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JANUARY 9, 2022 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

JANUARY 9, 2022 

EPIPHANY SUNDAY 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Prelude: “How Brightly Shines the Morning Star” .............................................. Max Reger 

*PRAISING GOD 

Minister:   Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of God has risen upon you. 

People:    Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. 

Minister:   When Jesus was born in Bethlehem, Magi came from the East, saying:  

 Where is he who is born king of the Jews? 

People:    For we have seen his star in the East, and have come to worship him. 

Minister:   Let us celebrate the Light of the world. 

People:    And proclaim the praise of the Lord.           (Isaiah 60:1-6, Matthew 2:1-12) 

Hymn 172: “We Three Kings” ................................................................. KINGS OF ORIENT 

Congregation sings stanzas 1 and 5, and all refrains. 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:   In the cold, dim winter, God’s light is hard to see.  We long to hear God’s 

message to unburden our hearts.  God calls us to repentance and offers us the 

light of Christ.  We offer our prayers of confession, first in silence. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

 

 

 

 

 
_____________________________________________ 
*Please stand in body or in spirit.   



 

Corporate Confession: Gracious God, we would like to be among those who dropped all 

they were doing and traveled to worship the coming of your love into this world.  We 

would like to be among those who nurtured and comforted the Christ child, that he 

might know love and safety.  And yet, merciful God, we must recognize all the times 

we are more like Herod.  Whenever we, in our actions or in our inactions, find our 

own need for control more compelling than the needs of others.  Whenever we cling 

to the security of our privilege, rather than standing up for the rights of the oppressed.  

Whenever we are complicit in the harming of innocents for the sake of profit, or 

power, or because we fear to know, and to change, the injustices of this world.  

Loving God, we confess our sins against you and one another, and pray that you will 

fill us with your light, that we may live as true disciples in your name, offering the 

very best of ourselves to you and to your people.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

A Prayer for Epiphany – Dorisanne Cooper 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12  

 Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

 People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “Home by Another Way” – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:   “On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they 

knelt down and paid him homage.  Then, opening their treasure chests, they 

offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.”  (Matthew 2:11)   

People:  May the gifts we offer and the love we proclaim to others in our words and 

actions be expressions of our sincere worship – this day and throughout the 

coming year. 

Receiving Gifts 

Organ Offertory: “How Brightly Shines the Morning Star” .................. Dietrich Buxtehude 

 



*Epiphany Response (Hymn 162, Stanza 3) ................................................. GREENSLEEVES 
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, come, rich and poor, to own him, 

The King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone him.   

This, this is Christ the king, whom shepherds guard and angels sing:  

Haste, haste to bring him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 174: “Brightest and Best” ................................................................. MORNING SONG 

Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, 

Dawn on our pathway and lend us your aid; 

Star of the east, the horizon adorning, 

Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 

Cold on his cradle the dewdrops are shining, 

Low lies his head with the beasts of the stall; 

Angels adore him, in slumber reclining, 

Maker, and Monarch, and Savior of all. 

Vainly we offer each ample oblation; 

Vainly with gifts Jesus’ favor secure; 

Richer by far is the heart’s adoration, 

Dearer to God are the gifts of the poor. 

Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, 

Dawn on our pathway, and lend us your aid; 

Star of the east, the horizon adorning, 

Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid! 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “How Brightly Shines the Morning Star” .......................... Johann Ludwig Krebs 

 

Liturgists: Esther Soud Parker, Kelly Sasser   
 

Music Credits: Prelude: Public Domain / Offertory: Public Domain / Postlude: Public Domain 

Hymn Credits: © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-700000. All rights reserved. 



 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office 

Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth 

and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries 
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JANUARY 9, 2022 

TODAY

Welcome to all who worship with us 

today!   

Worship Update: With the fast-moving 

Omicron variant, we made a move for 

safety and community care. Worship 

services on Sundays in January will be 

virtual. The service will be livestreamed 

from the sanctuary with only worship 

leaders and Audio/Visual people present.  

Before worship, we invite you to gather 

these items near your computer: the 

worship bulletin (emailed to the 

congregation on Fridays and available at 

wattsstreet.org), a Bible, and a candle to 

light with us at the beginning of the 

service. 

Wherever you are or whatever time you 

are watching the service, we gladly say, 

Thank God you are here!   

The Livestream Service begins at 11 

a.m. and can be found on the Watts Street 

Baptist Church Facebook page. You do 

not need a Facebook account to watch the 

video. (You can click “not now” when 

Facebook prompts you to create an 

account.) You can watch the service in 

“real time” or watch the video of the 

service at a later time.  

After the livestream finishes, the archived 

video will drop down to the right column 

below the main viewing screen and be 

available for viewing at any time. 

Children’s Parents Meeting: Today, 

January 9, at 1:00 pm on Zoom.  We’ll 

share information about Children’s 

Ministry - including Sunday School, 

retreats, special events, and more.    

