
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 20, 2022 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

FEBRUARY 20, 2022 

THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light  

Prelude: “Prelude in E Minor” ............................................................................... Mark Fax 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister:   The heavens are telling the glory of God 

People:    May our worship reflect God’s glory. 

Minister:   The firmament proclaims God’s handiwork. 

People:    May we see each other as the handiwork of God. 

Minister:   Let our prayer and praise, our singing and proclamation  

project the love of God. 

People:    With Christians across geography and across time, Let us worship!  
         based on Psalm 19 

*Hymn 95: “Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun” .......................................... DUKE STREET 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:   To open our hearts to God is to risk vulnerability, judgement, and 

condemnation. But throughout the scriptures, we learn that God is merciful and 

just, slow to anger, and eager to forgive. Let us then risk our confession, first 

in silent prayer. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

 

 

 
_____________________________________________ 
*Please stand in body or in spirit.   



Corporate Confession: Holy and gracious God, at times we feel so frail and fragile, 

getting blown about by the latest crisis, by bad news, by our own short tempers and 

failings. You call us to hold fast to what is good, but so often we flounder, unable to 

find that solid thing that will center us again. Help us, we pray. Help us to see you as 

our center and to cling to the good that you create in the world. Help us to set aside all 

our jealousies and prejudices, all our betrayals and lies, all that adds to the world’s hurt. 

Help us to grow even more into Christ’s likeness, that we will bear his love and truth to 

the world. We pray in his name, Amen.  

Assurance of Pardon 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer – Dorisanne Cooper 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

New Testament: I Corinthians 12:12-31  

 Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

 People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “The Body of Christ” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:   We are the body of Christ. May we have the heart of Christ, tender for mercy. 

People:  May we have the eyes of Christ to see a world in need. May we have the feet 

of Christ to bring good news. 

Receiving Gifts 

We invite you to consider how you might share your time, talents, and resources  

to support programs and activities that sustain and challenge our congregation,  

promote justice, and expand our care for others in Durham and beyond.  

You are invited to give online at www.wattsstreet.org. 

Organ Offertory: “Lord, I Want To Be A Christian” ...................................... Dennis Janzer 

*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia, Alleluia.  Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!   

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 609: “Take My Life” ................................................................................... HENDON 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Toccata” ............................................................................................... Mark Fax 

 

Liturgists: Esther Soud Parker, Kelly Sasser 
 

Cover art: City Church Baltimore blog 

Litanies: UCC resources: Beth Merrill Neel holdfasttowhatisgood.com; Literature and Liturgy blog 

Music Credits: Prelude: “Prelude in E Minor,” Mark Fax, © 2006 MorningStar Music Publishers, All 

Rights Reserved.  Organ Offertory: “Meditation on ‘Lord, I Want to Be A Christian,’ ” Dennis Janzer, © 

2006 Wayne Leopold Editions, Inc., All Rights Reserved.  Postlude: “Toccata,” Mark Fax, © 1996 E.C. 

Schirmer Music Company, All Rights Reserved. Hymn 95, setting by Gerhard Krapf, © 1979 Augsburg 

Publishing House.  All Rights Reserved. 

Hymn Credits: © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-700000. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office 

Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth 

and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries 
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FEBRUARY 20, 2022 

TODAY

Welcome to all who worship with us!   

The Livestream Service begins at 11 a.m. 

and can be found on the Watts Street 

Baptist Church Facebook page. You do not 

need a Facebook account to watch the 

video. (You can click “not now” when 

Facebook prompts you to create an 

account.) You can watch the service in 

“real time” or watch the video of the 

service at a later time.  

After the livestream finishes, the archived 

video will drop down to the right column 

below the main viewing screen and be 

available for viewing at any time. 

The rose on the piano is in celebration of 

the birth of Kelly Kuangxi Qi, daughter 

of Xiaoxing and Robert Qi. 

Worship and Sunday School Plan for 

March: We are making plans to return to 

in-person worship in March, beginning with 

our Ash Wednesday service on March 2. 

On Sunday, March 6 (the first Sunday in 

Lent), we’ll welcome worshippers back into 

the sanctuary, continuing to practice the 

protocols we had in place for Advent 

worship. We look forward to seeing many 

of your faces then.  Sunday services will 

continue to be livestreamed each week.   

