JULY 24, 2022
WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH
DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA

THE WORSHIP OF GOD
JULY 24, 2022
THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
GATHERING FOR THE JOURNEY
Chimes
Welcome
Minister: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light
Prelude: “Blessed Jesus, at Thy Word” ............................................Johann Sebastian Bach

PRAISING GOD
Minister: Creator God, you welcome us into your home.
People: You receive us and serve us, and we receive your grace.
Minister: You sit with us and share quiet moments.
People: You speak your Word to us, and we are changed.
Minister: You feed us with the energy of your love, and give us courage.
People: So we sit with you; we listen to you;
and, changed, we go forth with your good news into this world.
*Hymn 595: “Be Thou My Vision” ............................................................................. SLANE
Preschoolers and kindergartners are invited to follow volunteers to Second Hour Ministry.
Parents, please accompany children to the vestibule and complete a sign-in form.

PRAYING TOGETHER
Minister: In our scriptures, so many stories reveal to us our brokenness. Yet every page,
every story tells us of the One who longs to make us whole. Let us confess our sins
and clear the way for God's reconciling love to work within us.
Prayers of Confession in Silence

___________________________________________________

*Please stand in body or in spirit.

Corporate Confession: Revealing God, in the mirror we call scripture, we see ourselves
for who we are and are not. We whine about those not doing what we think they
should and ignore our failings. We speak words which nibble away at our family and
friends. Forgive us, Reconciling Love. Sit us down at Jesus’ feet, so we may learn the
balanced life you intend for us. Then help us to set aside our grudges, to offer our
gifts to our neighbors; help us bring healing to others; help us reach out and welcome
others, even as we have been welcomed into your heart through Jesus Christ.
Assurance of Pardon
People: Thanks be to God.
Pastoral Prayer

TENDING TO THE WORD
Gospel: Luke 10:38-42
Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ.
People: May the Spirit grant us understanding.
Sermon: “Learn” – Dorisanne Cooper
Silence
Hymn 575: “Come and Find the Quiet Center” .............................................BEACH SPRING

OFFERING OUR GIFTS
Minister: Gracious God, we give you our lives, symbolized in our gifts.
People: Receive them with love, bless them with grace and use them for your Way.
Receiving Gifts
We invite you to consider how you might share your time, talents, and resources
to support programs and activities that sustain and challenge our congregation,
promote justice, and expand our care for others in Durham and beyond.
You are invited to give online at www.wattsstreet.org or to place your offering
in the baskets near the exits at the conclusion of the service.

Offertory: “Blessed Assurance” .............................. arr. John Ness Beck (Text: Hymn 543)
*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*Prayer of Dedication

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH
*Invitation
*Hymn 324: “Your Words to Me Are Life and Health” ........................... WINCHESTER OLD
Benediction
Carrying the Light into the World
Postlude: “Humbly I Adore Thee, Verity Unseen” ................................... Charles Callahan
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It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church
to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,
sexual orientation, or any other distinction.
We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.”
We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation.
We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere.
THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office
Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Congregational Life; Kelly Sasser, Minister with
Youth and Community Life; Renee Street, Custodian; Bobby Sturdivant, Sexton; Melody Zentner, Director of
Music Ministries
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JOURNEY INWARD
Welcome to all who worship with us today!
Whether you are with us in the sanctuary or
watching on your computer from home, we
gladly say, Thank God you are here! If
you’re visiting or interested in joining the
church, you are invited to email Dorisanne
at dorisanne@wattsstreet.org and she’ll be
delighted to speak with you.
The Livestream Service begins at 11 a.m.
and can be found on the Watts Street
Baptist Church Facebook page. You do not
need a Facebook account to watch the
video. (Click “not now” when Facebook
prompts you to create an account.) You can
watch the service in “real time” or later.
After the livestream finishes, the archived
video will drop down to the right column
below the main viewing screen and be
available for viewing at any time.
Covid Safety Protocol: We are continuing
our masking protocol a while longer.
Please keep your masks on anytime you
are inside the building. We encourage
everyone who is immunocompromised or
over the age of 50 to get their second
booster shot.
Summer Giving: As the summer is upon
us and many of our schedules are in more
flux than usual, the church budget can often
find itself in more flux than is helpful. In
these days our church continues to renew

