MAY 29, 2022
WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH
DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA

THE WORSHIP OF GOD
MAY 29, 2022
ASCENSION SUNDAY
GATHERING FOR THE JOURNEY
Chimes
Welcome – Esther Soud Parker
Minister: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light
Prelude: “Prelude on Richmond” ................................................................... Healey Willan

PRAISING GOD
Minister: We join together in worship this day to affirm that we are part of Christ’s
church,
People: To seek answers to our questions and uncertainties, to find better questions to
ask of our world.
Minister: The Spirit of the Lord is upon us.
People: God has called us to this time and place and to this life of love and service.
*Hymn 25: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” ........................................ LOBE DEN HERREN

DEDICATING A CHILD AMONG US
Minister: We come today to present this child to the church and to dedicate her to God.
Parents, in presenting your child for this holy purpose, do you promise, in dependence
upon God’s grace and with the help of the church, to teach her the gifts of the
Christian faith, and by prayer, word, and example to bring her up in the nurture, love
and instruction of Jesus? Do you promise to uphold her as she learns to live in and
embrace the mystery and beauty of life?
Parents: We affirm that our child is made in the image of God and is a child of God by
creation. We make these promises to her this day with God’s help.
Minister: As the child’s family of faith in this place, do you promise your love, care, and
example to support and strengthen this family in keeping their promises?
___________________________________________________

*Please stand in body or in spirit.

Congregation: We acknowledge God’s abounding love already at work in the child and
pledge ourselves in covenant with God and her family to nurture her into the fullness
of life. We covenant to surround them with God’s love for the strengthening of their
life together; to be for them a family in Christ whose love for them cannot be broken.
We accept the child into our loving care for shared responsibility in her growth
toward fullness of life in Christ. We will tell her the good news of Christ that she may
know herself loved of God and freely give of herself in love to others.

The Promises of the Children
Minister:
Children:
Minister:
Children:
Minister:
Children:
Minister:
Children:

Do you promise to be a friend to this child?
We promise.
If she needs directions, will you show her the way?
We promise.
Ifs she falls down, will you help pick her up?
We promise.
Will you play with her and share with her the stories of Jesus?
We promise.

Dedication
People sing: Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to him belong. They are weak, but he is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me….The Bible tells me so.
Preschoolers and kindergartners are invited to follow the teacher to the playground for Second Hour
Ministry. Parents please accompany children to the vestibule and complete a sign-in form.

PRAYING TOGETHER
Minister: Today we celebrate the ascension of Jesus. Yet the way we live often
proclaims our lack of faith in God’s power to deal with the world. Let us
acknowledge the incongruity between our faith and practice. We make our prayers of
confession, first in silence.
Prayers of Confession in Silence
Corporate Confession: O God, in Christ you bore the suffering of the world and made us
witnesses to your grace. In your Word, you showed us your vision of peace and made
us witnesses to your promises. Forgive us, O God, when we fail to work for your
reign, forgetting that you have called us to bear your truth. Forgive us, O God, when
we gaze up toward heaven, forgetting that you have called us to do your work on
earth. Forgive us, O God, and by your forgiveness, enlighten us to recognize the
resurrection all around us. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon
People: Thanks be to God.
Pastoral Prayer – Esther Soud Parker

TENDING TO THE WORD
Epistle: Acts 1:1-11
Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ.
People: May the Spirit grant us understanding.
Sermon – Mandy Mizelle
Silence

OFFERING OUR GIFTS
Minister: Christ has no body now on earth but yours, no hands but yours, no feet but
yours. Yours are the eyes through which Christ’s compassion is to look out to
the earth,
People: Yours are the feet by which Christ is to go about doing good and yours are the
hands by which Christ is to bless us now.
—St. Teresa of Avila
Receiving Gifts
We invite you to consider how you might share your time, talents, and resources
to support programs and activities that sustain and challenge our congregation,
promote justice, and expand our care for others in Durham and beyond.
You are invited to give online at www.wattsstreet.org or to place your offering
in the baskets near the exits at the conclusion of the service.

