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THE WORSHIP OF GOD
JANUARY 16, 2022
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
GATHERING
Chimes
Welcome
Minister: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light
Prelude: “O God, Thou Faithful God” ...................................................... Johannes Brahms

*PRAISING GOD
Minister: Siblings in Christ rejoice. We live sustained by God’s presence and love. As
we mourn the wounds of God’s children, God weeps with us.
People: As we give thanks for those who have lived in faith, God gives thanks with us.
Minister: As we struggle for justice, God struggles with us.
People: As we strive for peace, God strives with us.
Minister: As we work to build the beloved community, God works with us.
People: Sustained by God’s presence and love we worship God.
Hymn 25: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” ........................................ LOBE DEN HERREN

PRAYING TOGETHER
Minister: The mystery of God’s voice is that its power is not found in volume. Let us
take time to quiet our minds and listen for God whispering our name. Let us take
time to center our hearts and hear the still, small voice that says, “You are my
Beloved, my favor rests on you.”
Prayers of Confession in Silence

_____________________________________________

*Please stand in body or in spirit.

Corporate Confession: Creator of the universe, we stand amazed at your power and glory.
We are eager to worship you and offer our praise, but we are often reluctant to answer
when we hear you calling our name. We sing our songs of tribute in the sanctuary,
but shy away from the river, lest we be baptized with the fire of the Holy Spirit.
Forgive us when we forget your promise to be with us always, O God. Renew us
with the power of your ever-present love, and strengthen us to proclaim your justice
throughout the world. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon
People: Thanks be to God.
Pastoral Prayer – Kelly Sasser

TENDING TO THE WORD
Old Testament: Isaiah 43:1-7
Minister: The Word of God for the People of God.
People: Thanks be to God.
Gospel: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ.
People: May the Spirit grant us understanding.
Sermon: “Marked by Truth” – Dorisanne Cooper
Silence

OFFERING OUR GIFTS
Minister: In baptism, we are claimed and loved by God.
People: May we open our hearts in generosity as a beloved community and bear
witness to the transforming love of God in Christ.
Receiving Gifts
We invite you to consider how you might share your time, talents, and resources
to support programs and activities that sustain and challenge our congregation,
promote justice, and expand our care for others in Durham and beyond.
You are invited to give online at www.wattsstreet.org.

Organ Offertory: “Soul, Adorn Thyself with Gladness” ..............Johann Gottfried Walther

*Doxology ........................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
*Prayer of Dedication

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH
*Invitation
*Hymn 618: “How Firm a Foundation” ............................................................ FOUNDATION
Benediction
Carrying the Light into the World
Postlude: “Soul, Adorn Thyself with Gladness”................................................. Carl Stunze
Liturgist: Kelly Sasser
Cover Art: Baptism of Jesus, He Qi
Call to Worship: taken from PCUSA resources for MLK Sunday, alt
Music Credits: Prelude, Offertory, and Postlude: Public Domain
Hymn 25: Setting by Charles Ore, © 1978, Augsburg Publishing House
Hymn 618: Setting by Eugene W. Hancock (The Hymnal 1982), © The Church Pension Fund
Hymn Credits: © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE
LICENSE, License #A-700000. All rights reserved.
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church
to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,
sexual orientation, or any other distinction.
We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.”
We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation.
We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere.
THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office
Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth
and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries
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JANUARY 16, 2022
TODAY
Welcome to all who worship with us!
With the wintry weather forecast for
Sunday, Dorisanne will offer an
abbreviated livestream service from her
home at 10 am. We hope you’ll join us
online for a pastoral greeting,
announcements, scripture, and a short
meditation as you enjoy watching the snow
outside.
Before worship, we invite you to gather
these items near your computer: the
worship bulletin (emailed to the
congregation on Fridays and available at
wattsstreet.org), a Bible, and a candle to
light with us at the beginning of the service.
Wherever you are or whatever time you are
watching the service, we gladly say, Thank
God you are here!
The Livestream Service begins at 10 a.m.
and can be found on the Watts Street
Baptist Church Facebook page. You do not
need a Facebook account to watch the
video. (You can click “not now” when
Facebook prompts you to create an
account.) You can watch the service in
“real time” or watch the video of the
service at a later time.
After the livestream finishes, the archived
video will drop down to the right column

