SEPTEMBER 25, 2022
WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH
DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA

THE WORSHIP OF GOD
SEPTEMBER 25, 2022
THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
GATHERING FOR THE JOURNEY
Chimes
Welcome
Minister: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light
Prelude: “Fairest Lord Jesus”........................................................................... Richard Peek

PRAISING GOD
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:

Even as we move through the wilderness of this life,
We rest in the shelter of the Most High;
We abide in the shadow of the Almighty;
We find refuge under the wings of our Holy Parent.
We trust the angels of God,
The word of God,
The people of God,
The hands of God
Will somehow bear us up.
And so we come to call on God who has promised to answer. (from Psalm 91)

*Hymn 67: “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”........................................................... ST. ANNE
Preschoolers and kindergartners are invited to follow volunteers to Second Hour Ministry.
First, Second, and Third Graders follow volunteers to the Library for the Worship Education Class.

PRAYING TOGETHER
Minister: Sometimes, God, we take our opinions, our entitlements, ourselves so seriously
that we fail to notice our effect on others. Without knowing it, we miss the
connections between our limitless wants and the resources left for others. Bring our
awareness to your justice for all and to the universality of your love. We offer our
prayers of confession, first in silence.
___________________________________________________

*Please stand in body or in spirit.

Prayers of Confession in Silence
Corporate Confession: God of mercy, we confess our sin: that our vision has failed, our
compassion has waned, and all too often we have not lived the lives of love you
intended. Forgive us, heal us, and restore us in Christ. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon
People: Thanks be to God.
Pastoral Prayer – Dorisanne Cooper

TENDING TO THE WORD
Gospel: Luke 16:19-31
Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ.
People: May the Spirit grant us understanding.
Sermon: “Stop and Think” – Dorisanne Cooper
Silence
Hymn 475: “The Church of Christ in Every Age” .............................................. WAREHAM

OFFERING OUR GIFTS
Minister: In the upside-down world of the Gospel, we measure our wealth not by what
we have, but what we can give away.
People: Let us give away generously, in this offering, to bless God’s church, God’s
people, God’s creation.
Receiving Gifts
We invite you to consider how you might share your time, talents, and resources
to support programs and activities that sustain and challenge our congregation,
promote justice, and expand our care for others in Durham and beyond.
You are invited to give online at www.wattsstreet.org or to place your offering
in the baskets near the exits at the conclusion of the service.

Anthem: “Bless the Lord, My Soul!” ......................................................... Dan R. Edwards
Bless the Lord, My Soul! Joyfully proclaim! Bless the Lord and all that is within me,
praise his holy name. Bless the Lord, my soul! All within me sing! Let my heart burst
forth with hallelujahs to my God and King. O let my voice resound with adoration. He is
worthy to be praised, and may my heart be bowed in consecration, in honor of his
wondrous ways. O bless the Lord, my soul, sing hallelujah! (Psalm 103:1)

*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*Prayer of Dedication

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH
*Invitation
*Hymn 665: “Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life” ....................................... GERMANY
Benediction
Carrying the Light into the World
Postlude: “Fairest Lord Jesus” ......................................................................... Richard Peek
Please remain seated until the conclusion of the postlude.
Liturgist: Claire Dillashaw
Cover Art: Sam Gross, New Yorker Cartoon original

Prayer of Confession: Steve Garnaas-Holmes, Unfoldinglight.net, alt.

Music Notes: Hymn 67: Most people sing this hymn unaware that it paraphrases Psalm 90, partly because this text speaks so
immediately to the human condition. Since the middle of the 19th century, it has usually been joined to this tune named for the
London parish where the composer was organist. Hymn 475: In this challenging text by a British Methodist minister, the oddnumbers stanzas develop the image of “the servant church,” while the second surveys the many needs and the fourth describes the true
source of strength for the task. Hymn 665: Because dense populations always result in concentrated hardships, this vivid yet timeless
evocation of urban need connects to our own day, as well as to Jesus’ lament over Jerusalem (Matthew 23:37/Luke 13:34). This tune
was the first used with this text and is now customary.
Music Credits: Prelude and Postlude: ©1969 Brodt Music Company; Hymn 67: Settings by C. S. Lang, © 1963, Oxford University
Press, All Rights Reserved; Donald R. M. Patterson, © McAfee Music Corporation, All Rights Reserved; Hymn 475: Setting by
Emily Maxson Porter, © 2008 Augsburg Fortress, All Rights Reserved.
Hymn Credits: © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-700000.
All rights reserved.

