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WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 
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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

MARCH 27, 2022 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Procession of the Cross  

Prelude: “Variations on ‘Amazing Grace’ ” .................................................... Denis Bédard 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister:  God’s reach is endless. God’s mercy is unstoppable.  

People:  God’s grace is lavish. God’s love is constant. 

Minister:   God’s wisdom is vast. God’s hope is stubborn 

People:  God’s presence is here – with us, among us, moving through us. 

Minister:  Breathe easy. Breathe deeply. We are in God’s house. 

People: Let us worship the One who welcomes us home. 

*Hymn 517, “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” .................................................. BEECHER 

Children are invited to follow Esther to the playground for Sunday School.   

Parents of preschoolers, kindergartners, and visitors are requested to accompany 

children to the vestibule and complete a sign-in form.  

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  Friends, God is like a parent waiting up for a child to come home. The porch 

light is on. The door is unlocked. We can trust that no matter what we do or what we 

leave undone, this is always the case. Let us offer our prayers of confession, first in 

silence. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

_____________________________________________ 
*Please stand in body or in spirit.   

 



Corporate Confession: The prodigal son isn’t given a name, but we know his name. It 

sounds like ours. And we know his story. It sounds like ours. For who among us 

hasn’t burned a bridge. Who among us hasn’t forgotten that we belong to one 

another? Who among us has not ached for home? The prodigal son isn’t given a 

name, but we know his name. Forgive us God. We want to come home. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer – Kelly Sasser 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32  

 Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

 People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “The Way of Love in a World on Fire”  

Silence 

Hymn 73: “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” ............................................. WELLESLEY 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: God of constant love, create in us clean hearts  

People: And renew a right spirit within us. 

Receiving Gifts 

We invite you to consider how you might share your time, talents, and resources  

to support programs and activities that sustain and challenge our congregation,  

promote justice, and expand our care for others in Durham and beyond.  

You are invited to give online at www.wattsstreet.org or to place your offering  

in the baskets near the exits at the conclusion of the service. 

Anthem: “Lord, for Thy Tender Mercy’s Sake” .......................................... Richard Farrant 

Lord, for Thy tender mercy’s sake, lay not our sins to our charge, but forgive that is 

past, and give us grace to amend our sinful lives.  To decline from sin and incline to 

virtue, that we may walk with a perfect heart before Thee, now and evermore. 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


*People sing: “Love Will Be Our Lenten Calling” ................................................. PICARDY 

Love will be our Lenten calling, love to shake and shatter sin, 

waking every closed, cold spirit, stirring new life deep within, 

till the quickened heart remembers what our Easter birth can mean. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 546: “Amazing Grace!” ........................................................................ NEW BRITAIN 

Benediction 

The Cross Leads Us into the World 

Postlude: “Toccata on ‘Amazing Grace’ ”..........................................J. Christopher Pardini 

 

Liturgist: Kelly Sasser  
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It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office 

Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Congregational Life; Kelly Sasser, Minister with 

Youth and Community Life; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries 
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JOURNEY INWARD

Welcome to all who worship with us today! 

Whether you are with us in the sanctuary or 

watching on your computer from home, we 

gladly say, Thank God you are here! If 

you’re a visitor and interested in joining the 

church, you are invited to email Dorisanne 

at dorisanne@wattsstreet.org and she’ll be 

delighted to speak with you.  

Our guest preacher today is The Rev. Dr. 

J. Daniel Day.  Dan is Pastor Emeritus at 

First Baptist in Raleigh, former Professor of 

Preaching and Worship at Campbell 

University Divinity School, an author of 

several books, spouse to Mary Carol, and a 

beloved part of this community. His most 

recent book is Lively Hope: A Taste of 

God’s Tomorrow. 

Communal Safety Protocols  

for Indoor Worship:  
We ask everyone to enter through the 

Watts Street doors unless you have need of 

the elevator, are in Sunday school, or are 

dropping your child off at Sunday School.  

Our Welcome Table will be outside the 

Watts Street entrance for you to pick up 

your nametag.  

You may exit through any door, though we 

ask that people take care not to congregate 

around doorways.  After the service, we 

encourage you to move outside for 

conversation and greeting one another. 

Masks are required in all indoor spaces for 

everyone over age 2. Worship leaders will 

remove their masks at the pulpit but there 

will be ample social distance between the 

pulpit and the first row of congregants.  

Seating is designated downstairs by pew 

cushions which will only cover half of each 

pew, alternating ends from pew to pew. 

Tape will mark where to sit in the balcony. 

The Livestream Service begins at 11 a.m. 

and can be found on the Watts Street 

Baptist Church Facebook page.  You do not 

need a Facebook account to watch the 

video. (Click “not now” when Facebook 

prompts you to create an account.) You can 

watch the service in “real time” or later.  

After the livestream finishes, the archived 

video will drop down to the right column 

below the main viewing screen and be 

available for viewing at any time. 

Children’s Sunday School classes meet 

during the worship hour on the playground. 

Children are invited to meet in the 

sanctuary for worship at 11:00 and leave 

after the first hymn with leaders. If you are 

not ready for your child to be inside the 

sanctuary, you are invited to meet on the 

playground at 11 am, weather permitting. 

Check in with the adult greeter at the gate 

to sign in your child for Sunday School. 

 

mailto:dorisanne@wattsstreet.org
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Adult Sunday School Classes are invited 

to regather at church at 9:45 a.m. Sunday 

mornings. Hybrid options in the classrooms 

are available for those who may not be 

ready to gather in person. For now, in-

person classes will remain masked and 

participants are encouraged to stay 3 feet 

apart in classrooms, unless you are with 

your family members or those you choose 

to be in your pod. For information about 

connecting with the following classes, 

contact Esther@wattsstreet.org  

Adult Seminar – Continues on Zoom, 7 

p.m., Thursdays, through March 27. 

Typically, the class selects a book or video 

series about the Christian faith as a basis 

for discussions. Currently we are studying 

“Lively Hope: A Taste of God’s 

Tomorrow” by J. Daniel Day.  

Bible Workbench – Meets for Sunday 

School in room 108, at 10 a.m. A hybrid 

option is available. Following the 

lectionary, we focus on one Biblical 

passage per week and seek to unpack its 

meaning as if we are approaching it for the 

first time.  

Faith Journeys – Meets for Sunday School 

in room 115, at 9:45 a.m. We are reading 

our way, word by word, through the Old 

Testament, and informing our reading with 

other sources.  

Faith Perspectives – Meets for Sunday 

School on the playground, at 9:45 a.m. We 

are a discussion-oriented class in which 

everyone is encouraged to put in their two 

cents. Our materials have ranged from 

traditional Bible studies to essays to DVD 

presentations. 

Kingdom of God – Meets for Sunday School 

in room 206 at 10:00 a.m. This class 

incorporates various experiential and 

interactive ways to encounter the messages in 

scripture.  We nurture those who learn 

differently and all who prefer or enjoy 

learning through storytelling, art, music, and 

different forms of prayer, no matter age or 

ability.   

Lectionary Life Together – Continues on 

Zoom at 9:00 a.m. Hybrid option begins in 

a few weeks in room 104A.   We explore 

scripture passages using the 3-year cycle of 

the Revised Common Lectionary as our 

guide.   

Sojourners – Meets for Sunday School in 

room 106, at 9:45 a.m.  We spend our class 

time discussing fresh perspectives on 

Christian faith using various books as a 

focus.  Our class has an active mission 

component that includes preparing and 

serving the evening meal at Urban 

Ministries once a month.  

Youth Group: Sunday, 4:00-5:30 pm in 

the Urban Ave. parking lot. Join us for 

games, a brief devotion, prayer, 

announcements, and supper al fresco!  

Bring your mask: we plan to stay outside 

the whole time with masks optional but if 

we have bad weather, we’ll mask up and 

come to the fellowship hall. 

