“Never once did Jesus scan the room for the best example of holy living
and send that person out to tell others about him. He always sent stumblers
and sinners. I find that comforting...
…it has been my experience that what makes us the saints of God is not
our ability to be saintly but rather God’s ability to work through sinners.”
Nadia Bolz-Weber, Accidental Saints: Finding God in All the Wrong People
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GATHERING
Chimes
Welcome – Kelly Sasser
Minute for Mission: El Futuro
Minister: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light
Prelude: “Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now” .......................... Johann Gottfried Walther

PRAISING GOD
Call to Worship
Minister: Some trust in earthly kingdoms or boast of earthly possessions,
but we praise the name of the Lord of hosts!
People: Should all else collapse in a heap, we shall stand up tall.
Minister: Do not be impressed by the outward appearance of a person,
for God does not see like we do, but looks into the heart.
People: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation.
Old things are obsolete, all things become new!
Hymn 140: “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” ........................................................SHEFFIELD
Time with Children – Esther Soud Parker

PRAYING TOGETHER
Minister: Let us come before God and each other – the last, the least secure, the first,
the most likely to succeed – each with confidence that God is listening and willing
to forgive. We offer our prayers of confession, first in silence.
Prayers of Confession in Silence

Corporate Confession: Holy One, surprised when you call us to lead, we doubt our
God-given abilities and your wisdom. Instead, we seek leaders who assure us they
will do those things that further our well-being, rather than your will. We surround
ourselves with comfort and with like-minded friends, while insulating ourselves
from those who seem “different.” We judge others based on their capabilities, their
degrees, their rank and status. Forgive us. Open our eyes to our narrow-mindedness
and our hearts to trust you to provide the way forward. Help us see the good in your
unexpected ways, and extraordinary leadership. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon
People: Thanks be to God.
Pastoral Prayer – Tom Bloom

TENDING TO THE WORD
Old Testament: I Samuel 15:34-16:13
Minister: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Meditation – Wayde Marsh
Silence

OFFERING OUR GIFTS
Minister: David led when called – imperfectly, but obedient to God. Christ led by
example – perfectly obedient to God, offering himself in service to others.
People: Let us live into and share the gifts God has given us – our talents, our
resources, and our very lives.
Receiving Our Gifts
Stewardship of Time and Talents: Walltown Neighborhood Food Pantry and
WSBC Visitation Ministry
Doxology............................................................................. LASST UNS ERFREUEN
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Prayer of Dedication

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH
Invitation
Hymn 586: “Open My Eyes, That I May See” ........................................... OPEN MY EYES
Benediction
Carrying the Light into the World
Postlude: “At the Name of Jesus” ...................................................................... Paul Manz
At the Name of Jesus
Every knee shall bow,
Every tongue confess Him
King of glory now;
’Tis the Father’s pleasure
We should call him Lord,
Who from the beginning
Was the mighty Word.
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