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Thanksgiving  
Communion Service 
On Tuesday, November 24, 
“we gather together” at 6:30 
pm on Zoom for a time of giv-

ing thanks and celebrating communion.  Before the ser-
vice, we invite you to gather your candle and the ele-
ments for communion.  Take time to “set the table” 
with a plate of some kind of bread or crackers, along 
with a cup for each person and pitcher of juice or wa-
ter.   We look forward to sharing this time together.  

Pledge with Gratitude 
We are grateful for Watts St. Baptist 
Church. We are grateful for our con-
nection to God, to each other, and 
to our community.  Send your 
pledge by mailing your pledge card 
to the church office or by pledging 
online at wattsstreet.org/give by 
December 6 to help us plan for the 
2021 ministries of the church.  If 
you have not received your pledge card, call the church 
office.  Thank you for sharing your gifts. Even in these 
challenging times, our church reminds us that God is 
with us. 

COVID-19 Update 
We miss gathering together as a congregation!  Re-
ports of vaccines being developed are encouraging and 
we eagerly look forward to the day when we can once 
again say with the Psalmist, “I was glad when they said 
unto me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!’” (Psalm 
122:1). 

Until then, remember that we are limiting our use of 
the church building.  We are not scheduling meetings 
or classes inside the building at this time.  If you need 
to come inside the building for any reason, please wear 
a mask, use the hand sanitizer, and sign in on the form 
near the front desk of the church office.  Thank you for 
helping us stay safe during the pandemic! 

 

 

Advent at Home and at Church 
With the season of Advent we begin a new church 
year.  “Advent” comes from a Latin word meaning 
“coming” or “arrival.” Christians traditionally celebrate 
these four weeks as a time to reflect on and anticipate 
the “coming” of Christ at Christmas as well as the 
“coming” of Christ at the end of time. Advent is a time 
to notice the longing that runs through the silent crev-
ices in our souls. It helps us learn to wait in patience for 
that longing to be filled rather than hiding it or numb-
ing it with the noise of the world this season. Advent is 
also a time to embrace silence and stillness in order to 
see more clearly and hear more keenly the movement 
of the Spirit of God.  

During Advent we often focus on the themes of Hope, 
Peace, Joy and Love and refer to these as we light the 
Advent candles on our wreaths.  This year we’ll also be 
incorporating the themes outlined in the Advent devo-
tional resource, “Advent at Home: Restore, Resolve”, 
created by Mary Elizabeth 
Hanchey with beautiful art-
work by Carlye Daugird.  
Printed materials and can-
dles are available for pick 
up on the reception desk at 
church or you can contact 
esther@wattsstreet.org to have the printed resource 
mailed to you.   

As we continue our practice of virtual worship, we 
hope that you will be able to join in with us each week 
so that we might continue to see where God is at work 
in the world and our lives.   

 

 

 

See pages 4-5 for our  
Advent, Christmas,  

and Epiphany  
Calendar of Events! 
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Reaching In... 

Join us for Online Worship! 
While we desperately miss worshipping together in person, 
we hope you are finding meaning and connection through 
the online worship services.  On Fridays, we send out a 
church-wide email with the worship bulletin, the Watts 
Street Weekly, and a link to the WSBC facebook page.  The 
worship services are posted there each Sunday morning at 
11 am but good news, you can watch the video at ANY time!  
You are also able to go back and watch worship services 
from previous weeks.  And you do not need a facebook 
account to view the content on our page—just click “not 
now” when facebook prompts you to create an account.  
(You do, however, need an account in order to post 
comments.)  If you have trouble accessing the worship 
services, please contact Sherrill 919-688-1366, 
sherrill@wattsstreet.org) or Kelly (919-475-4335, 
kelly@wattsstreet.org).  We want to help you stay 
connected!      

