.  Checks should be made out to 

WSBC with “Walltown Food Pantry” noted 

in the memo line or consider the text giving 

or QR code options. 

SAVE THE DATE 
January 1 Morning Worship, 11am 

January 4 Movie Matinee 

January 8 Epiphany Sunday 

January 14 MLK Service Project at 

Catawba Trail Farm 

January 15 MLK Sunday Worship 

Service with St. John’s 

Missionary Baptist Church 

January 20-22 Youth Winter Retreat 

February 12 Youth and Senior Adult 

Sweetheart Banquet 

https://www.bread.org/article/food-justice-is-her-calling/
https://www.greenthechurch.org/Amber-Burgin-Brothers-Divinity-in-the-Dirt


 



 

 



 



 



 

 



   



 


