God is a traveler
in search of refuge.
God is a traveler, looking for a
burning candle in the window.
So call off the guard dogs,
shut away the fears of invasion.
Sweep the kitchen.
Let us put on clean sheets
in the inner rooms of our souls.
Have coffee and tea
and bread ready.
We are here to welcome God!
Let us throw open our doors and our hearts
to the Traveler who loves us and wants to live within us.
Let us say from the heart, “Come, stay, and make your home here forever.”
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THE WORSHIP OF GOD
MAY 22, 2022
THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
GATHERING FOR THE JOURNEY
Chimes
Welcome
Minister: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light
Prelude: “Suite for Organ, Aria” ................................................................... Philip E. Baker

PRAISING GOD
Minister: May God be gracious to us and bless us,
May God’s face shine upon us,
That God’s way may be known upon the earth,
God’s saving power among all nations.
People: Let all the people praise God; let all the people sing praise!
Minister: Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
For God judges the people with equity
And guides the nations upon the earth.
People: Let all the people praise God; let all the people sing praise!

(from Psalm 67)

*Hymn 66: “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” ................................................ST. DENIO
Children are invited to follow teacher to the playground for Sunday School.
Parents of preschoolers, kindergartners, and visitors are requested to accompany children to the
vestibule and complete a sign-in form.

PRAYING TOGETHER
Minister: When we offer God our confession, we join the beautiful work of
reconciliation, which begins with our reconciling with God. Trusting in our
Partner in grace, let us make our confession, first in silent prayer:
Prayers of Confession in Silence
___________________________________________________

*Please stand in body or in spirit.

Corporate Confession: God of mercy, hear our prayers. We want to be generous like your
servant Lydia, but we fear we will not have enough. We want to be transformed like
your servant Paul, but we worry we are beyond your grace. We want to be loving like
our savior Jesus, but we wonder whether we are worthy when the going gets tough.
God of mercy, forgive us when we hesitate to respond to your call. Strengthen our
trust in you and lead us forward in the journey of faith. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon
People: Thanks be to God.
Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer – Dorisanne Cooper
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

TENDING TO THE WORD
Epistle: Acts 16:9-15
Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ.
People: May the Spirit grant us understanding.
Sermon – Dorisanne Cooper
Silence
Hymn 265: “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart”..................................... MORECAMBE

OFFERING OUR GIFTS
Minister: As surely as God has provided for our needs thus far on the journey, so surely
will God provide for us yet again.
People: We give of what we have, knowing that our God is the giver of all good
things.
Receiving Gifts
We invite you to consider how you might share your time, talents, and resources
to support programs and activities that sustain and challenge our congregation,
promote justice, and expand our care for others in Durham and beyond.
You are invited to give online at www.wattsstreet.org or to place your offering
in the baskets near the exits at the conclusion of the service.

Anthem: “If Ye Love Me” .................................. Thomas Tallis, arr. Crawford R. Thoburn
If ye love me, keep my commandments, and I will pray the Father, and he shall give
you another comforter, that he may ’bide with you forever, ev’n the spir’t of truth.
(John 14:15-17)
*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN
Christ is alive! Let Christians sing! Let Christendom with praises ring.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Christ is alive! This be our song! To God all praises now belong.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
*Prayer of Dedication

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH
*Invitation
*Hymn 16: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” .......................................... NETTLETON
Benediction
Carrying the Light into the World
Postlude: “Suite for Organ, A Trumpet Tune for Beginnings” .................... Philip E. Baker

Cover Quote is from Hospitality Evangelism: Sharing the Bread of Life by Phil Nall and Mark Price
Litany Credits: holdfasttowhatisgood.com; Beth Merrill Neal
Music Credits: Prelude/Postlude Copyright 1979 by Hinshaw Music, Inc.
Hymn Credits: © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE
LICENSE, License #A-700000. All rights reserved.
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church
to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,
sexual orientation, or any other distinction.
We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.”
We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation.
We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere.
THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office
Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Congregational Life; Kelly Sasser, Minister with
Youth and Community Life; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries
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JOURNEY INWARD
Welcome to all who worship with us today!
Whether you are with us in the sanctuary or
watching on your computer from home, we
gladly say, Thank God you are here! If
you’re visiting or interested in joining the
church, you are invited to email Dorisanne
at dorisanne@wattsstreet.org and she’ll be
delighted to speak with you.
The flowers in the sanctuary today are
given by Jim and Anne Drennan in
celebration of their 50th wedding
anniversary and for the love, nurture, and
prophetic challenge they have felt from this
church over that time.
The Livestream Service begins at 11 a.m.
and can be found on the Watts Street
Baptist Church Facebook page. You do not
need a Facebook account to watch the
video. (Click “not now” when Facebook
prompts you to create an account.) You can
watch the service in “real time” or later.
After the livestream finishes, the archived
video will drop down to the right column
below the main viewing screen and be
available for viewing at any time.
Covid Safety Protocol: The recent uptick
in Covid numbers in our area calls for us to
extend our masking protocol a while
longer. Please keep your masks on anytime
you are inside the building. We encourage
everyone who is immunocompromised or