Anthem: “Rejoice, Ye Shining Worlds On High” ...................................... William Billings
*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN
Christ is alive! Let Christians sing! Let Christendom with praises ring.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Christ is alive! This be our song! To God all praises now belong.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
*Prayer of Dedication

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH
*Invitation
*Hymn 586: “Open My Eyes, That I May See” ............................................. OPEN MY EYES

Benediction
Carrying the Light into the World
Postlude: “Postlude” ............................................................................. Hermann Schroeder

Cover Art: Hallelujah, acrylic painting by Mike Moyers, MikeMoyersFineArt.com.
Music Credits: Prelude: Public Domain. Postlude: Public Domain. Anthem: © St. James Music Press, All
Rights Reserved.
Hymn Credits: © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE
LICENSE, License #A-700000. All rights reserved.
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church
to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,
sexual orientation, or any other distinction.
We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.”
We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation.
We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere.
THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office
Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Congregational Life; Kelly Sasser, Minister with
Youth and Community Life; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries

Watts Street Weekly
Watts Street Baptist Church (919) 688-1366
www.wattsstreet.org

MAY 29, 2022
JOURNEY INWARD
Welcome to all who worship with us today!
Whether you are with us in the sanctuary or
watching on your computer from home, we
gladly say, Thank God you are here! If
you’re visiting or interested in joining the
church, you are invited to email Dorisanne
at dorisanne@wattsstreet.org and she’ll be
delighted to speak with you.
Our guest preacher today is The Rev.
Mandy Mizelle. Mandy serves as a
Chaplain with UNC Healthcare and served
previously as the Associate Pastor at
Pilgrim UCC here in Durham. A gifted
preacher and writer, Mandy is a graduate of
Wake Forest Divinity School. Mandy and
her wife, Janel, and their son Liam live here
in Durham.
The flowers near the piano are given in
celebration of the 55th wedding anniversary
of Robert and Jeanne Kruhm by their
children, Katrina, Kirsten, and Chris and
five grandchildren, JR, Luke, Braxton,
Addelyn, and Robbie. Through their 55
years of marriage, Bob and Jeanne have
served as role models to all that know them.
Bob & Jeanne were married May 27, 1967
at First Baptist Church of Silver Spring in
MD. They met a year prior at mutual
friends Bob & Parma Holt’s wedding in
Charleston, SC both serving as attendants.

The flowers on the communion table are
given in honor of the child dedication today
by her parents.
The Livestream Service begins at 11 a.m.
and can be found on the Watts Street
Baptist Church Facebook page. You do not
need a Facebook account to watch the
video. (Click “not now” when Facebook
prompts you to create an account.) You can
watch the service in “real time” or later.
After the livestream finishes, the archived
video will drop down to the right column
below the main viewing screen and be
available for viewing at any time.
Covid Safety Protocol: The recent uptick
in Covid numbers in our area calls for us to
extend our masking protocol a while
longer. Please keep your masks on anytime
you are inside the building. We encourage
everyone who is immunocompromised or
over the age of 50 to get their second
booster shot. We have returned the pew
cushions to the sanctuary and invite you to
do your best with social distancing. We will
continue to offer overflow space in the
fellowship hall and also continue to
livestream our Sunday services each week.
Adult Sunday School classes are meeting
at church at 9:45 a.m. Hybrid options in the
classrooms are available for those who may
not be ready to gather in person. Visit here

to read about individual class offerings.
For more information about connecting
with a Sunday School class, contact
Esther@wattsstreet.org.
Children’s Sunday School resumes in the
fall. During worship, 1st – 5th graders are
invited to remain in the sanctuary with their
family.
Second Hour Ministry is available for
preschoolers and kindergartners on the
playground during the worship hour.
Children meet in the sanctuary for worship
and leave with volunteers after the
dedication. Parents, please complete signin form.

Youth: No evening activities this Sunday
(Memorial Day weekend). We’ll see you
next weekend at The Wattsies!!!
WSBC Financial Ministry Plan Report
*for the previous two weeks
Weekly Revenue: $37,264.92
Year to Date Income: $332,098.80
Annual 2022 Ministry Plan Budget Goal:
$888,174.00
WSBC Text Giving through your phone
is a way you can give to the Budget and
Minute for Mission. For instructions, visit
https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving.

JOURNEY OUTWARD
Support for Refugee Families: our May/June
Mission Baskets collection supports refugee
families who have to come Durham through
Church World Service. We have an ambitious
wish list of items to collect for 15 household
supply baskets and hygiene kits. If you can
help in any way, please sign up at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0545A
AAE23AA8-mayjune. Or, if you’d prefer to
donate money and let a member of the
Missions Committee shop for you, please
contact Deanna Branscom or Susan McCraw.
Please bring items to the baskets in the
hallway near the nursery/church library by
Sunday, June 19. At the end of June, our youth

will assemble the kits and deliver to Church
World Service. Thank you for your support!
Creation Care Tip: Two minutes in nature
reduces stress, muscle tension and blood
pressure. Two hours in nature improves
memory performance and attention span by
20%. Two days in nature increases cancer
fighting white blood cells by 50%. Contact
with nature is shown to reduce anxiety,
depression, ADD symptoms, and risk of
diabetes. It also increases energy, immunity,
weight loss, fitness, and vitamin D
production. From: American Baptist
Convention Rochester Genesee Region
Creation Collaborative.

