NOVEMBER 20, 2022
WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH
DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA

THE WORSHIP OF GOD
NOVEMBER 20, 2022
REIGN OF CHRIST/CHRIST THE KING
GATHERING FOR THE JOURNEY
Chimes
Welcome
Minister: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light
Prelude: “Pastorale” (from Sonata opus 88) .............................................Josef Rheinberger

PRAISING GOD
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:

Blessed be the Lord God who looks with kindness on us.
We are the inheritors of the promises made long ago to our ancestors.
Blessed be the Lord God who gathers us here in this place.
From across the street, from halfway around the world, God brings us home to
the heart of grace.
Minister: Blessed be the Lord God who has remembered us.
People: Scoffers and singers, watchers and wigglers, we are those redeemed by God.
*Hymn 618: “How Firm a Foundation” ............................................................ FOUNDATION
Preschoolers and kindergartners are invited to follow volunteers to Second Hour Ministry.
Parents, please accompany children to the vestibule and complete a sign-in form.

PRAYING TOGETHER
Minister: We know that we have not lived as God hopes. But however fragmented we
become, God longs to hold us together in grace and peace. Let us come with our
prayers of confession and need to the One who prepares the way for our words.
Prayers of Confession in Silence

___________________________________________________

*Please stand in body or in spirit.

Corporate Confession: In these moments, Remembering God, we bring to you all the
ways we have not lived as your people: we stand by watching while those in need
struggle to survive; we cast our lots with those who worship power and success; we
scoff at your words which call us to a different lifestyle. Forgive us, God of Mercy,
for not knowing what we do to you, to others, to ourselves. Speak to us through
Jesus Christ, our King and our Savior, who bears words filled with your tender
mercy and gracious hope. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon
People: Thanks be to God.
Pastoral Prayer – Esther Soud Parker

TENDING TO THE WORD
Old Testament: Jeremiah 23:1-6
Minister: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Gospel: Luke 1:68-79
Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ.
People: May the Spirit grant us understanding.
Sermon: “A Benedictus in the Thick of This” – Kelly Sasser
Silence
Hymn 135: “Blessed Be the God of Israel” ...................................................MERLE’S TUNE

OFFERING OUR GIFTS
Minister: Loving God, we are ill at ease in a world we cannot control, but you have
given us the secret of love.
People: Grant us so to love our neighbors and ourselves that we may find you whom
we seek with heart and mind and soul and strength.
Receiving Gifts
We invite you to consider how you might share your time, talents, and resources
to support programs and activities that sustain and challenge our congregation,
promote justice, and expand our care for others in Durham and beyond.
You are invited to give online at www.wattsstreet.org or to place your offering
in the baskets near the exits at the conclusion of the service.

Anthem (Choir & Congregation): “Beautiful Savior” (see back page) .. arr. David Cherwien
Congregation sings on stanzas 1, 3, and 4
*Response (Hymn 715, stanza 3) ...................................................................... NUN DANKET
All praise and thanks to God our Father and our Mother,
To Christ and to the One who binds us to each other,
The one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore,
For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.
*Prayer of Dedication

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH
*Invitation
*Hymn 699: “Rejoice, the Lord Is King!” ................................................. DARWALL’S 148th
Benediction
Carrying the Light into the World
Postlude: “Diademata” ....................................................................... Christopher Tambling
Please remain seated until the conclusion of the postlude.
Litany Credits: Thom Shuman, lectionaryliturgies.com
Music Credits: Prelude and Postlude: Public Domain. Anthem: © 2002 Augsburg Fortress, All Rights Reserved.
Music Notes: Hymn 618: It seems odd now to think of singing this to ADESTE FIDELES, but mainline churches did
so into the 20th century because of a culture bias against shape note music. The vigor of the present tune seems
especially right for the final line’s reference to Hebrews 13:5. Hymn 699: Each stanza of this enthronement text
prepares for the final line of the refrain, based on Philippians 4:4. “Lord” is here a title of Christ rather than a reference
to the undivided Trinity. The late 18th-century tune (first used with Psalm 148) captures the mood well. (Music Notes
from Glory to God, © 2013 Westminster John Knox Press, All Rights Reserved.)
Hymn Credits: © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License
#A-700000. All rights reserved.

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church
to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,
sexual orientation, or any other distinction.
We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.”
We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation.
We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere.
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NOVEMBER 20, 2022
JOURNEY INWARD
Welcome to all who worship with us today!
Whether you are with us in the sanctuary or
watching on your computer from home, we
gladly say, Thank God you are here! If
you’re visiting or interested in joining the
church, you are invited to email Dorisanne
at dorisanne@wattsstreet.org and she’ll be
delighted to speak with you.
If you’re worshipping with us in person,
please note that our COVID-19 Safety
Protocol is currently “masks optional and
welcome.” We know many will continue to
mask, especially when we are gathered in
big groups, and masks will always be
welcome.
If you’re worshipping with us online, we
invite you to gather these items near your
computer: the worship bulletin, a Bible, and
a candle to light with us at the beginning of
the service. The Livestream Service
begins at 11 a.m. on the Watts Street
Baptist Church Facebook page or
https://vimeo.com/user113739534. You
can watch the service in “real time” or later.
Second Hour Ministry is available for
Preschoolers and Kindergartners in the
preschool area on the ground floor or on the
playground, weather permitting, during the
worship hour. Children remain in place
after Sunday School or they gather in the
sanctuary for worship and leave with

