
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

DECEMBER 18, 2022 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

DECEMBER 18, 2022 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

Chimes 

Welcome 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Prelude: “My Soul Doth Magnify the Lord” .................................... Johann Sebastian Bach 

ANTICIPATING THE ADVENT OF CHRIST  

Introit: “Noel, Noel” .......................................................................................... Vijay Singh 
Noel, noel, sing noel! Sing we loud and clear praises to the King. Lift up your voice in 

song, rejoice and sing! Sing “Hosanna” sing one and all, Let mankind praise His name 

and answer the call. Sound the pipe and drum all across the land, we stand united hand in 

hand. Blessing, honor, glory to you; Let mankind praise His name and rejoice anew! 

Minister: Let us kneel in the darkness,  

People: Until we see God’s light emerge. 

Minister: Let us wait with hope-filled hearts, 

People: As Christ’s image grows within us and shows us life. 

Minister: Let him speak to us and teach us love, 

People: Until we open our hearts to be his home. 

*Hymn 129: “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” ............................................. TRURO 

Please remain seated during the organ introduction for the procession of the  

Banner, Light, and Crèche Bearers. Please stand in body or in spirit beginning with stanza 1. 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE  

Minister: Over a hundred people from the ages of two to eighty years old were asked the 

question, “What makes you feel connected; what makes you feel loved?” From 

the voices of different generations, hear their answers… 

 
___________________________________________________ 

*Please stand in body or in spirit. 



Light Bearer: Why do we light this candle? 

People: We light this candle as a sign of God’s everlasting love for all 

humankind.  We wait for God’s love embodied in the child Jesus. 

People sing: “One Candle Is Lit” (stanza 4) ................................................ CRADLE SONG 

 Come, wander where lion and lamb gently play, 

 Where evil is banished and faith takes the day, 

 A babe in a manger to fool the world’s eyes. 

 One candle is lit for God’s loving surprise. 

ADVENT STORY – Esther Soud Parker 

After the story, Preschoolers/Kindergartners follow Esther to the chapel and Second Hour 

Ministry. Parents, please complete a sign-in form in the vestibule. 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister: One of the greatest gifts and challenges of faith is that we cannot be Christian 

alone. We need one another. We need one another to grow. We need one another to 

love. And we need one another to see God more clearly. So together, we make our 

prayers of confession in silence and then let us lift our voices in unison. Let us lean 

into the ties that bind and pray to our merciful God. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession: God of today and tomorrow, when Mary was pregnant and afraid, 

she ran to her cousin Elizabeth’s house. Elizabeth threw open the door with joy and 

showered blessings upon her. How often do we have that same opportunity? How 

often do we leave the door locked, the curtains drawn, and the lights off? How often 

do we shower critique or judgment instead of blessings and joy? Gracious God, 

forgive us for our wrongs. We want to see you when we see our neighbor. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People: Thanks be to God. 

Prayer for the People 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: Luke 1:39-58  

 Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

 People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “We See God in Each Other” – Dorisanne Cooper 



Silence 

Hymn 130: “My Soul Gives Glory to My God” .......................................... MORNING SONG 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:  Giver of all that is good, may the gifts we bring today be gathered up into 

your great love, 

People: And through us, may your love overflow more and more into all the world. 

Receiving Gifts 

We invite you to consider how you might share your time, talents, and resources  

to support programs and activities that sustain and challenge our congregation,  

promote justice, and expand our care for others in Durham and beyond.  

You are invited to give online at www.wattsstreet.org or to place your offering  

in the baskets near the exits at the conclusion of the service. 

Anthem: “Gabriel’s Message” ........................................ Basque Carol, arr. Stephen Paulus 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 

His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame. 

“All hail!” said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary, 

Most highly favored lady,” Gloria! 

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, 

“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said, 

“My soul shall laud and magnify His Holy Name,” 

Most highly favored lady, Gloria! 

“For known a blessed Mother thou shalt be, 

All generations laud and honor thee. 

Thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold. 

Most highly favored lady, “Gloria!” 

Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ was born, 

In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 

And Christian folks throughout the world will ever say 

Most highly favored lady, Gloria! 

