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PALM SUNDAY
AGAIN & AGAIN, WE DRAW ON COURAGE… On Palm Sunday, we remember that Jesus’ entry into
Jerusalem was not a risk-free, palm party. It was a protest parade—a protest against those in power, a
parade to prepare the way for a different kind of king. And this was all happening with plots to kill
Lazarus (and Jesus) building in the background. We’re reminded that the crowds were brave to show up
that day, and that Jesus drew on courage to face his journey to the cross. The root of courage is cour,
meaning “heart.” Courage is deep within us; we often find it when we most need it, when everything else
has been stripped away.

GATHERING
Chimes
Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations
Watts Street CROP Walk Event
Minister: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light
Prelude: “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” ......................................... Johann Sebastian Bach

PRAISING GOD
Call to Worship
Minister: The story of faith is a story of courage.
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:

It took courage for John the Baptist to prepare the way.
It took courage for Mary to say, “Here I am. Use me.”
It took courage for the disciples to drop their nets and follow Jesus.
It took courage for the paralyzed man’s friends to lower him through the
roof.
People: It took courage for Peter to walk on water.
Minister: It took courage for Zacchaeus to give half of his possessions to the poor.
People: It took courage for Jesus to enter Jerusalem on a donkey.
Minister: Faith has never been easy. It is a journey of courage.
People: Again and again, God shows us the way.
Minister: Let us worship a brave and courageous God.

Hymn 192: “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” ................................................ST. THEODULPH
The congregation is invited to wave palm branches during the singing of the hymn.
Time with Children – Esther Soud Parker

PRAYING TOGETHER
Minister: Life and faith require courage. Vulnerability requires courage. Relationships
require courage. Advocacy and justice require courage. Facing our privilege
requires courage. Faith requires courage. Even confession requires courage. But as
author Glennon Doyle says, “We can do hard things.” So friends, let us confess
together, trusting that God is always there, cheering us on, in every courageous act.
We offer our prayers of confession, first in silence.
Silent Prayers of Confession
Corporate Confession: God of palm branches and hosannas: we confess—we love a
good Palm Sunday celebration. We love that Palm Sunday means Easter is just
around the corner. We love good news. However, if we slow down and pay
attention, we know that Palm Sunday was not a joyful parade for you. There was
risk. There was fear. There was the threat of violence. You were leading a peaceful
protest against an unjust empire, and the whole world knew it. Forgive us for
glossing over the courage this day took. Remind us that the story of faith is a story
of courage, and even we can do hard things. With hope we pray. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon
Pastoral Prayer – Kelly Sasser

TENDING TO THE WORD
Gospel: John 12:1-19
Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ.
People: May the Spirit grant us understanding.
Meditation – Dorisanne Cooper
Silence

OFFERING OUR GIFTS
Minister: Our offerings are expressions of our refusal to believe that injustice and
hatred are simply the way it has to be, or that the Way of Love is dying.
People: With hope in our hearts, let us strive to live lives of courage, conviction, and
compassion, just as Jesus taught us.
Receiving Our Gifts
Offertory: “Lord God, Now Open Wide Thy Heaven” ................. Johann Sebastian Bach
People sing: “O Worship the King” ........................................................................ LYONS
Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail; in you do we trust, nor find you to fail; Your
mercies, now tender, how firm to the end, our Maker, Defender, Redeemer and Friend!

Prayer of Dedication

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH
Invitation
Hymn 108: “Lift High the Cross” ....................................................................... CRUCIFER
Turning toward Holy Week
Benediction
Carrying the Light into the World
Choral Response (Chancel Choir): “Christ We Do All Adore Thee” .... Théodore Dubois
Christ, we do all adore Thee, because by Thy holy Cross thou hast redeemed the
world. (from The Seven Last Words of Christ)
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Through the Palms
by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman
Inspired by John 12:1-19 | Hand-carved block printed with oil-based ink on paper
Jesus lies down on the donkey’s back, steeling himself before his journey through the palms. He
has a target on his back—he’s a disruption to the status quo upheld by the Pharisees and Chief
Priests, and a threat to the power of the empire. His friend Lazarus is caught up in it all too. I
imagine as he closes his eyes and strokes the donkey’s hair, he hears the anguish in Mary and
Martha’s voices as they cried out to him, wondering why he took so long. I imagine he smells
the pungent fragrance of the burial perfume poured on his feet, bringing into clarity the reality
of his impending death. I imagine he sees the judgment on Judas’ face as he was scrutinized for
wasting perfume and neglecting those in desperate need.
Jesus plans to enter the city in a way that symbolically subverts power, taking a route opposite
of the military leaders who oversee the festival celebrations. His entry would make a definitive
statement, imaging an alternative kind of power, a servant leader riding an humble donkey. He
knew this act would inch him closer to state-sanctioned torture and death.
We are in a time when we need to draw on courage to call into question the structures that
uphold systems of oppression. We are in a time when we need to subvert the powerful and
protect the vulnerable. The crowds close in on Jesus. Some lift their hands in praise, others
point accusingly. I hope this image serves as a reminder to call upon God for the courage you
need, to rest and recharge for the work ahead. But I hope it also heartens you to move forward
in courage, even in the midst of great resistance, toward the work God is calling you into.
—Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman

