
How do you describe  
homesickness to a child?  
You don’t. They know.  
Children know the feeling  
of being away from home.  
It’s fear, dipped in loneliness,  
that “What if I’ve been forgotten?” 
sonnet, or the “What if I  
can’t go back?” refrain.  
Even a healthy, scrubbed-clean,  
showered-with-love child  
knows the longing of home.  
 
But if I had to.  
If I had to describe that aching feeling,  
I would say:  
“Homesickness is when  
longing and grief wrap themselves 
around you like a blanket.  
It’s the door to comfort thrown open.  
It’s an eye on the horizon  
for what could be  
and the only way out is  
to keep walking,  
to keep dreaming,  
to keep looking  
for signs that will point you back home.”  
 
And if you tell that to a child,  
you just may realize  
that a part of your spirit  
has shoes on  
and has always been walking,  
always been dreaming,  
always been looking  
for the home that could be.  
 
The door to comfort  
has been blown open.  
Tell God I’m homesick.  
I’m on my way. 
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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

NOVEMBER 28, 2021 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

Chimes 

Welcome – Dorisanne Cooper 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Prelude: “Savior of the Nations, Come” ........................................ Johann Sebastian Bach 

ANTICIPATING THE ADVENT OF CHRIST  

Call to Worship – Esther Soud Parker 

Minister: Can one be homesick for something you’ve never known? 

People: We are homesick for a just world, for peace like rivers, for the end of 

suffering. 

Minister: Yes, we are homesick –  

People: For joy that is contagious, for nations that feel like neighbors, and for 

hospitals that run empty.   

Minister: We are homesick for the world God promises. 

People: We are homesick, but we are on our way. 

Minister: God is here.  God is still creating. 

People: Let us worship Holy God. 

*Hymn 119: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  ........................................ VENI EMMANUEL 

Please remain seated during the organ introduction for the procession of the  

Light, banner, and crèche.  Please stand in body or in spirit beginning with stanza 1. 

 

 

____________________________________________________ 
* Please stand in body or in spirit.  No flash photography.  Please silence all electronic devices.  

 



THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE  

Litany 

Reader 1:  We hope for a world where all are fed. 

Reader 2:  We hope for a world with more bridges than walls. 

Reader 1:  We home for a world with wide open doors. 

Reader 2:  We hope for a world with contagious laughter. 

Reader 1:  We hope for a world where trees grow tall and creeks run clean. 

Reader 2:  We hope for a world where all people feel at home – in their bodies, in the 

church, in their physical homes. 

Reader 1:  We hope for that world.  We long for that world. 

Reader 2:  We are homesick for that world. 

Light bearer: Why do we light this candle? 

People:  We light this candle for hope, because hope keeps our hearts alive as we 

wait. 

Reader 1:  May this light be a reminder that the wait is always worth it. 

Reader 2:  We are close to home.  May we carry hope with us.  Amen. 

People sing: “Candles Glowing, Promise Showing” (stanza 1) .............. W ZLOBIE LEZY 

 Candles glowing, promise showing the great hope that calms our fear. 

 Darkness scatters, worry shatters, Christ will always draw us near. 

 Calms our sighing, hears our crying, helps our trying, love undying –  

 Christ will always draw us near!  Christ will always draw us near! 

Children are invited to follow Esther to the playground for the Advent Story  

and Sunday School activities.  Parents of pre-schoolers and visitors are requested to 

accompany children to the vestibule and complete sign-in form.  

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  When you are young and get lost or homesick, you call home and someone 

comes and gets you.  Sometimes, that what’s love looks like.  Love bails us out.  In 

the same way, when we call upon God to confess that we’ve messed up, or 

forgotten something, or overlooked the truth, God answers with love and grace.  So 

let us confess today, knowing that nothing could keep God from loving us. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

 



Corporate Confession:  Gracious God, we find ourselves with two options every day—

to stay homesick for the world you had in mind, or to allow cynicism to win.  Do 

we hope against hope, or do we throw in the towel?  Do we insist on a better world, 

or do we assume it’s impossible?  Forgive us for the days when cynicism wins.  

