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THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

Chimes 

Welcome – Dorisanne Cooper 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Prelude: “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel” ................................................... Flor Peeters 

ANTICIPATING THE ADVENT OF CHRIST  

Call to Worship 

Minister: The heavens are being torn open! 

People: The mountains quake at God’s presence. 

Minister: The face of God is soon to shine among us. 

People: Even the stars cannot hold God’s glory! 

Hymn 119: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (see text below)  ................ VENI EMMANUEL 

The Lighting of the Advent Candle 

Reader: Advent is the season of preparation for the coming of the Christ child.   

 The prophet Isaiah says, “For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick 

darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and the Lord’s glory will 

be seen upon you.” 

Light bearer:  Why do we light this candle? 

People: We light this candle to proclaim the coming of the light of God.  With 

this coming, there is hope that our Savior’s love will fill the world and set 

all people free. 

People sing: “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” (stanza 3) ...... REJOICE, REJOICE 

 Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, though dark the winter and cheerless,  

 The rising sun shall crown you with light, be strong and loving and fearless;  

 Love be our song and love our prayer, and love our endless story,  

 May God fill ev’ry day we share, and bring us at last into glory. 



ADVENT STORY – Esther Soud Parker 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Minister:  The season of Advent calls us to be still, to pay attention, to wait, and to hope.  

We offer our prayers of confession, first in silence.   

Prayers of Confession in Silence 

Corporate Confession:  Restore us, O God of hosts.  Let your face shine, that we may be 

saved.  Save us, O Lord, from traps of our own creating: from fear that blocks the 

way of love, from worry that blocks the way of joy, from isolation that block the 

way of relationship, from structural injustices that keep the world bound.  Forgive 

us, O God of hosts, until the stars fall from heaven and we live as people 

transformed.  Amen.  

Assurance of Pardon 

    People:  Thanks be to God. 

Prayer for Hope 

ATTENDING TO THE WORD 

Scripture Readings: Isaiah 64:1-9, Mark 13:24-37 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Meditation – Dorisanne Cooper 

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: God of hopeful waiting, we give thanks for all the ways you reveal your light 

to us. 

People: May these offerings nurture the ways your promise is breaking into the world 

in acts of compassion, justice, and peace. 

Receiving Gifts 

Offertory: “Veni Emmanuel” ............................................................................... Pietro Yon 

Advent Response: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (refrain) .................. VENI EMMANUEL 
Rejoice, rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

Prayer of Dedication 



COMMITTING OUR LIVES IN FAITH 

Invitation  

Hymn 124: “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” (see text below)  ........................ PICARDY 

Benediction 

Postlude: “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel” ............................................... Marilyn Biery 

 

 

Liturgists: Esther Soud Parker, Kelly Sasser 

Bulletin Cover Art is by artist Carlye Daugird (@CarlyeCreates on Instagram and Facebook) for the 

resource, “Advent at Home. Restore. Resolve”, written by Mary Elizabeth Hanchey.  The image depicts the 

Japanese art of Kintsugi, where a broken and otherwise useless item is restored and rebuilt using the 

precious metal of gold.  The technique conveys that sometimes in the process of restoring things that have 

been broken, we actually create something more unique, beautiful and resilient.  Advent helps us to name 

the places where we long for restoration and here God meets us to begin that work.   

Music Credits: Prelude: Flor Peeters, © 2000 Augsburg Fortress.  Offertory: Public Domain.  Postlude: 

Marilyn Biery, © 2000 Augsburg Fortress.  Hymn 119: Settings by Charles Callahan, © 2006 Birnamwood 

Publications; Noel Rawsthorne, © 1991 Kevin Mayhew Ltd.  Hymn 124:  Settings by Ronald Arnatt, © 

1979 Augsburg Publishing House; Noel Rawsthorne, © 1991 Kevin Mayhew Ltd.   

Music Notes:   The text of “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” can be traced back 1200 years to the singing of 

the O Antiphons on the seven days before Christmas Eve (see The Chalice Hymnal, number 120).  The 

Latin text on which English versions of the hymn are based dates to at least the 12th century.  The tune, 

commonly sung today in both chant and metrical versions, dates back to at least the 15th century. 

Hymn credits:  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” John Mason Neale, Henry Sloane Coffin, Thomas 

Helmore, “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”, Gerard Moultrie, The English Hymnal © 1995, Chalice 

Press, All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-700000. All 

rights reserved. 
 

 
 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 
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