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church
to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,
sexual orientation, or any other distinction.
We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.”
We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation.
We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere.
THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Claire Dillashaw, Ministerial
Intern; Sherrill Figuera, Office Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Congregational
Life; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth and Community Life; Renee Street, Custodian; Bobby Sturdivant,
Sexton; Cara Valenti, Children and Youth Music Director; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries
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SEPTEMBER 25, 2022
JOURNEY INWARD
Welcome to all who worship with us today!
Whether you are with us in the sanctuary or
watching on your computer from home, we
gladly say, Thank God you are here! If
you’re visiting or interested in joining the
church, you are invited to email Dorisanne
at dorisanne@wattsstreet.org and she’ll be
delighted to speak with you.
The Livestream Service begins at 11 a.m.
and can be found on the Watts Street
Baptist Church Facebook page or directly at
this link: https://vimeo.com/user113739534
You can watch the service in “real time” or
later.
COVID Safety Protocol Update: We are
encouraged by the downward trends in
COVID numbers in Durham County and
want to remind small groups (including
Sunday school classes) that you are
welcome to make your own decisions about
masking, but in hallways and in the
sanctuary when we gather for worship, we
will continue to require masks at this time.
Adult Sunday School classes begin at 9:45
a.m. Hybrid options are available for those
who may not be ready to gather in person.
Visit here to read about individual class
offerings. For more information about
connecting with a Sunday School class,
contact Esther@wattsstreet.org.

Children’s Sunday School meets at 9:45
a.m. Preschoolers – Kindergartners gather
on the playground, weather permitting or in
preschool room 2. First – Fifth grades
gather in room 201 for Sunday School and
Choir.
Second Hour Ministry is available for
Preschoolers and Kindergartners in the
preschool area on the ground floor or on the
playground, weather permitting, during the
worship hour. Children remain in place
after Sunday School or they gather in the
sanctuary for worship and leave with
volunteers after the first hymn. Parents,
please complete sign-in form each week.
First, Second, and Third Grade Worship
Education classes during worship continue
through October 9. Children leave with the
preschoolers after the first hymn and go to
the library for classes focusing on worship,
music, scripture, prayer, baptism, and
communion. We’ll learn why worship is
important and the many ways we can
engage in worship services. Contact Esther
Soud Parker for more information.
Youth Retreat: This weekend, 40 Watts
Street youth and adults are on a retreat in
Glendale Springs, NC. The theme for the
retreat is “Peace Like a River” and the trip
includes a five-mile leisurely kayaking trip
on the New River with beautiful mountain

scenery! Pray for the group as they
recreate, learn together, worship, and travel
home (returning on Sunday at 3 p.m.). No
evening youth activities on Sunday – rest
up after the retreat and we’ll resume our
regular schedule on October 2!
WSBC Financial Ministry Plan Report
Weekly Revenue: $31,853.92
Year to Date Income: $550,676.34
Annual 2022 Ministry Plan Budget Goal:
$888,174.00

WSBC Text Giving through your phone
is a way you can give to the Budget and
Minute for Mission. For instructions, visit
https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving.
The Link for the 2023 Church Budget
was in the congregational email on
September 23. If you have any comments
or questions please contact Alan Williams,
agw1951@gmail.com or John Lehman,
jglehman2@gmail.com

JOURNEY OUTWARD
Thank you to all Watts Streeters who
participated in Saturday’s Pride Parade
and/or the Walltown Community Street
Reach Celebration. What a great way to be
out in the community making connections
with our neighbors!
Walltown Food Bank Volunteer
Opportunities: Watts Street volunteers are
needed to help serve over 150 vulnerable
seniors and disabled residents who receive
groceries and home supplies each month.
Volunteers are needed for sorting/bagging
on Monday, September 26 (11 am – 2 pm)
and delivery on Thursday, September 29 (11
am -2 pm). Please contact Bob Kruhm,
(robertkruhm@email.com, 919-699-6226)
for details or sign up at Walltown
Neighborhood Ministries.
“Sounding the Call”: Last Sunday in
worship, we offered prayers for the variety
of ways Watts Street seeks to live out our
faith through our Mission Groups and
community connections. We introduced our
Mission Groups and their leaders and
“sounded the call” to all members of the
congregation to consider engaging with a
Watts Street Mission Group this fall. At