below the main viewing screen and be
available for viewing at any time.
Children’s Sunday School continues each
week via Zoom. The preschoolers’ class
meets at 9:30 a.m. and the 1st – 5th graders
meet at 10:00 a.m. Check your email for a
Zoom invite link. Contact Esther Soud
Parker for more information.
Youth Group: With the wintry weather
coming on Sunday, let’s pivot
SNOWDANCE around it and meet a day
early! Saturday, January 15, 4:00-5:00 pm
in the Urban Ave. parking lot. We’ll be
outside the whole time so you should
definitely bundle up…and wear your mask!
Sign-ups for Youth Winter Retreat:
Sunday, January 16 is the deadline for
signing up for the Youth Winter Retreat,
February 25-27. Check your “Watts
Happening!” email for details or contact
kelly@wattsstreet.org.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Sunday:
Traditionally we worship on this Sunday
with St. John’s Baptist Church, but due to
Covid concerns, we are not gathering this
year. We have also put on hold planning for
an in-person service project we hope to
accomplish together in lieu of our worship
gathering this year. Stay tuned for ways we
will continue to deepen this valued
relationship.

COVID Protocol for Visiting the
Church: The church Advisory Group
requests if you, or someone in your
household, has COVID or if you have any
COVID symptoms, please do not come into
the church during the day or after office
hours. The church staff is happy to talk to
you via phone, email, or zoom. Thank you
for honoring this guideline as we all
navigate COVID by trying our best to keep
our congregation, staff, Beth El preschool,
and neighbors safe.

The January/February (Virtual)
Missions Basket recipient is the Diaper
Bank of North Carolina. There is an
immediate need for preemie, newborn and
size 1 diapers, 2T/3T, 4T-5T pull-ups and
adult incontinence pull-ups in size L and
2XL. Please be on the look-out for these
items when you go grocery shopping.
Donations can be left at the front desk of
the church office or visit their Amazon
Wishlist to shop online and ship directly to
the Diaper Bank.

The January Minute for Mission: This
week, Legal Aid and the City of Durham
announced the launch of the Durham Rent
Relief Program, which provides rental and
utility assistance to city residents who have
been impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.
City residents can go to this website to
apply and learn more about the program,
including eligibility requirements, what
documents they need to apply, how to get
help with the application process, how the
program works for landlords, and
more. Legal Aid of North Carolina is a
statewide, nonprofit law firm that provides
free legal services in civil matters to lowincome people in order to ensure equal
access to justice and to remove legal
barriers to economic opportunity. To learn
more, watch this video or read this press
release. To support this effort, you can
make contributions directly to Legal Aid
using the “Donate” button. Other giving
options: submit a check made out to
WSBC with “Legal Aid NC” noted in the
memo line or consider the text giving
option (see below).

Creation Care Tip: Bottled water is not
healthier or safer than tap water, because it
is not regulated as strictly. Bottled water
costs a lot more than tap water, requires 47
million gallons of oil per year to produce,
and results in 1.5 million tons of plastic
waste each year which ends up in landfills.
Instead, use a stainless-steel thermos, or if
you don't like your tap water's taste,
consider using a water filter.
Gifts and Call Survey: One of the
important ways we organize our ministries
at Watts Street is through our committees.
It’s how we share the work of ministry. Our
Gifts and Call committee is preparing to
begin their work for this Spring and invites
you to fill out this form online. This is your
opportunity to nominate people for Church
Council and Deacons, as well as share
where you might be willing to serve on a
committee or ministry area beginning this
Fall. Take some time to imagine where
your heart and gifts fit within the work of
the church and let us know. The Gifts and
Call Committee will be doing all of their
work in March, April and May so any
information we can get from you will be
greatly appreciated.

Stewardship 2022 – Renew, Reunite, and
Reconnect: Thanks to 146 family units
who promised to give $690,854 in 2022 to
seek justice, love mercy, and walk humbly
with our God starting here on the corner of
Watts St. and Urban Ave. Please fill out a
pledge card, mail it, or fill out one online
even if you want to promise support but
don’t have a pledge amount. Many thanks,
your WSBC Stewardship Committee.

Weekly Revenue: $17,453.00
Year to Date Income: $17,793.00
2022 Ministry Plan Budget Goal:
$888,174.00
WSBC Text Giving through your phone
is a way you can give to the Budget and
Minute for Mission. For instructions, visit
https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving.