Forgive us for numbing our homesick hurt instead of using it to fuel a better world.  

Kindle in us a hope that won’t let go.  Gratefully we pray, amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

Prayer for Hope 

ATTENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: Luke 21:25-36 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon: “Homesick” – Dorisanne Cooper 

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: God of hopeful waiting, we give thanks for all the ways you reveal your light 

to us. 

People: May these offerings nurture the ways your promise is breaking into the world 

in acts of compassion, justice, and peace. 

Receiving Gifts 

We invite you to consider how you might share your time, talents, and resources  

to support programs and activities that sustain and challenge our congregation,  

promote justice, and expand our care for others in Durham and beyond.  

You are invited to give online at www.wattsstreet.org or to place your offering  

in the baskets near the exits at the conclusion of the service. 

Anthem: “Come, Thou long-expected Jesus” ................................ Johann Sebastian Bach 

*Advent Response (Hymn 119, Refrain) ................................................. VENI EMMANUEL 
Rejoice, rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

*Prayer of Dedication 

 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

*Invitation  

*Hymn 135: “Blessed Be the God of Israel”  .............................................. MERLE’S TUNE 

Benediction 

Postlude: “Savior of the Nations, Come” ...................................... Johann Sebastian Bach 

Please remain seated until the conclusion of the postlude. 

After the postlude, we encourage you to move outside  

for conversation and greeting one another. 

 

 

Liturgists: Esther Soud Parker, Kelly Sasser 

Litany and Bulletin Cover Poem written by Rev. Sarah Speed, sanctifiedart.org.  Bulletin Cover Art 

by Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity, sanctifiedart.org.  Note from the artist: It is peculiar that we begin Advent 

with adult Jesus offering us a prophecy and parable filled with fear and mystery. This particular scripture 

is within a longer section of Jesus describing the coming destruction of the temple, a public statement that 

no doubt added to the conspiracies and plots stirring against him. The fate he speaks of is filled with 

terrifying details: the temple demolished, false prophets, wars and uprisings, food shortages, natural 

disasters, persecution, and epidemics (Luke 21:5-24). As we read these words now, this litany of fear and 

foreboding feels far too familiar—a bit too close to home. As I began this particular image, I imagined a 

scene of chaos and apocalypse. However, as I drew a woman lifting her head and reaching for the fig tree, 

I began to see a vision of beauty and hope, a glimpse of one’s whole being awake to wonder. I think we 

all share a collective homesickness. It feels like nostalgia. It looks like the trauma hiding in our past. It 

can turn into foreboding fear that robs us of real joy. But in this image and in Jesus’ words, I see a call to 

resilience despite the difficult realities that confront us. I see a longing so deep that it keeps us reaching—

for a home restored, for comfort renewed, for the fruit that is sure to come.  

Music Credits: Prelude: Public Domain, Hymn 119: setting by Marilyn Biery, © 2001 Augsburg 

Fortress, Anthem: Public Domain, Hymn 135: setting by Joseph A. Bognar, © 2008, Hope Publishing 

Company, Postlude: Public Domain 

Hymn Credits: © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-700000. All rights reserved.  “Candles Glowing, Promise Showing” written by 

Rev. Elana Keppel Levy, 2021.  Reprinted with permission. 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

Watts Street Baptist Church   (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/
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TODAY

Welcome to all who worship with us today! 

Whether you are with us in the sanctuary or 

watching on your computer from home, we 

gladly say, Thank God you are here!   

Communal Safety Protocols  

for Indoor Worship:  

We ask that everyone enter through the 

Watts Street doors unless you have need of 

the elevator or are dropping your child off 

at Sunday School.  Our Welcome Table 

will be outside the Watts Street entrance for 

you to pick up your nametag.  

You may exit through any door, though we 

ask that people take care not to congregate 

around doorways.  After the service, we 

encourage you to move outside for 

conversation and greeting one another. 

