
 

 
“Stop and imagine for a minute. Think and imagine. Think and imagine a 
world where love is the way. 

 

 

Imagine our homes and families when 
love is the way. Imagine our 
neighborhoods and communities where 
love is the way. Imagine governments 
and nations where love is the way. 
Imagine business and commerce when 
love is the way. Imagine this tired old 
world when love is the way. When love 
is the way — unselfish, sacrificial, 
redemptive — when love is the way, 
then no child will go to bed hungry in 
this world ever again. When love is the 
way, we will let justice roll down like a 
mighty stream, and righteousness like 
an ever-flowing brook. 

When love is the way, poverty would become history. When love is the 
way, the earth will be a sanctuary. When love is the way, we will lay our 
swords and shields down by the riverside to study war no more. When 
love is the way, there’s plenty of room for all of God’s children. When love 
is the way, we actually treat each other, well, like we are actually family.” 

― Bishop Michael Curry 
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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

OCTOBER 31, 2021 

THE THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

GATHERING 

Hymn 42: “Sing and Rejoice”............................................................... SING AND REJOICE 

 

Prelude: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” ................................. Johann Gottfried Walther 

Welcome – Dorisanne Cooper  

PRAISING GOD 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:   And also with you. 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 

Call to Worship  

Minister: Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
People: Let us sing praises to God as long as we live. 

Minister: Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is no help. 

People: Happy are those whose help is in God, who made heaven and earth;  

Minister: The One who keeps faith forever; the One who defends the oppressed and 

feeds the hungry. 

People: The Lord our God will reign forever, for all generations.  Praise the Lord!  

(From Psalm 146)  

 

 



*Hymn 5: “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” ..................................................... AZMON 

Children are invited to walk behind the sound/video table  

and meet Esther at the steps to the playground for Sunday School activities. 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister: “Which commandment is the greatest?”  What is most important in life and in 

faith?  Let us center our hearts on these things and on God’s presence.  We offer our 

prayers of confession, first in silence. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  Holy God, you call us to love you with all our heart, and with 

all our soul, and with all our mind.  Forgive us when selfishness takes up too much 

of our hearts, when worry seems to crowd wonder out of our souls, when fear 

causes us to close our minds to anything new.  Holy God, you call us to bear with 

one another in love.  Forgive us when we cannot love our neighbors.  Forgive us 

when we cannot love ourselves.  Free us to love as completely as you love us.  

Amen.  

Assurance of Pardon 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer – Esther Soud Parker 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: Mark 12:28-34  

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Sermon – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 

Interlude: “According to Thy Kindness, O God” ...................... Johann Gottfried Walther 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

Stewardship Reflection  

Invitation 

*Hymn 546: “Amazing Grace!” ..................................................................... NEW BRITAIN 

Benediction 



Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”................................ Johann Gottfried Walther 

 

As you depart, you are invited to place an offering in the basket on the worship table  

or give online at www.wattsstreet.org. 
 

 

 

 

Worship Leaders: Tom Bloom, Dorisanne Cooper, Esther Soud Parker, Kelly Sasser, Melody Zentner 

Music Notes: Prelude, Interlude, and Postlude: Public Domain 

Hymn Credits: © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-700000. All rights reserved.   

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

Watts Street Baptist Church   (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 
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Watts Street Weekly 
Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     

www.wattsstreet.org 

OCTOBER 31, 2021 

TODAY

Welcome to all who worship with us 

today! Whether you are with us in the 

church parking lot or watching on your 

computer from home, we gladly say, 

Thank God you are here!   

During the month of November, our 

outdoor services will continue at 10 

a.m.  Please plan to arrive early each 

week to greet one another and set up. 

Be sure to bring your mask and a chair 

(we have some folding chairs available) 

and spread out for social distance.   

The livestream service will begin a few 

minutes after 10 a.m. and can be found 

on the Watts Street Baptist Church 

Facebook page. You do not need a 

Facebook account to watch the video. 

(You can click “not now” when 

Facebook prompts you to create an 

account.) You can watch the service in 

“real time” or watch the video of the 

service at a later time.  

Indoor worship begins on Sunday, 

November 28, Advent I. We’ve been 

very fortunate with the weather each 

week for outdoor worship and hope that 

will be the case for just a few more 

Sundays before we move back in to the 

sanctuary. We will continue to 

livestream each service for those unable 

or uncomfortable gathering. 

Outdoor Children’s Sunday School 

continues today after the first hymn. We 

meet at 10 a.m. for the first part of 

worship and then move to the 

playground for preschool and children’s 

Sunday School classes. We’ll wear 

masks and follow COVID-19 protocol.  

