
 

REACH BEYOND MISSION 2021 
 

 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because God has anointed me  
to bring good news to the poor. 
God has sent me to proclaim 
release to the captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

 
“TODAY this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

Luke 4:16-21 
 

 

AUGUST 15, 2021 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

AUGUST 15, 2021 

THE TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

YOUTH SUNDAY 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome – Kelly Sasser 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:   And also with you. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Prelude in F Major” ....................................................... Johann Sebastian Bach 

PRAISING GOD 

Call to Worship  

Minister: Today is the day! 

People: Today is the day! 

Minister: Today is the day God cares for the integrity of creation, wills the healing and 

wholeness of all life, weeps at the plunder of earth’s goodness. 

People: And so shall we. 

Minister: Today is the day God embraces all hues of humanity, delights in diversity 

and difference, favors solidarity transforming strangers into friends. 

People: And so shall we. 

Minister: Today is the day God cries with the masses of starving people, despises 

growing disparity between rich and poor, demands justice for workers in the 

marketplace.  

People: And so shall we. 

Minister: Today is the day God deplores violence in our homes and streets, rebukes 

the world’s warring madness, humbles the powerful and lifts up the lowly. 

People: And so shall we. 

 

 

 



Minister: Today is the day God calls for nations and peoples to live in peace, 

celebrates where justice and mercy embrace, exults when the wolf grazes 

with the lamb. 

People: And so shall we. 

Minister: Today is the day God brings good news to the poor, proclaims release to the 

captives, gives sight to the blind, and sets the oppressed free. 

People: And so shall we. 

Minister: Today is the day! 

People: Today is the day! 

Hymn 140: “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”  .......................................................SHEFFIELD 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Howard Thurman said, “In the stillness of the quiet, if we listen, we can hear the 

whisper of the heart giving strength to weakness, courage to fear, hope to 

despair.”  Let us enter into a time of prayer, first in silence. 

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  O Christ, you lived simply yet still you caused uproar and 

questions everywhere; you drew the expectations of hungry crowds and brought 

buried conflicts to the light.  We confess that we are sometimes swayed by the 

crowd’s approval and often avoid conflict for fear of its cost to us.  Give us the 

strength to hold fast to the gospel of peace and justice.  Give us the courage to 

follow faithfully in your way of compassion and solidarity with those who are poor 

and excluded, wherever it may lead us.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

Morning Prayers – Youth 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: Luke 4:16-21 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

 

 

 



Reflections  

Salvation is possible TODAY!  

Compassion is possible TODAY!  

Kin-dom is possible TODAY!  

Transformation is possible TODAY!  

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS  

Offertory Sentences  

Minister:   Jesus rolled up the scroll and said, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in 

your hearing.”  (Luke 4:21)  

People:  As followers of Jesus, may our gifts and our lives be used to bring good 

news to the poor, proclaim release to the captives, and bring wholeness and 

healing to all who are hurting and oppressed. 

Receiving Our Gifts 

Youth sing: “I Will Sing of Your Love, Love, Love”  ....................... Christopher Grundy 

Slide Show from WSBC Youth Summer 2021 Bull City Week of Service and Fun 

Doxology......................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

Invitation  

Hymn 683: “O for a World”  .................................................................................. AZMON 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Fugue in F Major” ......................................................... Johann Sebastian Bach 

 

 

 



Corporate Confession adapted from Monthly Prayers on the Christian Aid website. 

Music Credits: Prelude and Postlude: Public Domain. 

Hymn Credits: © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-700000. All rights reserved. 

Music Note: Today’s Prelude and Fugue are number 4 from the “Eight Short [Little] Preludes and  

Fugues.”  Thou attributed to J.S. Bach, recent research suggests that they were mostly likely composed 

around 1750 (the year Bach died) by Johann Fischer, though they could be by almost any student or 

admirer of Bach.  The set as a whole are considered didactic in nature as they contain many 

compositional forms, presence and absence of pedal, manual changes, and opportunities for many 

registrations based on texture and key. 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin, 

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

Watts Street Baptist Church   (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


 



 


