
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

MAY 15, 2022 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

MAY 15, 2022 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER/YOUTH SUNDAY 

GATHERING FOR THE JOURNEY 

Chimes 

Welcome 

Statement of Worship – Kelly Sasser 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Christ Is Arisen!” (stanza 1) ............................................. Johann Sebastian Bach 

PRAISING GOD 

Youth sing: “Child of God (Romans 8:12-17)” .............................................................. DKS 

Call to Worship 

Reader 1:  We come, God of the Journey, a people from different places, different backgrounds, 

different perspectives.  

People: We come hoping to find companionship for the journey, solidarity for the struggle. 

Reader 2:   We gather, God of Hospitality, around your “welcome table”, a table not yet round, 

but rounding, 

People:   We gather seeking to become a “round-table people, welcoming of all, with no 

preferred seating, no firsts and no lasts, and no corners for ‘the least of these’”. 

(Chuck Lathrop) 

Reader 3: We yearn, God of the Rainbow, for a new way of living and relating – as neighbors 

not strangers, as one human family not “them and us”. 

People: We yearn to live fully celebrating both the diversity of one another and the unity of 

our call to love and justice.  

All: Each one of us is unique and beloved; together we praise God who welcomes our 

worship as one. 

*Hymn 680: “O God of Every Nation”  ................................................................... NYLAND 

 

___________________________________________________ 

*Please stand in body or in spirit.   



PRAYING TOGETHER 

Guided Prayer 

Youth:  As we continue in prayer, let us open up the doors of our hearts to the life-giving love 

of God and hear again the call of Christ to “love one another.” We offer our prayers of 

confession, first in silence.  

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession: Almighty and creating God, we confess and come before you today as 

people who are separated from one another by fear, prejudice, and ignorance. By our 

language, actions, and facilities, we declare insiders and outsiders in our lives and in your 

Church. Forgive us and create in us the vision of opening our hearts, minds, and doors as 

wide as your divine love, so that no one is left outside. Help us to reach beyond ourselves 

to discover the joy of your diverse people and to experience the fullness of your Beloved 

Community. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

Hymn 687: “In Christ There Is No East or West”  ................................................... ST. PETER 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Epistle: Acts 11:1-18 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Reflections: “Make Way…”  

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Offertory Sentences  

Minister:   It has been said that gratitude follows grace, like thunder follows lightning. 

People:  In response to God’s unconditional love, may the world know we belong to God 

by seeing our compassion, not condemnation; by experiencing our love and hope 

shared freely in Christ’s name. 

Receiving Gifts 

We invite you to consider how you might share your time, talents, and resources  

to support programs and activities that sustain and challenge our congregation,  

promote justice, and expand our care for others in Durham and beyond.  

You are invited to give online at www.wattsstreet.org or to place your offering  

in the baskets near the exits at the conclusion of the service. 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


Youth sing: “BE”.................................................................... Colleen and David Burroughs 

*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Christ is alive! Let Christians sing! Let Christendom with praises ring.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Christ is alive! This be our song! To God all praises now belong. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication  

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation 

*Hymn 487: “Help Us Accept Each Other”  ..................................................... ACCEPTANCE 

Benediction  

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Christ is Arisen!” (stanza 3) ............................................ Johann Sebastian Bach 

 

 

Litanies adapted from Sunday Prayers: Acts 11:1-18 by Gill Le Fevre and Calls to Worship by Rev. Leslie 

Penrose.  Corporate Confession adapted from Southeastern United Methodist Agency for Rehabilitation 

(SEMAR) 2004. 

Music Credits: Prelude/Postlude: Public Domain.  Hymn 680: Setting by Frederick Frahm, © 2008 

Augsburg Fortress, All Rights Reserved.  Hymn 687:  Setting by David N. Johnson, © 1979, Augsburg 

Publishing House, All Rights Reserved. 

Hymn Credits: © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-700000. All rights reserved. 
 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office 

Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Congregational Life; Kelly Sasser, Minister with 

Youth and Community Life; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries 
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MAY 15, 2022 

JOURNEY INWARD

Welcome to all who worship with us today! 

Whether you are with us in the sanctuary or 

watching on your computer from home, we 

gladly say, Thank God you are here! If 

you’re visiting or interested in joining the 

church, you are invited to email Dorisanne 

at dorisanne@wattsstreet.org and she’ll be 

delighted to speak with you.  

The Livestream Service begins at 11 a.m. 

and can be found on the Watts Street 

Baptist Church Facebook page. You do not 

need a Facebook account to watch the 

video. (Click “not now” when Facebook 

prompts you to create an account.) You can 

watch the service in “real time” or later. 

After the livestream finishes, the archived 

video will drop down to the right column 

below the main viewing screen and be 

available for viewing at any time. 

Today is Youth Sunday! Our High School 

seniors offer reflections and youth group 

members lead our prayers, readings, and 

songs. Our theme for the service is “Make 

Way…” based on Acts 11:1-18, and in 

particular, verse 17, “Who was I that I 

could stand in God’s way?”  Today, we 

invite you to join us in confessing times 

when the Church has or we as individuals 

have actually stood in God’s way…and in 

considering how we might “make way” for 

God’s love and grace to lead. 

