
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

DECEMBER 4, 2022 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

DECEMBER 4, 2022 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

Chimes 

Welcome 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Prelude: “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” .............................................. Johannes Brahms 

ANTICIPATING THE ADVENT OF CHRIST  

Choral Introit: “A Processional for Advent” ................................................. Rachel Aarons 

Come, thou redeemer of the earth; 

And manifest thy virgin birth: 

Let every age adoring fall; 

Such birth befits the God of all. (St. Ambrose, trans. John Mason Neale) 

Minister: Let us prepare our hearts as we await the coming of our Lord. 

People: Let us watch for the one who heard our cries and shouldered the suffering of 

our world. 

Minister: Let us anticipate the coming of Christ’s eternal world with wholeness, 

reconciliation, and plenty for all. 

People: Let us wait in expectation for the day when God’s glory is revealed in all its 

fullness. 

*Hymn 140: “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” .......................................................... SHEFFIELD 

Please remain seated during the organ introduction for the procession of the banner, 

Light bearer, and crèche. Please stand in body or in spirit beginning with stanza 1. 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE  

Minister: Over a hundred people from the ages of two to eighty years old were asked the 

question, “What are you afraid of?” From the voices of different generations, hear 

their answers… 

___________________________________________________ 

*Please stand in body or in spirit. 



   

Light Bearer: Why do we light this candle? 

People:  Today we light the candle of peace to remind ourselves of God’s peace in the 

midst of all we fear. 

People sing: “One Candle Is Lit” (stanza 2) ................................................ CRADLE SONG 

 Come quickly, shalom, teach us how to prepare 

 For a gift that compels us with justice to care. 

 Our spirits are restless till sin and war cease. 

 One candle is lit for the reign of God’s peace. 

ADVENT STORY – Esther Soud Parker  

After the story, Preschoolers/Kindergartners follow Esther to the chapel and 

Second Hour Ministry. Parents, please complete a sign-in form in the vestibule.  

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister: Fear can be a good thing. It can help us be attentive while driving down the 

highway. It can alert us to possible accidents. It can motivate us to do our best. 

However, fear can also be harmful. For so many of us, fear of the other, fear of 

failure, or fear of the unknown has led us to make sinful choices in our lives—choices 

such as building walls or tearing others down. Today, in confession, we ask for mercy 

and pray for guidance. As we confess, we come before an entirely merciful and 

loving God who says to us, “Do not be afraid.” We make our confessions first in 

silence. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession: Patient God, you know just how often we make decisions from a 

place of fear rather than love. You know just how often we allow fear to take the 

place of logic, fanning unhealthy fires in our lives. You know just how often we tuck 

your words, “Do not be afraid” on dusty shelves and in the back of closets, stubbornly 

holding onto our own point of view. Forgive us for giving fear the microphone. 

Silence the voices of scarcity, shame, and rejection, which spark and feed so much of 

our fear, to recenter us in love. With hope we pray, Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People: Thanks be to God. 

Prayer of the People 

 



TENDING TO THE WORD 

Hebrew Bible: Isaiah 11:1-10 

Minister: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Luke 1:26-38 

 Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

 People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “God Meets Us in Our Fears” – Dorisanne Cooper 

Silence 

Hymn 104: “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” .................................... DIVINUM MYSTERIUM 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: God of hopeful waiting, we give thanks for all the ways you reveal your light 

to us. 

People: May these offerings nurture the ways your promise is breaking into the world 

in acts of compassion, justice, and peace. 

Receiving Gifts 

We invite you to consider how you might share your time, talents, and resources  

to support programs and activities that sustain and challenge our congregation,  

promote justice, and expand our care for others in Durham and beyond.  

You are invited to give online at www.wattsstreet.org or to place your offering  

in the baskets near the exits at the conclusion of the service. 

Anthem: “Advent Promise”  .....................................................................Paul Laubengayer 

View the presence through promise, Christ will come again. Trust despite the deep’ning 

darkness, Christ will come again. Lift the world above its grieving through the watching 

and believing in the hope past hope’s conceiving: Christ will come again. 

