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WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA  



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 

DECEMBER 24, 2022 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

Gathering Music................................................................................... Trumpets and Organ 

During the gathering music, the paraments are changed from purple to white. 

Welcome – Dorisanne Cooper 

COME AND WORSHIP 

Chancel Choir: “Ding Dong! Merrily on High” ............... 16th Century French Dance Tune 

harmonized by Charles Wood 
 

Ding dong! merrily on high 

In heav’n the bells are ringing: 

Ding dong! verily the sky 

Is riv’n with angel singing. 

Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

E’en so here below, below, 

Let steeple bells be swungen 

And io, io, io,  

By priest and people sungen. 

Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

Pray you, dutifully prime 

Your matin chime, ye ringers; 

May you beautifully rime 

Your evetime song, ye singers 

Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 
 

Minister: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 

lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. 

People: For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests  

 upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Minister: His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for 

the throne of David and his kingdom. 

People:   He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from 

this time onward and forevermore.  (Isaiah 9:2, 6-7) 

________________________________________________ 
* Please stand in body or in spirit. No flash photography. Please silence all electronic devices. 



*Processional Carol: “O Come, All Ye Faithful” ....................................... ADESTE FIDELES 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him, born the King of Angels: 

O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!  

Child, for us sinners poor and in the manger,  

We would embrace thee, with love and awe; 

Who would not love thee, loving us so dearly? 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,  

Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above; 

Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning,  

Jesus, to thee be glory giv’n; 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 

Reader:   After weeks of waiting and preparation, we gather tonight to light the 

center candle, the Christ candle! 

Light Bearer:  Why do we light the Christ candle? 

People:   We light the Christ candle as a reminder that Jesus Christ, born in a stable 

in Bethlehem, is the Light of the world, a light no darkness can put out.  

May this light shine through us as a gift to all we meet. 

People sing: “One Candle Is Lit” (stanza 5) ................................................ CRADLE SONG 

 Come, listen, the sounds of God-with-us ring clear, 

 And signs of a cross in the distance appear. 

 The Word once made flesh, yet the Word ever near. 

 One candle is lit for the Christ-birthday here. 

THE CHRISTMAS STORY 

Time with Children – Esther Soud Parker 

 



Carol: “Away in a Manger” ................................................................. AWAY IN A MANGER 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  

The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 

The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,  

The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,  

But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

I love thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky,  

And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay  

Close by me forever, and love me, I pray.  

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care  

And fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

First Reading: The Birth of Jesus – Luke 2:1-7 

Carol: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” ................................................................... ST. LOUIS 

O little town of Bethlehem how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love. 

O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth! 

And praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth. 

How silently, how silently, the wonderous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven. 

No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

O holy Child of Bethlehem! Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Emmanuel! 

Second Reading:  The Shepherds and the Angels – Luke 2:8-14 

 



*Carol: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” ..................................................... MENDELSSOHN 

Hark! the herald angels sing “Glory to the newborn King;” 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled! 

Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; 

With the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King!” 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

Late in time behold him come offspring of the virgin’s womb: 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, hail the incarnate Deity, 

Pleased as flesh with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings; 

Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 

Born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. 

Third Reading: The Shepherds Arrive Praising God – Luke 2:15-20 

Carol: “Morning Star”................................................................................................HAGEN 

This carol is sung antiphonally with the congregation and choir.  

The congregation will sing the words in bold type:

Morning Star, O cheering sight!  

Ere Thou cam’st how dark earth’s night! 

Morning Star, O cheering sight!  

Ere Thou cam’st how dark earth’s night! 

Jesus mine, In me shine; 

In me shine, Jesus mine; 

Fill my heart with light divine. 

Morning Star, Thy glory bright  

Far excels the sun’s clear light; 

Morning Star, Thy glory bright  

Far excels the sun’s clear light; 
Jesus be, Constantly,  

Constantly, Jesus be 

More than thousand suns to me. 

Thy glad beams, Thou Morning Star,  

Cheer the nations near and far, 

Thy glad beams, Thou Morning Star,  

Cheer the nations near and far, 

Thee we own, Lord alone, 

Lord alone, Thee we own, 

Our great savior, God’s dear Son. 

Morning Star, My soul’s true Light,  

Tarry not, dispel my night; 

Morning Star, My soul’s true Light,  

Tarry not, dispel my night; 
Jesus mine, In me shine, 

In me shine, Jesus mine, 

Fill my heart with light divine.

 



Fourth Reading: Light in the Darkness – John 1 and selected readings 

Anthem: “Sing Gloria” .......................... Music: Katherine K. Davis; Words: John Cowley 

The shepherds asleep among their sheep, All silent they lie, 

When clear and strong there comes a song From angels on high. 

Sing Gloria in excelsis! Sing gloria! Jesus is born! 

Now hark and hear this word of cheer, And be not afraid, 

In humble guise the infant lies, In a manger laid.   

Sing Gloria in excelsis! Sing gloria! Jesus is born! 

The shepherds heard the wondrous word The angels did sing, 

And travelled then to Bethlehem To worship their King. 

Sing Gloria in excelsis! Sing gloria! Jesus is born! 

We follow them to Bethlehem Our Saviour to greet. 

Our hearts we bring, an offering To lay at his feet. 

Sing Gloria in excelsis! Sing gloria! Jesus is born! 

LIGHTING THE CANDLES 

Organ Interlude 

Carol: “Silent Night”...................................................................................... STILLE NACHT 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child, holy infant so tender and mild; 

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight, 

Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 

Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 



*Carol: “Joy to the World” .................................................................................... ANTIOCH 

Joy to the world! the Lord is come: let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns: let all their songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 

The glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love, 

And wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 

Christmas Greetings 

Postlude: “Ding Dong Merrily on High” ............................................ Andrew E. Unsworth 

 

We extinguish our candles and continue the celebration downstairs in the fellowship 

hall with Moravian buns, coffee, and hot chocolate. 

As you depart, you are invited to make an offering to the Food Bank of Central and 

Eastern North Carolina. Offering baskets are located at the exits. 

 

You can also contribute using this QR Code  

 

 

 
 

Worship Leaders:  Tom Bloom, the Chancel Choir, Dorisanne Cooper,  

 Esther Soud Parker, Kelly Sasser, Melody Zentner 
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It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin, 

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366 

www.wattsstreet.org 

 
THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 

CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Claire Dillashaw, Ministerial 
Intern; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Congregational 
Life; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth and Community Life; Renee Street, Custodian; Bobby Sturdivant, 
Sexton; Cara Valenti, Children and Youth Music Director; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries 
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