For the Living of These Days 
Another point of connection during the pandemic is “For the 
Living of These Days”, our Zoom video gatherings on 
Wednesday nights from 6:30-7:15 p.m.  All are welcome for 
this interactive time of listening and reflection.  We’re 
having great participation and finding encouragement from 
seeing faces and hearing voices of our church family.  A link 
to  the Zoom meeting is sent out to the congregation each 
Wednesday.  If you need help getting on Zoom, please let us 
know! 

Adult Sunday School Classes 
Adults continue to meet via zoom for Sunday School. You are 
welcome to join us! Here’s a list of classes, schedules, and 
contact persons to request a zoom link: 

 Adult Seminar – Thursday, 7:00 p.m.  – Bob Jackson sets 
up zoom: bobj204@gmail.com  

 Bible Workbench – Sunday, 10:00 a.m. – Maggie 
Chotas:  maggiechotas@gmail.com  

 Faith Journeys – Sunday, 10:00 a.m. – Dick 
Rumer:  dick.rumer@gmail.com  

 Faith Perspectives – Sunday, 10:00 a.m. – Kevin 
O’Donovan: odonovan20@gmail.com  

 Lectionary Life Together – Sunday, 9:30 a.m. – Renee 
Connelly: renee.connelly@quintiles.com 

 Bible 101 – every other Sunday, 5:00 p.m. – Amy 
Armstrong: amy.armstrong@gmail.com 

Music Notes 
 Check out pages 4-5 for special music events during 

Advent.   
 2021 Hymn Sings: Starting in January, Melody and Tom 

will lead an outdoor Hymn Sing the last Sunday of each 
month through April.  Be on the look out for more 
information in the New Year.  

 THANK YOU!  We are all missing our time together to 
sing. A big thank you goes out to Anne Claire, Jenny and 
Cara for leading our young singers via zoom through 
some songs.      

Stewardship 2021 Pledge Update 
As of Wednesday, November 19, there were 86 pledges 
received totaling $429,198 towards our 2021 budget of 
$905,521.  Thank you to those who have pledged already.  

Giving to Watts Street 
Thank you for continuing to give through your checks to the 
church (mail to 800 Watts St. 27701), your automatic draft, 
or with online giving at wattsstreet.org/give. As of October 
31, revenues received year to date were $619,258.  Year to 
date expenses were $607,541.  Our ministry continues in 
these days thanks to all of us supporting it together. 

End of Year Giving 
As the year comes to a close, we encourage you to make 
sure your 2020 pledge is fulfilled. You can do this in person, 
through the mail postmarked by December 31 or online 
anytime at wattsstreet.org/give. We are grateful for the 
generosity of this congregation and the presence in the 
world that our budget helps us to be. 

Church Business Meeting Report 
At the Fall Church Business Meeting on Sunday, October 25 
on Zoom, the congregation voted to pass a budget for the 
coming 2021 year that remains at the same level as this 
year’s budget.  In addition the congregation voted to affirm 
and follow the recommendation from the Denominational 
Relations Committee to move funding for the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship to the Affirming Network of the CBF and 
to transfer our membership in the American Baptist 
Churches USA to the Rochester Genesee Region from the 
American Baptist Churches of the South. 

Thank you Notes: 
I am very grateful to my church family for the cards, calls and 
prayers you sent me during my hospitalization and 
convalescence back here at Croasdaile. Your care brightened 
those long days when I couldn't do much of anything.   
Ginny Chorley 

Reverend Cooper - Thank you!!  As I complete my first year as 
Dean of Wake Forest Divinity, each day provides a new 
source of hope and inspiration amidst these troubling times.  
That your congregation, a progressive vision of God’s 
inclusive love, continues to support our efforts brings me 
great joy.  Congregations like Watts Street Baptist are why I 
am here.  We want to expand what it means to be Baptist in 
the world.  Thank you for leading the way!   
One Luv, Jonathan Lee Walton 
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Watts Street  
Shopping Day  
at Bull City Fair Trade 
If you are not familiar with Bull City Fair Trade (BCFT), it 
began as One World Market in the fellowship hall of WSBC 
27 years ago. The store is unique and with our support, it 
changes the world each and every day. BCFT is the only fair 
trade, non-profit store in Durham! Your purchases make a 
big impact in creating opportunities and sustainable jobs 
around the world. 

