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GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

Chimes 

Welcome – Dorisanne Cooper 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Prelude: “Sleepers, Wake! a Voice Is Calling” ............................ Johann Gottfried Walther 

ANTICIPATING THE ADVENT OF CHRIST  

Call to Worship 

Minister: Listen!  The voice of God calls out across the ages. 

People: We hear and respond.  We rise up to worship God from the valleys, the 

mountains, and the plains. 

Minister: Like a shepherd, God leads us and tenderly gathers us together. 

People: Comfort, O comfort my people, says our God of love. 

Minister: The grass withers and the flower fades; 

People: But the word of our God will stand forever! 

Hymn 135: “Blessed Be the God of Israel” (see text below)  .......................MERLE’S TUNE 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE  

Reader: A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make 

the paths straight.  Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and 

hill shall be made low.  The crooked shall be made straight, and the rough 

ways made smooth.  All flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 

Light Bearer: Why do we light this candle? 

People: We light this candle to remind us of the light of peace brought by the 

Christ Child.  We wait for the coming of the Prince of Peace. 

 

 



People sing: “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” (stanza 3) ...... REJOICE, REJOICE 

 Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, though dark the winter and cheerless,  

 The rising sun shall crown you with light, be strong and loving and fearless;  

 Love be our song and love our prayer, and love our endless story,  

 May God fill ev’ry day we share, and bring us at last into glory. 

ADVENT STORY – Esther Soud Parker 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  The season of Advent calls us to prepare for the coming of the Prince of Peace 

– in our world and in our hearts.  We offer our prayers of confession, first in silence.   

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession: God of tenderness and comfort, breathe your grace into our lives.  

Forgive our wandering ways and guide us along your paths of peace.  When we lose 

our way, and forget the meaning and purpose of this season, carry us back to you.  

Lead us up to that high mountain of faith and hope, that we might truly proclaim: 

“Here is our God!”  In your holy name, we pray.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

Prayer for Peace 

ATTENDING TO THE WORD 

Scripture Readings: Isaiah 40:1-11, Mark 1:1-8 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Meditation – Dorisanne Cooper 

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:   God of peace, accept these offerings and shape us in their giving, 

People:   That they might be the expression of our hope for a new heaven and new 

earth, through Jesus the Christ. 

Receiving Gifts 

Offertory: “Sleepers, Wake! a Voice Is Calling” ................................................. Max Reger 



Advent Response: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (refrain) .................. VENI EMMANUEL 
Rejoice, rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

Invitation  

Hymn 125: “Come, O Long-expected Jesus” (see text below)  .......................... HYFRYDOL 

Benediction 

Postlude: “Sleepers, Wake! a Voice Is Calling” ............................... Johann Sebastian Bach 

 

 

Liturgists: Esther Soud Parker, Kelly Sasser           

Call to Worship written by Rev. Penny L. Lowe for Valleys to Mountains, Service Prayers for the Second Sunday of 

Advent. 

Bulletin Cover Art is by artist Carlye Daugird (@CarlyeCreates on Instagram and Facebook) for the resource, 

“Advent at Home. Restore. Resolve”, written by Mary Elizabeth Hanchey.  How many sheep do you see in this 

picture?  How many shepherds do you see?  Which sheep might feel the safest?  Where might you be in this picture?  

Do you think the shepherds see anything that might bring them comfort? 

Music Credits: Prelude, Offertory, and Postlude: Public Domain.  Hymn 135: Settings by Ronald Arnatt, © 1979 

Augsburg Publishing House; Noel Rawsthorne, © 1991 Kevin Mayhew Ltd.  Hymn 125: Setting by Noel Rawsthorne, 

© 1991 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. 

Music Notes: “Sleepers, wake!” is one of the great classics of German religious song.  Philipp Nicolai was the pastor 

in Unna, Wesphalia, during the terrible epidemic that raged from July 1597 to January 1598 (more than 1300 people 

perished).  His parsonage overlooked the churchyard where daily burials often numbered as many as thirty.  His 

thoughts logically turned to “contemplation of the noble, sublime, doctrine of Eternal Life obtained through the Blood 

of Christ.”  The primary Biblical reference is to the parable of the wise and foolish maidens (Matthew 25:1-13) along 

with Revelation 19:6-9; 21:21; Ezekial 3:17; and Isaiah 52:8; and overtones of Augustine’s City of God.   The Postlude 

sets the following stanza: “Zion hears the watchmen sing, her heart leaps for joy within her, she wakens and hastily 

arises.  Her glorious Friend comes from heaven, strong in mercy, powerful in truth, her light becomes bright, her star 

rises.  Now come, precious crown, Lord Jesus, the Son of God!  Hosannah!  We all follow  to the hall of joy and hold 

the evening meal together.” 

Hymn credits:  “Blessed Be the God of Israel” Michael Perry, Hal H. Hopson, “Come, O Long-expected Jesus”, 

Charles Wesley, Rowland H. Prichard © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under 

ONE LICENSE, License #A-700000. All rights reserved. 
 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


 



 


