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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

MARCH 14, 2021 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

AGAIN & AGAIN, WE ARE REFORMED… We desire for God to write on our hearts so that God’s 

law can re-shape and re-form us from the inside out. Reformation is a journey of letting the old fall away 

for something new to emerge, of returning to God’s words over and over, of being drawn into the heart of 

God. This is the process of justification and sanctification; transformation must be internal and 

communal. 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Out of the Depths” (Psalm 130)” ...................................................... Max Reger 

PRAISING GOD 

Call to Worship  

Minister:  Every week is a new week, another chance to say: “Here I am. Use me.” 

People:  Every day is a new day, another chance to say: “Thank you for yesterday.  

Thank you for tomorrow.” 

Minister:   Every hour is a new hour, another chance to say, “Again and again, make me 

new.” 

People:  We do not come to this place to stay the same.  We come to this place to be 

changed. 

Minister: So let us worship holy God, 

People:  Who created yesterday, will create tomorrow, and even now is creating 

something new.   

Hymn 518: “This Is a Day of New Beginnings” ............................................ BEGINNINGS 

Time with Children – Esther Soud Parker 

 



PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  In the gospel of John, a group of Greek people approach the disciples and 

say, “We would like to see Jesus.”  It’s a brief, beautiful moment that the text 

doesn’t spend a lot of time on.  And yet, the phrase, “I want to see Jesus,” feels like 

it should be our constant prayer.  Help me see Jesus.  I’d like to see Jesus.  Bring me 

closer to Jesus.  In the prayer of confession, we take a moment to recognize how 

much space exists between us and those words, trusting that even when we forget to 

seek out God, God is seeking us out.   

Silent Prayers of Confession 

Corporate Confession:  Gracious God, we want to see you.  We want to be known as the 

people who looked for Jesus; but not only that, we want to be people who have 

your covenant written on our hearts.  Why do we feel so far away from that at 

times?  What went wrong?  Where did we lose our way?  Could you take us back 

to the beginning, reform us with your love and truth, and once again write on our 

fragile hearts?  We are here.  We are hopeful.  We are seeking and listening.  

Amen.   

Assurance of Pardon 

Pastoral Prayer – Esther Soud Parker 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: John 12:20-33 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Old Testament: Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Minister: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Meditation – Dorisanne Cooper 

Silence 

 

 

 



OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:  Despite humanity’s constant breaking of covenants, God continues to seek 

reconciliation and pours out grace upon grace.  Why not let this grace 

transform us? 

People:  For it is in receiving God’s grace, responding in gratitude, and offering grace 

to others that God forms us into who we were made to be. 

Receiving Our Gifts 

Offertory: “O Lamb of God” ......................................................... Johann Sebastian Bach  

People sing: “O Worship the King” ........................................................................ LYONS 
Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail; in you do we trust, nor find you to fail; Your 

mercies, now tender, how firm to the end, our Maker, Defender, Redeemer and Friend! 

Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

Invitation  

Hymn 609: “Take My Life” .................................................................................. HENDON 

Benediction  

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Out of the Depths” (Psalm 130)” ................................. Johann Sebastian Bach 
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Written on Our Hearts 
by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman 

Inspired by Jeremiah 31:31-34 | Digital drawing 

 

The events of 2020 have made me keenly aware of the brokenness of humanity. We can’t seem 

to see past ourselves, neglecting our neighbor and undoing creation. We repeat past patterns, 

and the low moments of history keep echoing again and again. We point fingers, shrug 

responsibility, and we turn our back on God, widening the chasm between this world and the 

coming Kin-dom. God’s frustration and disappointment are palpable in this text: “a covenant 

that they broke, though I was their husband” (v.32). I think it’s important to sit with that for a 

bit. God has gifted us everything—our lives, this wonderful world—and we can be so forgetful 

and ungrateful. 

 

Despite humanity’s constant breaking of covenants, God continues to seek reconciliation and 

pours out grace upon grace. Why not let this grace transform us? It is in receiving God’s grace, 

responding in gratitude, and offering grace to others that God forms us into who we were made 

to be. God saves us from ourselves, writing the way on our hearts, and gives us unlimited 

chances to get it right. It’s clear we can’t keep the covenant on our own, so God steps in, 

offering and fulfilling the covenant at once. What a gift! 

 

In this image, I drew an anatomical heart with the words, “I will be their God, and they shall be 

my people.”  The heart is surrounded by covenantal imagery—including the stars imaging the 

vastness of Abraham’s descendants, the parted seas on the journey to the land flowing with milk 

and honey, and the rainbow signaling God’s promise to all of creation. It creates a beautiful 

kaleidoscope of stories that define our pilgrimage with God. The common thread throughout 

these narratives is that when we mess up, God is ready with a promise, again and again. 

—Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman 

 



 



 