*Advent Response (Hymn 119, Refrain) ................................................... VENI EMMANUEL 
Rejoice, rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation 

*Hymn 142: “People Look East” .......................................................................... BESANÇON 

Benediction 

Postlude: “Magnificat” (excerpt) ........................................................... Dietrich Buxtehude 

Please remain seated until the conclusion of the postlude. 
 

 

 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


Litanies and Prayers: Adapted from Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed; A Sanctified Art LLC; sanctifiedart.org 

Hymn Credits: © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-700000. All rights reserved. 

Music Credits: Prelude: Public Domain. Introit: © 1989 BLP Choral Music, All Rights Reserved. Anthem: 

© 2000 Paulus Publications. All Rights Reserved. Postlude: Public Domain. Hymn 129: Setting by Hal H. 

Hopson, © 1983, Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp., All Rights Reserved. Hymn 130: Setting by Chad Baker, 

© Augsburg Fortress, All Rights Reserved. Hymn 142: Setting by Wayne L. Wold, © 2001 Augsburg 

Fortress, All Rights Reserved. 

Music Notes: Hymn 129: Beginning as a paraphrase of Psalm 24:7-10, this text then applies the door 

imagery to the singer’s heart, and concludes with the individual’s welcome of the approaching Savior. It is 

set to a very effective anonymous 18th-century English tune that has served many texts. Hymn 130: This 

20th-century paraphrase is based on the Song of Mary (Luke 1:46-55), commonly known by its opening 

Latin word, Magnificat. This song of praise offers clear reminders that God’s purposes often lead to the 

reversal of human values, exalting the poor and dethroning the mighty. Hymn 142: This text was written to 

provide a new Advent text for an existing carol tune, here named for the city in eastern France where it 

originated. The author has imaginatively expressed the cosmic implications of Christ’s coming by 

addressing each stanza to a part of creation. (Music Notes from Glory to God, © 2013 Westminster John 

Knox Press, All Rights Reserved.) 

Cover Art: The Golden Cradle by Carmelle Beaugelin. Inspired by Luke 1:39-45; 56-58.  Acrylic, gilding 

paint, canvas collage on handmade reclaimed paper. Mary and Elizabeth have found in each other a 

sisterhood amid their precarious and unusual circumstances. An older Elizabeth welcomes a young Mary. 

Despite their difference in age, the two cousins find comfort in each other in the midst of the 

unconventional timing of their expanding families. All along, as the two women whisper together of the 

growing promises hidden in their wombs and unconventional lives, Mary and Elizabeth themselves are 

cradled by the guiding arms of the God who moves them beyond cousins into sisterhood. Reminiscent of 

Haitian folk art figures, Mary and Elizabeth are portrayed wearing traditional Afro-Caribbean style 

headdresses as their silhouettes face one another in a stoic greeting. For new Haitian mothers, a tradition of 

preparing sacred tea leaves, as well as postpartum herbal baths, offers solidarity between the more seasoned 

women and a new mother. Often—as displayed by the relationship between the two women in this story—

grandmothers, cousins, and other close female community members act as surrogates in this sacred practice 

for those who have been displaced from their own families. The Golden Cradle expands on the imagery of 

Mary’s golden “yes” to her call, meeting Elizabeth’s “yes” to a holy birth of her own. In their meeting, the 

promises they carry leap for joy at this first encounter, offering us a picture of the kind of communal 

solidarity we often find along the journey of the unfolding story of God in our own lives. Even in moments 

of isolation, we often encounter surrogates who step in with divine provision when we need it the most. 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
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JOURNEY INWARD

Welcome to all who worship with us today! 

Whether you are with us in the sanctuary or 

watching on your computer from home, we 

gladly say, Thank God you are here! If 

you’re visiting or interested in joining the 

church, you are invited to email Dorisanne 

at dorisanne@wattsstreet.org and she’ll be 

delighted to speak with you.  

If you’re worshipping with us online, we 

invite you to gather these items near your 

computer: the worship bulletin, a Bible, and 

a candle to light with us at the beginning of 

the service. The Livestream Service 

begins at 11 a.m. on the Watts Street 

Baptist Church Facebook page or 

https://vimeo.com/user113739534.  You 

can watch the service in “real time” or later.  

Second Hour Ministry is available for 

Preschoolers and Kindergartners in the 

preschool area on the ground floor or on the 

playground, weather permitting, during the 

worship hour. Children gather in the 

sanctuary for worship and leave with 

volunteers after the first hymn. Parents, 

please complete sign-in form each week. 