JOURNEY TOGETHER
Movie Matinee - Join us on Wednesday,
June 1, at 1 pm in room 102 to see Singin’ in
the Rain, a 1952 American musical romantic
comedy film starring Gene Kelly, Donald
O'Connor, and Debbie Reynolds. “The

movie offers a lighthearted depiction
of Hollywood in the late 1920s, with the
three stars portraying performers caught up
in the transition from silent films to
"talkies".’

You’re Invited! The Friends of Fran
(former Young Adult Sunday School Class
at Watts Street) invites you to a celebration
of Fran Langstaff’s 85th birthday. Please
join us as we celebrate Fran and all the love
she has poured into our lives. The party will
be on Saturday, June 4 at 2 pm on and
around the church playground. Please see
the Friday’s email for the link for more
information and to RSVP.
Summer Music: It is time to think about
music for the summer months. Either vocal
or instrumental music would be wonderful.
If you are willing to sing/play a solo, duet,
or small group please contact Melody
Zentner by June 5th. There will also be a
sign-up sheet in the choir room. Please
remember that the music selections need to
be either public domain or covered by ONE
LICENSE so that we can legally livestream
it in the service. You can look up a piece of
music by title, composer or publisher at
info@onelicense.net
Host the Youth? On Sunday nights during
the summer, our youth group goes on tour!
Each week we have youth group in the
home of a different church member. If
you’d be willing to host us one night, please
let Kelly know. We meet from 5 to 7 p.m.
with a light supper included. Current Covid
protocol: we are wearing masks while
inside and eating outside. Open dates are:
June 26, July 3, July 17, July 24, August 14.
Sunday, June 5 is Graduate Sunday!
High school seniors, we would like to honor
you with a special recognition during the
morning worship service! Please bring your
cap and gown and meet in the chapel at
10:45 a.m. After the service, we’ll go out to
lunch and celebrate. Your families are
invited to come, too!

“The Wattsies!” All youth, parents, and
youth ministry volunteers are cordially
invited to the umpteenth annual Wattsie
Awards/End of the Year Youth Ministry
Celebration! Sunday, June 5 from 5-7 p.m.
in the Urban Ave. parking lot. Join us for a
light supper al fresco (catered by Jersey
Mike’s), a preview of our Summer 2022
activities, presentations of “Wattsie” awards,
and a special tribute to the Class of 2022!

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR
Sunday, May 29
9:30 a.m. Lectionary Life Together
Class, Room 104B, Hybrid
9:45 a.m. Adult Seminar Class, Room
102, Hybrid
9:45 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Room
115
9:45 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class,
Playground
9:45 a.m. Sojourners Class, Room 106
9:45 a.m. Bible Workbench Class,
Room 108, Hybrid
10:00 a.m. Kingdom of God Class, Room
206
11:00 a.m. Worship – Mandy Mizelle
preaching
Monday, May 30
All Day Memorial Day – Church
Office Closed
Tuesday, May 31
6:15 p.m. Church Council, Zoom
Wednesday, June 1
9:30 a.m. Staff Minister’s Mtg., Zoom
1:00 p.m. Movie Matinee, Room 102
7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 202
Choir Room
Saturday, June 4
2:00 p.m. Fran Langstaff’s 85th Birthday
Celebration, Playground
Sunday, June 5 – Pentecost, Graduate
Sunday
9:30 a.m. Lectionary Life Together
Class, Room 104B, Hybrid
9:45 a.m. Adult Seminar Class, Room
102, Hybrid
9:45 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Room
115
9:45 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class,
Playground
9:45 a.m. Sojourners Class, Room 106
9:45 a.m. Bible Workbench Class,

Room 108, Hybrid
10:00 a.m. Kingdom of God Class, Room
206
11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper
preaching
5:00 p.m. YG – The Wattsies, Urban
Avenue parking lot

SAVE THE DATE
June 5
June 5

June 5
June 12-17
July 10-16
July 11-14
August 14
August 21
August 28

Graduate Sunday
The Wattsies (End of the
Year Youth Ministry
Celebration)
Reach Beyond Mission
Team Meeting
Charleston Youth Mission
Reach Beyond Mission
Passport Kids Camp
Youth-led Worship Service
Welcome Sixth Graders
Party
Youth and Parents Fall KickOff

