
 
 
 

 
 

 

DECEMBER 11, 2022 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

DECEMBER 11, 2022 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

Chimes 

Welcome 

    Minute for Mission: El Salvador Scholarships 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Prelude: “Soul, Adorn Thyself with Gladness” ........................................ Johannes Brahms 

ANTICIPATING THE ADVENT OF CHRIST  

Introit: Hymn 134: “Emmanuel” ....................................................................... Bob McGee 

Flute and organ; Soloist; Congregation 

Minister: Alleluia the Christ child comes, and we await his birth. 

People: Let us throw off our distractions, and allow the chaos to settle. 

Minister: Let us watch for the signs, and listen to the messengers. 

People: Let us stand on tiptoe, and shout aloud and sing. 

Minister: Something new is emerging, 

People: Something new is being birthed. 

*Processional Hymn 138: “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” ... REJOICE, REJOICE 

Please remain seated during the organ introduction for the procession of the Banner, 

Light, and Crèche Bearers. Please stand in body or in spirit beginning with stanza 1. 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE  

Minister: Over a hundred people from the ages of two to eighty years old were asked the 

question, “What brings you joy?” From the voices of different generations, hear 

their answers… 

 

 
___________________________________________________ 

*Please stand in body or in spirit. 



Light Bearer: Why do we light this candle? 

People:  We light this candle to remind us of the light of joy that breaks in to our 

world. 

People sing: “One Candle Is Lit” (stanza 3) ................................................ CRADLE SONG 

 Come, festively sing while awaiting the birth, 

 Join angels in dancing from heaven to earth. 

 Wave banners of good news, lift high thankful praise. 

 One candle is lit for the joy of these days.  

ADVENT STORY – Esther Soud Parker  

After the story, Preschoolers/Kindergartners follow Esther to the chapel and Second Hour 

Ministry. Parents please complete a sign-in form in the vestibule. 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  A series of experiments by Princeton psychologists, Janine Willis and 

Alexander Todorov, taught the world that it only takes a tenth of a second for us to 

form an impression of a stranger. In other words, it only takes a tenth of a second for 

us to look at someone’s face and determine a stereotype about who they are. With 

decisions happening that quickly, it is not hard to imagine why we might need this 

moment of confession. The prayer of confession is an opportunity to slow down. We 

take that tenth of a second and give it room to breathe. We reflect on the decisions 

that we’ve made this past week and we ask for God’s mercy to be in all of them. And 

without fail, God wiggles God’s self into the cracks of our lives, and we are made 

better for it. So with that confidence, let us make our confession first in silence. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession: God of mercy, a thousand times a day we have the opportunity to 

be gracious, to assume the best in others, to give the benefit of the doubt. A thousand 

times a day we could choose the better way, but so often we don’t. Fear and greed 

kick in. Assumptions and insecurities take the wheel. Comparison and critique lead 

the charge. Forgive us for forgetting that we are descendants of Joseph. Forgive us for 

forgetting that grace and mercy are in our blood. Forgive us for forgetting that all 

belong to you. Give us the courage to love even bigger than before, and the wisdom 

to choose a better way. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People: Thanks be to God. 



Prayer for the People 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Hebrew Bible: Isaiah 35:1-10 

Minister: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25  

 Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

 People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “We Can Choose a Better Way” – Dorisanne Cooper 

Silence 

Hymn 153: “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” ....................................................... CAROL 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: The day of rejoicing is coming, the prophet Isaiah says, and we await it 

together; 

People: Our gifts today in this season of waiting help us strengthen one another and 

offer hope to the world as we look forward to that great day of everlasting joy. 

Receiving Gifts 

We invite you to consider how you might share your time, talents, and resources  

to support programs and activities that sustain and challenge our congregation,  

promote justice, and expand our care for others in Durham and beyond.  

You are invited to give online at www.wattsstreet.org or to place your offering  

in the baskets near the exits at the conclusion of the service. 

Anthem: “Veni, Veni Emmanuel”  ....................................................... Michael John Trotta 

Veni, veni Emanuel! 

Captivum solve Israel! 

Qui gemit in exsilio 

Privatus Dei Filio 

O come, O Come, Emmanuel! 

And ransom captive Israel! 

Who mourns in lonely exile here, 

Until the Son of God appear 

Refrain: Gaude, gaude, Emanuel 

Nascetur pro te, Israel 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


Veni, veni Rex Gentium! 