WSBC Financial Ministry Plan Report 

Weekly Revenue: $17,400.00  

Year to Date Income: $215,538.99 

Annual 2022 Ministry Plan Budget Goal: 

$888,174.00 

WSBC Text Giving through your phone 

is a way you can give to the Budget and 

Minute for Mission.  For instructions, visit 

https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving.  
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JOURNEY OUTWARD

Prayers for Ukraine: You are welcome to 

come by the chapel during the week and 

offer prayers or light a candle for peace.  

Please be sure to extinguish the candles 

before you leave. 

The March/April Mission Baskets 
collection is for much needed clothing items 

for two DPS elementary schools, 

Glenn and CC Spaulding:  Children's 

underwear for all genders, sizes 5 - 16; t-

shirts (plain colors or with age appropriate 

designs) sizes 5-16.  Both schools are Title I 

schools, with over 99% of the families 

qualifying for free/reduced lunch. Both 

schools have over 98% students of color 

enrolled in grades K-5.  Thank you for your 

support! 

Join “Team Watts Street” at the Durham 

CROP Hunger Walk! On Sunday, April 

10, we’ll once again join with thousands of 

people from the community to raise 

awareness and resources to reduce hunger in 

Durham and around the world. (The fund-

raiser supports the efforts of Church World 

Service and Durham Congregations in 

Action.) Our team will walk from the church 

parking lot to Duke Chapel and back. To 

join or sponsor “Team Watts Street”, click 

here. Questions? Contact our team captains, 

Sarah Hanchey or Henry Mitchell, or email 

kelly@wattsstreet.org.  

Durham Tenants Legal Power Fund: The 

WSBC Missions Committee has been 

learning about the growing eviction crisis in 

Durham. The Durham Tenants Legal Power 

Fund helps tenants pay the appeal bond and 

gives them an opportunity to appeal their 

eviction status. The WSBC Missions 

Committee has designated $1,500 to this 

fund and invites individual members of the 

congregation to contribute. Click here to 

learn more about why this fund is so 

important and where to mail your check. 

Creation Care Tip Creation Care Tip: 

Want to know how to dispose of your waste 

properly in Durham County? Use the Waste 

Wizard tool! Type the name of an item and 

it will tell you how to recycle or dispose! 

A Greener Lent: Join WSBC and other 

members of Interfaith Creation Care of the 

Triangle in eating a plant-based diet for Lent 

2022 ending on Easter Sunday. We can each 

do something to reduce global warming! 

Find out more and choose a level of 

participation a https://greenerlent.org/. 

While Lent is traditionally a time to give 

something up, we can choose to reframe this 

concept as a letting go of that which does 

not serve our body, our soul, and our planet. 

From this emptying, might we be left with 

space for being filled with that which 

nourishes us in a different way? We invite 

you to ponder with us during this time what 

we can gain from letting go of having meat 

(and even cheese and eggs) on our plates. 

Contact Joanna John (919-599-4029, 

joannaemorton@gmail.com) for support or 

inspiration. For favorite family recipes and 

other resources, visit 

https://wattsstreet.org/a-greener-lent/. 

Watch the Webinar on Rewilding!  On 

March 21, our Creation Care Ministry 

sponsored a webinar on Rewilding with 

guest speakers from the Triangle Land 

Conservancy, Eno River Association, and 

Ellerbe Creek Watershed Association.  A 

link to the webinar video is available upon 

request to laura.webb.smith@gmail.com. 

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2022/team/watts-street-baptist-church
mailto:kelly@wattsstreet.org
https://wattsstreet.org/eviction-crisis-in-durham-how-you-can-make-a-difference/
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https://greenerlent.org/
mailto:joannaemorton@gmail.com
https://wattsstreet.org/a-greener-lent/
mailto:laura.webb.smith@gmail.com


Marching Toward A Waste-Free 

Durham! The next Creation Care Ministry 

webinar will be April 7, 2022, 7-8:30 p.m.    