over the age of 50 to get their second
booster shot. We have returned the pew
cushions to the sanctuary and invite you to
do your best with social distancing. We will
continue to offer overflow space in the
fellowship hall and also continue to
livestream our Sunday services each week.
Adult Sunday School classes are meeting
at church at 9:45 a.m. Hybrid options in the
classrooms are available for those who may
not be ready to gather in person. Visit here
to read about individual class offerings.
For more information about connecting
with a class, contact
Esther@wattsstreet.org.
Children’s Sunday School classes meet on
the playground during the worship hour.
Children are invited to meet in the
sanctuary for worship at 11:00 and leave
after the first hymn with leaders. If you are
not ready for your child to be inside the
sanctuary, you are invited to meet on the
playground at 11 am, weather permitting.
Check in with the adult greeter at the gate
to sign in your child for Sunday School.

Youth Summer Service/Learning Team
Meetings: The Charleston Youth Mission
team will meet today, Sunday, May 22 at
6:30 p.m. near the tall steps facing Urban
Ave. The Reach Beyond Mission (Texas)
team will meet on Wednesday, May 25 at
6:30 p.m. in the Urban Ave. parking lot.
Please bring a parent to these meetings!
WSBC Financial Ministry Plan Report

As of May 11th:
Weekly Revenue: $8,057.00
Year to Date Income: $294,833.88
Annual 2022 Ministry Plan Budget Goal:
$888,174.00
WSBC Text Giving through your phone
is a way you can give to the Budget and
Minute for Mission. For instructions, visit
https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving.

JOURNEY OUTWARD
Support for Refugee Families: our May/June
Mission Baskets collection supports refugee
families who have to come Durham through
Church World Service. We have an ambitious
wish list of items to collect for 15 household
supply baskets and hygiene kits. If you can
help in any way, please sign up at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0545A
AAE23AA8-mayjune. Or, if you’d prefer to
donate money and let a member of the
Missions Committee shop for you, please
contact Deanna Branscom or Susan McCraw.
Please bring items to the baskets in the
hallway near the nursery/church library by
Sunday, June 19. At the end of June, our youth
will assemble the kits and deliver to Church
World Service. Thank you for your support!
Creation Care Tip: Two minutes in nature
reduces stress, muscle tension and blood
pressure. Two hours in nature improves
memory performance and attention span by
20%. Two days in nature increases cancer
fighting white blood cells by 50%. Contact

with nature is shown to reduce anxiety,
depression, ADD symptoms, and risk of
diabetes. It also increases energy, immunity,
weight loss, fitness, and vitamin D
production. From: American Baptist
Convention Rochester Genesee Region
Creation Collaborative.
Project Abundance Update: The teachers
at Glenn Elementary School on E. Geer
Street were treated well during Teacher
Appreciation Week thanks to the generosity
of Watts Street. Lunch and breakfast were
served two days of the week and teachers
received bags full of treats that included a
gift card to help purchase much needed
supplies. The recognition of teachers at a
Title I school that does not have a PTA to
support teachers was appreciated by the staff
and administration. Thanks go to Eloise
Williamson, Anne Drennan, Amy Rublein
and Emily McCoy for planning and
implementing these events.

JOURNEY TOGETHER
Spring Church Workday - Saturday, May
Committee, chaired by Mack Wilkins, and
21. Coffee and breakfast treats ready at 8:30
the Garden Club, led by Emily McCoy, for
a.m. Work an hour or two or all morning!
coordinating.
Thanks to WS Building and Grounds

Watts Street 101: A series of three
conversations about the life and ministry of
Watts Street continues this morning and
concludes May 22, from 9:45 to 10:45, in
the Library. Church staff and lay leaders will
meet with visitors and new members who
want to learn more about the congregation.
All are welcome. Please see one of the staff
ministers if you’d like to attend.
Gals Gathering at Panera Bread (Ninth
Street), 11 am, Tuesday, May 24. All are
invited to join us for lunch and enjoy time
catching up with each other. Contact Esther
Soud Parker for more information.
Watts Well-Being and Refresh: The Adult
Education Committee invites you to join in a
“refresh” on personal well-being. Shawnta
Wright and her team from Mindful Bodies
lead us through engaging, interactive
discussions and activities to practice
wellness-based skills to use in our everyday
lives. The last Webinar is Thursday, May
26, at 6:30 p.m. contact Esther Soud Parker
for more information.
You’re Invited! The Friends of Fran
(former Young Adult Sunday School Class
at Watts Street) invites you to a celebration
of Fran Langstaff’s 85th birthday. Please
join us as we celebrate Fran and all the love
she has poured into our lives. The party will
be on Saturday, June 4 at 2 pm on and
around the church playground. Please click
here for more information and to RSVP.
Summer Music: It is time to think about
music for the summer months. Either vocal
or instrumental music would be wonderful.
If you are willing to sing/play a solo, duet,
or small group please contact Melody
Zentner by June 5th. There will also be a
sign-up sheet in the choir room. Please
remember that the music selections need to