Veni Redemptor Omnium 

Ut salvas tuos famulos 

Peccati sibi conscios 

O come, O come, the King of nations, 

O come the Redeemer of all 

To save your servants 

From their sins. 

Veni, veni, O Oriens, 

Solare nos adveniens, 

Noctis depelle nebulas, 

Dirasque mortis tenebras 

O come, O come, the Morningstar 

And cheer us by thy drawing nigh. 

Disperse the clouds of night 

And put to flight Death’s dark shadows. 

 

*Advent Response (Hymn 119, Refrain) ................................................... VENI EMMANUEL 
Rejoice, rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation 

*Hymn 144: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” ........................................................... ST. LOUIS 

Benediction 

Postlude: “Soul, Adorn Thyself with Gladness”............................... Johann Sebastian Bach 

Please remain seated until the conclusion of the postlude. 
 

 

Litanies and Prayers: Adapted from Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed; A Sanctified Art LLC; sanctifiedart.org 

Hymn Credits: © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-700000. All rights reserved. 

Music Credits: Prelude: Public Domain.  Introit: ©1976 C.A. Music (a division of Christian Artists Corp.); 

All Rights Reserved.  Anthem: © 2015. Carl Fischer-, LLC., All Rights Reserved.  Postlude: Public 

Domain. Hymn 158: Setting by Aaron David Miller, © 2007, Augsburg Fortress, All Rights Reserved.  

Hymn 153: Setting by Albert D. Schmutz, © 1943, Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp., All Rights Reserved.  

Hymn 144: Setting by Janet Linker, © 2007, Augsburg Fortress, All Rights Reserved. 

Anthem Note: Michael John Trotta’s modern setting of the eighteenth century “O Come. O Come, 

Emanuel” casts the hymn as a dialogue between the supplicants and the Creator, combining old and new, 

the ever-present and not always seen.  The text dates to the ninth century and is based on the seven “O 

Antiphons” traditional used for seven days before Christmas.  The first word of each stanza forms a reverse 

acrostic:  Sapientia (Wisdom), Adonai (Lord), Radix Jesse (Root of Jesse), Clavis David (Key of David), 

Oriens (Morningstar), Rex Gentium (King of the nations), and Emmanuel (God is with us).  Reversing the 

order of the first letters yields ERO CRAS in Latin, which means, “Tomorrow, I will be.”  

Hymn Notes: Hymn 138: After attending a carol concert, the author and composer of this hymn was 

moved to create a contemporary, accessible carol that drew on the familiar images in a new way. There are 



echoes here of passages such as Isaiah 9:6, Matthew 1:23, Isaiah 35:5-6, Isaiah 2:4. Hymn 153: The “it” of 

the first line of this text by a Unitarian minister does not refer to the birth of Jesus, but to “that glorious 

song of old,” the angelic tiding so peace on earth.  Hymn 144: Though he was famed during his lifetime as 

a great preach, no sermon Phillips Brooks ever preach has been heard or read by as many people as have 

sung this carol he wrote in December1968 for the Sunday School children of Holy Trinity Episcopal 

Church in Philadelphia. 

Cover Art and Artist Statement: The Courageous Choice by Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity, Silk painting 

with digital drawing and collage. When Joseph learns that his engagement has turned into a scandal, he 

decides to dismiss Mary quietly. While this choice may seem like a compassionate one, it’s also a passive 

choice, one with little cost to Joseph but great consequences for Mary. As an unmarried mother, she and her 

child would be incredibly vulnerable, shunned by society, perhaps cut off from family support and 

resources. This choice means Joseph’s reputation remains unharmed while pregnant Mary will live on with 

mounting shame and threats cast upon her. While Joseph is thinking about all of this, perhaps deliberating 

about how he will delicately manage the social perceptions of this unexpected turn in his life, an angel 

comes to him in his dreams. What I find most interesting is that the angel doesn’t command Joseph, instead 

he simply says, “Don’t be afraid.” He essentially says: “Don’t be afraid of the social stigma. Don’t be 

afraid to become a parent through adoption. Don’t be afraid to experience a love greater than you have ever 

known. Don’t be afraid to make the courageous choice, the one that will not only change your life, but the 

lives of Mary and Jesus and so many generations who will come after you.” In this image, I’ve captured 

Joseph in the liminal space where his dreams will soon shape his reality. He rests his head on a folded 

blanket, which represents the woven tapestry of his ancestors who also made difficult choices for good. 