When frustration and lack of hope 

overwhelm us in our care of God’s creation, 

we feel powerless. Join us on Zoom to hear 

Crystal Dreisbach, CEO and Founder of 

Don’t Waste Durham, explain how we can 

help change Durham to a circular economy 

and be a part of the solution to cleaner air, 

water, and land instead of part of the 

problem. Crystal helps create solutions to 

prevent trash. Dialoguing with her is 

inspirational, her enthusiasm is infectious, 

and you’ll learn about several easy-to-

participate-in initiatives for shopping 

options and dining out. She brings hope to 

our corner of the world and beyond. There 

will be plenty of time for questions and 

answers.  Click to register: 

https://bit.ly/april7wsbc 

Join our Urban Ministries Team! Each 

month, on the third Thursday, a team of 

Watts Streeters provides the evening meal 

for 200+ guests at Urban Ministries. To help 

with grocery shopping, food prep, cake or 

brownie baking, food packing and delivery, 

please contact Greg Palmer 

(senorpalmer@gmail.com). 

El Salvador Connection Opportunity: 
This week, a group of Watts Streeters will 

begin helping via Zoom with English classes 

at the high school affiliated with Iglesia 

Bautista Emmanuel, our sister church in San 

Salvador.  If you’d be interested in 

participating once a week (classes are on 

Thursdays and Fridays) or as an occasional 

substitute, contact kelly@wattsstreet.org. 

 

 

JOURNEY TOGETHER

Playground Workday: We will be 

spreading mulch on the playground Sunday, 

March 27, at 2:30 p.m. Please come join and 

help renew the mulch on the playground. 

Thank you to the Building and Grounds 

committee for coordinating this much 

needed event. 

 

Today is the Last Day to Register  

for the 2022 All Ages Beach Retreat! 
Friday, April 29 – Sunday, May 1 

Yes, after two years off during the 

pandemic, we’re heading back to Fort 

Caswell…for our 40th year!  

Register at www.wattsstreet.org  

by March 27. 
 

 

Music News: If you like to sing, we would 

love to have you as part of the Chancel 

Choir! We have a small, dedicated group of 

singers who are very much appreciated. 

However, we need more voices in every 

section to support and balance this group 

and sing some of the beautiful SATB music 

in our library. (Sopranos, Altos, Tenors, 

Basses) This is a great time to join as we 

continue to get ready for Palm Sunday and 

Easter. Please contact Melody Zentner or 

any choir member if you have any questions. 

Come make a joyful noise unto the Lord! 

WSBC Children’s Library: Thank you, 

Watts Street friends, for donating new books 

and financial gifts to update the children’s 

section of the church library. All are invited 

to look for new books in the WSBC 

Children’s library. When you borrow a 

https://bit.ly/april7wsbc
https://wattsstreetbaptistchurch.sharepoint.com/sites/Staff/Shared%20Documents/Bulletins/2022%20Bulletins/senorpalmer@gmail.com
mailto:kelly@wattsstreet.org
http://www.wattsstreet.org/


book, no need to “check it out.” Just borrow 

the book, read it with your family, and 

return it to the library when you are done. 

Most of the books are divided into themes 

with color-coded stickers. When you return 

a book, just match the color-coded sticker on 

the binder of each book with any of the 

same color stickers on the bins (they are not 

in alphabetical order). Chapter books and 

easy readers are not divided by themes and 

can be placed anywhere in the same section 

you found them. We can’t wait to hear 

about the books you are reading!  

In support of our Little Free Anti-Racism 

Library and reaching out to our 

neighborhood, consider placing an adult or 

children’s book in our Little Free Anti-

Racism Library on Urban Street. Remember 

you can take a book or share a book. 

Beth El Preschool is currently enrolling for 

their 4-week summer camp program as well 

as the 2022/23 school year. For more 

information about the programs and access 

to the applications, visit  

www.bethelpreschooldurham.org 

COVID Protocol for Visiting the Church:  

The church Advisory Group requests if you 

or someone in your household has COVID 

or if you have any COVID symptoms, 

please do not come into the church during 

the day or after office hours. The church 

staff is happy to talk to you via phone, 

email, or zoom. Thank you for honoring this 

guideline as we all navigate COVID by 

trying our best to keep our congregation, 

staff, Beth El preschool, and neighbors safe.   

