
“God of the Living” 
A Blessing  
by Jan Richardson 
 
When the wall 
between the worlds 
is too firm, 
too close. 
 
When it seems 
all solidity 
and sharp edges. 
 
When every morning 
you wake as if 
flattened against it, 
its forbidding presence 
fairly pressing the breath 
from you 
all over again. 
 
Then may you be given 
a glimpse 
of how weak the wall 
 
and how strong what stirs 
on the other side, 
 
breathing with you 
and blessing you 
still, 
 
forever bound to you 
but freeing you 
into this living, 
into this world 
so much wider 
than you ever knew. 
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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

NOVEMBER 7, 2021 

ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY 

GATHERING 

Hymn 294: “Here We Gather as God’s People” .............................................. NETTLETON 

Prelude: “Thine Arm, O Lord, in Days of Old” ...................................... Noel Rawsthorne 
Thine arm, O Lord, in days of old was strong to heal and save; 

It triumphed o’er disease and death o’er darkness and the grave. 

To Thee they went, the blind, the deaf, the palsied, and the lame, 

The leper set apart and shunned, the sick with fevered frame. 

Welcome – Dorisanne Cooper  

PRAISING GOD 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:   And also with you. 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 

Call to Worship  

Minister: The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, 
People: The world, and those who live in it.          Psalm 24:1 

Minister: We gather to worship with the cloud of the faithful, 
People: To praise God with the saints of generations past. 

Minister: Let us worship the One who weeps with us, laughs with us, 

People: And offers us a promise of life everlasting. 

*Hymn 637: “For All the Saints” .................................................................... SINE NOMINE 

 

 

 

 

 



REMEMBERING THE SAINTS   

All Saints’ Day Litany and the Placing of Roses 

Minister: On this day, we remember the great ancestors of our faith. We remember 

the prophets and priests, the ministers and teachers who have taught us the 

way of God. 

People: We remember our grandparents and parents, aunts and uncles, those who 

have gone before us in our lifetime. 

Minister: We lift up the memories of children and grandchildren, brothers and sisters, 

siblings, husbands, wives, partners and parents who touched our lives. 

People: And we lift up to you, O God, the names of those we have lost in this past 

year from this congregation, knowing that they are with your heart forever.  

Minister: As we place roses specifically for these, we pause to remember, pray, and 

give thanks for their lives. 

Minister: And today as we are separated, we place a rose here as you each are invited 

to lift up other names in your hearts that you are remembering this day. 

(The congregation is invited to say aloud the names of those they wish to remember.) 

Pastoral Prayer – Dorisanne Cooper 

Hymn: “Day Is Done, but Love Unfailing”  ................................................ AR HYD Y NOS 

Children are invited to walk behind the sound/video table  

and meet Esther at the steps to the playground for Sunday School activities. 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: John 11:32-44  

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 

Interlude: “O God, Our Help, in Ages Past” ....................................................... C.S. Lang 

CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Invitation to the Table and the Words of Institution  



Receiving of the Bread and the Cup 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

Invitation 

*Hymn 67: “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”........................................................ ST. ANNE 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “O God, Our Help, in Ages Past” ................................................ Ronald Arnatt 

 

As you depart, you are invited to place an offering in the basket on the worship table  

or give online at www.wattsstreet.org. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Leaders: Tom Bloom, Dorisanne Cooper, Esther Soud Parker, Kelly Sasser, Melody Zentner 

Bulletin Cover Art: A Gathering of Spirits © Jan L. Richardson  

Music Notes: Prelude: © 1991, Kevin Mayhew Ltd., Interlude: © 1963, Oxford University Press, 

Postlude: © 1979, Augsburg Publishing House 

Hymn Credits: © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-700000. All rights reserved.   

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

Watts Street Baptist Church   (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


 

 

 



 



 





 

Watts Street Weekly 
Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     

www.wattsstreet.org 

NOVEMBER 7, 2021 

TODAY

Welcome to all who worship with us 

today! Whether you are with us in the 

church parking lot or watching on your 

computer from home, we gladly say, 

Thank God you are here!   