BCFT has some of the most beautiful Christmas and holiday 
decorations and gifts in all of Durham! The annual Watts 
Street Shopping Day is Sunday, December 6, from 12:00 
noon to 5:00 p.m, and all WSBC shoppers receive a 10% 
discount on their purchases. COVID has changed the way 
that some of us shop, so you have two options. If you are 
comfortable coming into the store at 811 Ninth Street, just 
mention at checkout that you’re from Watts Street and get 
the 10% discount. Masks are required in the store and 
social distancing is observed. If you would prefer to shop 
on-line, just go to bullcityfairtrade.com and find many 
wonderful gift options there. Enter the code WATTSDAY at 
checkout for your discount. The discount code will be 
active from 12 am – 11:59 pm on the 6th, so you can shop 
online all day. Online orders can be shipped, picked up 
curbside, or delivered (over $30 and within 10 miles of the 
store). 

Questions? Ask any of these WSBC members, who also 
serve on the BCFT board of directors: Jan Williams, Steve 
Booth, Paula Januzzi-Godfrey, or Melissa Godwin. 

Mission Baskets for Walltown Food Pantry 
The Walltown Food Pantry is now serving over 135 seniors 
and handicapped recipients each month, a 33% increase 
over the months prior to the Covid-19 outbreak.  Watts 
Street members can support the Walltown Food Pantry in 
two ways: 

1.  Individuals can purchase $25, $50, or $100 gift cards 
from the following food sources: Dollar General, Dollar 
Tree, Harris-Teeter, Cosco or Wal-Mart. The gift cards 
should be sent to St. John’s Missionary Baptist Church, 917 
Onslow Street, Durham, NC 27705.  

2.  Watts Street members can order specific grocery items 
to ship or deliver directly to St. John’s Missionary Baptist 
Church, c/o Minister Silvia Belcher.  These items include: 
canned meat, canned green leaf vegetables, macaroni & 
cheese, jars of coffee and cream, gravy, sugar, breakfast 
bars, boxed mash potatoes, and small frozen turkeys and 
hams.   

If you have questions, contact Minister Silvia Belcher, at 
stjohnsba1@frontier.com of 919-286-0332, Ext 20. 

December Minute for Mission   
On December 8, Paula Januzzi-Godfrey will talk about the 
educational scholarships for students in Alegria and San 
Rafael in El Salvador.  All the students are associated with 
our sister church, Emmanuel Baptist in San Salvador.  
Please write checks to WSBC with "El Salvador 
Scholarships" on the memo line or consider the text giving 
option.  

Share Your Christmas 
While the pandemic has changed the 
ways we can participate in our traditional 
Share Your Christmas event with our 
Walltown neighbors, we are still engaging 
in the work of sharing Christmas with 
those of low wealth around us. Watts Street has been 
challenged to provide 40 gift cards of $40 by December 10. 
Suggested gift cards include Visa, Amazon, Wal-Mart, 
Roses, and King’s Red and White Grocery (305 E. Club 
Blvd). Gift cards and donations in any amount should be 
mailed to or dropped off at St. John’s Missionary Baptist 
Church, Attn: Sylvia Belcher, 917 Onslow, St. Durham, 
27705). Please be in touch with Bob Kruhm 
(rkruhm@nc.rr.com) or Rebeca Olmedo 
(roselolmedo@gmail.com) if you participate so that they 
can keep track of our process. Thank you Watts Street! 