Gold interconnecting lines, like the roots and branches of a family tree, envelop him, symbolizing the 

beautiful web of regeneration that will come from his courage. As we reflect on the Christmas story 

through Joseph’s experience, may we, too, have the courage to choose a better way. 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Claire Dillashaw, Ministerial 

Intern; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Congregational 

Life; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth and Community Life; Renee Street, Custodian; Bobby Sturdivant, 

Sexton; Cara Valenti, Children and Youth Music Director; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries 
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DECEMBER 11, 2022 

JOURNEY INWARD

Welcome to all who worship with us today! 

Whether you are with us in the sanctuary or 

watching on your computer from home, we 

gladly say, Thank God you are here! If 

you’re visiting or interested in joining the 

church, you are invited to email Dorisanne 

at dorisanne@wattsstreet.org and she’ll be 

delighted to speak with you.  

If you’re worshipping with us online, we 

invite you to gather these items near your 

computer: the worship bulletin, a Bible, and 

a candle to light with us at the beginning of 

the service. The Livestream Service 

begins at 11 a.m. on the Watts Street 

Baptist Church Facebook page or 

https://vimeo.com/user113739534.  You 

can watch the service in “real time” or later.  

Second Hour Ministry is available for 

Preschoolers and Kindergartners in the 

preschool area on the ground floor or on the 

playground, weather permitting, during the 

worship hour. Children gather in the 

sanctuary for worship and leave with 

volunteers after the first hymn. Parents, 

please complete sign-in form each week. 

From Generation to Generation 
Our Advent theme for worship is “From 

Generation to Generation.” Utilizing 

resources from A Sanctified Art, this year’s 

focus is the promise of God’s good news to 

be lived out and passed on from generation 

to generation.  

Pledging Update: During this season of 

Advent, we are focusing on the promise of 

God’s good news – to be lived out and 

passed on from generation to generation. 

We are all beneficiaries of the faithful 

founders and dedicated church members 

who came before us, and to those who 

welcomed us into this family of faith.  

By pledging our time and talents to this 

congregation, we will prepare the way for 

our children and youth – and for 

newcomers – to join us on the journey. So 

far, we have received 123 pledges for 2023, 

totaling $637,678. Be sure your pledge is 

included! Thank you, WSBC Stewardship 

Committee 

WSBC Financial Ministry Plan Report 

Weekly Revenue: $22,667.00  

Year to Date Income: $721,175.19 

Annual 2022 Ministry Plan Budget Goal: 

$888,174.00 

WSBC Text Giving through your phone 

is a way you can give to the Budget and 

Minute for Mission. For instructions, visit 

https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving.  

 

 

https://wattsstreetbaptistchurch.sharepoint.com/sites/Staff/Shared%20Documents/Bulletins/2022%20Bulletins/dorisanne@wattsstreet.org
https://vimeo.com/user113739534
https://wattsstreet.org/give-wsbc/pledge-card/
https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving


 
 

JOURNEY OUTWARD

December Minute for Mission: Today, 

Clark Godfrey and Paula Januzzi-Godfrey 

bring our annual appeal to support school 

scholarships for students in the Alegria 

community of El Salvador. Our sister church 

in San Salvador, Iglesia Bautista Emmanuel, 

works closely with this community and 

Watts Street teams have had the privilege of 

visiting Alegria many times. Checks should 

be made out to WSBC with “El Salvador 

Scholarships” noted in the memo line or 

consider the text giving option. 

Share Your Christmas: WOW! Thank you, 

Watts Street, for your quick and generous 

response to the “Share Your Christmas” call 

from Walltown Neighborhood Ministries. 

All 41 Angel Tags were claimed in record 

time. Gift cards (with the angel tags 

attached) are due to the church office this 

Sunday, December 11. Thanks again! 

Our December Mission Basket collection 

supports Meals on Wheels of Durham. MoWD 

provides homebound adults with nutritious 

meals and regular contact with compassionate 

volunteers. You can participate in this 

collection in two ways: shopping 

online/shipping directly with MoW’s Amazon 

Wishlist or bringing by items (pet food, 

donations of Ensure and/or Glucerna, trash 

bags, sandwich bags, cleaning wipes, paper 

towels, hand soap, gas cards for volunteer 

drivers, etc.) to the Mission Baskets outside 

the church library by December 25. Thank you 

for your support! 