From Generation to Generation 
Our Advent theme for worship is “From 

Generation to Generation.” Utilizing 

resources from A Sanctified Art, this year’s 

focus is the promise of God’s good news to 

be lived out and passed on from generation 

to generation.  

Pledging Update: As we once again make 

our spiritual journey to Bethlehem, with 

Mary and Joseph, to await the birth of our 

Savior, we travel the way with our fellow 

Watts Street members. By observing 

Advent, we have a season to prepare and to 

focus on hope, peace, joy – and finally, 

love. And we have an opportunity to behold 

those who are on the pilgrimage with us, 

and to pledge ourselves to one another for 

the journey. If you haven’t had the 

opportunity to promise your financial 

support for the coming year, now is the 

time to do so. We celebrate the 125 pledges 

that have been received, totaling $653,878. 

Let us know that we can count on you. 

Thank you, WSBC Stewardship Committee 

End of Year Giving: As we look toward 

the end of the calendar year, we’re looking 

for a strong finish to our financial year at 

Watts Street. One of our strengths as a 

congregation is the excellent fulfillment 

rate of our pledges. We count on this 

fulfillment as well as a healthy amount of 

unpledged giving amount each year to meet 

our budget. As the year comes to a close, 

we invite you to give generously to help 

December’s income be the strongest this 

year.   

https://wattsstreetbaptistchurch.sharepoint.com/sites/Staff/Shared%20Documents/Bulletins/2022%20Bulletins/dorisanne@wattsstreet.org
https://vimeo.com/user113739534
https://wattsstreet.org/give-wsbc/pledge-card/


Request from our Financial Secretary: 
for accounting purposes, all reimbursement 

requests need to be submitted by Dec. 31. 

WSBC Financial Ministry Plan Report 

Weekly Revenue: $17,370.00  

Year to Date Income: $738,870.19 

Annual 2022 Ministry Plan Budget Goal: 

$888,174.00 

WSBC Text Giving through your phone 

is a way you can give to the Budget and 

Minute for Mission. For instructions, visit 

https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving.  

 

 

JOURNEY OUTWARD

Our December Mission Basket collection 

supports Meals on Wheels of Durham. MoWD 

provides homebound adults with nutritious 

meals and regular contact with compassionate 

volunteers. You can participate in this 

collection in two ways: shopping 

online/shipping directly with MoW’s Amazon 

Wishlist or bringing by items (pet food, 

donations of Ensure and/or Glucerna, trash 

bags, sandwich bags, cleaning wipes, paper 

towels, hand soap, gas cards for volunteer 

drivers, etc.) to the Mission Baskets outside 

the church library by December 25. Thank you 

for your support! 

Walltown Neighborhood Ministries is 

collecting gently-used clothes for children, 

ages 1-13. If you would like to donate, 

please bring clothes to the bin in the nursery 

by January 7.   

Creation Care Tip: What to do with 

Pumpkins. If you are wondering what to do 

with your pumpkins, why not bring them to 

the church compost bins behind the Mission 

House. Whole pumpkins can be placed in 

the bin if there is room. If you have a 

CompostNow family size bin at your house, 

you can cut the pumpkin into smaller pieces 

so they will fit inside of your bin. 

 
 

JOURNEY TOGETHER

Service of Lament and Hope: Sunday, 

December 18, 4 pm in the sanctuary.  

During this season, grief and loss are often 

accentuated. This service will provide space 

for reflection and remembrance of losses—

whether they are recent or carried over 

years. There will be spaces to name loved 

ones lost, and also other losses that you wish 

to mark in these days.  

 

 

Young Adult Ministry Lunch Gathering: 

Sunday, December 18, at 12:15 pm at Bull 

City Burger (107 E. Parrish Street). College 

students and young adults, join us as we 

catch up with old friends and meet new 

ones, all in the spirit of Christmas!  If you’d 

like to carpool, meet after worship outside 

the main entrance to the sanctuary. Thanks 

to Karoline and Zac Barkjohn and Drew 

Dockery for coordinating!  