N95 Masks available for the congregation 

in the church office. Contact Sherrill Figuera 

at sherrill@wattsstreet.org. 

 

The Alliance of Baptists Theological 

Retreat April 21: Taking on the Cross, [re] 

Learning the Love of God. Alliance of 

Baptists “are a faith community knit 

together by our love for one another and 

God, combining progressive inquiry, 

contemplative prayer, and progressive action 

to bring about justice and healing in a 

changing world.” Before the virtual Annual 

Gathering April 22-24, we are welcomed to 

participate in a One-Day Virtual Theological 

Retreat on April 21. Keynote addresses 

followed by workshops, and facilitated small 

group discussions will delve into the 

theology of atonement. To learn more and to 

register go to: 

https://allianceofbaptists.org/events/one-

day-theological-retreat/ 

Denominational Relations: AWAB - Are 

you a rainbow maker? Do you know what 

AWAB means? Hint? It’s the name of one 

of our denominational partners. The mission 

of the Association of Welcoming and 

Affirming Baptists is to build “the 

Welcoming and Affirming movement within 

the Baptist traditions … to be The National 

Voice for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 

Transgender, Queer, and Allied Baptists in 

the US.” You can subscribe to the AWAB 

newsletter, Welcoming Spirit, at 

www.awab.org. The 2022 spring issue as 

well as past issues are available online. In 

addition to national news, the current issue 

has an interesting article on a newly formed 

Uganda Alliance of Welcoming and 

Affirming Churches. Reading Welcoming 

Spirit, as well as availing ourselves of other 

resources provided by AWAB, can help us 

to think of ways to enhance our local 

Welcoming and Affirming ministry. 

http://www.bethelpreschooldurham.org/
mailto:sherrill@wattsstreet.org
https://allianceofbaptists.org/events/one-day-theological-retreat/
https://allianceofbaptists.org/events/one-day-theological-retreat/
http://www.awab.org/


 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
Sunday, March 27 

 9:00 a.m. Life Together Class, Zoom 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Room 

115 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class, 

Playground 

 9:45 a.m.  Sojourners Class, Room 106 

 10:00 a.m. Bible Workbench Class, 

Room 108, Hybrid 

 10:00 a.m. Kingdom of God Class, Room 

206 

 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dan Day preaching 

 11:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School, 

playground  

 12:05 p.m. Worship & Music Committee, 

Room 101 

 2:30 p.m. Playground Workday, 

playground 

 4:00 p.m. Youth Group, Urban Avenue 

parking lot 

Monday, March 28 

 7:00 p.m. Boys Scouts, Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, March 29 

 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting, Zoom 

Wednesday, March 30 

 9:30 a.m. Staff Minister’s Mtg., Zoom 

 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 

Sanctuary 

Sunday, April 3 

 9:00 a.m. Life Together Class, Zoom 

 9:45 a.m. Adult Seminar Class, Zoom 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Room 

115 

 9:45 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class, 

Playground 

 9:45 a.m.  Sojourners Class, Room 106 

 10:00 a.m. Bible Workbench Class, 

Room 108, Hybrid 

 10:00 a.m. Kingdom of God Class, Room 

206 

 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper 

preaching 

 11:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School, 

playground 

 1:00 p.m. Creation Care Ministry 

Meeting, Zoom 

 4:00 p.m. Enneagram & Mindfulness 

Study, Zoom 

 4:30 p.m. Youth Group, Urban Avenue 

parking lot 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
March 27 Last day to register for All 

Ages Beach Retreat 

April 10 Palm Sunday 

April 10 Durham CROP Walk 

April 14 Maundy Thursday service 

April 15  Good Friday service 

April 17 Easter Sunday 

Apr. 29-May 1 All Ages Beach Retreat at 

Fort Caswell 

May 15 Youth Sunday 

May 15 Spring Church Meeting 

May 22 Outdoor Concert with Blue 

Notes Jazz Band 

 

 



 



 

 



 


