
A SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING 
Watts Street Baptist Church 

November 24, 2020 

6:30 p.m. on Zoom 

 
The call for Thanksgiving, in our day, is a call for a kind of inner-disarmament — not a call for 

naiveté, but a stripping down so that we can see once again what really matters. I want to have 

awakened in me a new spirit of Thanksgiving. I want to recover simplicity, passion, and joy in the 

sheer giftedness of life in responding to the generosity and hospitality of God. — Alan Jones 

 

GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE: “Come, Ye, Thankful People, Come” ....................... ST. GEORGE’S WINDSOR 

Melody Zentner, piano 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

SCRIPTURE:  Psalm 126 

 

THE COMMUNITY GIVES THANKS 
I will call to mind all the deeds of the Lord, I will remember your wonders of old. 

I will meditate on your mighty love, and these memories will heal my soul. 

In remembering, my heart will be made whole.  - based on Psalm 77:11-12 

  

THE CALL TO COMMUNION 

Reader One: The love and peace of Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Reader Two:  We give you thanks and praise, Creator of us all,  

that you have given us space and time to live, love, and worship you. 

Blessed is your image in all creation. 

Reader Three: Blessed are you for the food we eat, the air we breathe, the 

preciousness of friends and family, the community of faith. 

Blessed are you who gave us eyes to see your goodness in the things you created, ears 

to hear your Word, and hands to serve and give and bless. 

Reader Four: But most of all we bless you for your Son, Jesus Christ, your Word of 

love, who nourishes us with the Bread of Life and the Cup of our Salvation.   

Reader Five: Generous God, listen to our thanksgiving.  

Send your Spirit to all who share this earth. 

Increase in us a concern for the lonely, for the poor, for the homeless,  

for those we forget, and for all who are in need. 

Reader Six: We pray that we may live your gospel and that our church may be a sign 

of Christ’s presence, serving others out of love and thanksgiving to you. Amen.  

 

THE CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION 

 

HYMN: “Now Thank We All Our God” ........................................................ NUN DANKET 
Please mute your audio and sing to your heart’s content. 

Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices, 



who wondrous things has done, in whom the world rejoices, 

who, from our mothers’ arms, has blessed us on our way 

with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 
 

O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, 

with ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us, 

and keep us full of grace, and guide us when perplexed, 

and free us from all ills in this world and the next. 
 

All praise and thanks to God our Father and our Mother 

to Christ and to the One who binds us to each other, 

the one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore, 

for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. 

 

BENEDICTION  

As you go, remember that the steadfast love of the Lord never ceases;  

God’s mercies never come to an end.  They are new every morning. 

Let our praise echo throughout the world. 

Let our thankfulness take the shape of love and care for our neighbors. 

Great is God’s faithfulness.  Great is our thankfulness.   

All: Thanks be to God!  

 

BENEDICTION:  “Let All Things Now Living” .............................................ASH GROVE 
 

 

“Come, Ye, Thankful People, Come”ST.  ......................................................GEORGE’S WINDSOR 

Come, ye thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest home; 

all is safely gathered in, ere the winter storms begin; 

God, our Maker, doth provide for our wants to be supplied; 

come to God’s own temple, come, raise the song of harvest home. 
 

All the blessings of the field, all the stores the gardens yield, 

all the fruits in full supply, ripened ‘neath the summer sky, 

all that spring with bounteous hand scatters o’er the smiling land, 

all that liberal autumn pours from its rich o’er-flowing stores. 
 

These to thee, our God, we owe, source whence all our blessings flow; 

and for these our souls shall raise grateful vows and solemn praise. 

Come, then, thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest home; 

come to God’s own temple, come, raise the song of harvest home. 

 

“Let All Things Now Living” .............................................................................ASH GROVE 

Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving  

to God our Creator triumphantly raise;  

who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us,  

by guiding us on to the end of our days.   

God’s banners are o’er us, pure light goes before us,  

a pillar of fire shining forth in the night:  

till shadows have vanished, all fearfulness banished,  

as forward we travel from light into Light. 
 

By law God enforces. The stars in their courses,  

the sun in its orbit obediently shine;  



the hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains,  

the depths of the ocean proclaim God divine.   

We, too, should be voicing our love and rejoicing  

with glad adoration, a song let us raise:  

till all things now living, unite in thanksgiving,  

to God in the highest, hosanna and praise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


