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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

MARCH 7, 2021 

THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

AGAIN & AGAIN, WE ARE SHOWN THE WAY… According to John, Jesus begins his ministry by 

showing more than telling. In the temple, Jesus disrupts and overturns the systems of corruption and 

profiteering taking place, but ultimately points us to the promise of restoration. Paul reminds the 

Corinthians (and us) that God’s wisdom is more expansive than we can imagine. We are shown the way, 

even if God’s “way” feels foolish, counter-cultural, disruptive, or uncomfortable. 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee” ........................................... Max Reger 

PRAISING GOD 

Call to Worship 

Minister:  Again and again, we come to this time. 

People:  Again and again, we gather as a community. 

Minister:   Again and again, we move closer to God.  

People:  And again and again, God is here. 

Minister: We are met.  We are heard.  We are shown the way. 

People:  So again and again, let us worship holy God. 

Hymn 275: “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation” ........................ WESTMINISTER ABBEY 

Time with Children – Esther Soud Parker 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  Science tells us that a person makes about 35,000 choices in a day.  35,000 choices 

each and every day!  In the prayer of confession, we pause to take a moment to think and to 

ask:  How many of our decisions are choices God would have us make? How many are not?  

So let us pray together, knowing that we need guidance, and trusting that even if we fall, 

God is showing us the way. 



Silent Prayers of Confession 

Corporate Confession:  God of Justice, we are guilty of building tables that oppression 

dines on, sexism thrives on, and racism lives on.  God of Justice, we are guilty of 

forgetting where we are, of turning faith into a negotiation tool, and the church into 

a place for insiders.  God of Justice, we are guilty of ignoring the point; for you 

taught that the temple was for worship and your message was for all.  God of our 

hearts, be in our decision making.  Draw near to our choices.  Forgive our mistakes.  

And as you do, flip every table, habit, belief, or point of view that needs adjusting.  

With hope we pray for a better day.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer – Kelly Sasser 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: John 2:13-22 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Meditation – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:  Let us present our offerings to a God who knew that we would lose our way, 

and still said, “This is my body broken for you.”  Let us offer our very best 

to a God who knew our capacity for mistakes, and still said, “I’m going to 

prepare a place for you.” 

People:  We come with gratitude for a God who shows us the way, again and again 

and again.  

Receiving Our Gifts 

Offertory: “What Wondrous Love Is This” ................................................ Samuel Barber 

People sing: “O Worship the King” ........................................................................ LYONS 
Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail; in you do we trust, nor find you to fail; Your 

mercies, now tender, how firm to the end, our Maker, Defender, Redeemer and Friend! 

Prayer of Dedication 



CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Invitation to the Table and the Words of Institution 

Celebration of Communion 

People sing: “Ubi Caritas et Amor” (Hymn 523) ..................................................... TAIZÉ 

Ubi caritas et Amor, Ubi caritas, Deus ibi est. 

(“Where charity and love are found, God himself is there.”) 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

Invitation  

Hymn 589: “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian” ......................... I WANT TO BE A CHRISTIAN 

Benediction  

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy” ............................................ Mark Hayes 
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It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
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Overturn 
by Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity 

Inspired by John 2:13-22 | Digital Painting with collage 

 

In 1965, my grandfather moved his family of six to Birmingham, AL, to become the new senior 

pastor of First Presbyterian Church. Situated downtown, First Pres sits only a few blocks away 

from 16th Street Baptist Church, the site of the 1963 bombing attack by white supremacists who 

killed four young girls. Earlier that same year, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. addressed eight 

prominent white clergy in his now famous “Letter from Birmingham Jail.” My grandfather’s 

predecessor was one of those clergy. They prompted King’s famous letter by requesting he 

appeal to law and order. In essence they said to him: “We agree with your movement, but your 

methods are too harsh. The demonstrations are destructive and causing too much backlash. 

You’re bringing agitators into our city. Wait for a better time and negotiate gently.” 

 

This is the context in which my grandfather began his ministry with First Pres. While he helped 

the church change their policy to become open to worshipers of all races (a process that 

undoubtedly required much moral fortitude), I wonder how often he, too, felt the urge of his 

predecessor and the other white clergy who had written to Dr. King. I wonder how often he 

preferred for justice to happen slowly, gently, and in an orderly manner. I think often about how 

that urge lives in me too.   

 

In this image, I wanted to freeze-frame the destruction Jesus ignites, forcing us as viewers to 

focus on the process of dismantling and destroying an oppressive system. For those who 

willingly or unwillingly benefit from systems of oppression, it may feel threatening and 

terrifying to see them all come tumbling down. But for those held within the unrelenting grip of 

injustice, it must be completely and utterly liberating.   

 

Again and again, Jesus shows us that his movement is about overturning systems of oppression 

to bring forth God’s beloved community on earth. Again and again, liberation movements 

throughout history pursue this same goal. Will we join Jesus in the overturning, or like the 

disciples, question his methods? 

 

—Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity 

 



 



 