our activities of mission and ministry, of
outreach and self-care as we see the last
two unusual years “fading in our rearview
mirror”. We encourage you not to “vacate”
your 2022 pledge commitments and church
giving during the summer months thus
allowing us to maintain our good financial
picture for the second half of the church
year. Your Treasurers encourage you to
continue to be faithful in your attendance
and in your giving to our incredible
“family” at WSBC. Thank you!
Adult Sunday School classes begin at 9:45
a.m. Hybrid options are available for those
who may not be ready to gather in person.
Visit here to read about individual class
offerings. For more information about
connecting with a Sunday School class,
contact Esther@wattsstreet.org.
Children’s Sunday School resumes in the
fall. During worship, 1st – 5th graders are
invited to remain in the sanctuary with their
family.
Second Hour Ministry is available for
preschoolers and kindergartners in the
Preschool area on the bottom floor during
the worship hour. Children meet in the
sanctuary for worship and leave with
volunteers after the first hymn. Parents,
please complete sign-in form.

Youth Group meets tonight, July 24, from
6-7 p.m. for our “Hot Topics/Cool Treats
Tour”. We’ll meet at Tutti Fruit (3710
Shannon Road). Bring $ for your cool
treats.
WSBC Financial Ministry Plan Report
Weekly Revenue: $34,606.92
Year to Date Income: $445,874.55

Annual 2022 Ministry Plan Budget Goal:
$888,174.00
WSBC Text Giving through your phone
is a way you can give to the Budget and
Minute for Mission. For instructions, visit
https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving.

JOURNEY OUTWARD
Sharing Love Through “Back to School”
Mission Baskets! The July/August Mission
Baskets collection supports children in two
DPS elementary schools, Glenn and CC
Spaulding, where over 99% of the families
qualify for free/reduced lunch. Check out
the “hands of love” display at the Watts
Street entrance to the sanctuary to find
“hands of love” tags for all the clothing and
food items on the wish list. Take a tag (or
several!) with you and then bring those
items to the mission baskets outside the
church library by Wednesday, August 24.
Thanks for your support!
Creation Care Tip: Easy way to save
money on gas! By keeping tires inflated to
the recommended pressure, you can improve
your gas mileage by up to 3%— the
equivalent of saving $0.13/gal. Properly
inflated tires also enhance safety, improve
vehicle performance, wear evenly, and
prolong tread life. www.energy.gov. This
small step will also decrease your carbon
emissions.
Help Teach English Online with Friends
in El Salvador! A team of Watts Streeters
is helping via Zoom with English classes at
the high school affiliated with Iglesia
Bautista Emmanuel, our sister church in San
Salvador. We need 1-2 more people to help!

If you’d be interested in participating one
hour, every other week (classes are on
Thursdays and Fridays) or serving as an
occasional substitute, please contact
kelly@wattsstreet.org.
Do You Have a Passion for Peacemaking,
Advocacy, and Community Justice? You
are invited to a time of dreaming, sharing,
praying, and discerning on Wednesday,
August 3 at 6:30 pm in the Watts Street
chapel. Our church has a long history of
being led to take courageous stands by the
WSBC Peace and Reconciliation Mission
Group. New initiatives (focusing on Racial
Equity and advocating for full LGBTQ+
inclusion with our denominational partners)
have grown out of this mission group. As we
come out of the pandemic, there is an
opportunity for new leadership and a new
chapter of Watts Streeters responding
prophetically to the greatest needs of our
time. Our goal is to live into the quote by
William Sloan Coffin, “The world is too
dangerous for anything but truth and too
small for anything but love.” For more
information about this gathering, contact
Kelly Sasser at kelly@wattsstreet.org.

JOURNEY TOGETHER
Very Breezy Socials (VBS): Three
Saturday evenings this summer, children
(Ages: Infant to 5th grade) and their families
are invited to Very Breezy Socials. We’ll
play games, enjoy a meal together, and
spend time reconnecting. The next events
are July 23 and August 13 in the early
evenings. Mark your calendars for these fun
times together! The Smith family hosts the
next event. RSVP to Esther Soud Parker at
esther@wattsstreet.org.
Realm Connect Ice Cream Social: After
worship this Sunday, July 24 in the
Fellowship Hall, join us for ice cream and
get connected to our new Realm
Community tool. If possible, bring your
phone, tablet, and/or laptop. Volunteers will
help you get connected.
Gals Gathering: Let’s Do Lunch!
Tuesday, July 26 at 11 AM
Panera Bread (Ninth Street)
All are invited to join us for lunch and enjoy
a time of fellowship and good food. Contact
Esther Soud Parker for more information.
Realm Connect Donut & Coffee Social:
Wednesday, July 27 at 10:30 in the
Fellowship Hall, join us for donuts, coffee,
and get connected to our new Realm
Community tool. If possible, bring your
phone, tablet, and/or laptop. Volunteers will
help you get connected.
August Movie Matinee: The Music Man is
the Movie Matinee on Wednesday, August 3
at 1 p.m. in room 102. “Robert Preston
encores his Broadway triumph as Professor
Harold Hill and Academy Award winner
Shirley Jones stars as Marian the Librarian.
The wonderful music, color and small-town
charm of River City, Iowa, in 1912 come to