be either public domain or covered by ONE
LICENSE so that we can legally livestream
it in the service. You can look up a piece of
music by title, composer or publisher at
info@onelicense.net
Host the Youth? On Sunday nights during
the summer, our youth group goes on
tour! Each week we have youth group in
the home of a different church member. If
you’d be willing to host us one night, please
let Kelly know. We meet from 5 to 7 p.m.
with a light supper included. Current Covid
protocol: we are wearing masks while
inside and eating outside. Open dates are:
June 26, July 3, July 17, July 24, August 7,
and August 14.
Sunday, June 5 is Graduate Sunday!
High school seniors, we would like to honor
you with a special recognition during the
morning worship service! Please bring your
cap and gown and meet in the chapel at
10:45 a.m. After the service, we’ll go out to
lunch and celebrate. Your families are
invited to come, too! Congratulations on
your accomplishments! We are very proud
of you!
“The Wattsies!” All youth, parents, and
youth ministry volunteers are cordially
invited to the umpteenth annual Wattsie
Awards/End of the Year Youth Ministry
Celebration! Sunday, June 5 from 5-7 p.m.
in the Urban Ave. parking lot. Join us for a
light supper al fresco (catered by Jersey
Mike’s), a preview of our Summer 2022
activities, presentations of “Wattsie” awards,
and a special tribute to the Class of 2022!

WSBC and Neighborhood
Outdoor Concert Today!
Sunday, May 22
4:00-6:00 pm
in the Urban Ave. parking lot
Featuring The Blue Notes
(New Orleans Style Dixieland Jazz)
with WSBC’s Mike Killam on keyboard
Bring your own picnic supper, your mask
(optional while outside), and a lawn chair
(we’ll have some folding chairs available)
and invite your friends and neighbors to join
us for toe tappin’ fun and outdoor
fellowship! All ages welcome!
Folks who make a donation in the Tip Jar benefiting an amazing music education
program called Kidznotes - will receive a
Blue Notes Jazz Band CD!
In case of bad weather, we’ll move the
concert to the WSBC Sanctuary. Masks
required inside the building. (And no food
inside the sanctuary, please.)
For more information about The Blue Notes,
visit https://bndixieland.com/

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR
Sunday, May 22
9:30 a.m. Lectionary Life Together
Class, Room 104B, Hybrid
9:45 a.m. Watts Street 101, Library
9:45 a.m. Adult Seminar Class, Room
102, Hybrid
9:45 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Room
115
9:45 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class,
Playground
9:45 a.m. Sojourners Class, Room 106
9:45 a.m. Bible Workbench Class,
Room 108, Hybrid
10:00 a.m. Kingdom of God Class, Room
206
11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper
preaching
11:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School,
playground
4:00 p.m. “The Blue Notes” Community
Concert, Urban Avenue
parking lot
6:30 p.m. YG, Charleston Mission
Immersion Team Mtg, Urban
Avenue parking lot
Monday, May 23
7:00 p.m. Boys Scouts, Fellowship Hall
Tuesday, May 24
9:00 a.m. Garden Club
11:00 a.m. Staff Meeting, Room 102 &
Zoom
11:00 a.m. Gals Gathering, Panera Bread
on 9th St.
6:15 p.m. Church Council, Zoom
Wednesday, May 25
9:30 a.m. Staff Minister’s Mtg., Zoom
6:30 p.m. YG – Reach Beyond Mission
Team Mtg, Urban Avenue
parking lot
7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 202
Choir Room

Thursday, May 26
7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast, Elmo’s
6:30 p.m. Watts Well-Being & Wellness
Webinar, Zoom
Sunday, May 29
9:30 a.m. Lectionary Life Together
Class, Room 104B, Hybrid
9:45 a.m. Adult Seminar Class, Room
102, Hybrid
9:45 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Room
115
9:45 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class,
Playground
9:45 a.m. Sojourners Class, Room 106
9:45 a.m. Bible Workbench Class,
Room 108, Hybrid
10:00 a.m. Kingdom of God Class, Room
206
11:00 a.m. Worship – Mandy Mizelle
preaching
11:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School,
playground
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