Probe the present with the promise, Christ will come again. Let your daily actions 

witness, Christ will come again. Let your loving and your giving and your justice and 

forgiving be a sign to all the living: Christ will come again. 

Match the present to the promise, Christ will come again. Make this hope your guiding 

premise, Christ will come again. Pattern all your calculating and the world you are creating to 

the advent you are waiting: Christ will come again. 

*Advent Response (Hymn 119, Refrain) ................................................... VENI EMMANUEL 
Rejoice, rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation 

*Hymn 165: “Once in Royal David’s City” .................................................................. IRBY 

Benediction 

Postlude: “Comfort, Comfort, Ye My People” ........................................ Sigfrid Karg-Elert 

Please remain seated until the conclusion of the postlude. 
 

 

Cover Art:. Mary’s Golden annunciation by Carmelle Beaugelin  

Litanies and Prayers: Adapted from Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed; A Sanctified Art LLC; sanctifiedart.org 

Hymn Credits: © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-700000. All rights reserved. 

Music Credits: Prelude: Public Domain. Anthem: © 2005, MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc., All Rights 

Reserved.  Postlude: Public Domain. Hymn 165: Setting by Colin Mawby, © 1994, Kevin Meyhew Ltd., 

All Rights Reserved. 

Music Notes: Hymn 104: Seldom has the wonder of the Incarnation expressed so beautifully as in this text, 

created in the era when the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds were being codified and mindful of similar 

theological affirmations.  It is set to a plainchant melody from the late Middle Ages.  Hymn 165: Like “All 

Things Bright and Beautiful,” this popular Christmas hymn was written by an Irish poet to illustrate for 

children the various articles of the Apostles’ Creed.  It is not known which of several English villages the 

composer had in mind when naming this tune. (Music Notes from Glory to God, © 2013 Westminster John 

Knox Press, All Rights Reserved.)  

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Claire Dillashaw, Ministerial 

Intern; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Congregational 

Life; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth and Community Life; Renee Street, Custodian; Bobby Sturdivant, 

Sexton; Cara Valenti, Children and Youth Music Director; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries 
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DECEMBER 4, 2022 

JOURNEY INWARD

Welcome to all who worship with us today! 

Whether you are with us in the sanctuary or 

watching on your computer from home, we 

gladly say, Thank God you are here! If 

you’re visiting or interested in joining the 

church, you are invited to email Dorisanne 

at dorisanne@wattsstreet.org and she’ll be 

delighted to speak with you.  

If you’re worshipping with us online, we 

invite you to gather these items near your 

computer: the worship bulletin, a Bible, and 

a candle to light with us at the beginning of 

the service. The Livestream Service 

begins at 11 a.m. on the Watts Street 

Baptist Church Facebook page or 

https://vimeo.com/user113739534.  You 

can watch the service in “real time” or later.  

Second Hour Ministry is available for 

Preschoolers and Kindergartners in the 

preschool area on the ground floor or on the 

playground, weather permitting, during the 

worship hour. Children gather in the 

sanctuary for worship and leave with 

volunteers after the first hymn. Parents, 

please complete sign-in form each week. 

From Generation to Generation 
Our Advent theme for worship is “From 

Generation to Generation.” Utilizing 

resources from A Sanctified Art, this year’s 

focus is the promise of God’s good news to 

be lived out and passed on from generation 

to generation.  

