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Compassion in Action
Sounding a Call - Building the Beloved
Community: WSBC’s Journey Toward
Racial Equity and Inclusion
[This Call was sounded during the WSBC Worship Service on January 17, 2021,
by Lou Rollins, Greg Palmer, and Maggie Chotas. To join the group seeking
to answer this Call, contact Barb Rumer at barb.rumer@gmail.com or
(919)215-7736.]

“We will make the
road by walking it.
Will you join us?”
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In October, several members of
Church Council and staff began
discussing one of Council’s goals for
the current church year ― and one
of the most ambitious goals our
congregation has ever adopted:
being champions and advocates for
the Church’s imperative work to be
agents of anti-racism and a
community of inclusiveness.
We moved forward deliberately,
seeking input from Peace &
Reconciliation and from Missions.
Gradually, others joined the
conversation. As we found each
other, we also found a growing sense
of purpose and meaning.
Events of the past year have
made clear that we need to move
forward with a lot more urgency. We
have seen and felt the destructive
mark of racism on the soul of
America and on the message of the
church. Racism not only choked
George Floyd; it choked our own
witness of faithfulness to the
Church’s imperative to “do justice,
love mercy, and walk humbly.”
We have seen up close and in
real time how racism impacts almost
every facet of the lives of people of

color in this country. Just in Durham,
examples include:
 Poor health outcomes that have
become painfully obvious during
the Pandemic;
 Substandard housing illustrated
by a mass exodus from the
MacDougald Terrace housing
community due to gas leaks from
malfunctioning appliances;
 Gentrification that has removed
affordable housing from those
who lived near workplaces in
downtown Durham and near
Duke;
 Lack of safety evidenced by 37
shooting deaths, most of those
Black and Brown people, during
2020.
And the list goes on.
We are recognizing that passive
acceptance of inequities like these
keep us from being the loving,
inclusive community our faith
encourages us to become. That is why
we come to you today with good
news: We are sounding the call for
you to join us in making Watts Street
Baptist Church a leading voice and,
actor in the struggle for peace and
(continued on page 2)
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Sounding a Call (continued from paage 1)
justice. John Lewis called on us to
get into “good trouble, necessary
trouble, and redeem the soul of
America.” We call on you to do this
as we learn, explore, and imagine
together the ways we can create
paths toward the light of racial
equity.
This call is for all of us, whether
we’re ready to jump in with both
feet, prepared to learn more, or just
interested in hearing more about
Watts Street’s efforts.
What will our work as a church
look like? We do not know the
specific steps we must take, but we
do know we must begin our work
now.
 The Spirit may lead us to deepen
our understanding of the
historical basis of racism,
including reckoning with our
own racism and white privilege.
 The Spirit may lead us to reach
out to listen to and partner with
our friends at St. John’s Baptist;
Emmanuel Bautista, our sister
church in El Salvador; and other
congregations of all faiths in
ways we discover together.



The Spirit may lead us to open
channels of communication with
family members, friends,
neighbors, co-workers, and others
whose values do not align closely
with our own.
 The Spirit may lead us to develop
classes, discussion groups or
materials that increase our
knowledge of racism.
 The Spirit may lead us to
encourage and support those
among us who are already doing
important work in anti-racism and
inclusiveness.
All paths are open to us, and we don’t
know yet which ones to take.
What we do know for certain is
this: we are called to act, and we are
called to act NOW. We will trust in
God to lead us forward, working with
each other and with our neighbors, to
build together God’s Beloved
Community.
The need for action is urgent. The
desire to act is present. The Spirit of
the Lord is with us.
We will make the road by
walking it. Will you join us?

“…we are called to
act, and we are
called to act NOW.”

colorVolunteers
in this country. Just in Durham,
Walltown Food Pantry Needs

examples include:
There are several opportunities for Watts Streeters to help at the Walltown Food Pantry. St.
John’s Missionary Baptist Church Outreach Coordinator Sylvia Belcher says, “The need for
volunteers is greater than ever before.” Sylvia has posted a monthly sign-up at SignUpGenius at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0d49acaa23a46-updatedwalltown. Several Watts Street
members are currently making monthly food deliveries on the fourth Thursday of the month. Strict
Covid-19 safeguards are being followed. For more details, you can contact Sylvia directly at 919-2860332 or by e-mail at stjohnsba1@frontier.com, stjohnsch@stjohnsmbc.net.
Missions Committee: 2020-2021 Missions Committee Members include: Clark Godfrey, Chair,
Elizabeth Erwin, Bob Kruhm, Laura Lee, Rebeca Olmedo, Lloyd Patillo. Please feel free to contact
any of the members for more information about Watts Street’s Missions.
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Children’s Mission Offering Challenge!
We are grateful to the Missions Committee for faithfully providing annual funds in support of
the Children’s Mission Offering Challenge. In October 2020, all WSBC 1st – 5th graders received
$10 each from the Missions Committee funds, along with information about the annual Mission
Offering Challenge. Children were invited to invest or spend the money on a mission project of
their choice and then share a report on how they used their mission money. Thanks to all who
encourage our children to engage in missions activities and special projects.

