
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

MAY 1, 2022 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

MAY 1, 2022 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

GATHERING FOR THE JOURNEY 

Chimes 

Welcome – Melody Zentner 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Bringing in the Light and Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “How Majestic Is Your Name” ...................................................... HOW MAJESTIC 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister: Sing praises to God, all you faithful ones. 

People:   God hears us in our fear and our sorrow. 

Minister: Where there was no way, 

People:   God leads us in a new way. 

Minister: Where there was no mercy, 

People:    God surprises us with fresh mercy. 

Minister: Where there was weeping,   

People:   God invites us to step into a new dance. 

*Hymn 277: “Christians We Have Met to Worship” ....................................... HOLY MANNA 

Children are invited to follow Karin to the playground for Sunday School.   

Parents of preschoolers, kindergartners, and visitors are requested to accompany children to the 

vestibule and complete a sign-in form.  

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister: We can hold on to hurt until our hands begin to cramp. Though they bow our 

back, we often refuse to set our grudges down, because we don’t know what it would 

feel like to have that weight off us. And we think that is the way God operates as 

well. But God’s anger lasts for just a moment, while the grace, the forgiveness, and 

the hope God offers never goes away. Let us dare to bring our prayers to the One 

who hears us and heals us, as we pray together, first in silence. 

___________________________________________________ 

*Please stand in body or in spirit.   



Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession: O God, after Easter is gone, it’s so easy to return to familiar 

refrains. We turn from paths of joy and wonder, and wander the crooked streets to our 

old haunts. Rather than living in the newness you bring, we do things the way they 

have always been done. Fortunately, God of seaside breakfasts, you know the way out 

of our messy lives, and so take us by the hand to lead us. Challenge us to fish from 

the other side of our worries, so we may pull in all the grace, wonder, and mercy 

offered to us by Jesus, Amen.  

Assurance of Pardon 

    People: Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer  

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: John 21:1-19 

 Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

 People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “A Miracle, a Meal and a Mission”  

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: God of Heaven and Earth, you call us to leave behind our preoccupations and 

follow you into the future. 

People:   Sometimes we find your call challenging. We are comfortable, maybe even 

complacent, in our present. May our acts of giving be gestures of our willingness to 

follow where you lead. 

Receiving Gifts 

We invite you to consider how you might share your time, talents, and resources  

to support programs and activities that sustain and challenge our congregation,  

promote justice, and expand our care for others in Durham and beyond.  

You are invited to give online at www.wattsstreet.org or to place your offering  

in the baskets near the exits at the conclusion of the service. 

Offertory: “Just a Closer Walk with Thee”.................................................... CLOSER WALK 

 

 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


*Doxology.......................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Christ is alive!  Let Christians sing, Let Christendom with praises ring.  

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Christ is alive!  This be our song!  To God all praises now belong. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation 

The invitation is always for each one of us for decisions and commitments  

to be made in our living to help us on God’s way of love. During our closing hymn  

you are invited to reflect on your response to worship this day. 

*Hymn 491: “As Grain on Scattered Hillsides” ..............................................MERLE’S TUNE 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Trust and Obey” ...................................................................... TRUST AND OBEY 
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It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office 

Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Congregational Life; Kelly Sasser, Minister with 

Youth and Community Life; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries 
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JOURNEY INWARD

Welcome to all who worship with us today! 

Whether you are with us in the sanctuary or 

watching on your computer from home, we 

gladly say, Thank God you are here! If 

you’re visiting or interested in joining the 

church, you are invited to email Dorisanne 

at dorisanne@wattsstreet.org and she’ll be 

delighted to speak with you.  

The Livestream Service begins at 11 a.m. 

and can be found on the Watts Street 

Baptist Church Facebook page. You do not 

need a Facebook account to watch the 

video. (Click “not now” when Facebook 

prompts you to create an account.) You can 

watch the service in “real time” or later. 

After the livestream finishes, the archived 

video will drop down to the right column 

below the main viewing screen and be 

available for viewing at any time. 

This morning, as our ministerial staff leads 

worship at the All Ages Beach Retreat, we 

welcome as our guest preacher, Rev. 

