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WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH
DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA

THE WORSHIP OF GOD
DECEMBER 26, 2021
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE
Chimes
Welcome – Dorisanne Cooper
Minister: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Prelude: “Lullaby” ......................................................................................Eleanor Whitsett

*PRAISING GOD
Hymn 164: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” .......................................... IN DULCI JUBILO
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:

Rejoice! Christ our Savior is born.
God’s Light is poured into the world.
O come, let us celebrate this wonderful gift.
Let us praise God with shouts of joy and singing!

Hymn 155: “Angels We Have Heard on High” ........................................................ GLORIA

PRAYING TOGETHER
Minister: Research shows that on average, humans make about 35,000 choices in a day.
In the prayer of confession, we acknowledge the moments when our choices do not
reflect God’s love and we ask for grace. So let us pray together, trusting that God is
with us in each of those 35,000 moments, cheering us on, and guiding us home. Let
us pray, first in silence.
Prayers of Confession in Silence

____________________________________________________
* Please stand in body or in spirit. No flash photography. Please silence all electronic devices.

Corporate Confession: We could offer welcome, but we often choose judgment.
We could choose action, but we often choose silence. We could choose advocacy,
but we often choose comfort. We could choose truth, but we often choose ignorance.
We could choose God, but we often choose ourselves. Forgive us, gracious God, for
the moments when we choose poorly. Open our hearts to choose you, to choose
community, to choose love. Gratefully we pray, Amen.
Assurance of Pardon
People: Thanks be to God.
Prayer for Christmastide – Esther Soud Parker
Solo: “Behold that Star”............................................. Traditonal Spiritual, arr. Mark Hayes

HEARING THE GOOD NEWS
Gospel: Luke 2:15-20
Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ.
People: May the Spirit grant us understanding.
Reading: “The Worst Best Christmas Pageant Ever” by Barbara Robinson
Dorisanne Cooper
Silence
Hymn 165: “Once in Royal David’s City” ....................................................................IRBY

OFFERING OUR GIFTS
Minister: There are many things we choose in our lives, including how we choose to
give our time, our energy, and our money.
People: Let us choose generosity, trusting that God can take whatever we give and use
it for good.
Receiving Gifts
We invite you to consider how you might share your time, talents, and resources
to support programs and activities that sustain and challenge our congregation,
promote justice, and expand our care for others in Durham and beyond.
You are invited to give online at www.wattsstreet.org.

Solo: “Do You Hear What I Hear?” ........ Noel Regney, Gloria Shayne; arr. Harry Simone

*Christmas Response (Hymn 119, Refrain) ............................................... VENI EMMANUEL
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!
*Prayer of Dedication

RESPONDING IN FAITH
*Invitation
*Hymn 167: “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” .......................... GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN
Benediction
Postlude: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” ................................................... Wilbur Held

Liturgist: Esther Soud Parker
Litany written by Rev. Sarah Speed, sanctifiedart.org.
Music Credits: Prelude: “Lullaby,” Eleanor Whitsett, © 2004 MorningStar Music Publishers / Hymn 164:
Setting by Paul Westermeyer, © 1986 Hinshaw Music, Inc. / Hymn 155: Setting by Emma Lou Diemer, ©
1978 Augsburg Publishing House / Solo: "Behold That Star!": (C) MCMXCVIII, Alfred Publishing Co.,
Inc. / Hymn 165: Setting by J. Bert Carlson, © 2007 Augsburg Fortress / Solo: “Do You Hear What I
Hear?”, © MCMLXII, Shawnee Press, Inc. / Hymn 167: Setting by Gerre Hancock, © 1991, Hinshaw
Music Inc. / Postlude: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice,” Wilbur Held, © 1970, Concordia Publishing
House
Hymn Credits: © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE
LICENSE, License #A-700000. All rights reserved. “Candles Glowing, Promise Showing” written by Rev.
Elana Keppel Levy, 2021. Reprinted with permission.
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church
to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,
sexual orientation, or any other distinction.
We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.”
We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation.
We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere.
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DECEMBER 26, 2021
TODAY
Welcome to all who worship with us today!
Whether you are with us in the sanctuary or
watching on your computer from home, we
gladly say, Thank God you are here!
Worship Update: With the fast-moving
Omicron variant, we are making a move for
safety first! Worship services on Sundays,
December 26 and January 2 will be virtual.
The service will be livestreamed from the
sanctuary with only worship leaders and
A/V people present. We will share updates
soon about plans for the rest of January.
The Livestream Service begins at 11 a.m.
and can be found on the Watts Street
Baptist Church Facebook page. You do not
need a Facebook account to watch the
video. (You can click “not now” when
Facebook prompts you to create an
account.) You can watch the service in
“real time” or watch the video of the
service at a later time.
Church Office Holiday Schedule
The church office will be closed December
27 – January 3. The ministers will be
available by cell phone for any
emergencies that arise. You are still
welcome to drop by end of year donations
in the Finance box in the workroom. The
office will reopen January 4.
December 26 and January 2: There will
be no Sunday School classes these two