The Durack boys (Callan, 3rd grade and Gibbs, 5th grade) incorporated their Children's Mission
Offering into their MLK Service this year. Typically, our family volunteers for an event for Rise Against
Hunger putting together bags to make soup to be distributed around the world. This year, due to the
pandemic, that event was not able to take place. Today, both boys looked up organizations they wanted
to support to learn more about the organizations, its needs, and how they could help.
Callan wanted to know more about Urban Ministries because his school does food drives for them
from time to time. He learned more about their work and the limitations they are facing due to COVID.
He was sorry to see they aren't able to operate their food pantry and clothing closet due to COVID. He
gave his $10 and our family matched it and we sent a check to them to help them with their programs.
Callan likes to cook so he will help make a casserole for the Urban Ministries Casserole Ministry in the
near future.
Gibbs chose the Animal Protection Society of Durham because of his love for animals. He
researched their website and learned about their services, needs and volunteer opportunities. He found
out they have a Pet Pantry Program to collect funds to pay for pet food for families who are affected by
COVID. He decided that was where he wanted his children's offering to go, and he matched the $10
with his own money to make the donation go farther. He wrote a note to APS thanking them for their
hard work and saying he hoped his donation could help a family put food in their dog's bowl. Gibbs is
also interested in volunteering there in the future, either by walking dogs, or reading to the cats.
Thanks for this opportunity to learn about giving of our time and resources to the community! The
Durack Family

(continued on page 4)
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Children’s Mission Offering Challenge (continued from page 3)
For my missions project, I
bought three poster boards
and a bunch of sticky notes
shaped like leaves. Then I
drew a tree on each poster
and decorated them. After
that, my mom brought all
the posters into the prison
and put them in the
classrooms. Over the next
couple of weeks, the
students will take the leaf
sticky notes and write things
that they are thankful for.
Then my mom will bring the
tree back home and I will
read the notes. Ellie Kabler,
5th grade

Thank you for the Mission Offering. I decided to donate my $10 to Mukhanyo Christian Academy
(MCA). MCA is a sister school to my school, Trinity School of Durham and Chapel Hill. Every year
we sponsor a run and take donations for MCA. “Friends of Mukhanyo is a Christian ministry
providing a quality, faith-based education for AIDS orphans and other vulnerable children in South
Africa, giving them the opportunity to go beyond daily survival to experiencing lives of
accomplishment and service.” Kaden Nichols, 4th grade
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Watts Happening with the Watts Street Youth!

“…it’s so
important to
look out for
others,
especially when
you find
yourself in a
position where
you can do a
lot of good.”

Even during the pandemic, the
Watts Street youth are looking for ways
to reach out and make connections in
our community. Each week, a small
group of youth gathers for an in-person
service/learning project. We follow a
pandemic protocol of wearing masks,
washing hands, practicing social
distance, and whenever possible,
meeting outside.
A few highlights from the month of
January:
 Packing and loading up 150 meals
for guests at Urban Ministries
Durham. For this project, we
spread sectioned food trays out all
over the fellowship hall and then
added salad greens, cherry
tomatoes, grapes, bread, and cake
(baked by church friends). In
separate containers lined with foil,
we put two hearty scoops of the
casserole prepared faithfully by
Greg Palmer. This past month, our
crew hardly spilled a drop! 😊
Afterwards, we loaded up all the
trays in the backs of Greg’s and
Kelly’s cars for them to deliver to
UMD. Ike Mitchell said, “I think
the best thing about helping with
Urban Ministries is knowing that
the food we prepare is going to go
to a good cause.”
 Working in the garden at Parktown
Food Hub, a community-based
effort to bring people together
around food. Food is donated and
shared with neighbors in need and
nothing goes to waste. Leftover
foods and cardboard packaging are
composted which then goes back to
a garden which will grow more
food. On this day, we shoveled
compost, spread mulch, winterized