Masks will be required in all indoor spaces 

for everyone over age 2. Worship leaders 

will remove their masks at the pulpit but 

there will be ample social distance between 

the pulpit and the first row of congregants.  

Seating is designated downstairs by pew 

cushions which will only cover half of each 

pew, alternating ends from pew to pew. 

Tape will mark where to sit in the balcony. 

Bathrooms and the elevator should be used 

one household at a time.  We will continue 

to monitor local levels of Covid and adjust 

our protocols and adjust our plans as 

needed. 

The Livestream Service begins at 11 a.m. 

and can be found on the Watts Street 

Baptist Church Facebook page. You do not 

need a Facebook account to watch the 

video. (You can click “not now” when 

Facebook prompts you to create an 

account.) You can watch the service in 

“real time” or watch the video of the 

service at a later time.   

Children’s Sunday School will continue to 

be offered outside on the playground 

concurrent to worship at least through the 

end of the year. Some families may choose 

to bring their children in for the beginning 

of the service and leave after the first hymn 

to go to Sunday School. We’ll continue to 

wear masks and follow COVID-19 

protocol. 

Sunday Night Youth Group: Tonight, 

from 4:30-6:45 p.m. We’ll wear masks and 

meet outside in the Urban Ave. parking lot 

for recreation and supper. Then we’ll move 

in to the fellowship hall for small groups, 

singing, and theme discussion. Hope to see 

you there! 

Advent Resource: WSBC is providing the 

printed Advent materials: Persist. 

Proclaim. Advent At Home., written by 

Mary Elizabeth Hanchey; the artist is 

Carlye Daugird. We also have a limited 

number of Advent candles available for 



pick up. If you would like the printed 

Advent materials and cannot pick them up 

at the church, contact 

esther@wattsstreet.org. 

Creation Care Tip: Avoid Those Plastic 

Utensils. If possible, when ordering take-

out food, request that no plastic forks, 

knives, spoons, or straws be included in 

your order. This practice helps reduce 

landfill trash. 

November/December Mission Baskets are 

being set aside to assist Urban Ministries 

and the Walltown Food Pantry. They are 

looking for unexpired, shelf stable holiday 

fare-stuffing mix, canned or packaged 

gravy, cranberry sauce, canned / boxed 

broth, canned green beans, cream of 

mushroom / chicken soup, fried onions 

(crispy), canned yams, marshmallows, 

boxed macaroni & cheese, cooking oil, 

flour, cake mix, cake frosting, and 

miscellaneous holiday fare. 

Stewardship 2022 – Renew, Reunite, and 

Reconnect: Making a financial 

commitment helps the church to function 

and also nourishes our own spiritual life. 

We put our finances, and therefore more of 

our life, into God’s hands. If you haven’t 

done so, please make your pledge known 

by mailing in a card or filling one in online 

at https://wattsstreet.org/give-wsbc/pledge-

card/ by Sunday, December 5th, even if 

your pledge remains the same and is auto-

drafted. As of November 24, there were 

102 pledges received totaling $527,724 

towards our 2022 budget of $784,174. 

Thank you, WSBC Stewardship 

Committee. 

WSBC Financial Ministry Plan Report 

Weekly Revenue: $4,795.00 

Year to Date Income: $684,825.92 

2021 Ministry Plan Budget Goal: $905,521 

WSBC Text Giving through your phone 

is a way you can give to the Budget and 

Minute for Mission.  For instructions, visit 

https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving.  