Sundays. Join us online for Christmastide
worship at 11 am both days.
Youth Group no activities tonight. Enjoy
the holidays and we’ll see you at the Youth
and Parents Winter Meeting on January 9.
Creation Care Tip: Give a gift to future
generations by planting trees. Tree
planting is a powerful action to slow
climate change. The organizations listed
below plant trees on protected lands that
will not be lumbered or cleared in the
future. The gift of a tree in someone's
honor makes a great Christmas gift. Check
the organizations’ websites for a
description of their programs: The
Nature Conservancy; Eden Reforestation
Projects; One Tree Planted; The Greenbelt
Movement.
December Mission Baskets are being set
aside to assist Urban Ministries and the
Walltown Food Pantry. They are looking
for unexpired, shelf stable holiday farestuffing mix, canned or packaged gravy,
cranberry sauce, canned / boxed broth,
canned green beans, cream of mushroom /
chicken soup, fried onions (crispy), canned
yams, marshmallows, boxed macaroni &
cheese, cooking oil, flour, cake mix, cake
frosting, and miscellaneous holiday fare.

Stewardship 2022 – Renew, Reunite, and
Reconnect: Merry Christmas! We’ve heard
from 132 people/families who have
promised $620,540 toward our aspirational
budget goal of ~$784,000 for 2022. Since
connection through our faith is important to
each of us, we are hopeful we can renew,
reunite, and learn how you are doing. There
are just a few days to go before passing
along to church leaders the amount that will
determine what income can be expected in
the New Year. If you haven’t indicated
what you can promise, please fill out a
pledge card this week, mail it, or fill one
out online at https://wattsstreet.org/givewsbc/pledge-card/ even if you don’t wish to
pay online. Many thanks, your WSBC
Stewardship Committee.
End of Year Giving: We’re looking for a
strong finish to our financial year at Watts
Street. One of our strengths as a

congregation is the excellent fulfillment
rate of our pledges. We count on this
fulfillment as well as a healthy amount of
unpledged giving amount each year to
meet our budget. As the year comes to a
close, we invite you to give generously to
help December’s income be the strongest
this year.
Request from our Financial Secretary:
for accounting purposes, all reimbursement
requests need to be submitted by Dec. 31.
WSBC Financial Ministry Plan Report
Weekly Revenue: $19,249.83
Year to Date Income: $755,317.42
2021 Ministry Plan Budget Goal: $905,521
WSBC Text Giving through your phone
is a way you can give to the Budget and
Minute for Mission. For instructions, visit
https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving.

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR
Sunday, December 26
No Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper
preaching
Monday, December 27
Church Office Closed
7:00 p.m. Boys Scouts, Fellowship Hall
Tuesday, December 28
Church Office Closed

Wednesday, December 29
Church Office Closed
Thursday, December 30
Church Office Closed
Friday, December 31
Church Office Closed
Sunday, January 2, 2022
11:00 a.m. Worship – Dan Day preaching

LOOKING AHEAD
Out & About: Michael Wong and Brian
Johnson will host Out and About on January
8 at 6:30 pm. All are welcome at this
gathering of Watts Street's LGBTQ+
members and their friends. Bring food and

drink to share. Call Gordon Whitaker (919)
918-3658 for information.
Youth and Parents Winter Meeting and
Chili Cook-Off! Sunday, January 9, 5-7

p.m. Bring the whole family and join us as
we kick off the new year of youth ministry
at WSBC! We’ll start with a parking lot
chili cook-off supper! If you’re game to
make a pot of chili to share, please contact
kelly@wattsstreet.org. After we eat, we’ll

enjoy some interactive activities and also
share info about our plans for upcoming
activities, fund-raisers, and service projects
as well as the latest pandemic protocol!
Please bring your masks and lawn chairs
(we’ll have some folding chairs available).

SAVE THE DATE
Jan. 9
Jan. 9
Jan. 21-23

Epiphany Sunday
Youth and Parents Chili Cookoff and Winter Meeting
Youth Winter Retreat

Apr. 29-May 1 All Ages Beach Retreat at
Fort Caswell

MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office
Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth
and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries.