Creation Care Ministry Tips!  
Wondering where to recycle all those plastic bags?  Many 
stores accept them in special receptacles.  Find the list of 
grocery stores and other retailers near your home by 
clicking on the link below and scrolling down to put in your 
zip code. https://www.plasticfilmrecycling.org/recycling-
bags-and-wraps/find-drop-off-location/ 

Bring Us Your Textiles!  
Reduce your waste going to the landfill. There is a textile 
reclamation bin next to the Mission House.  Place any 

clean well-used clothing, accessories, 
linens, and shoes there for use by 2nd 
hand markets and producers who make 
new products with recycled fibers.  This 
is a great way for us to care for God’s 
creation. 

Casseroles for UMD 
The WSBC Casserole Ministry supports Urban Ministries of 
Durham.  The challenge is to make twenty 9×13 pans to be 
delivered on the 3nd Tuesday of each month. There is a 
special need for food at the end of the month when people 
run out of money and come to UMD asking for food.  
Watch your email for a sign up link/instructions/recipe or 
contact Emily McCoy at mccoy320@gmail.com. 

 

Reaching Out... 
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Create an Advent Wreath 
Remember how much we enjoyed 
seeing the photos of each other and 
our flower decorated crosses on 
Easter Sunday?  Now we have an-
other opportunity to share our crea-
tivity!  The Adult Education Com-
mittee invites you to create your 
own Advent wreath at home.  It can be as simple or as elab-
orate as you wish, 4 candles for each of the Sundays in Ad-
vent and a candle representing Christ.  If you would like to 
have Advent candles in the traditional colors of pink, purple 
and white, there are some available at the Church.   

We would then like for you to take 5 photos of your Advent 
Wreath and your family.  In each picture show a different 
candle lit – one picture with one candle, second picture 
with two candles lit, third picture with three candles lit, 
fourth picture with four candles lit and fifth picture with five 
candles lit.  Please email your photos to Esther at es-
ther@wattsstreet.org by December 2.  A variety of photos 
will be shown in worship during the Sundays in Advent.  We 
look forward to experiencing all the wonderful creativity 
that Watts Street has to offer! 

Remember to pick up your Advent Devotional Packet at the 
church to use along with your wreath each day in Advent.  If 
you would us to mail the packet to you, please let Esther 
know.  November 29 is the first Sunday of Advent and we 
look forward to seeing pictures of you and your family with 
your Advent Wreath!  

Advent I 
Sunday, November 29 
Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
Theme: Restore (Hope) 
Scripture: Isaiah 64:1-9; Mark 13:24-37 
Worship service shared on WSBC facebook page at 11 am 

Outdoor Christmas Carol Sing 
Saturday, December 5 
12:00-12:35 pm in the WSBC parking lot 

This event is open to anyone who would like 
to sing but it is very important you contact 
Melody Zentner if you plan to participate.  
We will adhere to the recommended number 
for outdoor gathering. Everyone needs to 
wear a facemask, bring a chair, and social dis-
tance at least 10 feet apart.  
 

Young Adult Ministry  
Holiday Bonfire 
Saturday, December 5 
4:30-6:30 pm at the Lutz Farm 
College students and young adults, 
join us for a masked and social dis-
tanced Holiday Bonfire! Hot drinks 
will be provided and we’ll play the classic gift exchange 
game (bring something fun, wrapped, and in the $5-10 
range). Friends are welcome! For more information contact 
kelly@wattsstreet.org or erinlutz@mindspring.com. 

Advent II 
Sunday, December 6 
Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
Theme: Comfort (Peace) 
Scripture: Isaiah 40:1-11, Mark 1:1-8 
Worship service shared on WSBC facebook page at 11 am 

Service of Remembrance and Hope 
Sunday, December 6 
4 pm on Zoom 
A place to grieve, pray, and receive God’s hope 
in the midst of the holiday season.  All who 
grieve, whether the loss is recent or several 
years ago, are invited to this service offered by 
the WSBC Deacons.   

WSBC Senior Adult Christmas Gathering 
Tuesday, December 8 
12:00 pm on Zoom 
Join us for festive fellowship, poetry and 
storytelling, Christmas carols, and lots of 
good cheer!  Wear your favorite Christmas 
sweater or festive accessories and come 
prepared to tell us about a favorite toy 
from when you were little.   

