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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
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CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

Prelude  

Welcome – Dorisanne Cooper 

COME AND WORSHIP 

Introit: “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by Night” ...................... William Billings 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night, all seated on the ground, 

The Angel of the Lord came down and glory shone around. 

Call to Worship – Esther Soud Parker 

Minister: An unmarried teenage girl was invited –  

People: To carry Christ into this world. 

Minister: An ordinary carpenter was invited –  

People: To be a father to a child unlike any other. 

Minister: The shepherds were invited –  

People: Outcast and isolated, included at the manger. 

Minister: The Magi were invited –  

People: Foreigners and seekers, included at the manger. 

Minister: And if she was invited, and he was invited, and they were invited –  

People: Then we can trust that we too are invited. 

Minister: This story is for us. 

People: This love is for us. 

Minister: Family of faith, this is our invitation.  Welcome home. 

People: Amen!  Unto us, a child is born.  O come, let us adore him!   

*Carol 148: “O Come, All Ye Faithful” ...................................................... ADESTE FIDELES 

*Carol 159: “There’s a Song in the Air!” .................................................. CHRISTMAS SONG 

 

____________________________________________________ 
* Please stand in body or in spirit.  No flash photography.  Please silence all electronic devices. 

 



THE LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE  

Litany  

Reader 1:  In God’s house, there is hope – for God loves us too much to leave us just 

as we are. 

Reader 2:  In God’s house, there is peace – for all that separates us from God falls 

away. 

Reader 1:  In God’s house, there is joy – because God created music, and coffee, and 

dance floors, and laughter that is contagious, and endless rounds of peek-a-

boos with babies; and if those things have God’s fingerprints, then God’s 

house surely exudes joy. 

Reader 2:  In God’s house, there is love – because God is love, from start to finish, and 

that love exists for us all. 

Reader 1:  And in the center of our hope, our peace, our joy, our love is God –  

Reader 2:  Who came to this earth to dwell among us. 

Light bearer: Why do we light the Christ candle? 

People:  We light the Christ candle as a reminder that Jesus Christ, born in a stable 

in Bethlehem, is the Light of the world, a light no darkness can put out.  

May this light shine through us as a gift to all we meet. 

People sing: “Candles Glowing, Promise Showing” (stanza 5) ................ W ZLOBIE LEZY 

 Candles glowing, promise showing Jesus born a baby small. 

Hosts rejoicing, shepherds voicing – praising Christ the Lord of all. 

God is with us, shout hosanna, raise a chorus, singing ever: 

Praising Christ the Lord of all! Praising Christ the Lord of all! 

ATTENDING TO THE WORD 

First Reading: The Birth of Jesus – Luke 2:1-7  

Solo: “I Wonder as I Wander” ........... I WONDER AS I WANDER (Traditional Appalachian Carol) 

Carol 162: “What Child Is This” ................................................................. GREENSLEEVES 

Second Reading:  The Shepherds and the Angels – Luke 2:8-14  

*Carol 150: “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” ................................................ MENDELSSOHN 

Third Reading: The Shepherds Arrive Praising God – Luke 2:15-20  

Carol 151: “The First Noel” ........................................................................ THE FIRST NOEL 

Meditation: “Invited Home” – Dorisanne Cooper 

Silence 



Anthem: “Methinks I See a Heav’nly Host” ............................................... William Billings 

Methinks I see a Heav’nly Host of angels on the wing. 

Methinks I hear their cheerful notes so merrily they sing. 

Let all your fears be banished hence, glad tidings we proclaim 

For there’s a Saviour born today, And Jesus is His Name. 

LIGHTING THE CANDLES 

Fourth Reading: The Word Became Flesh – John 1:1-5 – Dorisanne Cooper 

Interlude 

Carol: “Silent Night, Holy Night” ................................................................. STILLE NACHT 

Carol: “Joy to the World” ...................................................................................... ANTIOCH 

Benediction/Christmas Greetings 

Postlude: “Hail This Brightest Day of Days” ................................... Johann Sebastian Bach 

 

As you depart, you are invited to make an offering to the Tenant Fund for the 12 families living at 

Brasswell Properties who are being evicted after their apartment complex was sold. Trinity Ave 

Presbyterian Church (TAPC) is hosting this fund solely dedicated to these tenants’ needs as they 
navigate this crisis. Checks can be made to TAPC, 927 W. Trinity, 27701, with “Tenant Support” in 

the Memo Line. You can also go to https://www.trinityave.org/giving/. then, under “General Fund”, 

choose “Tenant Support” in the drop-down menu. 

Offering baskets are located on tables near the front. 

 

 

 

Worship Leaders: Tom Bloom, Dorisanne Cooper, Esther Soud Parker, Kelly Sasser, Melody 

Zentner, WSBC Chancel Choir 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.trinityave.org/giving/


Litany written by Rev. Sarah Speed, sanctifiedart.org.  Bulletin Cover Art by Rev. Lauren Wright 

Pittman, sanctifiedart.org.  Note from the artist: In this familiar narrative, what stuck out for me in this 

reading was the juxtaposition of human and divine, the mundane and extraordinary, the humbleness of a 

manger and the glory of a multitude of heavenly hosts. I wanted to image this dichotomy with the 

everyday, intimate, tender scene of new parents and their yawning baby, enveloped by the glittering, awe-

striking magnificence of God. The holy family is framed by an almond shape called a mandorla. Mandorlas 

have been used in Christian art to signify the glory of God, and can also represent the intersection and 

fullness of two things, like heaven and earth or spirit and body. Likely, the most familiar instance of this 

concept is the shape made between the overlapping circles in a Venn diagram. I wanted to use this shape 

because this is the moment when human and divine intersect in the person of Jesus, and when the glory of 

God is birthed into the world. The golden field surrounding the mandorla is filled with my interpretation of 

the six-winged seraphim from early Christian art, representing the heavenly hosts filling the air with tidings 

of peace (imaged by olive branches). A seven pointed star hangs over the heads of the family, surrounded 

by seven other stars, a number that represents completeness. 

Music Credits: Prelude: “In dulci jubilo,” Johann Sebastian Bach, Public Domain /“In dulci jubilo,” 

Marcel Dupré, © 1932, Belwin-Mills Publishing Corporation / Gesù Bambino,” Pietro Yon, © 2000 Alfred 

Publishing Corp Billings Anthems: © 1968, Walton Music Corporation / “O Come, All Ye Faithful,” 

setting by David Willcocks, © 1961, Oxford University Press / “What Child Is This,” setting by Martin 

Setchell, © 1995 Kevin Mayhew Ltd / Organ Interlude: “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming,” John Ferguson, 

© 1992 Morning Star Music Publishers / “Silent Night,” setting by Dom Andrew Moore, © 1995 Kevin 

Mayhew Ltd / “Joy to the World,” setting by Karen Keene, © MCMLXXX, Shawnee Press, Inc. / Postlude: 

Public Domain 

Hymn Credits: © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-700000. All rights reserved.  “Candles Glowing, Promise Showing” written by Rev. 

Elana Keppel Levy, 2021.  Reprinted with permission. 

 

MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 

CHURCH STAFF:  Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office 

Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth 

and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries. 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

Watts Street Baptist Church   (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

  



 



 