Pledging Update: At Watts Street Baptist 

Church, we are a covenant people, 

committed to each other as fellow pilgrims 

on the journey of faith. On the cusp of the 

church’s centennial, we are reminded that it 

will take all of us, contributing our time, 

money and abilities, to embody our 

covenant – and continue the church’s 

mission for the next 100 years. To date, 120 

pledges for 2023 have been received, 

totaling $632,378.00. Promise your 

financial support so that we can: worship 

together; seek to grow; study the Bible; 

instruct others; teach children; love and 

minister to one another; celebrate different 

views and gifts; proclaim the gospel; 

embody God’s forgiveness; promote peace 

and justice; feed, house and befriend the 

needy; and seek the Kin-dom of God on 

earth. Thank you, WSBC Stewardship 

Committee 

WSBC Financial Ministry Plan Report 

Weekly Revenue: $19,620.25  

Year to Date Income: $698,508.19 

Annual 2022 Ministry Plan Budget Goal: 

$888,174.00 

WSBC Text Giving through your phone 

is a way you can give to the Budget and 

https://wattsstreetbaptistchurch.sharepoint.com/sites/Staff/Shared%20Documents/Bulletins/2022%20Bulletins/dorisanne@wattsstreet.org
https://vimeo.com/user113739534
https://wattsstreet.org/welcome/about-us/covenant/
https://wattsstreet.org/give-wsbc/pledge-card/


Minute for Mission. For instructions, visit 

https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving.  

 

 

JOURNEY OUTWARD

The annual WSBC holiday shopping day 
at Bull City Fair Trade will begin 

immediately following worship this Sunday, 

December 4. Come by the store (811 Ninth 

Street) for the WSBC discount or shop 

online at https://bullcityfairtrade.com for 

Fair Trade handmade crafts, clothing and 

artwork created by craftspeople from over 

50 countries and regions of the US that are 

struggling economically. This event is 

sponsored by WSBC Missions Committee. 

Cookies, coffee, and juice will be served. 

BCFT began as One World Market in the 

WSBC fellowship hall over 30 years ago! 

Questions? Contact Paula Januzzi-Godfrey 

(januzzip@gmail.com) or Jan Williams 

(jan.adams.williams@gmail.com). 

Share Your Christmas: Watts Street has 

been challenged to provide 41 gift cards of 

$45 each by December 11 for our neighbors 

in Walltown. These gift cards (to specific 

locations) will provide toys and clothes for 

children, Christmas dinners for families, 

fruit bags and groceries for seniors, and care 

bags for neighbors who are experiencing 

homelessness.  If you can help, please take a 

numbered tag from the display in the front 

foyer by the Watts Street entrance.  Then 

return the tag with the gift card to the 

WSBC church office by next Sunday, 

December 11.  Thank you, Watts Street! 

Durham CAN Assembly: A few Watts 

Street members are needed to attend this 

CAN meeting on Tuesday, December 8, 6 

pm – 7:30 pm at the Eno River Unitarian 

Fellowship (4907 Garrett Road).  

Representatives from local congregations, 

associations and neighborhoods will identify 

common issues and vote on CAN’s top 

priorities for 2023-24.  Six Listening 

Sessions were held at Watts Street in 

October and November with sixty-three 

people participating.  Frequently mentioned 

concerns were housing, food insecurity, 

health care, criminal justice, and 

environmental issues.  For more information 

or a summary of the Watts Street listening 

sessions, contact Bob Kruhm at 919-699-

6226 or robertkruhm@gmail.com. 

Our December Mission Basket collection 

supports Meals on Wheels of Durham. MoWD 

provides homebound adults with nutritious 

meals and regular contact with compassionate 

volunteers. You can participate in this 

collection in two ways: shopping 

online/shipping directly with MoW’s Amazon 

Wishlist or bringing by items (pet food, 

donations of Ensure and/or Glucerna, trash 

bags, sandwich bags, cleaning wipes, paper 

towels, hand soap, gas cards for volunteer 

drivers, etc.) to the Mission Baskets outside 

the church library by December 25. Thank you 

for your support! 

The Walltown Neighborhood Ministries 

Food Bank has several opportunities for 

volunteers this month. On Saturday, 

December 3 and December 10 (1:30 - 3:00 

pm), Watts Streeters are invited to 

participate with other local congregations 

shopping for grocery and home supplies. 