Advent III  
Sunday, December 13  
Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
Theme: Joy 
Scripture: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11, Luke 1.46b-55 
Worship service shared on WSBC facebook page at 11 am 

 
 

2020 Advent/Christmas/Epiphany at Watts Street 
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Mini Christmas Concert 
Sunday, December 13 
4:00-4:30 pm outside the church sanctuary 

Tom Bloom (organ) and Melody Zentner (piano) will 
present a mini Christmas Concert for our community.  The 
church doors will be open wide so bring a chair, wear a 
mask and social distance outside to listen to some of your 
favorite Christmas Carols. Since Watts Street is closed off 
to thru traffic this is a great opportunity to hear (and sing) 
some music.  Weather date will be Saturday, Dec. 19 at 4 
pm. 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 
Wednesday, December 16 
6:30 pm shared on WSBC facebook page  
Experience the wonder of the birth of 
Jesus through the eyes of our children.  
See details on page 6 or contact Esther 
Soud Parker for more in formation.   

Advent IV 
Sunday, December 20 
Dorisanne Cooper preaching 
Theme: Resolve (Love) 
Scripture: Luke 1:26-38 
Worship service shared on WSBC facebook page at 11 am 

Youth Group Christmas Movie 
Sunday, December 20 
What happens when the “Christmas Carol” meets the 
Pandemic meets the WSBC Youth Group?  Tune in to find 
out and get ready for some Christmas cheer! 
Shared on WSBC facebook page at 6 pm 

Christmas Eve Service 
Thursday, December 24 
Scripture: Luke 2:1-20 
Worship service shared on  
WSBC facebook page  

This year we are offering a virtual Christmas Eve worship 
experience with elements of our traditional Moravian 
Lovefeast.  We’ll hear the Gospel story of the birth of Jesus, 
sing along to familiar carols, and raise our candles as we 
sing “Joy to the World”.   

We’ve ordered Lovefeast candles and Moravian sweet rolls 
for you to use in your homes.  These materials, along with 
the worship bulletin, will be available to pick up in the 

church office on December 22 or can be delivered to your 
door on December 23.  More details coming soon! 

Merry Christmas!   
Friday, December 25 
Christ is born! How great our joy! 

First Sunday after Christmas 
Sunday, December 27  
Scripture: Luke 2:22-40 
Christmas-tide carols, readings, and special music 
Worship service shared on WSBC facebook page at 11 am 

Epiphany Sunday 
Sunday, January 3 
Scripture: Matthew 2:1-12 
Join us as we greet the Magi and the Light of Christ 
Worship service shared on WSBC facebook page at 11 am 

Very special thanks to each person who helped  
wrap candles or decorate the sanctuary this year!  

2020 Advent/Christmas/Epiphany at Watts Street 
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Advent Crafts 
On November 29, from 3:30 to 5:00 
p.m., families of WSBC children are 
invited to a drive-through Advent craft 
pick up.  Craft bags will be provided 
with supplies to make a variety of fun 
Christmas crafts and Christmas cards.  
Send pictures to Esther of your child 
creating their advent craft or hanging 
it on the tree!  Special thanks to Hannah Barrett for 
organizing the crafts.   We look forward to seeing you 
November 29th!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Pageant  
Children present “The Christmas Story” on December 16 
at 6:30 p.m. via Facebook.    All children, nursery to fifth 
graders, are invited to participate in a variety of ways 
including reading scripture, singing Christmas Carols, 
bringing gifts to the baby Jesus, and more.  We 
encourage you to create costumes for Angels, 
Shepherds, Wise People, Barn Animals, etc. at home. 
We look forward to seeing your child’s creativity in 
telling the story. Look for an upcoming email with more 
information.  Contact Esther by November 25 to sign up 
to participate in the Christmas Pageant.    