 

Walltown Food Bank: Volunteers are 

needed for bagging groceries on Monday, 

December 12 (11:00 am-2:00 pm) and food 

delivery Thursday, December15 (11:00 am – 

1:00 pm). For more information, contact 

Bob Kruhm, robertkruhm@email.com or 

919-699-6226 or visit the Walltown 

Neighborhood Ministries web page. 

Walltown Neighborhood Ministries is 

collecting gently-used clothes for children, 

ages 1-13. If you would like to donate, 

please bring clothes to the bin in the nursery 

by January 7.   

Opportunity with Urban Ministries: A team 

of Watts Streeters will provide the evening 

meal for guests at Urban Ministries this 

Thursday, December 15. To help with grocery 

shopping, food prep, cake or brownie baking, 

food packing/delivery, please contact Greg 

Palmer (senorpalmer@gmail.com). 

Creation Care Tip: What to do with 

Pumpkins. If you are wondering what to do 

with your pumpkins, why not bring them to 

the church compost bins behind the Mission 

House. Whole pumpkins can be placed in 

the bin if there is room. If you have a 

CompostNow family size bin at your house, 

you can cut the pumpkin into smaller pieces 

so they will fit inside of your bin.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mowdurham.org/
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2PENQQSU2UCSS?sort=default
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2PENQQSU2UCSS?sort=default
mailto:robertkruhm@email.com
https://www.walltownneighborhoodministries.org/food-ministry-sign-ups
https://www.walltownneighborhoodministries.org/food-ministry-sign-ups
https://wattsstreetbaptistchurch.sharepoint.com/sites/Staff/Shared%20Documents/Bulletins/2022%20Bulletins/senorpalmer@gmail.com


JOURNEY TOGETHER

Children’s Christmas Pageant, this 

Sunday, December 11 at 3:30 pm on the 

Playground. You are invited to experience 

the awe and wonder of the birth of Jesus 

through the eyes of our children as they tell 

the Christmas Story. We’ll hear scripture 

readings, sing Christmas Carols, and have a 

special time to bring gifts to the baby Jesus. 

Bring a lawn chair and donations of socks, 
gloves or hats for Urban Ministries of 

Durham.  

Pageant Rehearsal is Saturday, December 10 

with speaking part cast at 9:30 a.m. and the 

entire cast from 10 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  

Youth-led Fum, Fum, Fum-Fest! Sunday, 

December 11, 4:00-5:00 pm in the Urban 

Ave. parking lot. After the Children’s 

Christmas Pageant, stick around for some 

festive fun and fellowship led by the Watts 

Street youth, featuring cookie decorating, 

ornament making, live music, games, and 

more! “Thanks to God for holidays, sing 

fum, fum, fum!” 

WSBC Christmas Lunch: Wednesday, 

December 14 at 12:00 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall. Join us for a feast catered 

by Bullock’s. We’ll enjoy good company 

and sing Christmas carols together. Cost for 

lunch is $10 per person. Bring socks, 

underwear or t-shirts to donate to Urban 

Ministries of Durham. Please RSVP on 

Realm (or by emailing the church office) by 

Friday, December 9. 

WSBC Young Adult Ministry Christmas 

Party!  Wednesday, December 14, 7:00 

p.m. at the home of Blanche and Alan 

Williams (4 North Ridge Place, Durham).  

We’ll have hot cider and some sweet and 

savory snacks on hand. You just need to 

bring a fun, wrapped present (in the $10 

range) for the Gift Exchange game!  Please 

RSVP to kelly@wattsstreet.org or 

blanche.williams50@gmail.com.   

Young Adult Ministry Lunch Gathering: 

Sunday, December 18, at 12:15 pm at Bull 

City Burger (107 E. Parrish Street). If you’d 

like to carpool, meet after worship outside 

the main entrance to the sanctuary. Thanks 

to Karoline and Zac Barkjohn and Drew 

Dockery for coordinating!  

Service of Lament and Hope: Sunday, 

December 18, 4 pm in the sanctuary.  

During this season, grief and loss are often 

accentuated. This service will provide space 

for reflection and remembrance of losses—

whether they are recent or carried over 

years. There will be spaces to name loved 

ones lost, and also other losses that you wish 

to mark in these days.  