volunteers after the first hymn. Parents,
please complete sign-in form each week.
Pledging Update: Thank God you are here
and thank you for the stewardship of your
resources to continue the mission of our
church in the community and the world.
We are committed to advocating for peace
and social justice, caring for those who
need our help, nurturing our youth and
children, and building on the foundation on
which we all can continue to grow in our
faith. Please pledge your 2023 financial
support of the church by Nov. 27. To date,
111 pledges have been received, totaling
$587,898. The privilege of WSBC
fulfilling its goals in 2023 and beyond will
take the collective effort of all of us. In the
words of Helen Keller: “Alone we can do
so little. Together we can do so much.”
WSBC Stewardship Committee
WSBC Financial Ministry Plan Report
Weekly Revenue: $27,018.53
Year to Date Income: $677,472.94
Annual 2022 Ministry Plan Budget Goal:
$888,174.00
WSBC Text Giving through your phone
is a way you can give to the Budget and
Minute for Mission. For instructions, visit
https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving.

JOURNEY OUTWARD
Fill the Cornucopia with Ensure to support
Meals on Wheels of Durham. This Sunday,
November 20, you are invited to bring
containers of Ensure to the sanctuary
communion table and fill the cornucopia
before the worship service begins. We
appreciate your donations!
Our November/December Mission Basket
collection supports Meals on Wheels of
Durham. MoWD provides homebound adults
with nutritious meals and regular contact with
compassionate volunteers. You can participate
in this collection in two ways: shopping
online/shipping directly with MoW’s Amazon
Wishlist or bringing by items (pet food,
donations of Ensure and/or Glucerna, trash
bags, sandwich bags, cleaning wipes, paper
towels, hand soap, gas cards for volunteer
drivers, etc.) to the Mission Baskets outside
the church library by December 25. Thank you
for your support!
November Minute for Mission: Last
Sunday, Janeli McNeal offered a Minute for
Mission on behalf of the Duke Dementia
Family Support Program. This program offers
a services to help families live their best with
Alzheimer’s or related cognitive
impairments. Donations can be placed in the
offering plates by the exits or mailed to the
church. Checks should be made out to WSBC
with “November Minute for Mission” noted in
the memo line or consider the text giving
option.
Transgender Day of Remembrance:
Members of the WSBC Voices for Love In
Action group invite you to join them at the
Transgender Day of Remembrance event
today, November 20, from 5-7 pm at Duke
Central Park. Organized by the LGBTQ

Center of Durham, this event honors the
memory of transgender people whose lives
were lost in acts of violence and provides
information on how to advocate for protective
legislation. For more information, contact
Cathy Brennan at crbrennan@gmail.com.
Turkey Trot for Durham CAN: During the
month of November, Durham CAN member
institutions are undergoing a friendly
competition to see who can earn the most
points walking, running, posting on social
media about CAN, having relational meetings,
and donating. Learn more here!
The annual WSBC holiday shopping day
at Bull City Fair Trade will begin at 12 noon
immediately following worship on Dec. 4.
Come by the store (811 Ninth Street) for a
discount on all items purchased or shop
online at https://bullcityfairtrade.com for
Fair Trade handmade crafts, clothing and
artwork created by craftspeople from over
50 countries and regions of the US that are
struggling economically. This event is
sponsored by WSBC Missions Committee.
Cookies, coffee, and juice will be served.
BCFT began as One World Market in the
WSBC fellowship hall over 30 years ago!
Contact Paula Januzzi-Godfrey
(januzzip@gmail.com) or Jan Williams
(jan.adams.williams@gmail.com) if you
have questions.
Creation Care Tip: Avoid "Fast Fashion"
clothing production that harms the earth.
When you shop for clothes online, shop for
companies that are kind to Mother Earth.
Check their website for the “About Us”
story of their commitment to sustainability,
to fair practices for their workers, and to
giving back (planting trees, for example). If

the cost is higher than you would pay for
“fast fashion,” recognize that your purchase
is supporting a sea change in an industry that

has been abusive to earth. Check out
Arrayed, TenTree United by Blue, Pact.