Children’s Sunday School 

Children and teachers gather for Sunday School each 
week via Zoom.  It’s a great time to connect with 
friends, learn a Bible story, and sing together.  Look for 
the weekly zoom email and join us every Sunday 
morning: 

 Preschoolers - 9:00 to 9:15 a.m. 
 1st – 3rd Graders - 9:30 to 9:50 a.m.   
 4th – 5th Graders - 10:00 to 10:35 a.m. 
 
 

Kinderpraise 
All preschoolers are invited to 
join Anne Claire Broughton and 
Jenny Barrier on Wednesday 
nights from 5:30 to 5:45 p.m. for 
Kinderpraise choir.  It’s a fun time to sing together and 
see our Watts Street friends.  Check your email for the 
weekly zoom link.  

Children’s Mission Offering Challenge  
The week of Children’s Sabbath, October 18, all first –
fifth graders received $10 from the WSBC Missions 
Committee.  Here’s how some of the children used their 
money:  

Etta and Annie decided to split their money between a 
project Annie learned about at school, “11 year old girl 
still creating kindness packs for the homeless”, and 
Urban Ministries. Thanks for this cool children's 
project. Etta Crews, 3rd grade and Annie Crews, 1st grade 
 
“I’m donating my money to World Relief in Durham to 
help refugee children.  I think it is important for people 
to be with their families. When people come here, we 
want them to be able to stay together and say they are 
all welcome.” Amelia King, 1st grade 
 
I gave my mission money to somebody at Whole Foods. 
Thanks. Owen Morrison, 2nd grade  
 
Thank you for the Mission Offering.  I decided to donate 
my $10 to Mukhanyo Christian Academy (MCA).  MCA is 
a sister school to my school, Trinity School of Durham 
and Chapel Hill.  Every year we sponsor a run and take 
donations for MCA.  “Friends of Mukhanyo is a Christian 
ministry providing a quality, faith- based education for 
AIDS orphans and other vulnerable children in South 
Africa, giving them the opportunity to go beyond daily 
survival to experiencing lives of accomplishment and 
service.” Kaden Nichols, 4th grade 

I chose to give my missions money to Covid-19 relief at 
UNC Hospital! “Gifts to the COVID-19 Response Fund will 
provide critical funding for UNC Health’s immediate 
needs to fight the pandemic.” Wren Sasser, 4th grade 
 
 

Children’s Ministry 
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Youth Ministry 

Celebrating the 2020 Fall Bazaar!   
This year's "virtual" version of the Annual Fall Bazaar 
was a grand success! Make that SIX GRAND raised to 
support our Youth Summer Service/Learning 
Experiences, the Good Shepherd Window restoration, 
and three community organizations our youth chose 
to support. THANK YOU, THANK YOU to all of our 
artisans, chefs, bakers, donors, volunteers, and 
shoppers!!! And to top it all off, we loved seeing so 
many church members and friends at the Drive-thru, 
Pick-up day!  Congratulations to Susan Brooks who 
won the raffle for Diana Jackson’s beautiful quilt.  (We 
sold 786 tickets!)  

Giving Thanks for WSBC Youth 

 To the youth who responded to our Social Media 
Encouragement Challenge.  We are sharing these 
images each week on the church facebook page 
and the youth group Instagram.  We also printed 
out the images to give out as Blessing Cards to 
everyone who came to the Bazaar Drive Thru. 

 To the youth in the Red and Purple groups for 
cutting, gluing, and tying ribbon on the Blessing 
cards we gave out at the Bazaar. 

 To Erin and Worth Lutz for hosting us for our 
annual Fall Bonfire.  It was a BEAUTIFUL night at 
the farm and so relaxing and fun to play volleyball 
and Corn Hole, throw the frisbee and football 
around, play on the swings, climb trees, and just 
enjoy being outside.  We capped it off with 
conversation around the bonfire and a night game 
of Werewolf.   

 To youth in the Blue and Aqua groups for writing 
thank you notes related to the Bazaar.   

