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THE WORSHIP OF GOD
APRIL 25, 2021
THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
GATHERING
Chimes
Welcome – Dorisanne Cooper
Minister: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light
Prelude: “Many and Great, O God” ........................................................Carlton R. Young
Introduction and Stanza 1
Many and great, O God, are your works, maker of earth and sky.
Your hands have set the heavens with stars;
your fingers spread the mountains and plains.
Lo, at your word the waters were formed; deep seas obey your voice.

PRAISING GOD
Call to Worship
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:

Morning has broken!
We gather to greet the new day by praising God.
God created us for relationship with God, one another, and the earth.
Let us honor these relationships today and every day.
May we commit to new ways of honoring God’s creation as a means of
sharing Jesus’ transforming love.
And let us seek God’s grace, justice, and mercy for all.

Hymn 61: “All Things Bright and Beautiful” ..................................................ROYAL OAK
Time with Children – Esther Soud Parker

PRAYING TOGETHER
Minister: What does our relationship with the natural world tell others about our
relationship with the Creator? For those who are suffering from environmental
injustice or racism, those who do not have access to clean water, those who suffer
health impacts from air pollution and oceans overwhelmed with plastic, for the

next generation facing the fear of climate catastrophe, Lord, hear our prayer. We
offer now our prayers of petition and confession, first in silence.
Silent Prayer
Prayer for Faithful Leadership on Climate – Kelly Sasser
Minister: Creator God, we declare with joy and trust that our world belongs to you. For the
fierce love with which you hold us and the rest of your creation, we declare:
People: Our world belongs to God.
Minister: For creation’s awesome beauty and its bountiful provision, we declare:
People: Our world belongs to God.
Minister: For the manifold ways that it reveals your glory and draws us closer to you, we
declare:
People: Our world belongs to God.
Minister: Amidst its present groaning, we declare:
People: Our world, broken and scarred, still belongs to God.
Minister: To our leaders, gathering together to seek answers to the climate crisis, we declare:
People: Our world belongs to God.
Minister: May our leaders be motivated by compassion, and not by fear. May their goal be
justice and equity, not political posturing.
For the sake of the people and the ministries of your Church across the globe already
being affected by climate disruption, may we seek consensus over controversy,
action over apathy.
For the sake of our children and grandchildren, we confess our complicity in
creation’s degradation, recommit ourselves to our earth-keeping task, and gratefully
declare:
People: Our world belongs to God.
Minister: As your people, participating now in your ongoing work of renewal and longing for
the day when you will bring that work to completion, we declare:
People: Our world belongs to God.
Minister: Our world belongs to you.
People: Hallelujah! Come, Lord Jesus.

TENDING TO THE WORD
Readings: Job 12:7-10; Psalm 96:11-13a; 2 Peter 3:13
Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ.
People: May the Spirit grant us understanding.
Meditation – Dorisanne Cooper

Silence

OFFERING OUR GIFTS
Minister: We enjoy the beauty, diversity, and power of God’s creation. We are also
called to be its faithful stewards and caretakers so that future generations
might rejoice in it, too.
People: Let us offer back our gifts of money, skills, service, and commitment to our
ongoing shared work with our Creator.
Receiving Our Gifts
Offertory: “Ride On, King Jesus” ............................................................ arr. Hall Johnson
Doxology......................................................................................... LASST UNS ERFREUEN
Christ is alive! Let Christians sing, Let Christendom with praises
ring. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Christ is alive! This be our song! To God all praises now belong.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Prayer of Dedication

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH
“Building the Beloved Community”
Invitation
Hymn 62: “Creator God, Creating Still”............................................................... ST. ANNE
Benediction
Carrying the Light into the World
Postlude: “Many and Great, O God” (Stanza 2) .............................................. Mark Sedio
Grant unto us communion with you, O star-abiding One.
Come unto us and dwell with us;
with you are found the gifts of life.
Bless us with life that has no end, eternal life with you.
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