Youth and Parents Winter Meeting: 

Today from 5:00-6:15 pm on Zoom.  Join 

us as we kick off the new semester with 

interactive games and information about 

upcoming youth events as well as the 

latest pandemic protocol.   

Creation Care Tip: Give a gift to future 

generations by planting trees. Tree 

planting is a powerful action to slow 

climate change. The organizations listed 

below plant trees on protected lands that 

will not be lumbered or cleared in the 

future. The gift of a tree in someone's 

honor makes a great Christmas gift. 

Check the organizations’ websites for a 

description of their programs: The Nature 

Conservancy; Eden Reforestation 

Projects; One Tree Planted; The 

Greenbelt Movement. 

 

http://wattsstreet.org/?fbclid=IwAR1b51ZLGTruu5bBHKG5KlZeGbOa9Ot9nS2bXLZTjzj8LtboQ99p_nHzDvI
https://www.facebook.com/Watts-Street-Baptist-Church-233843483312227
https://www.facebook.com/Watts-Street-Baptist-Church-233843483312227


WSBC Financial Ministry Plan Report 

12-31-2021 Weekly Revenue: $13,443.95 

2021 Year to Date Income: $788,196.37 

2021 Ministry Plan Budget Goal: 

$905,521 

WSBC Text Giving through your 

phone is a way you can give to the 

Budget and Minute for Mission.  For 

instructions, visit 

https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving.  

 
 

LOOKING AHEAD

Flexible Volunteer Opportunity --- Don’t 

enjoy cleaning at home? Join a team of men 

and women who clean at church to make the 

church shine as we fully reopen and, also, 

prepare for our 100th anniversary in 2023! 

Workdays vary but are typically ~ 2 hours; 

Saturdays can be arranged if requested. 

Come as often and stay as long as you can. 

Detailing corners and crevices, damp-

dusting, sorting, and organizing need our 

attention; other jobs are identified as we 

work our way around our beloved, but old, 

building. Masks and social distancing are 

observed. Contact Anne Drennan (919-489-

2942, adrennan1015@gmail.com) to learn 

more. 

Durham CROP Walk Watts Street Baptist 

Church was among the leaders in CROP 

Walk funds raised in 2021. Our WSBC team 

will be recognized during an on-line awards 

ceremony at 7 pm on January 25. Join the 

Zoom Meeting with this link. Meeting ID: 

825 5496 8618 and passcode: 512498. 

Out & About: Fran Langstaff and Kathy 

Pitman will host, at Fran’s house, Out and 

About on February 12, at 6:30 pm. All are 

welcome at this gathering of Watts Street's 

LGBTQ+ members and their friends. Bring 

food and drink to share. Call Gordon 

Whitaker (919) 918-3658 for information.

 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
Sunday, January 9-Epiphany Sunday 

 9:00 a.m. Life Together Class, Zoom 

 9:30 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class, 

Zoom 

 9:30 a.m.  Preschool Sunday School, 

Zoom 

 10:00 a.m.  Elementary Sunday School, 

Zoom 

 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper 

preaching 

 12:15 p.m. Worship & Music Committee 

Meeting & breaking down 

sanctuary decorations.  

   12:30 p.m. Faith Journeys Class 

 1:00 p.m.  Children’s Parent’s Meeting, 

Zoom 

 1:00 p.m. Creation Care Ministry 

Meeting, Zoom 

 5:00 p.m. Youth & Parents Winter 

Meeting, Zoom 

Monday, January 10 

 7:00 p.m. Youth Education Ministry 

Committee, Zoom 

 7:00 p.m. Boys Scouts, Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, January 11 

 1:00 p.m. Staff Mtg., Zoom 

 6:30 p.m. Adult Education Ministry 

Committee, Zoom 

https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving
mailto:adrennan1015@gmail.com
https://dcia.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=82281682b376bc0db3c74c11d&id=f4d48159f1&e=20a6fee422


 6:30 p.m. Missions Committee, Zoom 

 7:00 p.m. Building & Grounds 

Committee, Zoom 

Wednesday, January 12 

 9:30 a.m. Staff Minister’s Mtg., Zoom 

 6:30 p.m. Personnel Committee, Zoom 

Thursday, January 13 

 7:30 a.m. Men’s Breakfast, Elmo’s 

 7:00 p.m. Adult Seminar Class, Zoom 

Sunday, January 16-Epiphany Sunday 

 9:00 a.m. Life Together Class, Zoom 

 9:30 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class, 

Zoom 

 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper 

preaching 

 12:30 p.m. Faith Journeys Class 

 4:30 p.m. Youth Group, Urban Avenue 

parking lot 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
Feb. 25-27 Youth Winter Retreat 

Apr. 29-May 1 All Ages Beach Retreat at 

Fort Caswell 

 
 
 



 



 

 


