
 

 

 

 

 
 

DECEMBER 27, 2020 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

DECEMBER 27, 2020 

CHRISTMASTIDE 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE  

Chimes 

Welcome 

Minister:  The Lord be with you. 

People:     And also with you. 

Prelude: “Improvisation on Personent Hodie” 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister:   Rejoice!  Christ our Savior is born. 

People:   God’s Light is poured into the world. 

Minister:   O come, let us celebrate this wonderful gift. 

People:   Let us praise God with shouts of joy and singing! 

Hymn 170: “How Great Our Joy!” (see insert) ........................................................ JUNGST 

BECOMING A PRAYING COMMUNITY 

Reading – “Miracle on 10th Street” by Madeleine L’Engle 

Call to Prayer: O God, our God, Wonderful Counselor and Prince of Peace: we celebrate 

anew your coming to this world.  We stand in awe of the power that love carries, the 

strength of vulnerability, and the gift of your Light.  Nourish us with your peace and 

hope that we might enter the world anew ourselves. 

Prayer for the New Year – Dorisanne Cooper 

HEARING THE GOOD NEWS 

Gospel: Luke 2:22-40 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Solo: “What Child Is This?” ........................Words: William C. Dix; tune: GREENSLEEVES 

 



Silence 

Reading – Selection from “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever” by Barbara Robinson 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:   God of Light, accept these offerings and shape us in their giving, 

People:   That they might be the expression of our hope for a new heaven and new 

earth, through Jesus the Christ. 

Receiving of Gifts 

Solo: “Gesù Bambino” ........................................................................................ Pietro Yon 

Christmas Response (Hymn 162, Stanza 3) ................................................. GREENSLEEVES 

So bring him in-cense, gold, and myrrh, come, rich and poor, to own him, 

the King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone him.  This, this is Christ 

the king, whom shepherds guard and angels sing: haste, haste to bring him laud, the 

Babe, the Son of Mary. 

Prayer of Dedication 

RESPONDING IN FAITH  

Invitation  

Hymn 155: “Angels We Have Heard on High” (see insert) ..................................... GLORIA   

Benediction 

Postlude: “Improvisation on Gaudete” 

 

 

 

Worship Leaders: Tom Bloom, Dorisanne Cooper, Esther Soud Parker, Kelly Sasser, Melody Zentner  

Bulletin Cover Art is by artist Carlye Daugird (@CarlyeCreates on Instagram and Facebook) for the resource, 

“Advent at Home. Restore. Resolve”, written by Mary Elizabeth Hanchey.   

Hymn credits: © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License 

#A-700000. All rights reserved. 

Music Credits: Prelude and Postlude: Used by permission of the performers.  “What Child Is This?” 

[The Chalice Hymnal]  Gesù Bambino,” by Pietro Yon, Public Domain. 

Music Notes:   As promised two weeks ago, today’s prelude and postlude are improvisations prompted by 

the performers’ love of medieval carols.  The versions most commonly known today are from the 1582 

Finnish songbook Piae Cantiones.   



In Personent Hodie, you will hear a fife and drum at the beginning; the organ and violin trade off on the 

bell motif in the refrain.  This tune is included in The Chalice Hymnal with the musical arrangement by 

Ralph Vaughan Williams.  Here is the first stanza, with the literal translation:   

Personent hodie 

voces puerulae, 

laudantes iucunde 

qui nobis est natus, 

summo Deo datus, 

et de vir, vir, vir (2x) 

et de virgineo ventre procreatus. 

Let resound today 

the voices of children, 

joyfully praising 

Him who is born to us, 

given by most high God, 

and conceived in a virginal womb. 

 

 

In the very rhythmic tune Gaudete, the organ and violin alternate on the verses.    Here is the first stanza: 

Gaudete, gaudete! 

Christus est natus 

Ex Maria virgine, 

gaudete! 

Rejoice, rejoice!  

Christ is born 

Of the Virgin Mary – 

Rejoice! 

The hymn “What Child is This” is by William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898).  Unusually among English 

hymn writers, Dix was not a minister but a businessman.  He composed many hymns, with their first 

appearance in hymnals in 1861.  The tune Greensleeves is based on a 16th century English ballad.   

 

 
 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 
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