The Food Bank serves 150 food insecure 

seniors and disabled residents each month.  

https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving
https://bullcityfairtrade.com/
mailto:januzzip@gmail.com
mailto:jan.adams.williams@gmail.com
mailto:robertkruhm@gmail.com
https://www.mowdurham.org/
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2PENQQSU2UCSS?sort=default
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2PENQQSU2UCSS?sort=default


Volunteers are also needed for bagging 

Monday, December 12 (11:00 am-2:00 pm) 

and food delivery Thursday, December15 

(11:00 am – 1:00 pm). Please contact Bob 

Kruhm, at robertkruhm@email.com or 919-

699-6226 for details on where you can serve 

or visit the Walltown Neighborhood 

Ministries web page.  

Creation Care Tip: What to do with 

Pumpkins. If you are wondering what to do 

with your pumpkins, why not bring them to 

the church compost bins behind the Mission 

House. Whole pumpkins can be placed in 

the bin if there is room. If you have a 

CompostNow family size bin at your house, 

you can cut the pumpkin into smaller pieces 

so they will fit inside of your bin. 
 

JOURNEY TOGETHER

Advent at Home: Pick up your Advent 

resource: “wake. welcome. wonder. God 

with us. light.” written by Mary Elizabeth 

Hanchey; the artist is Carlye Daugird. Pick 

up this creative resource in the sanctuary 

foyers on Sunday mornings.  

Young Adult Ministry Lunch Gathering: 

Sunday, December 4, at 12:15 pm at Bull 

City Burger (107 E. Parrish Street). If you’d 

like to carpool, meet after worship outside 

the main entrance to the sanctuary. Thanks 

to Karoline and Zac Barkjohn and Drew 

Dockery for coordinating!  

Join us for the Movie Matinee to see 

Scrooged, Wednesday, December 7 at 1 

p.m. in room 102. “Based on the 1843 

novella A Christmas Carol by Charles 

Dickens, Scrooged is a modern retelling that 

follows Bill Murray as Frank Cross, a 

cynical and selfish television executive, who 

is visited by a succession of ghosts on 

Christmas Eve intent on helping him regain 

his Christmas spirit.”  

Children’s Christmas Pageant: Sunday, 

December 11, 3:30 pm on the Playground. 

You are invited to experience the awe and 

wonder of the birth of Jesus through the eyes 

of our children as they tell the Christmas 

Story. We’ll hear scripture readings, sing 

Christmas Carols, and have a special time to 

bring gifts to the baby Jesus. Bring a lawn 

chair and donations of socks, gloves or hats 

for Urban Ministries of Durham.  

Pageant Rehearsal is Saturday, December 10 

with speaking part cast at 9:30 a.m. and the 

entire cast from 10 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  

Youth-led Fum, Fum, Fum-Fest! Sunday, 

December 11, 4:00-5:00 pm in the Urban 

Ave. parking lot. After the Children’s 

Christmas Pageant, stick around for some 

festive fun and fellowship led by the Watts 

Street youth, featuring cookie decorating, 

ornament making, live music, games, and 

more! “Thanks to God for holidays, sing 

fum, fum, fum!” 

WSBC Christmas Lunch: Wednesday, 

December 14 at 12:00 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall. Join us for a feast catered 

by Bullock’s. We’ll enjoy good company 

and sing Christmas carols together. Cost for 

lunch is $10 per person. Bring socks, 

underwear or t-shirts to donate to Urban 

Ministries of Durham. Please RSVP on 

Realm (or by emailing the church office) by 

Friday, December 9. 

WSBC Young Adult Ministry Christmas 

Party!  Wednesday, December 14, 7:00 

p.m. at the home of Blanche and Alan 

Williams (4 North Ridge Place, Durham). 

College students and young adults, out-of-

towners or local-yocals, we would LOVE to 

mailto:robertkruhm@email.com
https://www.walltownneighborhoodministries.org/food-ministry-sign-ups
https://www.walltownneighborhoodministries.org/food-ministry-sign-ups


see each of you at our Christmas party this 

year. Join us as we catch up with old friends 

and meet new ones, all in the spirit of 

Christmas! We’ll have hot cider and some 

sweet and savory snacks on hand. You just 

need to bring a fun, wrapped present (in the 

$10 range) for the Gift Exchange game!  

