
 

 
 

MAY 8, 2022 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

MAY 8, 2022 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

GATHERING FOR THE JOURNEY 

Chimes 

Welcome 

     Minute for Mission: Environmental organizations focusing on “Rewilding”  

(Triangle Land Conservancy, Eno River Association, Ellerbe Creek Watershed 

Association)  

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Pastorale” .......................................................................... Johann Sebastian Bach 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister: The Lord is our shepherd, our guide and protector.  
People: The Lord is our parent, our companion and friend. 

Minister: The Lord is almighty, with wisdom and power. 

People: The Lord is present, with comfort and care. 

Minister: Blessing and glory, wisdom and thanksgiving, 

People: Honor and might be to our God! Amen. 

*Hymn 86: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”......................................................... FAITHFULNESS 

Children are invited to follow Esther to the playground for Sunday School.   

Parents of preschoolers, kindergartners, and visitors are requested to accompany children to the 

vestibule and complete a sign-in form.  

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  As we enter into a time of prayer, let us listen for the voice of the One who 

leads us besides still waters and restores our soul. We offer prayers of 

confession, first in silence. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

___________________________________________________ 

*Please stand in body or in spirit.   



Corporate Prayer of Confession: 

Minister: You are a God of new life, yet we are bound to the old way of doing things. 

 You are a God of infinite good news, yet we live in fear and dread. 

 You are a God of resurrection, yet we spend our days proclaiming death.  
People: Lord, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead us to wholeness. 

Minister: You are a God of abundance, yet we fear there is not enough grace. 

 You are a God of empowerment, yet we doubt whether we can do your work. 

 You are a God of forgiveness, yet we cannot forgive others or ourselves. 

People: Lord, have mercy upon us. Forgive us and lead us to wholeness. 

Silent Prayers 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People: Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer – Kelly Sasser 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Psalter: Psalm 23 

 Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 

Hymn 79: “God Is My Shepherd” ...................................................... BROTHER JAMES’ AIR 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:   Jesus, trustworthy shepherd and guide, invites us to follow him in the way of 

justice and peace. 

People:  May we recognize in him the voice of Love and respond with faithfulness and 

generosity.   

Receiving Gifts 

We invite you to consider how you might share your time, talents, and resources  

to support programs and activities that sustain and challenge our congregation,  

promote justice, and expand our care for others in Durham and beyond.  

You are invited to give online at www.wattsstreet.org or to place your offering  

in the baskets near the exits at the conclusion of the service. 

 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


Anthem: “Loving Shepherd” ............................................................ Johann Sebastian Bach 

Loving Shepherd, comfort and guide us 

Keep us in thy tender care. 

And in thy mercy stay beside us. 

Safely thy lambs now gather 

Bring us in faith together,  

And thy pastures prepare; 

And when I walk with darkness around me, 

Thou art near and I will fear no ill. 

So with thy love and kindness surround me, 

Goodness and mercy bringing, 

From living water springing, 

Lord of Love, grant me thy comfort still. 
 

*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Christ is alive! Let Christians sing! Let Christendom with praises ring.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Christ is alive! This be our song! To God all praises now belong. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation 

*Hymn 622: “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” ........................................ CWM RHONDDA 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Pastorale” ........................................................................ Johann Sebastian Bach 

 

 

Cover Art: Psalm 23 painting by Eli Wobig, Saatchi art 

Music Credits: Prelude/Postlude: Public Domain.  Anthem: © St. James Music Press, All Rights 

Reserved.  Hymn 86: Setting by Janet Linker, © 1999 Hope Publishing Co., All Rights Reserved.  Hymn 

79: Setting by Ronald Arnatt, © 1979 Augsburg Publishing House, All Rights Reserved.  Hymn 622: 

Setting by David Christiansen, © 2005 Augsburg Fortress, All Rights Reserved.  

Hymn Credits: © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-700000. All rights reserved. 
 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
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JOURNEY INWARD

Welcome to all who worship with us today! 

Whether you are with us in the sanctuary or 

watching on your computer from home, we 

gladly say, Thank God you are here! If 

you’re visiting or interested in joining the 

church, you are invited to email Dorisanne 

at dorisanne@wattsstreet.org and she’ll be 

delighted to speak with you.  