 

 

THIS WEEK AND NEXT SUNDAY

Inside Small Group Gatherings 
We continue to offer space in Room 102 for 

inside small group gatherings with the 

protocols we have put in place: masking at 

all times indoors, no eating, social 

distancing. If you would like to schedule a 

time indoors, please contact Sherrill 

Figuera at sherrill@wattsstreet.org. Contact 

the church office for a copy of the 

guidelines. 
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THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

Sunday, November 28 – Advent I 

 9:00 a.m. Life Together Class, Zoom 

 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper 

preaching 

 TBD Bible Workbench, Zoom 

 4:30 p.m. Youth Group, Urban Avenue 

parking lot 

Monday, November 29 

 7:00 p.m. Boys Scouts, Fellowship Hall 

 7:30 p.m. Stewardship Committee, Zoom 

Tuesday, November 30 

 1:00 p.m. Staff Mtg., Zoom 

 6:15 p.m. Church Council, Zoom 

Wednesday, December 1 

 9:30 a.m. Staff Minister’s Mtg., Zoom 

 1:00 p.m. Movie Matinee, Room 102 

 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 

Sanctuary 

Thursday, December 2 

 7:00 p.m. Adult Seminar Class, Zoom 

Sunday, December 5 – Advent II 

 9:00 a.m. Life Together Class, Zoom 

 11:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper 

preaching 

 TBD Bible Workbench, Zoom 

 9:30 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class, Zoom 

 12:00 p.m. WSBC Bull City Fair Trade 

Shopping Day 

 12:15 p.m. Q&A w/Sandy from ABCRGR, 

Sanctuary 

 3:30 p.m. Neighborhood Holiday Concert 

 4:30 p.m. Youth Group, Urban Avenue 

parking lot  

 

SAVE THE DATE

Nov. 28 Advent I – Return to worship in 

the WSBC sanctuary 

Dec. 5 WSBC Shopping Day at  

 Bull City Fair Trade 

Dec. 5 Neighborhood Holiday Concert 

Dec. 11 Children’s Christmas Pageant,  

Youth-led Fum, Fum, Fum Fest 

Dec. 16 Christmas Party for Adults 

Dec. 17 Young Adult Christmas Party 

Dec. 19 Service of Lament and Hope 

Dec. 24  Christmas Eve Candlelight 

Services (4 pm and 6 pm) 

Jan. 9 Epiphany Sunday

 
 

 

MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 

CHURCH STAFF:  Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office 

Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth 

and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries. 



 
Advent Resource Available 
WSBC is providing the printed Advent materials: 
Persist. Proclaim. Advent At Home., written by 
Mary Elizabeth Hanchey; the artist is Carlye 
Daugird. We also have a limited number of 
Advent candles available for pick up. If you 
would like the printed Advent materials and 
cannot pick them up at the church, contact 
esther@wattsstreet.org.  

Advent I 
Sunday, November 28, 11 am in the sanctuary 
Livestreamed on WSBC Facebook page 
Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
Theme: Homesick (Hope) 
Scripture: Luke 21:25-36; I Thessalonians 3:9-13 

Advent II 
Sunday, December 5, 11 am in the sanctuary 
Livestreamed on WSBC Facebook page 
Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
Theme: Laying the Foundation (Peace) 
Scripture: Luke 1:57-80, Philippians 1:3-11 

WSBC Bull City Fair Trade Shopping Day 
Sunday, December 5 
After worship, come by the store (811 Ninth 
Street) for a Watts Street discount or shop 
online at https://bullcityfairtrade.com for 
handmade crafts, clothing and artwork created 
by craftspeople from over 50 countries and 
regions of the United States. This event is 
sponsored by WSBC Missions Committee. BCFT 
began as One World Market in the WSBC 
fellowship hall over 25 years ago! Contact Paula 
Januzzi-Godfrey (januzzip@gmail.com), Jan 
Williams, Melissa Godwin or Steve Booth if you 
have questions. 

 

 
Outdoor Holiday Concert 
Sunday, December 5, 3:30-4:30 pm,  
Outside steps in front of the sanctuary 

Come celebrate the season at an outdoor 
concert and sing-along hosted by the Watts 
Street Baptist Church Chancel Choir and 
members of the Durham Community Chorale. 
Directed by Melody Zentner and accompanied 
by Tom Bloom and Jon Latane.  A section of 
Watts Street will be closed off for this event so 
plan accordingly for parking.  Wear your festive 
sweaters, bring a chair, and join us for a fun 
neighborhood celebration.  Canned goods will 
be collected for the Walltown Neighborhood 
Food Pantry.  In case of inclement weather, this 
concert will be inside the sanctuary.  Masks and 
social distancing required for this event.   