 

https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving
https://www.mowdurham.org/
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2PENQQSU2UCSS?sort=default
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2PENQQSU2UCSS?sort=default


Youth Group Christmas Party, Sunday, 

December 18 from 5:00-7:00 pm at the 

Hanchey Home (4606 Marena Pl).  Bring a 

wrapped present for the Secret Santa Gift 

Exchange Game, a festive snack to share 

(appetizer, veggies/dip, fruit, sweet, savory, 

etc.), and donations for the Food Bank of 

Central and Eastern NC.  Click here for the 

Food Bank wish list! 

Advent at Home: Pick up your Advent 

resource: “wake. welcome. wonder. God 

with us. light.” written by Mary Elizabeth 

Hanchey; the artist is Carlye Daugird. Pick 

up this creative resource in the sanctuary 

foyers on Sunday morning. 

Holiday Schedule: Join us for worship at 11 

am in-person or online on Christmas Day 

(December 25) and the First Sunday after 

Christmas (January 1). No Sunday School 

classes on these days. The church office will 

be closed Dec. 26 – Jan. 3. The ministers 

will be available by cell phone for any 

emergencies that arise. You are welcome to 

drop by end of year donations in the Finance 

box in the workroom. We’ll resume our full 

Sunday schedule on Epiphany Sunday 

(January 8).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Christmas Eve at WSBC 

Saturday, December 24 

5:00 pm in the Sanctuary 

Join us for a candlelight service of  

carols and scripture (and trumpets),  

the lighting of the Christ candle,  

and special music by the choir.  
 

At the conclusion of the service,  

we’ll raise our candles and sing  

“Silent Night” and “Joy to the World”.  
 

Afterwards, all are invited for a time of 

fellowship outside the Watts Street entrance 

where we’ll share Moravian sweet rolls  

and coffee (and hot chocolate) under the 

Christmas lights. (Weather permitting!) 
 

The service will be livestreamed for those who 

cannot be present in person. 
 

If you would like to help with hospitality for 

this special service, please contact Sherrill 

(office@wattsstreet.org). 
 

This year’s Christmas Eve offering  

will support the Food Bank of Central and 

Eastern North Carolina. 
 

http://foodbankcenc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Food-Drive-Most-Needed-Items_2022-English-and-Spanish.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Youth%20Minister/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/C3R4JC8G/office@wattsstreet.org


 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

Sunday, December 18 – Advent IV 

 9:30 a.m. Lectionary Life Together 

Class, Rm 104B, Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Adult Seminar Class, Rm 102, 

Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Rm 115 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class, Rm 

215 

 9:45 a.m.  Sojourners Class, Rm 106 

 9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School, 

playground or classroom  

 9:45 a.m. Youth Sunday School, Rm 

203 (Youth Room) 

 10:00 a.m. Kingdom of God Class,  

  Rm 206 

 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper 

preaching 

 12:15 p.m. Young Adult Ministry Lunch 

 4:00 p.m. Service of Lament & Hope, 

Sanctuary 

 5:00 p.m. Youth Christmas Party, 

Hanchey Home 

Monday, December 19 

 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts, Fellowship Hall 

 7:00 p.m. Boys Scouts, Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, December 20 

 11:00 a.m. Staff Meeting, Rm 102 

Wednesday, December 21 

 9:30 a.m. Staff Ministers Mtg., Rm 102 

 11:30 a.m. Staff Christmas Lunch 

 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 

Choir Room 

Thursday, December 22 

 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast, Elmo’s 

Saturday, December 24 

 5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight 

Service 

 6:00 p.m. Fellowship with Moravian 

coffee, buns and hot chocolate 

Sunday, December 25 – Christmas Day 

  No Sunday School 

 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper 

preaching 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
December 18 Service of Lament & Hope 

Youth Christmas Party 

December 24 Candlelight Service, 5 pm 

December 25 Morning Worship, 11 am 

January 1 Morning Worship, 11am 

January 8 Epiphany Sunday 

January 14 MLK Weekend Service 

Project at Catawba Trail 

Farm 

January 15 MLK Sunday Worship 

Service with St. John’s 

Missionary Baptist Church 

 

 
THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 

CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Claire Dillashaw, Ministerial 

Intern; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Congregational 

Life; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth and Community Life; Renee Street, Custodian; Bobby Sturdivant, 

Sexton; Cara Valenti, Children and Youth Music Director; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries 

 

 



 



 



  