The Livestream Service begins at 11 a.m. 

and can be found on the Watts Street 

Baptist Church Facebook page. You do not 

need a Facebook account to watch the 

video. (Click “not now” when Facebook 

prompts you to create an account.) You can 

watch the service in “real time” or later. 

After the livestream finishes, the archived 

video will drop down to the right column 

below the main viewing screen and be 

available for viewing at any time. 

Covid Safety Protocol: The recent uptick 

in Covid numbers in our area calls for us to 

extend our masking protocol a while 

longer. Please keep your masks on anytime 

you are inside the building. We encourage 

everyone who is immunocompromised or 

over the age of 50 to get their second 

booster shot. We have returned the pew 

cushions to the sanctuary and invite you to 

do your best with social distancing. We will 

continue to offer overflow space in the 

fellowship hall and also continue to 

livestream our Sunday services each week. 

Adult Sunday School classes are meeting 

at church at 9:45 a.m. Hybrid options in the 

classrooms are available for those who may 

not be ready to gather in person. Visit here 

to read about individual class offerings.  

For more information about connecting 

with a class, contact 

Esther@wattsstreet.org. 

Children’s Sunday School classes meet on 

the playground during the worship hour. 

Children are invited to meet in the 

sanctuary for worship at 11:00 and leave 

after the first hymn with leaders. If you are 

not ready for your child to be inside the 

sanctuary, you are invited to meet on the 

playground at 11 am, weather permitting. 

Check in with the adult greeter at the gate 

to sign in your child for Sunday School.  

Youth Group: Sunday, 4:00-5:30 pm in 

the Urban Ave. parking lot. Join us for 

Youth Sunday preparation and supper al 

fresco!  Bring your mask: we plan to stay 

outside the whole time with masks optional 

but if we have bad weather, we’ll mask up 

and come to the fellowship hall. 

 

 

 

mailto:dorisanne@wattsstreet.org
https://www.facebook.com/Watts-Street-Baptist-Church-233843483312227
https://www.facebook.com/Watts-Street-Baptist-Church-233843483312227
https://wattsstreet.org/worship-and-sunday-school-plans-during-lent/
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WSBC Financial Ministry Plan Report 

Weekly Revenue: $3,414.00  

Year to Date Income: $286,776.88 

Annual 2022 Ministry Plan Budget Goal: 

$888,174.00 

WSBC Text Giving through your phone 

is a way you can give to the Budget and 

Minute for Mission.  For instructions, visit 

https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving.  

 
 

JOURNEY OUTWARD

The May Minute for Mission supports the 

“rewilding” efforts of three local 

environmental organizations, the Triangle 

Land Conservancy, the Eno River 

Association, and the Ellerbe Creek 

Watershed Association. “Rewilding” means 

re-establishing the balance between the 

human world and the rest of nature. In 

March, the WSBC Creation Care Ministry 

held a webinar on “rewilding” with guest 

speakers from these organizations. A link to 

the webinar video is available upon request 

to laura.webb.smith@gmail.com. Checks 

should be made out to WSBC with 

“Rewilding” noted in the memo line or 

consider the text giving option (see below). 

 

 

 

Creation Care Tip: Do you want to know 

the environmental and human cost of our 

clothing? Register to watch “The True 

Costs,” a documentary about fast fashion. 

View the film on your own time, or together 

on Thursday, May 12, at 6:00 pm. At 7:30 

pm following the movie there will be a 

discussion on Zoom. Click this link to 

register to watch the movie. From:  

American Baptist Churches Rochester 

Genesee Region.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOURNEY TOGETHER

Watts Street 101: A series of three 

conversations about the life and ministry of 

Watts Street began this morning and 

continues May 15 and 22, from 9:45 to 

10:45, in the Library. Church staff and lay 

leaders will meet with visitors and new 

members who want to learn more about the 

congregation. All are welcome. Please see 

one of the staff ministers if you’d like to 

attend. 

Watts Well-Being and Refresh: The Adult 

Education Committee invites you to join in a 

“refresh” on personal well-being. Shawnta 

Wright and her team from Mindful Bodies 

will lead us through engaging, interactive 

discussions and activities to practice 

wellness-based skills to use in our everyday 

lives. Six Webinars take place on 

Thursdays, April 21 – May 26, from 6:30 

p.m. to 7:30 p.m. To sign up for the Watts 

https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving
mailto:laura.webb.smith@gmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/movie-viewing-of-the-true-cost-hosted-by-abcrgr-creation-collaborative-tickets-304792993047


Well-Being and Refresh webinars, contact 

Esther Soud Parker, esther@wattsstreet.org  

The Spring Church Meeting is next 

Sunday, May 15, 1:30 p.m., via Zoom. 