   

Adult and Youth Sunday School classes are 

invited to regather at church at 9:45 a.m. 

beginning March 6. Hybrid options are 

available for those who may not be ready to 

gather in person. For now, we’ll remain 

masked and stay 3 feet apart in classrooms, 

unless you are with your family members 

or those you choose to be in your pod. 

Children’s Sunday School classes will 

regather March 6 at 11:00 a.m. on the 

playground. Children are invited to gather 

in the sanctuary for worship at 11:00 and 

leave after the first hymn with leaders. If 

you are not ready for your child to be inside 

the sanctuary, you are invited to meet on 

the playground at 11 am, weather 

permitting. Check in with the adult greeter 

at the gate to sign in your child for Sunday 

School.  

Children’s Sunday School in February 

continues each week via Zoom. The 

preschoolers’ class meets at 9:30 a.m. and 

the 1st – 5th graders meet at 10:00 a.m. 

Check your email for a Zoom link. Contact 

Esther Soud Parker for more information.  

Youth Group: Sunday, 4:00-5:30 pm in 

the Urban Ave. parking lot. Bring your 

mask and we’ll gather outside for games, a 

brief devotion, prayer, announcements, and 

supper al fresco!   

https://www.facebook.com/Watts-Street-Baptist-Church-233843483312227
https://www.facebook.com/Watts-Street-Baptist-Church-233843483312227


Music News: The Chancel choir is 

rehearsing on Wednesday nights at 7:15pm. 

If you have thought about joining the choir, 

now is a good time! We meet in the 

sanctuary using masks and social distance. 

The choir will begin singing in worship on 

March 6. Contact Melody Zentner if you 

are interested in singing with the Chancel 

choir. We would love to have you. 

COVID Protocol for Visiting the 

Church:  The church Advisory Group 

requests if you or someone in your 

household has COVID or if you have any 

COVID symptoms, please do not come into 

the church during the day or after office 

hours. The church staff is happy to talk to 

you via phone, email, or zoom. Thank you 

for honoring this guideline as we all 

navigate COVID by trying our best to keep 

our congregation, staff, Beth El preschool, 

and neighbors safe.   

N95 Masks available for the congregation 

in the church office. Contact Sherrill 

Figuera at sherrill@wattsstreet.org for more 

information. 

The February (Virtual) Missions Basket 
recipient is the Diaper Bank of North 

Carolina. There is an immediate need for 

preemie, newborn and size 1 diapers, 

2T/3T, 4T-5T pull-ups and adult 

incontinence pull-ups in size L and 2XL. 
Donations can be left at the front desk of 

the church office or visit their Amazon 

Wishlist to shop online and ship directly to 

the Diaper Bank.  Update: The Winston-

Salem branch of the Diaper Bank was 

within feet of the Weaver Fertilizer plant 

fire. It is likely that much of their inventory 

will not be salvageable. Diaper donations 

and financial support are much appreciated 

at this time. 

Creation Care Tip: Shipping boxes 

recycle easily because cardboard is clean, 

easy to reprocess, and every ton that is 

reclaimed saves 17 trees. Break the boxes 

down flat so that they use less room in the 

recycling trucks. The trucks will make 

fewer trips and use less energy. That's a 

win-win for the environment. 

Gifts and Call Survey: One of the 

important ways we organize our ministries 

at Watts Street is through our committees. 

It’s how we share the work of ministry. Our 

Gifts and Call committee is beginning their 

work and they invite you to fill out this 

form online. This is your opportunity to 

nominate people for Church Council and 

Deacons, as well as share where you might 

be willing to serve on a committee or 

ministry area beginning this Fall. Take 

some time to imagine where your heart and 

gifts fit within the work of the church and 

let us know. We appreciate your help as we 

begin our work this month.  

WSBC Financial Ministry Plan Report 

Weekly Revenue: $23,649.92 

Year to Date Income: $144,098.84 

2022 Ministry Plan Budget Goal: 

$888,174.00 

WSBC Text Giving through your phone 

is a way you can give to the Budget and 

Minute for Mission.  For instructions, visit 

https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving.  

 

 

THIS WEEK

mailto:sherrill@wattsstreet.org
https://a.co/4pwXDEU
https://a.co/4pwXDEU
https://ncdiaperbank.networkforgood.com/.../58385-donate..
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdJSDgfLmDLWHvMxaZHi4O-preopO7zMxbDUqfamnkMgGsTBQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving


Enneagram and Mindfulness Small 

Group continues Sunday afternoons on 

Zoom from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. through 

February 27.  Whit Trumbull leads this 

group study.  Contact her at 

whit.trumbull@gmail.com for more 

information.   