raised garden beds, and more.
There is a strong sense of
community, ecumenism, and interconnectedness at Parktown. Sarah
Hanchey reported, “It was
meaningful for me to hear the
personal stories of the people
there. We were staining a table (to
be used as a potting bench) and a
lady told us about her late mother
and how the table had belonged to
her.”
 Making blessing bags to give to
people who may be experiencing
homelessness or are on street
corners seeking assistance. On this
day, we talked about what would be
most helpful to put in these bags,
did some “social distancing”
shopping at Dollar General, wrote
out notes of encouragement, and
filled the bags with snacks, water,
and other useful items. Dash
Daugird, one of our youth who
suggested this project, said, “I think
this project was a good idea
because it’s so important to look
out for others, especially when you
find yourself in a position where
you can do a lot of good. Giving
these bags to those who are
struggling with homelessness and
living in poverty can provide
people with things they can really
use and it also is an experience that
leaves all involved with a lasting
sense of community and
humanity.”
We are so grateful for the Watts
Street youth and their willingness to
think of others and make positive
connections in our community!
Kelly Sassar
Minister with Youth
(continued on page 6)
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Watts Happening with the Watts Street Youth! (continued from page 5)
Thomas Dreps was part of the crew
working in the garden at Parktown
Food Hub.

Will Park, Alistair Barrier, Ike Mitchell helped with
packing meals for Urban Ministries.

Addie Koch, Zoey Watson-Nelms, Naomi Schwankl-Jobe, Fay Schwankl-Jobe, Jane Gray, Dash
Daugird, Bri Cannon, and Najila Marshall made blessing bags for the homeless and people on
street corners seeking assistance.
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Casserole Ministry
In the last six months, more than
120 9x13 casseroles have been
delivered to Urban Ministries to help
meet the needs of families who are food
insecure. Every month when the
request and recipe go out, a faithful
group of people sign up to provide
these frozen meals that can easily be

Ralph McCoy
delivers an estimated
120 pounds of
casseroles each
month.

thawed and heated for a nutritious
meal.
An enthusiastic thank-you to Pat
and Jim Travis, Scotty Elliott, Esther
Parker, Blanche Williams, Bebe Guill,
Greg Palmer, Anne and Jim Drennan,
Ginny Wiggins, Jane Cottingham, Barb
Rumer, Fran Langstaff, Susan Brooks,
Barb Wrigley, Karen Oliver, Leslie
Hicks, Nancy Lehman, Diane Jackson,
Sue Kauffman, Mary Carol Day, Carol
Booth, Brooks Booth, Kathy Pitman,
David Tatum, Margaret Morrison,
Emily McCoy, and friends of Fran
Langstaff – Adaire Salt, Ann
Schneider, Suzie Gooding. Special
appreciation is extended to Ralph
McCoy who delivers the estimated 120
pounds of casseroles each month.
Especially during this time when so
many Durham citizens are facing loss
of livelihood, this is a small way to
help Urban Ministries provide for the
needs of those who are homeless or
hungry. Thanks be to God for all who
help!
Emily McCoy
Coordinator

Thank You! From Alex and Reality Ministries

Alex Furiness (r) and friend at Reality Ministries
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Meals on Wheels
January/February Mission Baskets are going “virtual” to support
Meals on Wheels of Durham which serves nutritious meals each week
to close to 600 seniors and at-risk clients.

Ways to Donate:
1) Shop from the Amazon Wish List found on the MOWD website to identify
items needed right now – https://www.mowdurham.org/wishlist.2
2) Purchase various everyday items (trash bags, sandwich bags, cleaning wipes,
etc.) and miscellaneous items (such as gas cards for volunteer drivers). MOW
is always in need of Ensure/protein drinks for frail clients.
Items can be shipped to or delivered to MOWD, 2522 Ross Road, Durham, NC
27703.
If you have questions, contact Meals on Wheels of Durham at (919)667-9424.

January/February Mission Baskets
Contact Clark Godfrey (clarkgodfrey820@gmail.com, 919-602-4829)

February Minute for Missions
The Minute for Missions at the WSBC worship service on Sunday, February 14, will be
presented by Chukwuemeka Manning Sr., Director of Locked Up to Living Life. This Durhambased charity provides peer support, clothing, food and personal hygiene needs to returning
citizens who are being quarantined in Durham hotels due to COVID-19 until they can be
successfully transitioned to their home community. Contributions/ckecks to this charity can be
sent to Durham Congregations in Action, 504 W Chapel Hill Street, Durham, NC 27701, or to
WSBC with reference to Locked Up to Living Life in the memo line. For more information, go to
https://m.facebook.com/lockeduptolivinglife/.

