OCTOBER 17, 2021
WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH
DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA

THE WORSHIP OF GOD
OCTOBER 17, 2021
THE TWENTY FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
CHILDREN’S SABBATH
GATHERING
Hymn 42: “Sing and Rejoice”............................................................... SING AND REJOICE

Prelude: “We Thank Thee, Lord Jesus Christ” .............................. Johann Sebastian Bach
Welcome – Dorisanne Cooper
Creation Care Focus
Statement of Worship – Esther Soud Parker

PRAISING GOD
Child:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lighting of the Christ Candle
Call to Worship
Child:

God created heaven and earth, sun, moon, and stars,
rivers, lakes and oceans, flowers, ferns, and fir trees,
sunfish, sharks, and bees, children, grownups, and all people.

People:

And God saw that it was good.

Child:

God put man and woman in the garden,
and asked them to till and keep it.

People:

How manifold are your works, O Lord.
In wisdom you have made them all.

Child:

Do you not know? Have you not heard?
The Lord is the Everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.

Child:

God will not grow tired or weary. And those who wait for the Lord shall
renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles.

Child:

Eagles – fast, great-eye, soaring, diving, perching, driving down to
earth, soaring through the sky, bird on mountaintop.

People:

How manifold are your works, O Lord.
In wisdom you have made them all.

*Hymn 22: “All Creatures of Our God and King” ........................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN
Preschoolers are invited to walk behind the sound/video table
and meet Karin Oliver at the steps to the playground for Sunday School.

PRAYING TOGETHER
Child: If we say we have no sin, we are fooling ourselves. None of us is perfect; we all
make mistakes. God knows that. If we confess our sin, we open ourselves to receive
the gift of God’s forgiveness and recognize a fresh start to do better. Let us offer our
prayers of confession, first in silence.
Prayers of Confession in Silence
Corporate Confession: Creator God, You fill the earth and sea and sky with life.
Forgive us our neglect of your creation, the choking waste of our pollution, the
damage done by careless habits, and our indifference to future generations. Help
us to lift our voice for lasting change and to live well and gently on the earth.
Amen
Assurance of Pardon
People: Thanks be to God.
Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

TENDING TO THE WORD
Gospel: Mark 10:35-45
Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ.
People: May the Spirit grant us understanding.
Meditation – Esther Soud Parker
Silence
Interlude: “I Call to Thee, Lord Jesus Christ” ............................... Johann Sebastian Bach

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH
Stewardship Reflection
Invitation
*Hymn 61: “All Things Bright and Beautiful” .................................................ROYAL OAK
Benediction
Carrying the Light into the World
Postlude: “In Thee Is Gladness” ................................................... Johann Sebastian Bach
As you depart, you are invited to place an offering in the basket on the worship table
or give online at www.wattsstreet.org.
Worship Leaders: Tom Bloom, Dorisanne Cooper, Esther Soud Parker, Melody Zentner
Bulletin Cover Art: Child
Worship Litanies: Call to Worship written by the WSBC Elementary Sunday School Class. Call to
Confession from the Children’s Defense Fund. Prayer of Confession from Steven Croft. Prayers of the
People from Carlos J. Correa Bernier and Alan Paton.
Music Notes: Prelude, Interlude, and Postlude: Public Domain
Hymn Credits: © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE
LICENSE, License #A-700000. All rights reserved.
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church
to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,
sexual orientation, or any other distinction.
We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.”
We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation.
We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere.
Watts Street Baptist Church (919) 688-1366
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OCTOBER 17, 2021
TODAY
Welcome to all who worship with us
today! Whether you are with us in the
church parking lot or watching on your
computer from home, we gladly say,
Thank God you are here!
During the month of October, our
outdoor services start at 10 a.m. Please
plan to arrive early each week to greet
one another and set up. Be sure to bring
your mask and a chair (we have some
folding chairs available) and spread out
for social distance.
The livestream service will begin a few
minutes after 10 a.m. and can be found
on the Watts Street Baptist Church
Facebook page. You do not need a
Facebook account to watch the video.
(You can click “not now” when
Facebook prompts you to create an
account.) You can watch the service in
“real time” or watch the video of the
service at a later time.
Today is Children’s Sabbath. It’s a
time to lift up and celebrate children
among us, offer prayers for children
everywhere and remind ourselves of
God’s call to work for justice for all
children. Our Children’s Sabbath

worship service focuses on God’s gift
of creation and how we might listen for
the many ways God may be speaking to
us about caring for creation. The service
will be led by our children through a
creative litany, prayers, and scripture
reading.
Outdoor Preschool Sunday School
continues today after the first hymn. We
meet at 10 a.m. for the first part of
worship and then move to the
playground for preschool Sunday
School classes. We’ll wear masks and
follow COVID-19 protocol.
Children’s Mission Offering
Challenge begins today! All 1st – 5th
graders will receive $10 from the
Missions Committee along with
information about the Mission Offering
Challenge. We encourage children to
invest or spend the money on a mission
project of their choice and then share a
report with Esther on how they used
their mission money. To learn more
about the Children’s Mission Offering
Challenge contact Esther Soud Parker.
Creation Care Ministry News: Faiths
4 Climate Justice. We are 2 weeks’

