NOVEMBER 14, 2021
WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH
DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA

THE WORSHIP OF GOD
NOVEMBER 14, 2021
THE TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
PLEDGE SUNDAY
GATHERING
Hymn 294: “Here We Gather as God’s People” .............................................. NETTLETON
Prelude
Welcome – Dorisanne Cooper

PRAISING GOD
Minister: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Lighting of the Christ Candle
Call to Worship
Minister: “Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labor in vain.”
Psalm 127
People: We have come to this house, built by the Lord, to worship the God of all
creation.
Minister: “Unless the Lord watches over the city, those who watch stand guard in
vain.”
People: We have come to listen to the stories of people who, throughout the
generations, have shown us the way by their trust in the promises of God.
Minister: The widow who gave her last coin reminds us of the risks we are free to take
with confidence that God will care for us throughout the journey.
People: So let us celebrate this gathering which binds us together. Let us bring our
gifts before the One who is their source. Let us worship God together!
*Hymn 718: “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” ........................ ST. GEORGE’S WINDSOR
Children are invited to walk behind the sound/video table
and meet Esther at the steps to the playground for Sunday School activities.

PRAYING TOGETHER
Minister: The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases. God’s mercies never come to
an end.
People: Let us make our confessions to our merciful God.
Prayers of Confession in Silence
Corporate Confession: O God, hear our confession. In our abundance, we fail to see
those around us who live on meager resources and who may have the most to teach
us. It embarrasses us to acknowledge that it is often those with the least who give
the most. We speak of our belief that you will provide yet we still resist giving
ourselves over to your promises. Forgive us, we pray. Lead us to live boldly as
witnesses to the strength we have in you. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon
People: Thanks be to God.
Pastoral Prayer – Kelly Sasser

TENDING TO THE WORD
Gospel: Mark 12:38-44
Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ.
People: May the Spirit grant us understanding.
Sermon – Dorisanne Cooper
Silence

OFFERING OUR GIFTS
Minister: Help us, O God, to let go of what we hold tightly,
People: And trust that you will transform our offering into treasures for your
kingdom.
Receiving Gifts
*Hymn 442: “We Are Walking” ...................................................................... SIYAHAMBA
As we sing, you’re invited to come forward and place your pledge card in
one of the baskets. If you are worshipping from home, we invite you to
mail in your pledge card or pledge online at www.wattsstreet.org.

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH
Invitation
*Hymn 609: “Take My Life” ................................................................................. HENDON
Benediction
Carrying the Light into the World
Postlude
As you depart, you are invited to place an offering in the basket on the worship table
or give online at www.wattsstreet.org.

Worship Leaders: Dorisanne Cooper, Esther Soud Parker, Kelly Sasser
Hymn Credits: © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE
LICENSE, License #A-700000. All rights reserved.
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NOVEMBER 14, 2021
TODAY
Welcome to all who worship with us
today! Whether you are with us in the
church parking lot or watching on your
computer from home, we gladly say,
Thank God you are here!
Through November 21, our outdoor
services will continue at 10 a.m. Please
plan to arrive early each week to greet
one another and set up. Be sure to bring
your mask and a chair (we have some
folding chairs available) and spread out
for social distance.
The livestream service will begin a few
minutes after 10 a.m. and can be found
on the Watts Street Baptist Church
Facebook page. You do not need a
Facebook account to watch the video.
(You can click “not now” when
Facebook prompts you to create an
account.) You can watch the service in
“real time” or watch the video of the
service at a later time.
Today is Pledge Sunday. This
morning during worship, we stand and
bring forward our promises of financial
support for Watts Street Baptist Church
and the work we will do together as a
faith community in 2022. Pledge cards

can also be returned via U.S. mail or
online, whether your amount is
increased, the amount remains the same
and is auto-debited, or you do not know
the exact amount at this time. Your
contributions support programs and
activities that sustain and challenge our
congregation, promote justice, and
expand our care for others in Durham
and beyond.
Online Pledging: There was a technical
problem with online pledging that was
repaired Thursday afternoon. If you
made an online pledge before
November 11 at 3 pm, please resend
your pledge. You may also email the
Financial Secretary if you are uncertain
at finance@wattsstreet.org.
Indoor worship begins on Sunday,
November 28, Advent I. We’re so
thrilled to be planning for this next
phase together. Please check the
congregational email from November
12 for an overview of our communal
safety protocols for indoor worship.
We will continue to livestream each
service for those unable or
uncomfortable gathering.

Outdoor Children’s Sunday School
meets today after the first hymn. We
gather at 10 a.m. for the first part of
worship and then move to the
playground for preschool and children’s
Sunday School classes. We’ll wear
masks and follow COVID-19 protocol.
Sunday Night Youth Group: Tonight,
from 4:30-6:45 p.m. We’ll wear masks
and meet outside in the Urban Ave.
parking lot for recreation and supper.
Then we’ll move in to the fellowship
hall for small groups, singing, and
theme discussion. Hope to see you
there!
Thanks from the Youth to everyone
who donated, volunteered, or shopped
at the 44th Annual WSBC Fall Bazaar
last weekend! Congratulations to
David Tatum who won the raffle for
the beautiful quilt by Diana Jackson.
Together, we raised over $5,200!
Proceeds support our 2022 Youth
Summer Service/Learning Experiences,
the Good Shepherd Window
restoration, and a tithe to three
community organizations our youth
chose this year: support for refugees
and immigrants through Church World
Service, creation care efforts through
the Ellerbe Creek Watershed
Association, and rainforest protection
through Amazon Watch.
Creation Care Tip: Wondering where
to recycle all those plastic bags? Many
stores accept them in special
receptacles. Find the list of grocery

stores and other retailers near your
home by clicking on the link below and
scrolling down to put in your zip code.
https://www.plasticfilmrecycling.org/re
cycling-bags-and-wraps/find-drop-offlocation/
November Mission Baskets are being
set aside to assist Urban Ministries. Last
year they offered seasonal bags of
holiday items and they're doing it again
this year. They are looking for
unexpired, shelf stable holiday fare.
Items listed below will need to be
dropped off in the baskets at church by
Sunday, November 21. Thanks for all
you do!
Stuffing mix, canned or packaged
gravy, cranberry sauce, canned / boxed
broth, canned green beans, cream of
mushroom / chicken soup, fried onions
(crispy), canned yams, Marshmallows,
boxed macaroni & cheese, cooking oil,
flour, cake mix, cake frosting, and
miscellaneous holiday fare.
Thank you to the WSBC Building and
Grounds Committee, WSBC Garden
Club, and all who volunteered at the
Fall Church Work Day yesterday!
WSBC Financial Ministry Plan
Report
Weekly Revenue: $10,179.00
Year to Date Income: $653,065.25
2021 Ministry Plan Budget Goal:
$905,521

WSBC Text Giving through your
phone is a way you can give to the
Budget and Minute for Mission. For
instructions, visit
https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving.

THIS WEEK AND NEXT SUNDAY
It’s Candle Wrapping Time! We need
all available volunteers to wrap Love
Feast candles. We meet every Monday
at 9 a.m., in room 102, and continue
until we finish the job. For more
information, contact Becky Dodson
(919-471-1832).
White Too Long Conversations
continue Wednesday, November 17.
The small groups are set for our White
Too Long book discussions. If you
signed up, you will be hearing from
your facilitator with a few details for
your final gathering on Wednesday,
November 17. Thanks to all who signed

up and who have worked hard to
organize and support this endeavor.
Inside Small Group Gatherings
We continue to offer space in Room
102 for inside small group gatherings
with the protocols we have put in place:
masking at all times indoors, no eating,
social distancing. If you would like to
schedule a time indoors, please contact
Sherrill Figuera at
sherrill@wattsstreet.org. Contact the
church office for a copy of the
guidelines.

LOOKING AHEAD
Thanksgiving Communion Service:
On Tuesday, November 23, “we gather
together” at 6:30 p.m. on Zoom for a
time of giving thanks and celebrating
communion. Before the service, we
invite you to gather your candle and the
elements for communion. Take time to
“set the table” with a plate of some kind
of bread or crackers, along with a cup
for each person and pitcher of juice or
water. We look forward to sharing this
time together.

Bull City Fair Trade Shopping Day:
The annual WSBC holiday shopping day
at Bull City Fair Trade will begin at 12
noon immediately following worship on
Dec. 5. Come by the store on Dec. 5 for
a discount or shop online at
https://bullcityfairtrade.com for
handmade crafts, clothing and artwork
created by craftspeople from over 50
countries and regions of the United
States that are struggling economically.
This event is sponsored by WSBC
Missions Committee. BCFT began as

One World Market in the WSBC
fellowship hall over 25 years ago! It is
now located at 811 Ninth Street,
Durham. Contact Paula Januzzi-Godfrey
(januzzip@gmail.com), Jan Williams,
Melissa Godwin or Steve Booth if you
have questions.

SAVE THE DATE
Nov. 14

Pledge Sunday

Nov. 17
Nov. 23
Nov. 28
Dec. 5
Dec. 5
Dec. 12
Dec. 24

White Too Long book groups
Thanksgiving Communion
Service (Zoom)
Advent I – Return to worship in
the WSBC sanctuary
WSBC Shopping Day at
Bull City Fair Trade
Winter Concert
Service of Remembrance and
Hope
Christmas Eve Candlelight
Services (4 pm and 6 pm)

MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office
Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth
and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries.

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR
Sunday, November 14 – Pledge Sunday
9:30 a.m. Life Together Class, Zoom
10:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper
preaching
11:15 a.m. Bible Workbench, Zoom
11:30 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class,
Zoom
12:30 p.m. Faith Journeys Class, Zoom
1:00 p.m. Creation Care Ministry
Meeting, Zoom
3:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal,
Sanctuary
4:30 p.m. Youth Group, Urban Avenue
parking lot
Monday, November 15
9:00 a.m. Candle Wrapping, 102
7:00 p.m. Boys Scouts, Fellowship Hall
7:30 p.m. Stewardship Committee,
Zoom
Tuesday, November 16
11:00 a.m. Sr. Adult Coordinating
Council, Room 102
12:00 p.m. Book Club, Room 102

1:00 p.m. Staff Mtg., Zoom
7:00 p.m. Deacons, Zoom
Wednesday, November 17
9:30 a.m. Staff Minister’s Mtg., Zoom
6:30 p.m. White Too Long Discussion
Groups, Zoom, Freeman
home
Thursday, November 18
6:30 p.m. Advisory Group Mtg., Zoom
7:00 p.m. Adult Seminar Class, Zoom
Sunday, November 21
9:30 a.m. Life Together Class, Zoom
10:00 a.m. Worship – Kelly Sasser
preaching
11:15 a.m. Bible Workbench, Zoom
11:30 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class,
Zoom
12:30 p.m. Faith Journeys Class, Zoom
3:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal,
Sanctuary
4:30 p.m. Youth Group, Urban Avenue
parking lot