Through November 21, our outdoor 

services will continue at 10 a.m. Please 

plan to arrive early each week to greet 

one another and set up. Be sure to bring 

your mask and a chair (we have some 

folding chairs available) and spread out 

for social distance.   

The livestream service will begin a few 

minutes after 10 a.m. and can be found on 

the Watts Street Baptist Church Facebook 

page. You do not need a Facebook 

account to watch the video. (You can 

click “not now” when Facebook prompts 

you to create an account.) You can watch 

the service in “real time” or watch the 

video of the service at a later time.  

All Saints’ Sunday: Today, we 

remember and give thanks for our loved 

ones who died since last year’s All 

Saints’ Sunday. During the worship 

service, we will place white roses in 

memory of Watts Street members. 

Indoor worship begins on Sunday, 

November 28, Advent I.  We look 

forward to re-gathering in the Watts 

Street sanctuary with masks and social 

distancing.  More details coming soon!  

We will continue to livestream each 

service for those unable or uncomfortable 

gathering. 

Outdoor Children’s Sunday School 

meets today after the All Saints Day 

recognition.  We meet at 10 a.m. for the 

first part of worship and then move to the 

playground for preschool and children’s 

Sunday School classes. We’ll wear masks 

and follow COVID-19 protocol.  

Thanks from the Youth to everyone 

who donated, volunteered, or shopped at 

this year’s Fall Bazaar!  Proceeds 

support our 2022 Youth Summer 

Service/Learning Experiences, the Good 

Shepherd Window restoration, and 

community organizations our youth 

chose to support.  Stay tuned for fund-

raising totals!   

Youth Bonfire at the Lutz Farm: today 

from 4:30 to 7:00 p.m.  Join us for lots of 

recreation, a tasty chicken-n-dumplings 

supper, and a cozy fire under the stars.  

Bring a blanket to sit on and be sure to 

wear layers!  Check your email for 

driving directions or contact Kelly Sasser. 



Creation Care Tip: Wondering where to 

recycle all those plastic bags? Many 

stores accept them in special receptacles. 

Find the list of grocery stores and other 

retailers near your home by clicking on 

the link below and scrolling down to put 

in your zip code. 

https://www.plasticfilmrecycling.org/recy

cling-bags-and-wraps/find-drop-off-

location/ 

Stewardship 2022: Renew, Reunite, 

and Reconnect:  Hopefully, you received 

an important piece of mail this week from 

the church. We ask that you think about 

your gratitude for God’s love and the 

resources you might pledge for 2022. 

Pledge Sunday is November 14. Please 

return your pledge card via U.S. mail or 

online, whether your amount is increased, 

the amount remains the same and is auto-

debited, or you do not know the exact 

amount at this time. Everyone's 

contributions are necessary to support 

programs and activities that sustain and 

challenge our congregation, promote 

justice, and expand our care for others in 

Durham and beyond.  

WSBC Financial Ministry Plan Report 

Weekly Revenue: $5,280.00 

Year to Date Income: $642,886.25 

Annual 2021 Ministry Plan Budget Goal: 

$905,521 

WSBC Text Giving through your 

phone is a way you can give to the 

Budget and Minute for Mission.  For 

instructions, visit 

https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving.  

 

 

 
 

THIS WEEK AND NEXT SUNDAY

It’s Candle Wrapping Time! We need 

all available volunteers to wrap Love 

Feast candles. We meet every Monday at 

9 a.m., in room 102, and continue until 

we finish the job. For more information, 

contact Becky Dodson (919-471-1832). 

Fall Church Workday – Saturday, 

November 13. We invite you to join us 

for this time to continue sprucing things 

up around the church, inside and outside. 
Coffee and light breakfast snacks ready at 

8:30 a.m. Bring your lawn/garden power 

tools and hand garden tools. Work an 

hour or two or all morning! Thanks to 

WS Building and Grounds Committee, 

chaired by Mack Wilkins, and the Garden 

Club, led by Emily McCoy, and Cleaning 

Crew, led by Anne Drennan, for 

coordinating.  