away from UN climate negotiations in
Glasgow, Scotland, and people of
diverse religions are rising together in a
global, grassroots, multi-faith action
called Faiths 4 Climate Justice to show
that “destroying the planet is against our
religions”. Fires, droughts, and floods
are happening around the globe leaving
poverty, trauma, and injustice in their
wake. Governments and other
institutions have failed to meet the Paris
Agreement pledge made 6 years ago
We believe we are facing a true
emergency and our faith requires a
transformational response.
On Sunday, October 17, people of faith
will unfurl banners, ring bells, sound
gongs, and pray, to show support. On
Monday, clergy will line up at local
government buildings, banks, and
investment houses to deliver demands
in person. On Monday at 5 pm, if you
can, join others to form a Human Prayer
Chain for Climate Justice along Wade
Avenue in Raleigh. The prayer chain
begins at the Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship (UUFR) and will extend as
far down Wade Avenue as there are
souls to go! Parking is available at
UUFR, 3313 Wade Avenue, and at
Community United Church of Christ,
814 Dixie Trail at Wade Avenue.
Creation Care Tip: Wondering what to
do with your old technology? A local
business makes recycling these items
very simple. Triangle Ecycling is at
2717 Western Bypass (parallel to 15501 between Cornwallis and Pickett

Roads in Durham). Their friendly,
helpful staff say to bring any old
electronics. There is a large receptacle
outside. Triangle Ecycling refurbishes
computers and tablets and provides
them to schools. Click here for the link
to their website: triangleecyling.com.
“Bring a Friend to Youth Group”
Night! Tonight, 4:30-6:45 p.m., in the
Urban Ave. lot. We’ll play lots of fun
mixers and icebreakers, enjoy supper
together, sing a few songs, have a brief
devotion, and share a little about our
youth group. It’s a great opportunity
for us to meet new people and practice
hospitality! We’ll meet outside and
wear masks (except when eating supper
when we’ll spread further out). Thanks
to our youth for planning this fun event!
October Missions Baskets: We are
collecting donations for Meals on
Wheels of Durham (MOW). The MOW
Wish List includes various common
items (trash bags, sandwich bags,
cleaning wipes, etc.) office supplies
(such as staplers, copy paper, file folder
labels, and the like), and miscellaneous
items (such as gas cards for volunteer
drivers and dog food.). You may also
check the Amazon Wish List to see
what other items are needed right now,
https://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wi
shlist/3FZB9AVNS5OX9?ref%5F=cm
%5Fsw%5Fr%5Fcp%5Fep%5Fws%5F
bOwhAbPRQPQRY&pldnSite=1.
Donations should be brought to the
church office. Contact: Bob Kruhm
rkruhm@nc.rr.com.

Stewardship 2022: Renew, Reunite,
and Reconnect: All of us are ready to
connect and reconnect our spirits by
being in community with you. We are
called to love God as God loves us and
to love others in this complicated world.
Join fellow pilgrims at WSBC as you
ponder how you can contribute your
time, talents, and resources in 2022.
What can you and your family promise
as your faithful response to continuing
God’s work here at church, in the
greater community, and in the world?

WSBC Financial Ministry Plan
Report
Weekly Revenue: $6,043.00
Year to Date Income: $592,951.58
Annual 2021 Ministry Plan Budget
Goal: $905,521
WSBC Text Giving through your
phone is a way you can give to the
Budget and Minute for Mission. For
instructions, visit
https://wattsstreet.org/text-giving.

THIS WEEK AND NEXT SUNDAY
White Too Long Conversations
continue Wednesday, October 20. The
small groups are set for our White Too
Long book discussions. If you signed
up, you will be hearing from your
facilitator with a few details for your
next gathering on Wednesday, October
20. Thanks to all who signed up and
who have worked hard to organize and
support this endeavor.
The 29th Annual Vigil Against
Violence will be held outdoors
Saturday, October 23, at 10:00 a.m., on
the grounds of Elizabeth Street United
Methodist Church (1209 N. Elizabeth
Street). Join us to honor and remember
38 lives taken from us by violence in
Durham County during 2020. Over 90%
(35 of 38) ended by gunshot wounds.
The Religious Coalition for a
Nonviolent Durham.

Fall Church Meeting, Sunday,
October 24: Make plans to join us for
our community gathering at 1 p.m. on
Zoom. We'll send a link in next
Friday's email. We'll discuss and vote
on our 2022 budget, and get updates on
Indoor Worship Re-gathering,
Livestreaming progress, our 2022
Stewardship Campaign, and Church
Council's recent decision around last
year's surplus. We hope to see you
there!
Church Council Communication:
We hope you saw Wednesday's email
from Church Council about one of their
recent decisions. If not, contact the
church office for a copy of the email.
We look forward to sharing more about
this at the church meeting on October
24 or in conversations between now and
then.