 To Braxton Kruhm and Ike Mitchell for helping 
prepare 150 meals for Urban Ministries on 
November 19. 

 To all the youth and adult helpers who are joining 
us for online Zoom meetings each Sunday night 
and for in-person, small group gatherings on 
Touch Base Tuesdays and Mid-Week Service/
Learning projects.  The pandemic doesn’t change 
our primary goals as a youth ministry: connecting 
with God and with each other and living out our 
faith in service to the world.  We’ve been leaning 
into those goals and values, even when it’s hard.   

A social-distanced Parking Lot Sing.  A grand day out at the Fall Bazaar 
Drive-Thru.  And a beautiful night for luminaries on All Saints’ Day. Scenes from November 2020 
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THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH   --   “Every Member a Minister” 
CHURCH STAFF 

Tom Bloom Organist 
Dorisanne Cooper Senior Minister 
Sherrill Figuera  Office Manager 
Esther Soud Parker Minister with Children and Their Families 
Kelly Sasser Minister with Youth and Their Families 
Bobby Sturdivant Custodian 
Cara Valenti Youth Choir Director 
Melody Zentner Director of Music Ministries 

Watts Street Baptist Church 

800 Watts Street 

Durham, NC  27701 

Phone: 919-688-1366 

Fax: 919-688-7255 

E-mail:  sherrill@wattsstreet.org 

WattsLine:  sherrill@wattsstreet.org 

Website:  www.wattsstreet.org 

Mailing Address Label 1 
Mailing Address Label 2 

Mailing Label Address 3 

 From Dorisanne Cooper 

An Advent like no other.  That certainly describes this year in the most obvious of ways.  While we will each continue to navi-
gate our individual lives these days—our individual joys and sorrows, losses and healing, illnesses and health, we will all 
(ironically) share the experience of not gathering in person as a church body to worship, decorate, eat, sing, and so many other 
things we love.  While we certainly grieve those losses among others, I want to encourage you still to be intentional about 
some of the ways you mark this coming season.  There will still be (online) services and resources offered (see the Advent sec-
tion of this WattsLine).  Perhaps you find yourself with more time on your hands this year (Will this be the year that I make it 
through every day of an Advent devotion?  Is this the year to find some way to actually mark the 12 days of the Christmas sea-
son?)  Or perhaps you are more harried this year with children housebound who usually have outlets that are not an option 
this year (and thus the idea of intention seems almost laughable).  So while I hope you have plans to try a weekly Advent can-
dle lighting ritual and reflection questions we sent out, I thought I’d offer a few more very simple ideas that you might consider 
as part of the coming weeks.*  Adapt these however fits for you.  And know that we as a staff are holding you in the Advent 
Light all through these days. 

Christmas Card Prayers/Reflection— 
As you receive Christmas cards, put them in a basket on your dinner table or any prominent location.  At one of your meals 
that day or week, take the cards out one by one and say a simple prayer or blessing for the one(s) who sent it.  You could also 
tell or remember stories about them.  Your prayer might be, “Thank you God for this family [share their names].  May they feel 
your Spirit’s presence with them now and in the coming year.  Amen.” 

Nature Walk— 
As you are able, plan a walk outside in your neighborhood or along a favorite (or new) trail.  Take note of the things that re-
mind you of Advent or Christmas—pine needles, red berries, (maybe even snow?).  Or even just why you are drawn to the 
beauty of something you see.  Take some intentional time to breathe in fresh air and say a prayer of gratitude for the gift of 
creation.  “Thank you God for the gift of creation.” 

Gratitude Café— 
Make hot chocolate for each person.  While it cools or as you drink it, go around the circle and have each person name some-
thing they are grateful for.  Go around more than once if you wish.  When you are done, end by saying “Thank you, God, for 
these gifts.  Amen.” 

*Excerpted and adapted from Faithful Families for Advent and Christmas: 100 Ways to Make the Season Sacred by Traci Smith, 
(Chalice Press: 2020). 