Advent at Home: Pick up your Advent 

resource: “wake. welcome. wonder. God 

with us. light.” written by Mary Elizabeth 

Hanchey; the artist is Carlye Daugird. Pick 

up this creative resource in the sanctuary 

foyers on Sunday mornings. 

Holiday Schedule: Join us for worship at 11 

am in-person or online on Christmas Day 

(December 25) and the First Sunday after 

Christmas (January 1). No Sunday School 

classes on these days. The church office will 

be closed Dec. 26 – Jan. 2. The ministers 

will be available by cell phone for any 

emergencies that arise. You are welcome to 

drop by end of year donations in the Finance 

box in the workroom. We’ll resume our full 

Sunday schedule on Epiphany Sunday 

(January 8).   

file:///C:/Users/Youth%20Minister/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/C3R4JC8G/kelly@wattsstreet.org
file:///C:/Users/Youth%20Minister/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/C3R4JC8G/blanche.williams50@gmail.com


 

 

 
Christmas Eve at WSBC 

Saturday, December 24 

5:00 pm in the Sanctuary 

Join us for a candlelight service of  

carols and scripture (and trumpets),  

the lighting of the Christ candle,  

and special music by the choir.  

 

At the conclusion of the service,  

we’ll raise our candles and sing  

“Silent Night” and “Joy to the World”.  

 

Afterwards, all are invited for a time of 

fellowship outside the Watts Street entrance 

where we’ll share Moravian sweet rolls and 

coffee (and hot chocolate) under the 

Christmas lights.  

 

The service will be livestreamed for those 

who cannot be present in person. 

 

If you would like to help with hospitality for 

this special service, please contact Sherrill 

(office@wattsstreet.org). 

 

This year’s Christmas Eve offering  

will support the Food Bank of Central and 

Eastern North Carolina. 
 

 

file:///C:/Users/Youth%20Minister/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/C3R4JC8G/office@wattsstreet.org


 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

Sunday, December 11 – Advent III 

 9:30 a.m. Lectionary Life Together 

Class, Rm 104B, Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Adult Seminar Class, Rm 102, 

Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Rm 115 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class, Rm 

215 

 9:45 a.m.  Sojourners Class, Rm 106 

 9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School, 

playground or classroom 

 9:45 a.m. Youth Sunday School, Rm 

203 (Youth Room) 

 10:00 a.m. Kingdom of God Class,  

  Rm 206 

 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper 

preaching 

 12:15 p.m. Worship & Music Committee, 

Norris Tillman Room 

 3:30 p.m. Children’s Christmas Pageant, 

Playground 

 4:00 p.m. Youth-led Fum. Fum. Fum-

Fest, Urban Ave parking lot 

Monday, December 12 

 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts, Fellowship Hall 

 7:00 p.m. Boys Scouts, Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, December 13 

 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting, Rm 102 

Wednesday, December 14 

 9:30 a.m. Staff Ministers Mtg., Rm 102 

 12:00 p.m. Adult Christmas Lunch, 

Fellowship Hall 

 7:00 p.m. Young Adult Ministry 

Christmas Party, Williams 

Home 

 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 

Choir Room 

Thursday, December 15 

 6:30 p.m. Voices for Love In Action, 

Rm 102 

 

Sunday, December 18 – Advent IV 

 9:30 a.m. Lectionary Life Together 

Class, Rm 104B, Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Adult Seminar Class, Rm 102, 

Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Rm 115 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class, Rm 

215 

 9:45 a.m.  Sojourners Class, Rm 106 

 9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School, 

playground or classroom  

 9:45 a.m. Youth Sunday School, Rm 

203 (Youth Room) 

 10:00 a.m. Kingdom of God Class,  

  Rm 206 

 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper 

preaching 

 12:15 p.m. Young Adult Ministry Lunch 

 4:00 p.m. Service of Lament & Hope, 

Sanctuary 

 5:00 p.m. Youth Christmas Party, 

Hanchey Home 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
December 11 Share Your Christmas  

Gift Cards Due 

December 11 Children’s Christmas 

Pageant and Fum, Fum, 

Fum-Fest! 

December 14 WSBC Christmas Lunch  

December 14 Young Adult Ministry 

Christmas Party 

December 18 Service of Lament & Hope 

Youth Christmas Party 

December 24 Candlelight Service, 5 pm 

December 25 Morning Worship, 11 am 

 



 



 



 



  