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR
Sunday, October 17-Children’s Sabbath
9:30 a.m. Life Together Class, Zoom
10:00 a.m. Worship – Esther Soud Parker
preaching
11:15 a.m. Bible Workbench, Zoom
11:30 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class,
Zoom
12:30 p.m. Faith Journeys Class, Zoom
3:45 p.m. Choir Sing, Watts Street lot
4:30 p.m. Youth Group, Urban Avenue
lot
Monday, October 18
7:00 p.m. Boys Scouts, Urban Ave
7:30 p.m. Stewardship Committee,
Zoom
Tuesday, October 19
12:00 p.m. Book Club, Room 102
1:00 p.m. Staff Mtg., Zoom
7:0 p.m. Deacons, Zoom
Wednesday, October 20
9:30 a.m. Staff Minister’s Mtg., Zoom

6:30 p.m. White Too Long Discussion
Groups, Zoom, Freeman
home
Thursday, October 15
7:00 p.m. Adult Seminar Class, Zoom
Saturday, October 23
8:00 a.m. Youth YAM JAM Gleaning
Project
Sunday, October 24
9:30 a.m. Life Together Class, Zoom
10:00 a.m. Worship – Dorisanne Cooper
preaching
11:15 a.m. Bible Workbench, Zoom
11:30 a.m. Faith Perspectives Class,
Zoom
12:30 p.m. Faith Journeys Class, Zoom
1:00 p.m. Fall Church Meeting, Zoom
3:45 p.m. Choir Sing, Watts Street lot
4:30 p.m. Youth Group, Urban Avenue
lot

LOOKING AHEAD
Inside Small Group Gatherings
We continue to offer space in Room 102
for inside small group gatherings with
the protocols we have put in place:
masking at all times indoors, no eating,
social distancing. If you would like to
schedule a time indoors, please be in
touch with Sherrill Figuera
(sherrill@wattsstreet.org). Contact the
church office for a copy of the
guidelines.

It’s Candle Wrapping Time! We need
all available volunteers to wrap Love
Feast candles. Beginning November 1,
we meet every Monday at 9 a.m., in
room 102, and continue until we finish
the job. For more information, contact
Becky Dodson (919-471-1832).

th

44 Annual WSBC Fall Bazaar
Shop online (website coming soon)
for handmade items, soups,
baked goods, and more
Saturday, November 6
10 am – 12 pm
Parking lot off of Watts Street
Come to pick up your Bazaar orders and
stay for the Hot Cider and Cool Jazz!
Featuring live music by The Blue Notes
(New Orleans Style Dixieland Jazz)
Bring your mask and a lawn chair
(we’ll have some folding chairs on hand)
Proceeds from the Fall Bazaar support the
Good Shepherd Window restoration and
our 2022 Youth Summer Service/Learning
Experiences.

Calling Watts Street Artisans! If you
are able to sew, make handmade craft
items, donate artwork or photography,
make and jar soups, bake bread, cakes or
other sweet treats, we’d love to have
your support. Please send a photo and/or
information about the items you can
donate to kelly@wattsstreet.org.
Fall Church Workday – Saturday,
November 13. We invite you to join us
for this time to continue sprucing things
up around the church, inside and outside.

Coffee and light breakfast snacks ready
at 8:30 a.m. Bring your lawn/garden
power tools and hand garden tools.
Work an hour or two or all morning!
Thanks to WS Building and Grounds
Committee, chaired by Mack Wilkins,
and the Garden Club, led by Emily
McCoy, and Cleaning Crew, led by
Anne Drennan, for coordinating.
Out & About: Kathy Pitman and
Clarence Birkhead invite all vaccinated
WSBC LGBTQ members and our
friends to Out and About at their home
on November 13. We'll gather at 6:30.
Bring food and drink to share.
Questions? Call Gordon Whitaker (919
918-3658).

SAVE THE DATE
Oct. 17
Oct. 23
Oct. 24
Nov. 6
Nov. 7
Nov. 7
Nov. 13
Nov. 13
Nov. 14

Children’s Sabbath
Youth YAM JAM Gleaning
Fall Church Meeting
WSBC Fall Bazaar/Outdoor
Concert by the Blue Notes
All Saints’ Sunday
Youth Bonfire at the Lutz Farm
Fall Church Workday
Out & About at
Pitman/Birkhead home
Pledge Sunday

MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH--EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER
CHURCH STAFF: Tom Bloom, Organist; Dorisanne Cooper, Senior Minister; Sherrill Figuera, Office
Manager; Esther Soud Parker, Minister with Children and Their Families; Kelly Sasser, Minister with Youth
and Their Families; Bobby Sturdivant, Custodian; Cara Valenti, Youth Choir Director; Melody Zentner,
Director of Music Ministries.