JOURNEY TOGETHER
Young Adult Ministry Lunch Gathering:
Sunday, November 20, at 12:15 pm at Bull
City Burger (107 E. Parrish Street). If you’d
like to carpool, meet after worship outside
the main entrance to the sanctuary. Thanks
to Karoline and Zac Barkjohn and Drew
Dockery for coordinating!
Thanksgiving Soup Supper and
Communion Service: Tuesday, November
22. “We gather together” at 5:30 p.m., in
the fellowship hall for soup, followed by
communion around the tables. Join us for
this time of sweet fellowship and giving
thanks led by Claire Dillashaw. Please
RSVP on Realm (or by emailing the church
office) by Sunday, November 20.
Hanging of the Greens: Sunday, November
27, 5 to 7 p.m. All ages are invited to enjoy
a light supper, decorate the sanctuary, make
Christmas crafts, and decorate the Chrismon
tree. To volunteer at a children’s craft table,
contact Hannah Barrett.
Join us for the Movie Matinee to see
Scrooged, on Wednesday, December 7 at 1
p.m. in room 102. “Based on the 1843
novella A Christmas Carol by Charles
Dickens, Scrooged is a modern retelling that
follows Bill Murray as Frank Cross, a
cynical and selfish television executive, who
is visited by a succession of ghosts on
Christmas Eve intent on helping him regain
his Christmas spirit.”
Advent at Home: Pick up your Advent
resource: “wake. welcome. wonder. God
with us. light.” written by Mary Elizabeth
Hanchey; the artist is Carlye Daugird. Pick

up this creative resource in the sanctuary
foyers on Sunday mornings.
Children’s Christmas Pageant: Sunday,
December 11, 3:30 pm on the Playground.
“The Christmas Story” is presented by
children ages nursery to fifth graders. There
are a variety of ways to participate,
including various scripture readings,
walking to Bethlehem, singing Christmas
music, etc. – all dressed in costume. We’ll
also have a time to bring gifts to the baby
Jesus (donate socks, gloves, or hats for
Urban Ministries of Durham). Rehearsal is
Saturday, December 10 with speaking part
cast at 9:30 a.m. and the entire cast from 10
a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Youth-led Fum, Fum, Fum-Fest! Sunday,
December 11, 4:00-5:00 pm in the Urban
Ave. parking lot. After the Children’s
Christmas Pageant, stick around for some
festive fun and fellowship led by the Watts
Street youth, featuring cookie decorating,
ornament making, live music, games, and
more! “Thanks to God for holidays, sing
fum, fum, fum!”
WSBC Christmas Lunch: Wednesday,
December 14 at 12:00 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall. Join us for a feast catered
by Bullock’s. We’ll enjoy good company
and sing Christmas carols together. Cost for
lunch is $10 per person. Please RSVP on
Realm (or by emailing the church office) by
Friday, December 9.
Thank you to Diana Jackson, Ginny
Wiggins, Cyd Reynolds and Becky Dodson
for wrapping candles for Christmas Eve.

What a gift to us all!
Flowers: A floral arrangement is always a
welcome addition to the worship service. It
does not have to be a formal arrangement
but can be a bouquet of flowers from your

yard or a cluster of interesting greenery. You
may order from a florist. It’s a nice way to
honor a person or a special occasion.
Contact Sherrill (office@wattsstreet.org) to
sign up.

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Claire Dillashaw, Ministerial
Intern; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Congregational
Life; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth and Community Life; Renee Street, Custodian; Bobby Sturdivant,
Sexton; Cara Valenti, Children and Youth Music Director; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR
Sunday, November 20
9:30 a.m. Lectionary Life Together
Class, Rm 104B, Hybrid
9:45 a.m. Watts Street 101, Library
9:45 a.m. Adult Seminar Class, Rm 102,
Hybrid
9:45 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Rm 115
9:45 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class,
Memorial Garden
9:45 a.m. Sojourners Class, Rm 106
9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School,
Playground
9:45 a.m. Youth Sunday School, Rm
203 (Youth Room)
10:00 a.m. Kingdom of God Class,
Rm 206
11:00 a.m. Worship – Kelly Sasser
preaching
12:15 p.m. Young Adult Ministry Lunch
4:30 p.m. Youth Recreation & Supper,
Urban Ave parking lot
5:30 p.m. Youth Group, Youth Room
Monday, November 21
6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts, Fellowship Hall
7:00 p.m. Boys Scouts, Fellowship Hall
Tuesday, November 22
1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting, Rm 102
5:30 p.m. Thanksgiving Eve Soup
Supper & Communion,
Fellowship Hall
Thursday, November 24-Thanksgiving
Church Office - CLOSED
Friday, November 25
Church Office - CLOSED
Sunday, November 27 – Advent I
9:30 a.m. Lectionary Life Together
Class, Rm 104B, Hybrid
9:45 a.m. Watts Street 101, Library
9:45 a.m. Adult Seminar Class, Rm 102,
Hybrid
9:45 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Rm 115

9:45 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class,
Memorial Garden
9:45 a.m. Sojourners Class, Rm 106
9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School,
Playground
9:45 a.m. Youth Sunday School, Rm
203 (Youth Room)
10:00 a.m. Kingdom of God Class,
Rm 206
11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper
preaching
5:00 p.m. Hanging of the Greens &
Supper, Fellowship Hall &
Sanctuary

SAVE THE DATE
November 22
November 27
December 4
December 4
December 11

December 18

Thanksgiving Soup Supper
and Communion Service
Advent I / Hanging of the
Greens
Youth Winter Retreat
deposits ($40) due
Bring a Friend to Youth
Group Night
Children’s Christmas
Pageant and Fum, Fum,
Fum-Fest!
Youth Christmas Party