‘
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Empty Bowls at Urban Ministries of
Durham is going virtual for 2021! This
year’s program will take you behind the
scenes of UMD to see how the work of
fighting poverty and providing food,
shelter and a future to neighbors in need
takes place every day. Save the date:
Thursday, March 4, 2021. A Silent
Auction of signature, one-of-a-kind
bowls will kick off on March 1.
For a flat $25, your ticket this year will be for one 12-ounce meal-size soup available for pickup from
participating restaurants. UMD is all about neighbors helping neighbors. So, this year a portion of funds
will go to support the awesome restaurant partners who have remained committed to the work of UMD
over the years – and during the pandemic! Check the UMD website for further information www.umdurham.org.

A Note from People in the Mission House
Don and Stephanie and their one-year-old son Holland have been in the Mission House since August 2020 when Don
received a heart transplant at Duke Medical Center. Several Watts Street members stepped in to make sure they had a
Merry Christmas. The family hopes to be able to go home to Virginia in March .

Merry Christmas! We want to thank you for all everyone has done for us. We are so thankful
that this Christmas and New Year has come. With Don’s new heart things may be a little slow
getting back to normal, but without everyone pitching in to help us our future wouldn’t have held
much. We hope you enjoy your Christmas and New Year.
Simply grateful for people like you, and the chance to share good cheer during this beautiful
season!
Love Always,
Don, Stephanie, and Holland

A Memory Related to the Mission House – Long-time
WSBC member Jenny Lee passed away on January 15. Jenny
was the driving force behind a program at Watts Street to help
Duke Medical Center patients and their families with housing.
The Watts Street program led to the Host Homes Program now
operated by Duke Medical Center. The W.E. Stanley Mission
House operates as part of Host Homes. Jenny’s good work
continues!
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Durham Crop Hunger Walk:
Ending Hunger One Step at a Time

The annual Durham Crop
Hunger Walk will happen this year!
The event will be individual or
small group, and will last a week
instead of one day. Save the date:
April 10 – 18, 2021! It’s not too
early to set a walking goal and a
pledge goal. Watch for more
information about signing up in the
Watts Line and Watts Street
Weekly.
The Crop Walk is vitally
important to so many people in the
U.S. and around the world. The UN
estimates that 130 million more
people could be at risk of starvation
because of the coronavirus
pandemic. Money raised will be
split between two organizations

with 75% going to Church World
Service and 25% to be distributed
by Durham Congregations in
Action to help our local neighbors
in need. DCIA has allocated the
25% to 12 local organizations
including Urban Ministries, Meals
on Wheels, Families Moving
Forward, Housing for New Hope
and Threshold Clubhouse.
Last year, Watts Street won the
Durham Crop Walk Silver Sneaker
award for Large Congregations in
Durham, raising the second highest
amount in that category - $3,335!
The 2020 CROP Walk was
coordinated by River Price and
Kelly Sasser. Reverend Spencer
Bradford, from Durham
Congregations in Action, presented
the award on December 4 to Kelly
Sasser in front of the church.
I would encourage everyone to
set some goals and see if we can get
to $4,000 this year!
Clark Godfrey
Chair, Missions Committee

Get ready for the
2021 Durham Crop
Hunger Walk!
Date: April 10 – 18
Goal: $4,000

Durham CAN Update
On January 27, over 80 Durham CAN leaders attended a virtual Durham Housing Authority (DHA)
Board Meeting in support of a CAN proposal calling for reforms to DHA's eviction policies. Following
public comment, the DHA Board held a public hearing regarding DHA's proposal to issue $9 million in
tax-exempt, multifamily housing revenue bonds. CAN leaders spoke powerfully about the experiences
of DHA neighbors who are currently being displaced due to current disrepair in their units and serious
structural issues in the newly renovated units. DHA Chair Dan Hudgins invited Durham CAN to bring
proposed eviction changes to the DHA Operations Committee at its virtual February meeting on
Tuesday, February 16th at 2:00 pm. Watts Streeters are encouraged to attend the DHA Operations
Committee Meeting. If you wish to join the meeting, go to https://m.facebook.com/durhamcan for the
meeting link. For more information, contact Bob Kruhm at rkruhm@nc.rr.com.