Covid Safety Protocol: The recent uptick 

in Covid numbers in our area calls for us to 

extend our masking protocol a while 

longer. Please keep your masks on anytime 

you are inside the building. We encourage 

everyone who is immunocompromised or 

over the age of 50 to get their second 

booster shot. We have returned the pew 

cushions to the sanctuary and invite you to 

do your best with social distancing. We will 

continue to offer overflow space in the 

fellowship hall and also continue to 

livestream our Sunday services each week. 

Adult Sunday School classes are meeting 

at church at 9:45 a.m. Hybrid options in the 

classrooms are available for those who may 

not be ready to gather in person. Visit here 

to read about individual class offerings.  

For more information about connecting 

with a class, contact 

Esther@wattsstreet.org. 

Children’s Sunday School classes meet on 

the playground during the worship hour. 

Children are invited to meet in the 

sanctuary for worship at 11:00 and leave 

after the first hymn with leaders. If you are 

not ready for your child to be inside the 

sanctuary, you are invited to meet on the 

playground at 11 am, weather permitting. 

Check in with the adult greeter at the gate 

to sign in your child for Sunday School.  

mailto:dorisanne@wattsstreet.org
https://www.facebook.com/Watts-Street-Baptist-Church-233843483312227
https://www.facebook.com/Watts-Street-Baptist-Church-233843483312227
https://wattsstreet.org/worship-and-sunday-school-plans-during-lent/
mailto:Esther@wattsstreet.org


The Spring Church Meeting is today, 

Sunday, May 15, 1:30 p.m., via Zoom.  

We’ll receive committee reports, hear 

updates from our Treasurers, hear an update 

on our custodial position and vote on the 

Gifts and Call list.  Click here for the Zoom 

link and here for the agenda/committee 

report booklet.  If you have trouble 

connecting to the meeting, please text or 

call Esther Soud Parker.  If you need to call 

in from a phone, use this number 929-205-

6099 and follow the prompts. You will 

need the meeting ID: 846 5895 3337. 

Youth Group: No evening activities on 

Sunday, May 15.  Rest up after leading the 

Youth Sunday service and we’ll see you at 

our Summer Service/Learning Team 

Meetings.  The Charleston Youth Mission 

team will meet on Sunday, May 22 at 6:30 

p.m. near the tall steps facing Urban Ave.  

The Reach Beyond Mission (Texas) team 

will meet on Wednesday, May 25 at 6:30 

p.m. in the Urban Ave. parking lot.  Please 

bring a parent to these meetings! 

WSBC Financial Ministry Plan Report 

Weekly Revenue: $8,057.00  

Year to Date Income: $294,833.88 

Annual 2022 Ministry Plan Budget Goal: 

$888,174.00 

WSBC Text Giving through your phone 

is a way you can give to the Budget and 

Minute for Mission.  For instructions, visit 

https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

JOURNEY OUTWARD

Durham CAN: Our congregation is 

committed to sending 10 delegates to the 

Durham CAN Candidates Forum this Sunday, 

May 15 at 6:00 pm. The location is Monument 

of Faith Church, 900 Simmons Street, 

Durham.  Please show your support by 

attending this public action to hold candidates 

accountable. A primary focus is on tenant 

rights and affordable housing issues. Contact: 

Bob Kruhm, 919-699-6226, 

robertkruhm@gmail.com) or learn more at 

https://www.durhamcan.org/. 

Support for Refugee Families: our 

May/June Mission Baskets collection 

supports refugee families through Church 

World Service in Durham.  We have an 

ambitious wish list of items to collect for 15 

household supply baskets and hygiene kits.  

If you can help in any way, please sign up at 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0545

AAAE23AA8-mayjune.  Or, if you’d prefer 

to donate money and let a member of the 

Missions Committee shop for you, please 

contact Deanna Branscom or Susan 

McCraw.  Please bring items to the baskets 

in the hallway near the nursery/church 

library by Sunday, June 19.  At the end of 

June, our youth will assemble the kits and 

deliver to Church World Service.  Thank 

you for your support! 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84658953337?pwd=cS96YTRRbHk5bmRvajREYVVJb1NVQT09
https://mcusercontent.com/49556dd95c7e93bb2d7fa1c39/files/1566da7c-b030-1045-53eb-93d3762f94d5/Combined_Report_05_15_22.pdf
https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving
mailto:robertkruhm@gmail.com
https://www.durhamcan.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0545AAAE23AA8-mayjune
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0545AAAE23AA8-mayjune


JOURNEY TOGETHER

Watts Street 101: A series of three 

conversations about the life and ministry of 

Watts Street continues this morning and 

concludes May 22, from 9:45 to 10:45, in 

the Library. Church staff and lay leaders will 

meet with visitors and new members who 

want to learn more about the congregation. 

All are welcome. Please see one of the staff 

ministers if you’d like to attend. 