 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 
Saturday, December 11 
3:30-4:00 pm on the church playground  
Experience the wonder of the birth of Jesus 
through the eyes of our children.   

Youth-led Fum, Fum, Fum-Fest 
Saturday, December 11 
4:00-5:00 pm in the Urban Ave. parking lot 
“Thanks to God for holidays, sing fum, fum, 
fum!”  After the Children’s Christmas Pageant, 
stick around for some festive fun and fellowship 
led by the Watts Street youth, featuring cookie 
decorating, ornament making, live music, 
games, a showing of “Snooge” (the original 
Christmas movie classic created by the youth 
last year), and more! 

2021 Advent/Christmas/Epiphany at Watts Street 

mailto:esther@wattsstreet.org
https://bullcityfairtrade.com/
mailto:januzzip@gmail.com


Advent III  
Sunday, December 12, 11 am in the sanctuary 
Livestreamed on the WSBC Facebook page 
Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
Theme: A Home for All (Joy) 
Scripture: Luke 3:1-18, Zephaniah 3:14-20 

WSBC Christmas Party for Adults 
Thursday, December 16 
10:00-11:00 am in the fellowship hall 
Join us for festive fellowship, carols, stories, 
games, and a Christmas sweater fashion show!  
Your ticket to the party is at least one pair of 
socks to donate to Urban Ministries! 
Thank you to the WSBC Senior Adult 
Coordinating Council for planning this event. 

Young Adult Ministry Christmas Party  
Friday, December 17 4:30-6:30 pm  
at the home of Blanche and Alan Williams  

College students and young adults, out-of-
towners and local-yocals, we’d love to see each 
of you at our Christmas party!  We’ll gather 
outside on the patio for snacks and hot drinks 
and then move inside for some socially-
distanced Christmas games.  More details 
coming soon but plan to bring your mask and 
please RSVP to kelly@wattsstreet.org and 
blanche.williams50@gmail.com. 

Advent IV 
Sunday, December 19, 11 am in the sanctuary 
Livestreamed on the WSBC Facebook page 
Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
Theme: Seeking Sanctuary (Love) 
Scripture: Luke 1:39-55 

Service of Lament and Hope 
Sunday, December 19, 4 pm in the sanctuary 
During this pandemic season, grief and loss have 
been accentuated in so many ways. This service 
will provide space for reflection and 
remembrance of losses—whether they are 
recent or carried over years. There will be 
spaces to name loved ones lost, but also other 
losses that you wish to mark in these days.  

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 
Friday, December 24 
4 pm and 6 pm in the sanctuary 
Theme: Invited Home (Luke 2:1-20) 
While we’ll keep our masks on and forego the 
Moravian coffee and buns, we will still gather in 
the sanctuary to sing our favorite carols, hear 
the Gospel story of the birth of Jesus, and light 
the wrapped candles together as we celebrate 
this most sacred night. 

Note: we’ll publish sign up links at the beginning 
of December for you to let us know you are 
coming so we can space out attendance at the 
two services. 

Merry Christmas!   
Saturday, December 25   
Christ is born! How great our joy! 

First Sunday after Christmas 
Sunday, December 26, 11 am in the sanctuary 
Livestreamed on the WSBC Facebook page 
Theme: Chosen Home 
Scripture: Luke 2:41-52, Colossians 3:12-17  
Christmas-tide carols, readings, and special 
music 

Second Sunday after Christmas 
Sunday, January 2, 11 am in the sanctuary 
Livestreamed on the WSBC Facebook page 

Epiphany Sunday 
Sunday, January 9, 11 am in the sanctuary 
Livestreamed on the WSBC Facebook page 
Theme: Home by Another Way 
Scripture: Matthew 2:1-12 
Join us as we greet the Magi and follow the Star! 

mailto:kelly@wattsstreet.org
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