Sara Robb-Scott. Sara serves as 

Bereavement Program Coordinator at 

WakeMed Health and Hospitals. In her free 

time, Sara likes to read fiction and fantasy, 

paint, and hike at Eno River State Park. 

Sara and Andrew have enjoyed attending 

Watts Street and deeply appreciate the 

warm welcome this community has 

extended to them in such a short time. And 

we are grateful for Sara’s presence in our 

pulpit this morning. 

All Ages Beach Retreat: Over 60 WSBC 

members and friends are spending this 

weekend at Fort Caswell on Oak Island 

enjoying intergenerational fellowship, 

recreation, and community time in a 

beautiful setting! Please pray for the group 

as they worship together this morning and 

return home this afternoon.   

Covid Safety Protocol: The recent uptick 

in Covid numbers in our area calls for us to 

extend our masking protocol a while 

longer. Please keep your masks on anytime 

you are inside the building. We encourage 

everyone who is immunocompromised or 

over the age of 50 to get their second 

booster shot. We have returned the pew 

cushions to the sanctuary and invite you to 

do your best with social distancing. We will 

continue to offer overflow space in the 

fellowship hall and also continue to 

livestream our Sunday services each week. 

Adult Sunday School classes are meeting 

at church at 9:45 a.m. Hybrid options in the 

classrooms are available for those who may 

not be ready to gather in person. Visit here 

to read about individual class offerings.  

For more information about connecting 

with a class, contact 

Esther@wattsstreet.org. 

mailto:dorisanne@wattsstreet.org
https://www.facebook.com/Watts-Street-Baptist-Church-233843483312227
https://www.facebook.com/Watts-Street-Baptist-Church-233843483312227
https://wattsstreet.org/worship-and-sunday-school-plans-during-lent/
mailto:Esther@wattsstreet.org


Children’s Sunday School classes 
continue to meet during the worship hour 

on the playground. Children are invited to 

meet in the sanctuary for worship at 11:00 

and leave after the first hymn with leaders. 

If you are not ready for your child to be 

inside the sanctuary, you are invited to meet 

on the playground at 11 am, weather 

permitting. Check in with the adult greeter 

at the gate to sign in your child for Sunday 

School. On May 1, preschoolers and 

children will be together on the playground.  

Youth: No activities this evening, May 1 

(All Ages Beach Retreat). See you next 

Sunday! 

WSBC Financial Ministry Plan Report 

Weekly Revenue: $15,968.50  

Year to Date Income: $283,362.88 

Annual 2022 Ministry Plan Budget Goal: 

$888,174.00 

WSBC Text Giving through your phone 

is a way you can give to the Budget and 

Minute for Mission.  For instructions, visit 

https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving.  

 

 

JOURNEY OUTWARD

Creation Care Tip: One easy step for 

avoiding single-use plastic grocery bags. 

Put your reusable grocery shopping bags on 

the front passenger seat of your car so you 

will remember to take them in the store. You 

are more likely to forget them if you leave 

them in the trunk of your car. 

Last Call for April Mission 

Baskets! We’re collecting clothing 

items for two DPS elementary 

schools, Glenn and CC Spaulding: 

Children’s underwear for all 

genders, sizes 5 – 16; t-shirts (plain 

colors or with age appropriate 

designs) sizes 5-16. Both schools 

are Title I schools, with over 99% of 

the families qualifying for 

free/reduced lunch. Both schools 

have over 98% students of color 

enrolled in grades K-5. Thank you 

for your support! 
 

JOURNEY TOGETHER

Movie Matinee: Join us for the fun, Pixar 

animation movie, Up, on Wednesday, May 

4, at 1 p.m., in room 102. “A 78-year-old 

curmudgeonly balloon salesman, Carl, is not 

your average hero. When he ties thousands 

of balloons to his house and flies away to 

the wilds of South America, he finally 

fulfills his lifelong dream of adventure. But 

after Carl discovers an 8-year-old stowaway 

named Russell, this unlikely duo soon finds 

themselves on a hilarious journey in a lost 

world filled with danger and surprises.” 