The Children’s Mission Offering 

Challenge began on Children’s 

Sabbath.  All 1st – 5th graders received 

$10 from the Missions Committee along 

with information about the Mission 

Offering Challenge. We encourage 

children to invest or spend the money 

on a mission project of their choice and 

then share a report with Esther on how 

they used their mission money. To learn 

more about the Children’s Mission 

Offering Challenge contact Esther Soud 

Parker.  

Youth Group: no activities tonight.  

Rest up after the Great Pumpkin Party 

and get ready for the Fall Bazaar next 

weekend!  



Clean Team Helpers Needed --- Join a 

team of men and women once a week, 

or occasionally, who are making the 

church shine in preparation for 

reopening. The work day varies but we 

typically work ~ 2 mid-morning hours 

or as long as you can. Nooks and 

crannies that haven’t seen the light of 

day are being swept, mopped, and 

damp-dusted. Masks and social 

distancing are observed. You can also 

work from home refurbishing our brass 

candlesticks. Contact Anne Drennan 

(919-489-2942, 

adrennan1015@gmail.com) for more 

information. 

Creation Care Tip: Good Advice 

From the past makes sense today: 

Use It Up, Wear it Out, Make it Do, or, 

Do Without. 

October Missions Baskets: We are 

collecting donations for Meals on 

Wheels of Durham (MOW). The MOW 

Wish List includes various common 

items (trash bags, sandwich bags, 

cleaning wipes, etc.) office supplies 

(such as staplers, copy paper, file folder 

labels, and the like), and miscellaneous 

items (such as gas cards for volunteer 

drivers and dog food.). You may also 

check the Amazon Wish List to see 

what other items are needed right now, 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wi

shlist/3FZB9AVNS5OX9?ref%5F=cm

%5Fsw%5Fr%5Fcp%5Fep%5Fws%5F

bOwhAbPRQPQRY&pldnSite=1. 

Donations should be brought to the 

church office. Contact: Bob Kruhm 

rkruhm@nc.rr.com. 

Stewardship 2022: Renew, Reunite, 

and Reconnect:  Next week, you will 

receive an important letter in your 

mailbox. It’s from your Stewardship 

Committee as we begin our annual 

pledge campaign to meet our 

aspirational budget, leaving room for 

God’s spirit to flourish as needs arise. 

The letter will direct you to fill out a 

card online, drop one in the offering 

plate, or mail one back (even if your 

pledge remains the same and is auto-

drafted). If you intend to give but not 

pledge, please indicate on a pledge card, 

too. Taking your individual 

circumstances into account, respond as 

boldly as you can so that we may 

continue to support the work started 

here at the corner of Urban Avenue and 

Watts Street. 

WSBC Financial Ministry Plan 

Report 

Weekly Revenue: $4,900.00 

Year to Date Income: $637,606.25 

Annual 2021 Ministry Plan Budget 

Goal: $905,521 

WSBC Text Giving through your 

phone is a way you can give to the 

Budget and Minute for Mission.  For 

instructions, visit 

https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving.  
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THIS WEEK AND NEXT SUNDAY

It’s Candle Wrapping Time! We need 

all available volunteers to wrap Love 

Feast candles. Beginning November 1, 

we meet every Monday at 9 a.m., in 

room 102, and continue until we finish 

the job. For more information, contact 

Becky Dodson (919-471-1832). 

Creation Care Webinar: Green 

Burial and Aquamation.  Monday, 

November 1 at 6:30 pm on Zoom.  In 

recognition of All Saints Day, please 

join Watts Street's Creation Care 

Mission for a webinar session about the 

impacts of modern mortuary practices 

and the solution provided by alternative 

practices, both modern and traditional.  

Check your congregational email or 

contact the church office for the Zoom 

link.  

White Too Long Conversations 

continue Wednesday, November 3. 
The small groups are set for our White 

Too Long book discussions. If you 

signed up, you will be hearing from 

your facilitator with a few details for 

your next gathering on Wednesday, 

November 3. Thanks to all who signed 

up and who have worked hard to 

organize and support this endeavor. 

Daylight Saving Time Ends: 

Remember to move your clocks back 

one hour on Saturday evening, 

November 6. 

 

 

 

44th Annual WSBC Fall Bazaar 

Shop online for  

handmade items, soups,  

baked goods, and more at 

www.wsbcbazaar.com/ 

(site closes on Nov. 5 at 5 pm) 

Pick Up Day + Live Music 

Saturday, November 6 

10 am – 12 pm 

Church parking lot off of Watts Street 

Come pick up your Bazaar orders and  

stay for the Hot Cider and Cool Jazz! 

Featuring live music by The Blue Notes 

(New Orleans Style Dixieland Jazz) 

Bring your mask and a lawn chair  

(we’ll have some folding chairs on hand) 

Proceeds from the Fall Bazaar support  

the Good Shepherd Window restoration 

and our 2022 Youth Summer 

Service/Learning Experiences. 