The 1619 Project Study Group: You are 

invited to join us in a discussion of The 1619 

Project: A New Origin Story by Nikole 

Hannah-Jones. This book is an anthology of 

essays and poetry examining the history and 

impacts of slavery in America. We meet 

online through Zoom on Wednesday 

evenings from 6:15-7:15 pm, February 23, 

March 9, 23. If you have questions, contact 

Robin Franklin (robin.franklin@gmail.com). 

To sign up, contact Esther Soud Parker at 

esther@wattsstreet.org. 

The ABC Rochester Genesee Region’s 

Creation Care Collaborative is hosting a 

free webinar on Thursday, February 24th, at 

7:00 p.m. Eastern, "Climate Change, 

Creation Care, and Environmental Justice," 

with guest speakers from Green the Church, 

an organization standing at the intersection 

of the Black Church and Environmentalism. 

Information, speaker bios, and online 

registration is at this link.  

Youth Winter Retreat: February 25-27, at 

Blowing Rock Conference Center with 

Saturday night skiing at Appalachian Ski 

Mountain.  The group meets at the church 

on Friday at 5:00 p.m. and returns on 

Sunday by 4:00 p.m.  Info flier and activity 

forms available on the church website.  

Before the trip, please review our pandemic 

protocol sent by email on Friday. 

The Winter Church Meeting is next 

Sunday, February 27, 1:00 p.m., via Zoom. 

We’ll receive committee reports, hear 

updates from our Treasurers, and vote on 

some proposed bylaw changes.  Please see 

the congregational email on February 10 for 

recommendations from the Staff Study 

Committee and proposed bylaw changes. 

 

 

 
 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
Sunday, February 20 

 9:00 a.m. Life Together Class, Zoom 

 9:30 a.m. Faith Perspectives, Zoom 

 9:30 a.m.  Preschool Sunday School, 

Zoom 

 10:00 a.m.  Elementary Sunday School, 

Zoom 

 10:00 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Zoom 

 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper 

preaching 

 2:00 p.m. Gifts & Call, Zoom 

 4:00 p.m. Enneagram & Mindfulness 

Small Group, Zoom 

 4:00 p.m. Youth Group, Urban Avenue 

parking lot 

Monday, February 21 

 7:00 p.m. Boys Scouts, Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, February 22 

 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting, Zoom 

 6:15 p.m. Church Council., Zoom 

Wednesday, February 23 

 9:30 a.m. Staff Minister’s Mtg., Zoom 

 6:15 p.m. The 1619 Project Discussion 

Group, Zoom 

 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 

Sanctuary 

Thursday, February 24 

 7:30 p.m. Men’s Breakfast, Elmo’s 

 7:00 p.m. Adult Seminar Class, Zoom 

Friday, February 25 

mailto:whit.trumbull@gmail.com
mailto:robin.franklin@gmail.com
mailto:esther@wattsstreet.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/climate-change-creation-care-and-environmental-justice-webinar-tickets-231777902947


 5:00 p.m. Youth leave for Winter 

Retreat 

Sunday, February 27 

 9:00 a.m. Life Together Class, Zoom 

 9:30 a.m. Faith Perspectives, Zoom 

 9:30 a.m.  Preschool Sunday School, 

Zoom 

 10:00 a.m.  Elementary Sunday School, 

Zoom 

 10:00 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Zoom 

 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper 

preaching 

 1:00 p.m. Winter Church Meeting, 

Zoom 

 4:00 p.m. Enneagram & Mindfulness 

Small Group, Zoom 

 4:00 p.m. Youth return from Winter 

Retreat
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD

Youth and Senior Adult Sweetheart 

Banquet: Sunday, March 20, 4:00 pm in the 

Urban Ave. parking lot.  It’s the official first 

day of spring and we’re taking the party 

outside this year!  Stay tuned for more 

details on this special day of 

intergenerational fellowship! 

Beth El Preschool is accepting applications 

for the 2022-2023 school year. Information 

is available on the Beth El website.    

Teacher Openings - Beth El Preschool 

currently has an immediate opening for a 

teacher in the Toddler Time class: ages 2 

and 3. Hours are 8:30-12:30 M-F and a 

floating position opening on February 28th 

Hours 9:15 to 12:15 M-F. 

bethelonwatts@gmail.com  

Garden Club: An ongoing small group, 

The Watts Street Garden Club, socially 

distanced, has met twice a month to do some 

routine maintenance on the grounds. More 

help is needed. Experience or expertise is 

not required, just a willingness to help 

maintain a treasured piece of God’s creation. 