Watts Well-Being and Refresh: The Adult 

Education Committee invites you to join in a 

“refresh” on personal well-being. Shawnta 

Wright and her team from Mindful Bodies 

will lead us through engaging, interactive 

discussions and activities to practice 

wellness-based skills to use in our everyday 

lives. Six Webinars take place on 

Thursdays, April 21 – May 26, from 6:30 

p.m. to 7:30 p.m. To sign up for the Watts 

Well-Being and Refresh webinars, contact 

Esther Soud Parker, esther@wattsstreet.org  

https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving
mailto:esther@wattsstreet.org


One-Time Declutter Helpers Needed One 

last project remains at church for a team of 

willing volunteers to tackle - the clutter that 

accumulates in the Fellowship Hall (FH) 

storage closet. It’s a catch-all for various 

equipment! If you’re an older teen or an 

adult, sign up for Friday, May 6, from 3 – 

4:30 pm or Saturday, May 7, from 10 – 

11:30 am. We need to remove almost 

everything on Friday, Bobby will clean, then 

we will return items on Saturday. RSVP to 

Anne Drennan (919-489-2942, 

adrennan1015@gmail.com) if you can help. 

Watts Street 101: A series of three 

conversations about the life and ministry of 

Watts Street is set for May 8, 15 and 22, 

from 9:45 to 10:45, in the Library. Church 

staff and lay leaders will meet with visitors 

and new members who want to learn more 

about the congregation. All are welcome. 

Please see one of the staff ministers if you’d 

like to attend. 

You’re invited to a WSBC and 

Neighborhood Outdoor Concert!  

Featuring The Blue Notes (New Orleans 

Style Dixieland Jazz) with WSBC’s Mike 

Killam on keyboard. Sunday, May 22 from 

4:00-6:00 p.m. in the Urban Ave. parking 

lot. Bring your own picnic supper, your 

mask, and a lawn chair (we’ll have some 

folding chairs available) and invite your 

friends and neighbors to join us for toe 

tappin’ fun and outdoor fellowship! All ages 

welcome! 

Save the Date!  The Friends of Fran 

(former Sunday School Class at Watts 

Street) invites you to a celebration of Fran 

Langstaff’s 85th birthday. The party will be 

on Saturday, June 4 at 2 pm in the “gardens” 

of the church playground. For more 

information or to volunteer to help, contact 

Party4Fran@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:adrennan1015@gmail.com
mailto:Party4Fran@gmail.com


 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

Sunday, May 1 

  All Ages Beach Retreat 

 9:30 a.m. Lectionary Life Together 

Class, Room 104B, Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Adult Seminar Class, Room 

102, Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Room 

115 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class, 

Playground 

 9:45 a.m.  Sojourners Class, Room 107 

 9:45 a.m. Bible Workbench Class, 

Room 108, Hybrid 

 10:00 a.m. Kingdom of God Class, Room 

206 

 11:00 a.m. Worship – Sara Robb-Scott 

preaching 

 11:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School, 

  playground 

Monday, May 2 

 7:00 p.m. Boys Scouts, Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, May 3 

 2:00 p.m. Memorial service for Jack 

Lynch, Sanctuary 

 7:00 p.m. Building & Grounds 

Committee, Zoom 

 7:30 p.m. Children’s Education Ministry 

Committee, Zoom 

Wednesday, May 4 

 9:30 a.m. Staff Minister’s Mtg. 

 1:00 p.m. Movie Matinee, Room 102 

 6:00 p.m. Stewardship/Legacy Giving, 

Zoom 

 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 

Choir Room 

Thursday, May 5 

 6:30 p.m. Watts Well-Being and  

Wellness Webinar, Zoom 

Saturday, May 7 

 9:30 a.m. Youth S/L at Parktown Food 

Hub 

 

Sunday, May 8 

 9:30 a.m. Lectionary Life Together 

Class, Room 104B, Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. WS 101, Library 

 9:45 a.m. Adult Seminar Class, Room 

102, Hybrid 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Room 

115 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class, 

Playground 

 9:45 a.m.  Sojourners Class, Room 107 

 9:45 a.m. Bible Workbench Class, 

Room 108, Hybrid 

 10:00 a.m. Kingdom of God Class, Room 

206 

 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper 

preaching 

 11:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School, 

playground 

 1:00 p.m. Creation Care Ministry 

Meeting, Zoom 

 4:30 p.m. Youth Group, Urban Avenue 

parking lot 

 



  



  