We’ll receive committee reports, hear 

updates from our Treasurers, and hear an 

update on our custodial position.  

Spring Church Workday - Saturday, May 

21. Coffee and breakfast treats ready at 8:30 

a.m. Work an hour or two or all morning! 

Thanks to WS Building and Grounds 

Committee, chaired by Mack Wilkins, and 

the Garden Club, led by Emily McCoy, for 

coordinating. 

You’re invited to a WSBC and 

Neighborhood Outdoor Concert!  

Featuring The Blue Notes (New Orleans 

Style Dixieland Jazz) with WSBC’s Mike 

Killam on keyboard. Sunday, May 22 from 

4:00-6:00 p.m. in the Urban Ave. parking 

lot. Bring your own picnic supper, your 

mask, and a lawn chair (we’ll have some 

folding chairs available) and invite your 

friends and neighbors to join us for toe 

tappin’ fun and outdoor fellowship! All ages 

welcome! 

Save the Date!  The Friends of Fran 

(former Sunday School Class at Watts 

Street) invites you to a celebration of Fran 

Langstaff’s 85th birthday. The party will be 

on Saturday, June 4 at 2 pm in the “gardens” 

of the church playground. For more 

information or to volunteer to help, contact 

Party4Fran@gmail.com. 

All Ages Beach Retreat…2023! We had 

such a wonderful time at the All Ages Beach 

Retreat at Fort Caswell last weekend! Be 

sure to check the WSBC Facebook page for 

pictures and highlights. And we hope 

everyone will make plans to join us next 

year! Mark your calendars now for WSBC 

AABR 2023, which will be April 14-16, the 

weekend right after Easter! 

 

mailto:esther@wattsstreet.org
mailto:Party4Fran@gmail.com


 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

Sunday, May 8 

 9:30 a.m. Lectionary Life Together 

Class, Room 104B, Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Watts Street 101, Library 

 9:45 a.m. Adult Seminar Class, Room 

102, Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Room 

115 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class, 

Playground 

 9:45 a.m.  Sojourners Class, Room 107 

 9:45 a.m. Bible Workbench Class, 

Room 108, Hybrid 

 10:00 a.m. Kingdom of God Class, Room 

206 

 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper 

preaching 

 11:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School, 

playground 

 1:00 p.m. Creation Care Ministry 

Meeting, Zoom 

 4:00 p.m. Youth Group, Urban Avenue 

parking lot 

Monday, May 9 

 1:00 p.m. Garden Club 

 7:00 p.m. Youth Education Ministry 

Committee, Zoom 

 7:00 p.m. Boys Scouts, Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, May 10 

 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting, Room 102 & 

Zoom 

 6:30 p.m. Adult Education Ministry 

Committee, Zoom 

 6:30 p.m. Missions Committee, Zoom 

Wednesday, May 11 

 9:30 a.m. Staff Minister’s Mtg. 

 6:30 p.m. YG, Youth Sunday Prep, 

Urban Avenue parking lot 

 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 

Choir Room 

 7:30 p.m. Personnel Committee, Zoom 

Thursday, May 12 

 7:30 a.m. Men’s Breakfast, Elmo’s 

 6:30 p.m. Watts Well-Being & Wellness 

Webinar, Zoom 

Sunday, May 15 - Youth Sunday 

 9:30 a.m. Lectionary Life Together 

Class, Room 104B, Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Watts Street 101, Library 

 9:45 a.m. Adult Seminar Class, Room 

102, Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Room 

115 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class, 

Playground 

 9:45 a.m.  Sojourners Class, Room 107 

 9:45 a.m. Bible Workbench Class, 

Room 108, Hybrid 

 10:00 a.m. Kingdom of God Class, Room 

206 

 11:00 a.m. Worship 

 11:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School, 

playground 

 1:30 p.m. Spring Church Meeting, 

Zoom 

 4:00 p.m. Youth Group, Urban Avenue 

parking lot 

 
 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office 

Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Congregational Life; Kelly Sasser, Minister with 

Youth and Community Life; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries 

  



  



 



   