WSBC Financial Ministry Plan Report

THIS WEEK
The Church Office will be closed on
Monday, January 17, in observance of the
Martin Luther King, Jr, holiday.
Helpers Needed --- Don’t enjoy cleaning at
home? Join a team of men and women who
clean at church to make the church shine as
we fully reopen and, also, prepare for our

100th anniversary in 2023! Upcoming
workdays are January 18 from 1 – 3 pm
and January 24 from 9:30 – 11:30 am.
Come for all or part of the time. Masks and
being fully vaccinated are required. Contact
Anne Drennan (919-489-2942,
adrennan1015@gmail.com) to learn more.

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR
Sunday, January 16
9:00 a.m. Life Together Class, Zoom
9:30 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class,
Zoom
9:30 a.m. Preschool Sunday School,
Zoom
10:00 a.m. Elementary Sunday School,
Zoom
10:00 a.m. Faith Journeys Class, Zoom
11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper
preaching
Monday, January 17
Church Office Closed
7:00 p.m. Boys Scouts, Fellowship Hall
Tuesday, January 18
11:00 a.m. Sr. Adult Coordinating
Council, Zoom
12:00 p.m. Book Club, Zoom

6:00 pm. Stewardship Committee,
Zoom
7:00 p.m. Deacons, Zoom
Wednesday, January 19
9:30 a.m. Staff Minister’s Mtg., Zoom
Thursday, January 20
1:00 p.m. Denominational Relations
Committee, Zoom
7:00 p.m. Adult Seminar Class, Zoom
Sunday, January 23
9:00 a.m. Life Together Class, Zoom
9:30 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class,
Zoom
9:30 a.m. Preschool Sunday School,
Zoom
10:00 a.m. Elementary Sunday School,
Zoom
10:00 a.m.
Faith Journeys Class, Zoom

11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper
preaching
4:00 p.m. Youth Group, Urban Avenue

parking lot

LOOKING AHEAD
Enneagram and Mindfulness Small
Group, Sunday afternoons on Zoom from
4:00 to 5:30 p.m., January 23 – February 27.
In Romans 7:15, Paul says “I do not
understand my own actions. For I do not do
what I want.” If you’ve ever wondered why
you do what you do or how to change, you
might be interested in joining this small
group. The Enneagram describes nine basic
personality types and provides a powerful
tool for understanding yourself. We will not
only explore these types, but more
importantly, we’ll explore why your
personality is not you. Mindfulness is the
key to bringing awareness of this reality into
practice and becoming more flexible in how
you respond to what you experience day-today. Each week we will learn about the
Enneagram and do a short mindfulness
practice to cultivate awareness. It is a
fascinating topic that we can barely begin to
cover in a few weeks, but one that holds the
promise of true transformation and growth.
We welcome your participation, regardless
of your Enneagram experience. Whit
Trumbull will lead this small group and can
be contacted at whit.trumbull@gmail.com
for more information. Sign up by sending
an email to Esther Soud Parker at
Esther@wattsstreet.org.
Durham CROP Walk Watts Street Baptist
Church was among the leaders in CROP
Walk funds raised in 2021. Our WSBC team
will be recognized during an on-line awards
ceremony at 7 pm on January 25. Join the
Zoom Meeting with this link. Meeting ID:
825 5496 8618 and passcode: 512498.

Out & About: Fran Langstaff and Kathy
Pitman will host, at Fran’s house, Out and
About on February 12, at 6:30 pm. All are
welcome at this gathering of Watts Street's
LGBTQ+ members and their friends. Bring
food and drink to share. Call Gordon
Whitaker (919) 918-3658 for information.
Youth and Senior Adult Sweetheart
Banquet: To give us a little more separation
from the Omicron peak, we’re pushing the
big event from Valentine’s weekend back to
March 20, the official first day of spring!
Depending on how things are going with
Covid, the form of the event may look
different this year (we may take the party
outside!) but go ahead and mark your
calendars for this special day of
intergenerational fellowship!
Beth El Preschool is accepting applications
for the 2022-2023 school year. Information
is available on their Beth El website by
clicking: our website. If you would like your
child to attend Beth El Preschool next year,
the application deadline is February 14.

SAVE THE DATE
Feb. 2, 9, 16 Youth Discipleship Classes
Feb. 13
Youth Super Bowl Pre-Game
Party and Chili Cook-off
Feb. 25-27 Youth Winter Retreat
March 20 Youth and Senior Adult
Sweetheart Banquet
Apr. 10
Durham CROP Walk
Apr. 29-May 1 All Ages Beach Retreat at
Fort Caswell