 

Notes for Fall Bazaar donors: THANK 

YOU for all your creative and tasty 

offerings!  Remember to wear a mask 

and wash hands while doing food prep.  

Donated items can be brought to the 

church fellowship hall between Sunday, 

October 31 and Friday, November 5. 

(Baked items should be brought on 

November 5.) Cold foods can be put in 

the refrigerator or freezer of the church 

kitchen. Please be sure to clearly label 

your items and include your name. If, 

by chance, your food item does not sell 

by November 2, you have the option to 

http://www.wsbcbazaar.com/


take it off the website and not prepare 

that food item. You are also welcome to 

leave it on the site and see if it sells 

later in the week. 

We want to do our best to honor the 

church’s Creation Care Proclamation 

and avoid using Styrofoam or single use 

plastics. If you are preparing food, we 

have paper quart/pint containers and 

boxes for cakes and 

cookies/brownies/cupcakes available on 

a table in the fellowship hall. You may 

want to check with the church office 

before you drive over to make sure we 

have what you need in stock.  Thanks 

again! 

All Saints’ Sunday: Next Sunday, 

November 7, we remember and give 

thanks for our loved ones who died 

since last year’s All Saints’ Sunday. 

During the worship service, we will 

place white roses in memory of Watts 

Street members Agnes Bordeaux, Ed 

Bratcher, Carol Jones, Jenny Lee, 

Norma Lester, Patsy Perry, Pat Travis, 

and Ralph Turlington. 

Inside Small Group Gatherings 
We continue to offer space in Room 

102 for inside small group gatherings 

with the protocols we have put in place: 

masking at all times indoors, no eating, 

social distancing. If you would like to 

schedule a time indoors, please contact 

Sherrill Figuera at 

sherrill@wattsstreet.org. Contact the 

church office for a copy of the 

guidelines. 

 
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD

Fall Church Workday – Saturday, 

November 13. We invite you to join us 

for this time to continue sprucing things 

up around the church, inside and outside. 
Coffee and light breakfast snacks ready 

at 8:30 a.m. Bring your lawn/garden 

power tools and hand garden tools. 

Work an hour or two or all morning! 

Thanks to WS Building and Grounds 

Committee, chaired by Mack Wilkins, 

and the Garden Club, led by Emily 

McCoy, and Cleaning Crew, led by 

Anne Drennan, for coordinating.  

Out & About: Kathy Pitman and 

Clarence Birkhead invite all vaccinated 

WSBC LGBTQ members and our 

friends to Out and About at their home 

on November 13. We'll gather at 6:30. 

Bring food and drink to share. 

Questions? Call Gordon Whitaker (919 

918-3658). 

SAVE THE DATE 
Nov. 7 Youth Bonfire at the Lutz Farm 

Nov. 13 Fall Church Workday 

Nov. 13 Out & About: Pitman/Birkhead 

home 

Nov. 14 Pledge Sunday 
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MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER 

CHURCH STAFF:  Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office 

Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth 

and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Cara Valenti, Youth Choir Director; Melody Zentner, 

Director of Music Ministries. 

 



 
 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

Sunday, October 31 

 9:30 a.m. Life Together Class, Zoom 

 10:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper 

preaching 

 11:15 a.m. Bible Workbench, Zoom 

 11:30 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class, 

Zoom 

 12:30 p.m. Faith Journeys Class, Zoom 

Monday, November 1 

 9:00 a.m. Candle Wrapping, 102 

 6:30 p.m. Creation Care Webinar: 

Green Burial & Aqumation, 

Zoom 

 7:00 p.m. Boys Scouts, Urban Ave 

 7:30 p.m. Stewardship Committee, 

Zoom 

Tuesday, November 2 

 1:00 p.m. Staff Mtg., Zoom 

 7:00 p.m. Building & Grounds 

Committee, Zoom 

 7:30 p.m. Children’s Education Ministry 

Committee, Zoom 

 

Wednesday, November 3 

 9:30 a.m. Staff Minister’s Mtg., Zoom 

 1:00 p.m. Movie Matinee – The Straight 

Story, 102 

 6:30 p.m. White Too Long Discussion 

Groups, Zoom, Freeman 

home 

Thursday, November 4 

 7:00 p.m. Adult Seminar Class, Zoom 

Saturday, November 6 

 10:00 a.m. WSBC Fall Bazaar pick up & 

the Blue Notes concert, Watts 

Street parking lot 

Sunday, November 7 – All Saints Sunday 

 9:30 a.m. Life Together Class, Zoom 

 10:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper 

preaching 

 11:15 a.m. Bible Workbench, Zoom 

 11:30 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class, 

Zoom 

 12:30 p.m. Faith Journeys Class, Zoom 

 4:30 p.m. Youth Group Fall Bonfire, 

The Lutz Farm 
 

 

 


