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WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

DECEMBER 13, 2020 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

Chimes 

Welcome – Dorisanne Cooper 

   Minute for Mission: El Salvador Student Scholarships 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Prelude: “In dulci jubilo” ...................................................................... George Lachenauer 

     Trio 

ANTICIPATING THE ADVENT OF CHRIST  

Call to Worship 

Minister: Our souls proclaim your greatness, O God. 

People: And our spirits rejoice in you. 

Minister: We will praise you as long as we live. 

People: We will sing praises to you our whole lives long. 

Minister: We will not trust in the powerful of this world, 

People: But will trust in you – Creator of heaven and earth, 

Minister: The One who gives food to the hungry, 

People: The One who enacts justice for the oppressed. 

Minister: Our souls proclaim your greatness, O God 

People: As we worship you and light these candles in hope, peace, and joy. 

Hymn 130: “My Soul Gives Glory to My God” (see text below)  ............... MORNING SONG 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE  

Reader: Hear the words of the prophet Isaiah: “The wilderness and the dry land shall be 

glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom 

abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing.” 

Light bearer:  Why do we light this candle? 



People: We light this candle to remind us of the light of joy that breaks into our 

world. 

People sing: “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” (stanza 3) ...... REJOICE, REJOICE 

 Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, though dark the winter and cheerless,  

 The rising sun shall crown you with light, be strong and loving and fearless;  

 Love be our song and love our prayer, and love our endless story,  

 May God fill ev’ry day we share, and bring us at last into glory. 

ADVENT STORY – Esther Soud Parker 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  The season of Advent calls us to center our hearts on the source for true and 

everlasting joy.  We offer our prayers of confession, first in silence.   

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  When our spirits despair and we deny our blessedness, forgive us, 

O God.  When we ignore the mighty things you have done, when we doubt your 

mercy, forgive us, O God.  When we are proud in the thoughts of our hearts, when 

our power rests on the oppression of others, when our wealth causes others to go 

hungry, forgive us, O God.  Help us all experience the joy of living into the promises 

you have made.  Amen.       

Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

Prayer for Joy 

ATTENDING TO THE WORD 

Scripture Readings: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11, Luke 1:46b-55 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Meditation – Dorisanne Cooper 

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:   God of joy, accept these offerings and shape us in their giving, 

People:   That they might be the expression of our hope for a new heaven and new 

earth, through Jesus the Christ. 



Receiving Gifts 

Offertory: “In dulci jubilo” ................................................................... George Lachenauer 

     Ornamented Chorale 

Advent Response: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (refrain) .................. VENI EMMANUEL 
Rejoice, rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

Prayer of Dedication 

COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

Invitation  

Hymn 150: “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” (see text below)  ..................... MENDELSSOHN 

Benediction 

Postlude: “In dulci jubilo” .................................................................... George Lachenauer 

     Tango 
 

 

Worship Leaders: Tom Bloom, Dorisanne Cooper, Esther Soud Parker, Kelly Sasser, Melody Zentner  

The Call to Worship and Prayer of Confession were written by Joanna Harader, and posted on Spacious Faith.           

Bulletin Cover Art is by artist Carlye Daugird (@CarlyeCreates on Instagram and Facebook) for the resource, 

“Advent at Home. Restore. Resolve”, written by Mary Elizabeth Hanchey.  The image features three symbols that bring 

us Advent joy: the dove (a symbol of the Holy Spirit and a reminder of God’s presence with us), the star (a guide for 

the Magi and a reminder that God goes before us), and the rainbow (a reminder that God’s love includes everyone). 

Music Credits: Prelude, Offertory, and Postlude:“In dulci jubilo,” by George Lachenauer, © 1999 Belwin-Mills 

Publishing Corp.  Hymn 130: Setting by Chad Baker, © 2007 Augsburg Fortress.  Hymn 150: Setting by Karen Keene, 

© 1980 Harold Flammer, Inc. 

Music Notes: The original text of “In dulci jubilo” was written in 1328 by German mystic Heinrich Seuse after a 

vision of angels dancing and singing the words.  The tune dates from at least 1305 and has had many incarnations.  

Along the way, Martin Luther added a stanza to the text and the tune as we know it today was included in an 1582 

Finnish songbook Piae Cantiones (we will be hearing two other tunes from this collection on the Sunday after 

Christmas). 

Hymn credits: “My Soul Gives Glory to My God” Miriam Therese Winter, Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music, 

Charles H. Webb, “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”, Charles Wesley, Felix Mendelssohn, William H. Cummings © 

1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-700000. All 

rights reserved. 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


 



 



 