If you are interested in being part of the 

contact list for this group, please email 

Emily McCoy mccoy6320@gmail.com.  

El Salvador Connection Opportunity: 
Iglesia Bautista Emmanuel, our sister church 

in El Salvador, has asked us for a team of 

volunteers to teach English via Zoom for a 

class of students in their high school. If you 

would be interested in learning more about 

this opportunity, please contact Paula 

Januzzi-Godfrey at januzzip@gmail.com by 

March 1. 

Doing Our Work Through the Lens of 

Racial Justice:  The WSBC 

Denominational Relations group aims to 

inspire continued congregational reflection 

on where we are “in understanding systemic 

racism and its presence within ecclesial and 

society structures.” Therefore, the 

Denominational Relations Committee would 

like to celebrate Black History Month by 

sponsoring a Read a Book, Donate a Book 

Campaign during the month of February. 

We’re asking WSBC readers and want-to-be 

readers to choose works from outstanding 

African American authors of any genre: 

novels, poetry, history, autobiography, 

memoir, theology. 

Thoughtfully considering the spiritual 

formation of our children, we request 

donations to our church library children’s 

section.  We suggest choosing from award 

winning lists such as the Coretta Scott King 

Book Awards, or the curated Read in Color 

diverse recommended reading lists. 

https://www.bethelpreschooldurham.org/applications
mailto:bethelonwatts@gmail.com
mailto:mccoy6320@gmail.com
mailto:januzzip@gmail.com
https://littlefreelibrary.org/read-in-color-recommended-reading/


In support of our Little Free Library and 

reaching out to our neighborhood, please 

consider placing an adult or children’s book 

in our Little Free Library.  Remember you 

can take a book or share a book.  Read in 

Color believes that “we should incorporate 

experiences from all identities for all 

readers” because “by reading diverse books 

we can increase understanding, empathy and 

inclusion.” 

To donate, drop books off in the church 

library in the boxes labeled “Children’s 

Library” and “Anti-Racism Little Free 

Library”. 

Celebrating African American Black 

History Month with a “Read a Book, 

Donate a Book Campaign.”  

This week’s featured book in WSBC 

Children’s Library: Boston Weatherford, 

Carole. The Beatitudes: From Slavery to 

Civil Rights. Illustrated by Tim Ladwig, 

Eerdmans Books for Young Readers, 2010. 

“Kids say the darndest things!” Art Linkletter 

used to quip. We might add, “They also ask the 

most profound questions.” Once, when I was 

reading one of the Genesis origin stories to my 

little niece, her beautiful, innocent face looked 

up at me and she asked, “Tía Becky, where is 

God?” I heard the sincere, earnest question of a 

four-year-old that I loved, and I inwardly prayed 

that wherever God was, God would help me 

answer in the same sincere, earnest way. 

Humans seem to be created such that, again and 

again, they wonder, “Where is God?” Our 

understanding of answers evolves in our 

different stages of development from early 

childhood to old age. The publisher of The 

Beatitudes: From Slavery to Civil Rights 

recommends this book for young readers from 6 

to 9.  

Be warned of some negative reviews. One reader 

who goes on to make some very insightful points 

begins by complaining, “Well, this was 

definitely NOT a good choice for an atheist like 

me. The book is narrated by God!” 

Submitted by Rebeca Olmedo 

  



  



 



 



 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

Feb. 25-27  Youth Winter Retreat 

Feb. 27  Winter Church Meeting 

March 2  Wednesday Movie Matinee – My Name is Pauli Murray 

March 2  Ash Wednesday 

March 5  Children’s Retreat at New Hope Camp 

March 20   Youth and Senior Adult Sweetheart Banquet 

April 10  Palm Sunday 

April 10  Durham CROP Walk 

April 17  Easter Sunday 

Apr. 29-May 1 All Ages Beach Retreat at Fort Caswell 

 

CBFNC Annual Gathering, “The God Who Sees,” March 7-8, Trinity Baptist Church, 

Raleigh. For more information see www.cbfnc.org  

Alliance of Baptists 2022 Virtual Gathering, April 22-24 with the theme “Taking on the 

Cross [re] Learning the Love of God.” For more information see www.allianceofbaptists.org 

http://www.cbfnc.org/
http://www.allianceofbaptists.org/