Watts Well-Being and Refresh: The Adult 

Education Committee invites you to join in a 

“refresh” on personal well-being. Shawnta 

Wright and her team from Mindful Bodies 

will lead us through engaging, interactive 

discussions and activities to practice 

wellness-based skills to use in our everyday 

lives. Six Webinars take place on 

Thursdays, April 21 – May 26, from 6:30 

p.m. to 7:30 p.m. To sign up for the Watts 

Well-Being and Refresh webinars, contact 

Esther Soud Parker, esther@wattsstreet.org  

Spring Church Workday - Saturday, May 

21. Coffee and breakfast treats ready at 8:30 

a.m. Work an hour or two or all morning! 

Thanks to WS Building and Grounds 

Committee, chaired by Mack Wilkins, and 

the Garden Club, led by Emily McCoy, for 

coordinating. 

WSBC and Neighborhood Outdoor 

Concert!  Featuring The Blue Notes (New 

Orleans Style Dixieland Jazz) with WSBC’s 

Mike Killam on keyboard. Sunday, May 22 

from 4:00-6:00 p.m. in the Urban Ave. 

parking lot. Bring your own picnic supper, 

your mask, and a lawn chair (we’ll have 

some folding chairs available) and invite 

your friends and neighbors to join us for toe 

tappin’ fun and outdoor fellowship! All ages 

welcome! 

You’re Invited!  The Friends of Fran 

(former Young Adult Sunday School Class 

at Watts Street) invites you to a celebration 

of Fran Langstaff’s 85th birthday.  Please 

join us as we celebrate Fran and all the love 

she has poured into our lives. The party will 

be on Saturday, June 4 at 2 pm on and 

around the church playground.  Please click 

HERE for more information and to RSVP.   

Summer Music: It is time to think about 

music for the summer months. Either vocal 

or instrumental music would be wonderful. 

If you are willing to sing/play a solo, duet, 

or small group please contact Melody 

Zentner by June 5th. There will also be a 

sign up sheet in the choir room. Please 

remember that the music selections need to 

be either public domain or covered by ONE 

LICENSE so that we can legally mainstream 

it in the service. You can look up a piece of 

music by title, composer or publisher at 

info@onelicense.net 

Host the Youth?  On Sunday nights during 

the summer, our youth group goes on 

tour!  Each week we have youth group in 

the home of a different church member.  If 

you’d be willing to host us one night, please 

let Kelly know.  We meet from 5 to 7 p.m. 

with a light supper included.  Open dates 

are: June 19, June 26, July 3, July 17, July 

24, August 7, and August 14. 

All Ages Beach Retreat…2023! We had 

such a wonderful time at the recent All Ages 

Beach Retreat at Fort Caswell! Be sure to 

check the WSBC Facebook page for pictures 

and highlights. And we hope everyone will 

make plans to join us next year! Mark your 

calendars now for WSBC AABR 2023, 

mailto:esther@wattsstreet.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hUsO82lSTJELk2smFzkSAdJDrwJXc6o0rLhH5GJ4wdw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hUsO82lSTJELk2smFzkSAdJDrwJXc6o0rLhH5GJ4wdw/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:info@onelicense.net


which will be April 14-16, the weekend 

right after Easter! 

 

 

 



 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

Sunday, May 15 – Youth Sunday 

 9:30 a.m. Lectionary Life Together 

Class, Room 104B, Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Watts Street 101, Library 

 9:45 a.m. Adult Seminar Class, Room 

102, Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Room 

115 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class, 

Playground 

 9:45 a.m.  Sojourners Class, Room 106 

 9:45 a.m. Bible Workbench Class, 

Room 108, Hybrid 

 10:00 a.m. Kingdom of God Class, Room 

206 

 11:00 a.m. Worship 

 11:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School, 

playground 

 1:30 p.m. Spring Church Meeting, 

Zoom 

Monday, May 16 

 7:00 p.m. Boys Scouts, Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, May 17 

 11:00 a.m. Sr. Adult Coordinating 

Council, Room 102 

 12:00 p.m. Book Club, Room 102 

 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting, Room 102 & 

Zoom 

 6:00 p.m. Stewardship Committee, 

Zoom 

 7:00 p.m. Deacons, Zoom 

Wednesday, May 18 

 9:30 a.m. Staff Minister’s Mtg., Zoom 

 1:00 p.m. Denominational Relations 

Committee, Zoom 

 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 202 

Choir Room 

Thursday, May 19 

 6:30 p.m. Watts Well-Being & Wellness 

Webinar, Zoom 

 

Friday, May 21 

 8:30 a.m. Spring Church Workday 

Sunday, May 22 

 9:30 a.m. Lectionary Life Together 

Class, Room 104B, Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Watts Street 101, Library 

 9:45 a.m. Adult Seminar Class, Room 

102, Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Room 

115 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class, 

Playground 

 9:45 a.m.  Sojourners Class, Room 106 

 9:45 a.m. Bible Workbench Class, 

Room 108, Hybrid 

 10:00 a.m. Kingdom of God Class, Room 

206 

 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper 

preaching 

 11:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School, 

playground 

 4:00 p.m. “The Blue Notes” Community 

Concert, Urban Avenue 

parking lot 

 6:30 p.m. YG, Charleston Mission 

Immersion Team Mtg, Urban 

Avenue parking lot 

 

 



  



 

 



   