Out & About: Kathy Pitman and 

Clarence Birkhead invite all vaccinated 

WSBC LGBTQ members and our friends 

to Out and About at their home on 

November 13. We'll gather at 6:30. Bring 

food and drink to share. Questions? Call 

Gordon Whitaker (919 918-3658). 

Inside Small Group Gatherings 
We continue to offer space in Room 102 

for inside small group gatherings with the 

protocols we have put in place: masking 

at all times indoors, no eating, social 

distancing. If you would like to schedule 

https://www.plasticfilmrecycling.org/recycling-bags-and-wraps/find-drop-off-location/
https://www.plasticfilmrecycling.org/recycling-bags-and-wraps/find-drop-off-location/
https://www.plasticfilmrecycling.org/recycling-bags-and-wraps/find-drop-off-location/
https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving


a time indoors, please contact Sherrill 

Figuera at sherrill@wattsstreet.org. 

Contact the church office for a copy of 

the guidelines.

 
 

LOOKING AHEAD

White Too Long Conversations continue 

Wednesday, November 17. The small 

groups are set for our White Too Long 

book discussions. If you signed up, you 

will be hearing from your facilitator with a 

few details for your final gathering on 

Wednesday, November 17. Thanks to all 

who signed up and who have worked hard 

to organize and support this endeavor. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
Nov. 7 Youth Bonfire at the Lutz Farm 

Nov. 13 Fall Church Workday 

Nov. 13 Out & About: Pitman/Birkhead 

home 

Nov. 14 Pledge Sunday 

Nov. 17 White Too Long book groups 

Nov. 23 Thanksgiving Communion Service 

(Zoom) 

Nov. 28 Advent I – Return to worship in 

the WSBC sanctuary 

 

MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 

CHURCH STAFF:  Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office 

Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth 

and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Melody Zentner, Director of Music Ministries. 

 

mailto:sherrill@wattsstreet.org


 
 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

Sunday, November 7 – All Saints Sunday 

 9:30 a.m. Life Together Class, Zoom 

 10:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper 

preaching 

 11:15 a.m. Bible Workbench, Zoom 

 11:30 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class, 

Zoom 

 12:30 p.m. Faith Journeys Class, Zoom 

 3:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 

Sanctuary 

 4:30 p.m. Youth Group Fall Bonfire, 

The Lutz Farm 

Monday, November 8 

 9:00 a.m. Candle Wrapping, 102 

 6:00 p.m. IT Committee, Zoom 

 7:00 p.m. Boys Scouts, Fellowship Hall 

 7:00 p.m. Youth Education Ministry 

Committee, Zoom 

 7:30 p.m. Stewardship Committee, 

Zoom 

Tuesday, November 9 

 1:00 p.m. Staff Mtg., Zoom 

 6:30 p.m. Adult Education Ministry 

Committee, Zoom 

 6:30 p.m. Missions Committee, Zoom 

 7:00 p.m. Building & Grounds 

Committee, Zoom 

Wednesday, November 10 

 9:30 a.m. Staff Minister’s Mtg., Zoom 

 7:30 p.m. Personnel Committee, Zoom 

Thursday, November 11 

 7:30 a.m. Men’s Breakfast, Elmo’s 

 7:00 p.m. Adult Seminar Class, Zoom 

Saturday, November 13 

 8:30 a.m. Fall Church Workday 

 6:30 p.m. Out & About, 

Pitman/Birkhead home 

Sunday, November 14 – Pledge Sunday 

 9:30 a.m. Life Together Class, Zoom 

 10:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper 

preaching 

 11:15 a.m. Bible Workbench, Zoom 

 11:30 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class, 

Zoom 

 12:30 p.m. Faith Journeys Class, Zoom 

 1:00 p.m. Creation Care Ministry 

Meeting, Zoom 

 3:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 

Sanctuary 

 4:30 p.m. Youth Group, Urban Avenue 

parking lot  

 

 

 