www.wattsstreet.org, you can find the
WSBC Missions Brochure and the Mission
Group interest form. Completed forms can
be placed in the offering plates, dropped off
at the church office, or emailed to
kelly@wattsstreet.org. If you are not sure
where to connect, we’d love to talk with
you! Please contact Clark Godfrey
(clarkgodfrey820@gmail.com) or Kelly
Sasser (kelly@wattsstreet.org).
You’re Invited to Celebrate Bull City Fair
Trade’s 30th Birthday! Saturday, October
1 from 5:30-7:30 pm at 811 Ninth Street
with the So Good Pupusas food truck, sweet
treats, drinks, and music from Ron’s Band.
Watts Street is the founding organization of
Bull City Fair Trade (formerly One World
Market), a store that sells crafts from
artisans in developing countries at fair
market prices.
Creation Care Tip: Join People of Faith in
the 2nd Annual Climate Prayer Chain for the
Earth on Monday, October 3 at 5 p.m.
People will form a human prayer chain on
the sidewalks of Wade Avenue in Raleigh
between and beyond the Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship of Raleigh (UUFR)
and the United Church of Christ. Register at
https://interfaithcreationcare.org/2022prayerchain/ or contact Jan Williams
(jan.adams.williams@gmail.com, 919-9037055) for more details.
Pilgrimage of Pain and Hope: On October
3-5, you’re invited to join other Watts
Streeters in a Pilgrimage led by
DurhamCARES. Participants will spend a
day at Stagville Plantation, take a walking
tour of downtown Durham (you can also
drive from site to site), meet with local
leaders and learn the stories and histories of
the area’s Black, Latino, and Indigenous
communities. Join us for this transformative
experience connecting Durham’s story, your
story, and God’s story. To Sign up send
your name, email, and any special dietary
needs to office@wattsstreet.org. The cost
is $150/person, but scholarships are
available. Checks should be made out to
WSBC with “Pilgrimage” in the memo line.
For more information, contact Barb Rumer
(barb.rumer@gmail.com) or Dorisanne
Cooper (dorisanne@wattsstreet.org).
Catawba Trail Farm: Children and their
families are invited to gather on Saturday,
October 8 at Catawba Trail Farm, 2080
Sawmill Creek Pkwy, Durham, 9:00 – 11:30
am. Bring your family to volunteer on the
farm and learn about this initiative
combining faith, community, racial equity,
creation care, education, history, food
distribution, and more! Bring work gloves,

closed-toe shoes, hat, sunscreen, bug spray,
and a water bottle. For more information
check out their website at www.ucan.today
Our September/October Mission Basket
collection supports the Parktown Food Hub, a
community-based partnership aimed at
building relationships and reducing hunger
and food insecurity in South Durham.
Parktown gives out a ton of fresh produce but
they have asked us to re-stock their pantry
with non-perishable items like canned fruit,
canned vegetables (other than corn or green
beans), Ramen noodles, and Cup-a-Noodles.
Please no glass containers. Donations can be
dropped off in the Mission Baskets outside the
church library by October 23. Thank you for
your support!

From the Alliance of Baptists:
Excavating Our Roots
Baptist History and the Origins of White
Supremacy in the United States
November 10-12, 2022
The Equal Justice Initiative,
Montgomery, Alabama
Ticket Price: $50/person
To learn more or to register, visit
https://allianceofbaptists.org/events/fallgathering-2022/

JOURNEY TOGETHER
Financial Health Checkup: Preparing for
our Next 100 Years! On Sunday, October
2, from 9:45 - 10:45 am, Bill Wilson,
director of The Center for Healthy
Churches, will share information about

financial models that will sustain churches
in the future and lead a discussion about
how to make our dreams for Watts Street
Baptist Church a reality. Arrive at 9:15 a.m.
for coffee, orange juice and pastries outside

(weather permitting) and then we’ll move to
the fellowship hall for the session. A Zoom
link will also be available in the
congregational email on September 30.
Young Adult Ministry Lunch Gatherings:
College students and young adults, we’d
love to help you make connections at Watts
Street! Join us for lunch on Sunday, October
2, at 12:15 pm. If you’d like to carpool, meet
after worship outside the main entrance to
the sanctuary on Watts Street. We’ll plan to
eat outside, weather permitting. Thanks to
Drew Dockery and Karoline and Zac
Barkjohn for coordinating. For more
information, contact Kelly Sasser
(kelly@wattsstreet.org).
Watts Street 101: Are you new to Watts
Street and interested in learning more about
the life and ministries here and ways you
might connect? WS 101 is a series of three
conversations about these very things. These
conversations are set for October 9, 16, and
23 from 9:45 to 10:45 am, in the Library.
Church staff and lay leaders will meet with
visitors and new members who want to learn
more about the congregation. All are
welcome. Please see one of the staff
ministers if you’d like to attend.
Music News: A heartfelt welcome to our
new members of the Chancel Choir. So glad
to have you. We have room for more
singers. If you are interested, please contact
Melody Zentner. It is also wonderful to have
Cara Valenti back working with our children
and Youth.
Mark your calendar! We will have an
outdoor concert on Sunday, October 23 at
4 pm in front of the church. The concert will
consist of the Dixieland group with Mike
Killam, a vocal ensemble called “The Travel
Team” with Cara Valenti, and a solo by

