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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

FEBRUARY 24, 2021 

THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

AGAIN & AGAIN GOD MEETS US… God meets Jesus at the water before he is tempted in the 

wilderness— this is important. First and foremost, God claims us. God meets us in the liminal space, at 

the water’s edge, at the threshold of something new, and names us Beloved. God’s covenant with all of 

creation reminds us that God meets us where we are—in the midst of our reluctance, doubt, eagerness, or 

weariness—and proclaims we are good. 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome/Concerns and Celebrations 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “I Call to Thee, Lord Jesus Christ” .................................. Johann Sebastian Bach 

PRAISING GOD 

Call to Worship 

Minister:  God meets us in the night –  

People:  Before the sun rises, before the wound heals, before there are answers, before 

there is closure. 

Minister:   God meets us in the light –  

People:  Where joy is effervescent, where laughter is contagious, where flowers bloom 

from cracks in the sidewalk, and where people gather around the table. 

Minister: God meets us at the threshold –  

People:  At the edge of the water, at the beginning of the wilderness, at the start of 

something new, on the edge of faith. 

Minister:  And if God meets us in all those places, then surely God meets us in between –  

People: Staying with us through the wilderness. 

Minister: We are not alone.  God is all around. 

People: Let us worship the God of the here and now. 

Hymn 86: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” ....................................................... FAITHFULNESS 

Time with Children – Esther Soud Parker 



PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  Again and again, God meets us where we are. God’s love knows no bounds, 

which is hard for us to understand and easy for us to forget. Therefore, in confession 

we remember together that we are not alone and once again ask for God’s grace in 

that holy reminder. We offer our prayers of confession, first in silence. 

Silent Prayers of Confession 

Corporate Confession:  God who meets us where we are – there is nowhere we can go 

that you are not. You were with Jesus at his baptism. You were with him in the 

wilderness, and even in between, you were there, saying aloud, “This is my 

beloved.”  We know that you are with us too – in the good, the bad, and everything 

in between – but so often we act like we are alone. Instead of coming to you with 

our hurt, we hold it in or cast it onto others. Instead of coming to you with our joy, 

we credit ourselves and offer you nothing. How can we long for a deeper 

relationship with you while living like you are nowhere to be found? Forgive our 

self-centered ways.  Remind us that in every breath, in every step, you are there.  

You are the God who meets us where we are. Before and behind, above and below, 

within and around. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer – Dorisanne Cooper 

TENDING TO THE WORD 

Old Testament: Genesis 9:8-17 

Minister: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Mark 1:9-15 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Meditation – Dorisanne Cooper  

Silence 

 

 



OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:  Again and again, God meets us where we are, but doesn’t leave us there. 

People:  As we present our offerings, may God’s proximity inform our trajectory, 

remembering that God approaches us to claim, equip, and send us to do 

God’s will.  

Receiving Our Gifts 

Anthem: “Give Me Jesus” ..................................................................... arr. L. L. Fleming 
O when I am alone, give me Jesus.  You may have all the rest, give me Jesus.   

O when I come to die, give me Jesus.  And when I want to sing, give me Jesus. 

People sing: “O Worship the King” ........................................................................ LYONS 
Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail; in you do we trust, nor find you to fail; Your 

mercies, now tender, how firm to the end, our Maker, Defender, Redeemer and Friend! 

Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

Invitation  

Hymn 540: “O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go” ........................................ ST. MARGARET 

Benediction  

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Have Mercy Upon Me, O Lord My God” .................... Johann Sebastian Bach 
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During Advent, we learn that the good news begins with John the Baptist shouting in the 

wilderness and “everyone in Judea and all the people of Jerusalem” following him out of the 

city to the Jordan river to be baptized, to repent, to change their hearts and, consequently, their 

lives (Mark 1:5). This is a moment of mainstream conversion, of widespread openness to truly 

hear the cries of one shouting out, to leave what they had known behind to follow a new path. 

This, Mark tells us, is when Jesus’ ministry begins—with a community earnest and eager for 

change.  

 

Mark tells us nothing about Jesus’ life prior to this moment, omitting any details of his 

miraculous birth or the years of his youth. Instead, Mark notes that Jesus comes from Nazareth 

of Galilee (over 100 km north of Jerusalem) to join John the Baptist’s movement. We might 

expect the long-awaited Messiah to greet his new followers like the kings before him have—

with a pompous coronation, with hunger to exert power and control over his populous. Instead, 

Jesus steps in line along the river’s edge, blending in with the crowds, joining in solidarity with 

those around him. Jesus doesn’t demand any attention, but as soon as the water washes over 

him, creation is summoned to celebrate. I imagine him wading into the waters and leaning back 

to receive the blessing that falls upon him like rain: You are my beloved. I delight in you.  

 

In this moment, God-in-flesh joins alongside those he will heal, beckon, teach, challenge, and 

comfort. Simultaneously, God-in-Spirit meets Christ at the water’s edge, at the threshold of his 

ministry. Before Jesus faces the pain, betrayal, and challenges of what will come, before he 

does anything to prove himself, God grants him unconditional belovedness as his essence. From 

this, all his subsequent teachings and actions flow.  

 

—Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity 



 



 