life in this charming romance of a con man
who falls in love and stays when he should
take the money and get out of town.”
Welcome Sixth Graders! You are invited
to a “Sixth Graders Night Out” on
Thursday, August 11. We’ll gather at the
outside seating at El Patron Mexican
Restaurant (3438 Hillsborough Road) from
5:30-6:30 p.m. This will be your chance to
ask questions about Sunday Night Youth
Group, Youth Sunday School, Youth
Retreats and Camps, etc. You’ll need to
bring $ for supper…and tip! Then on
Sunday, August 21, join us for a “Welcome
Sixth Graders Party” at Sunday Night
Youth Group! We’ll meet from 5 to 7 p.m.,
with a pizza supper included. Come get to
know the youth group and get ready for
tons of fun!
Summer Church Workday - Saturday,
August 13. Coffee and breakfast treats ready
at 8:30 a.m. Work an hour or two or all
morning! Thanks to WS Building and
Grounds Committee, chaired by Mack
Wilkins, and the Garden Club, led by Emily
McCoy, for coordinating.
Watts Street Walk/Run Club: Interested
in meeting up with fellow Watts Streeters to
exercise and socialize? Join the brand new
Walk/Run Club! Starting on August 18th we
will meet on Thursdays at 7pm in the Urban
Street parking lot. We will break up into
walkers, walk/runners and continuous
runners and head over to Duke East campus
for a loop or two. All levels and abilities
welcome! Afterwards we will meet back at
the church parking lot to share popsicles and
conversation. The club will utilize Realm
Connect to post announcements and RSVP
for weekly runs. Questions about the group

can also be asked within Realm or email
Cathy Brennan (crbrennan@gmail.com).
Flowers: A floral arrangement is always a
welcome addition to the worship service. It
does not have to be a formal arrangement,
but can be a bouquet of flowers from your
yard or a cluster of interesting greenery. You
may order from a florist. It’s a nice way to
honor a person or a special occasion.
Contact Sherrill (office@wattsstreet.org) to
sign up.

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR
Sunday, July 24
9:30 a.m. Lectionary Life Together
Class, Room 104B, Hybrid
9:45 a.m. Adult Seminar Class, Rm 102,
Hybrid
9:45 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Rm 115
9:45 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class,
Memorial Garden
9:45 a.m. Sojourners Class, Rm 106
9:45 a.m. Bible Workbench Class,
Zoom
10:00 a.m. Kingdom of God Class,
Rm 206
11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper
preaching
12:05 p.m. Realm Connect Ice Cream
Social, Fellowship Hall
6:00 p.m. YG: Hot Topics/Cool Treats
Tour
Monday, July 25
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts, Fellowship Hall
Tuesday, July 26
11:00 a.m. Gals Gathering, Panera
1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting, Rm 102
Wednesday, July 27
9:30 a.m. Staff Ministers Meeting, Rm
102
10:30 a.m. Realm Connect Donut &
Coffee Social, Rm 102
Thursday, July 28
7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast, Elmo’s
Sunday, July 31
9:30 a.m. Lectionary Life Together
Class, Room 104B, Hybrid
9:45 a.m. Adult Seminar Class, Rm 102,
Hybrid
9:45 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Rm 115
9:45 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class,
Memorial Garden
9:45 a.m. Sojourners Class, Rm 106
9:45 a.m. Bible Workbench Class,

Zoom
10:00 a.m. Kingdom of God Class,
Rm 206
11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper
preaching
6:00 p.m. No Youth Activities

SAVE THE DATE
August 3
August 6
August 11
August 13
August 13
August 14
August 14
August 18
August 21
August 22
August 28

Movie Matinee
Youth Service/Learning:
Parktown Food Hub
Sixth Graders Night Out
Summer Church Workday
Very Breezy Socials (VBS)
Youth-led Worship Service
Youth Lake Party
Youth Service/Learning:
Urban Ministries
Welcome Sixth Graders
Party
Youth Service/Learning:
Walltown Food Pantry
Youth and Parents Fall KickOff

