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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

FEBRUARY 28, 2021 

THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 

AGAIN & AGAIN, WE ARE CALLED TO LISTEN… Like the disciples, we are often stuck in the pattern 

of messing up over and over again. We cling to power, we climb the ladder, we memorialize Christ’s 

teachings rather than embodying them. However, we can’t be trapped by shame, guilt, ignorance, or 

inaction. Humility is required for transformation. Again and again, we are called to listen—to God and to 

others. 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “O Help Me, Lord, to Praise Thee” ................................. Johann Sebastian Bach 

PRAISING GOD 

Call to Worship  

Minister:  Creator God, we cannot hear the trees growing – seeds pushing up through 

the dirt into the sun. 

People:  And we cannot hear a single drop of rain, missing one in the many. 

Minister:   We cannot hear the weight of people’s grief, a burden that so often is silent.  

People:  And we cannot hear when hearts are changed.   

Minister: But you can, O God.  You hear it all.  

People:  So once again, we come to you with bowed heads and hopeful hearts, asking 

that you would lend us your ears. 

Minister:  Help us to hear as you hear so that we can love as you love.  

People: We are listening.  Amen. 

Hymn 575: “Come and Find the Quiet Center” .......................................... BEACH SPRING 

Time with Children – Esther Soud Parker 

 



PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  Often the first step to change is listening.  If we ever hope to make things 

right, we have to listen to those we’ve hurt.  We have to listen to creation as she 

cries.  We have to listen to the voice of the oppressed.  As we begin our prayer of 

confession, we start with a moment of silence – a moment to listen.  And then we 

will pray together, trusting that God is always listening to us and that God’s ears 

listen with love.  We offer our prayers of confession, first in silence. 

Silent Prayers of Confession 

Corporate Confession:  Listening God, take what is closed in us and open it.  Take what 

is distracted in us and settle it.  Take what is hurting in us and hold it.  Take any and 

all parts of us that create distance from you.  For we are like Peter, O God.  We 

argue what we don’t know.  We fear what we cannot see.  And we almost always 

speak sooner than we listen.  Open us, settle us, hold us, and forgive us.  We long to 

hear you more clearly.  We long to know you more fully.  With hope we pray, and 

with gratitude we confess.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer – Esther Soud Parker 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: Mark 8:31-9:8  

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Meditation – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:  Again and again, we are called to listen, especially when what we hear is 

unsettling.  Repentance means changing direction.  

People:  As we present our offerings, let us give freely and open our hearts to a new 

path.  May we tune our ears heaven-ward, despite the difficulties along the 

way. 

Receiving Our Gifts 

 



Anthem: “Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart” ......................... Johann Sebastian Bach 
Lord, thee I love with all my heart;  

I pray thee, never from me depart; 

With tender mercy cheer me. 

Earth has no pleasure I could share, 

Yea, heaven itself were void and bare 

If thou, Lord, wert not near me. 

And should my heart for sorrow break, 

My trust in thee can nothing shake. 

Thou art the portion I have sought; 

Thy precious blood my soul has bought. 

Lord Jesus Christ, my God and Lord, 

My God and Lord, forsake me not!   

I trust thy Word. 

 

Yea, Lord, ’twas thy rich bounty gave 

My body, soul, and all I have 

In this poor life of labor. 

Lord, grant that I in every place 

May glorify thy lavish grace 

And serve and help my neighbor. 

Let no false doctrine me beguiled, 

Let Satan not my soul defile. 

Give strength and patience unto me 

To bear my cross and follow thee. 

Lord, Jesus Christ, my God and Lord, 

My God and Lord, in death  

Thy comfort still afford. 

People sing: “O Worship the King” ........................................................................ LYONS 
Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail; in you do we trust, nor find you to fail; Your 

mercies, now tender, how firm to the end, our Maker, Defender, Redeemer and Friend! 

Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

Reaffirming our Church Covenant (see insert) 

Invitation  

Hymn 581: “Near to the Heart of God” ................................................................. McAFEE 

Benediction  

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “To Thee, Lord Jesu, Thanks We Give” ........................ Johann Sebastian Bach 
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It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
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Transifuration 
by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman  

Inspired by Mark 8:31-9:8 

Hand-carved block printed with oil-based ink on paper 

 

I’m not a good listener.  In the midst of our national reckoning around structural racism and 

white supremacy in the U.S., I’ve found that I’ve done a terrible job listening to my Black and 

Brown siblings.  I constantly have to resist the urge to explain myself, to be seen as good and 

antiracist.  I try saying all the right things, I do performative acts of allyship, and quite honestly, 

I need to be quiet and listen.  I need to be ready to accept criticism, and instead of trying to 

prove anything, I need to gain awareness of my internalized biases and learned racist tendencies 

and do the difficult work of unlearning them in every moment.  “Get behind me, Satan” (Mark 

8:33).   

 

Here we find Peter stepping in and saying all the right things, rejecting the notion that Christ 

must suffer and die; but in the end, he’s not listening to Jesus.  It seems Peter’s rejection of this 

narrative reflects his fear of the suffering he also might face in following Christ.  “Let them 

deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me” (Mark 8:34).   

 

Six days later, the disciples are called to listen once again.  In this image, I zoomed out to focus 

on the moment of Transfiguration.  Jesus shines like a beacon atop the high mountain while 

former prophets appear.  The disciples are terrified, but also want to live this moment forever, 

making the glory-filled rock face their home.  At once a cloud descends, obscuring things 

further, and God’s voice echoes down, “This is my Son, the Beloved, listen to him!” (Mark 

9:7).  It’s almost as though Jesus had exhausted all efforts to get the disciples to listen, and God 

had to spectacularly reiterate the importance of listening.  I think it’s important to note that 

following God’s words, all the disciples could see was Jesus.   

 

Breathe deeply as you gaze upon the image.  Imagine placing yourself in this scene.  What do 

you see?  How do you feel?  Get quiet and still, offering a silent or spoken prayer to God. 

 

 



 



 



The WSBC Covenant 

Having been called by God and led by the Holy Spirit to confess Jesus Christ as Lord, 

and having been baptized into the Church gathered in this place and throughout the world, 

we enter into covenant with God and with one another.  We promise: 

 to worship together, witnessing to God’s redemptive and sustaining grace; 

 to seek to grow in the knowledge of God revealed in Jesus and in our own 

personal experience; 

 to study the Bible and to pray for guidance from the Holy Spirit in applying its 

teachings to our lives; 

 to instruct others in the Christian faith and in our Baptist heritage; 

 to teach the children among us by word and example that in obedience to God 

they will find life’s highest purpose and richest meanings; 

 to love one another, being slow to judge and quick to forgive; 

 to celebrate different views and gifts among us, confident that we are one body in 

Christ; 

 to minister to one another with compassion, sharing both joys and sorrows; 

 to contribute time, money, and abilities to the Church’s ministry; 

 to proclaim the gospel to those who do not know Jesus as savior; 

 to embody God’s forgiveness in all our relationships, both at home and at work; 

 to promote peace and justice wherever we touch other lives; 

 to support the mission of the Church by feeding, housing, and befriending the 

needy; 

 to seek the kingdom of God on earth, knowing that nothing can separate us from 

God’s love. 

We enter into this covenant freely, promising to abide by its claims on our lives and to 

renew it regularly with one another before God. 

 