Please RSVP to kelly@wattsstreet.org or 

blanche.williams50@gmail.com.   

Service of Lament and Hope: Sunday, 

December 18, 4 pm in the sanctuary.  

During this season, grief and loss have are 

accentuated in so many ways. This service 

will provide space for reflection and 

remembrance of losses—whether they are 

recent or carried over years. There will be 

spaces to name loved ones lost, but also 

other losses that you wish to mark in these 

days.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Christmas Eve at WSBC 

Saturday, December 24 

5:00 pm in the Sanctuary 

Join us for a candlelight service of  

carols and scripture (and trumpets),  

the lighting of the Christ candle,  

and special music by the choir.  

 

At the conclusion of the service,  

we’ll raise our candles and sing  

“Silent Night” and “Joy to the World”.  

 

Afterwards, all are invited for a time of 

fellowship outside the Watts Street entrance 

where we’ll share Moravian sweet rolls and 

coffee (and hot chocolate) under the 

Christmas lights.  

 

The service will be livestreamed for those 

who cannot be present in person. 

 

If you would like to help with hospitality for 

this special service, please contact Sherrill 

(office@wattsstreet.org). 
 

 

 

kelly@wattsstreet.org
blanche.williams50@gmail.com


 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

Sunday, December 4 – Advent II 

 9:30 a.m. Lectionary Life Together 

Class, Rm 104B, Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Adult Seminar Class, Rm 102, 

Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Rm 115 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class, Rm 

215 

 9:45 a.m.  Sojourners Class, Rm 106 

 9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School, 

Playground or classroom 

 9:45 a.m. Youth Sunday School, Rm 

203 (Youth Room) 

 10:00 a.m. Kingdom of God Class,  

  Rm 206 

 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper 

preaching 

 12:00 p.m. WSBC Bull City Fair Trade 

Shopping Day 

 12:15 p.m. Young Adult Ministry Lunch 

 4:30 p.m. Youth Recreation & Supper, 

Urban Ave parking lot 

 5:30 p.m. Youth Group, Youth Room 

Monday, December 5 

 6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts, Fellowship Hall 

 7:00 p.m. Boys Scouts, Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, December 6 

 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting, Rm 102 

Wednesday, December 7 

 9:30 a.m. Staff Ministers Mtg., Rm 102 

 1:00 p.m. Movie Matinee, Rm 102 

 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 

Choir Room 

Thursday, December 8 

 7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast, Elmo’s 

 6:00 p.m. Stewardship Committee, 

Zoom 

Saturday, December 10 

 9:30 a.m. Practice for Children’s 

Christmas Pageant 

 

Sunday, December 11 – Advent III 

 9:30 a.m. Lectionary Life Together 

Class, Rm 104B, Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Adult Seminar Class, Rm 102, 

Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Rm 115 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class, Rm 

215 

 9:45 a.m.  Sojourners Class, Rm 106 

 9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School, 

Playground or classroom 

 9:45 a.m. Youth Sunday School, Rm 

203 (Youth Room) 

 10:00 a.m. Kingdom of God Class,  

  Rm 206 

 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper 

preaching 

 12:15 p.m. Worship & Music Committee, 

Norris Tillman Room 

 3:30 p.m. Children’s Christmas Pageant, 

Playground 

 4:00 p.m. Youth-led Fum. Fum. Fum-

Fest, Urban Ave parking lot 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
December 4 Youth Winter Retreat 

deposits ($40) due 

December 4  Bring a Friend to Youth 

Group Night 

December 11 Share Your Christmas  

Gift Cards Due 

December 11 Children’s Christmas 

Pageant and Fum, Fum, 

Fum-Fest! 

December 14 WSBC Christmas Lunch  

December 14 Young Adult Ministry 

Christmas Party 

December 18 Youth Christmas Party 

December 24 Candlelight Service, 5 pm 

 



 



 



  