Scotty Elliot. Watts Street (in front of the
church) will be blocked off during that time.
Bring a chair and some friends. In case of
inclement weather, the concert will be held
inside the church.
Calling Watts Street Artisans! The 45th
annual Watts Street Fall Bazaar is set for
Saturday, November 5! We will once again
offer an online shopping experience for
handmade items and foods. There will also
be a “fall festival” community atmosphere
on the 5th from 10 am – 12 pm with hot
food/drinks for sale, a cupcake walk,
carnival games, live music, and a quilt
raffle. If you are able to sew, make
handmade craft items, donate artwork or
photography, make and jar soups, bake
bread, cakes or other sweet treats, or
volunteer, we’d love to have your support.
Please contact Susan Brooks
(suebrooks10@gmail.com) or Kelly Sasser
(kelly@wattsstreet.org) for more
information. Proceeds from the Fall Bazaar
support the Good Shepherd Window
restoration and our 2023 Youth Summer
Service/Learning Experiences.
Watts Street Walk/Run Club: Interested in
meeting up with fellow Watts Streeters to
exercise and socialize? Join the brand new
Walk/Run Club! We meet on Thursdays at 7
pm in the Urban Street parking lot. We
break up into walkers, walk/runners and
continuous runners and head over to Duke
East campus for a loop or two. All levels
and abilities welcome! Afterwards we will
meet back at the church parking lot to share
popsicles and conversation. The club will
utilize Realm Connect to post
announcements and RSVP for weekly runs.
Questions? Contact Cathy Brennan
(crbrennan@gmail.com).

Flowers: A floral arrangement is always a
welcome addition to the worship service. It
does not have to be a formal arrangement
but can be a bouquet of flowers from your
yard or a cluster of interesting greenery. You
may order from a florist. It’s a nice way to
honor a person or a special occasion.
Contact Sherrill (office@wattsstreet.org) to
sign up.
COVID Test Kits are available for free
from the church office or the sanctuary
vestibule. Please take a kit or two home with
you!

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR
Sunday, September 25
9:30 a.m. Lectionary Life Together
Class, Rm 104B, Hybrid
9:45 a.m. Adult Seminar Class, Rm 102,
Hybrid
9:45 a.m. Bible Workbench, Rm 108,
Hybrid
9:45 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Rm 115
9:45 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class,
Memorial Garden
9:45 a.m. Sojourners Class, Rm 106
9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School,
Playground
9:45 a.m. Youth Sunday School, Rm
203 (Youth Room)
10:00 a.m. Kingdom of God Class,
Rm 206
11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper
preaching
3:00 p.m. Youth Return from Fall
Retreat, Urban Ave parking
lot
4:00 p.m. Enneagram & Mindfulness
Group, Zoom
Monday, September 26
7:00 p.m. Boys Scouts, Fellowship Hall
Tuesday, September 27
11:00 a.m. Gals Gathering, Panera
1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting, Rm 102
6:15 p.m. Church Council, Zoom
Wednesday, September 28
9:30 a.m. Staff Ministers Meeting, Rm
102
7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal,
Choir Room
Thursday, September 29
7:00 p.m. Watts Street Walk/Run Club
Meetup, Urban Ave parking
lot
Sunday, October 2
9:30 a.m. Lectionary Life Together

Class, Rm 104B, Hybrid
9:45 a.m. Adult Seminar Class, Rm 102,
Hybrid
9:45 a.m. Bible Workbench, Rm 108,
Hybrid
9:45 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Rm 115
9:45 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class,
Memorial Garden
9:45 a.m. Sojourners Class, Rm 106
9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School,
Playground
9:45 a.m. Youth Sunday School, Rm
203 (Youth Room)
10:00 a.m. Kingdom of God Class,
Rm 206
11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper
preaching
4:30 p.m. Youth Recreation & Supper,
Urban Ave parking lot
5:30 p.m. Youth Group, Youth Room

SAVE THE DATE
Children’s Worship
Education
October 3-5
WSBC Pilgrimage with
DurhamCares
October 8
Children and Parents at
Catawba Trail Farm
October 8
Youth YAM JAM Gleaning
October 9, 16, 23 Watts Street 101
October 16
Fall Church Meeting
October 23
Pledge Sunday
October 23
Fall Outdoor Concert
October 30
Children’s Sabbath
November 5
Fall Bazaar
October 2, 9

