
 

 

 

 
 

Evidence of the presence of the Kingdom of God is thick wherever and 
whenever people stand on the promise of God that there is more to 
this world—more to this life—than what we see. There is more than 
the getting over, getting by, or getting mine. There is more than the 
brokenness, the destruction, and the despair that threaten to wash 
over us like the waters of the deep. There is a vision of a world where 
God cuts through the chaos, where God speaks and there is light. 
There is a vision where there is protection and where love is binding 
every relationship together. 

Lisa Sharon Harper, The Very Good Gospel: How Everything Wrong Can Be Made 
Right (Waterbrook: 2016), 205. 

 

 

NOVEMBER 22, 2020 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

NOVEMBER 22, 2020 

REIGN OF CHRIST/CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome – Dorisanne Cooper 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:   And also with you. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Te Deum” .................................................................................... Louis Marchand 
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PRAISING GOD 

Call to Worship 

Minister:   Let the whole earth rejoice in the Lord. 

People:    Let us worship God with grateful hearts. 

Minister:   Come into the presence of Christ who reigns forever. 

People:      Let us enter God’s sanctuary with thankful praise. 

Minister:    Bless the name of the Lord. 

People:    Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Hymn 233: “Alleluia!  Sing to Jesus” (see text below) ....................................... HYFRYDOL 

Time with Children – Esther Soud Parker 

OFFERING OUR PRAYERS 

Minister:  Through prayer, the eyes of our hearts are opened and we discover the hope 

to which we are called.  And through prayer, we learn to see God in the face of those 

in need around us.  Let us now offer our prayers of confession, first in silence. 

Silent Prayers 

 

 



Corporate Confession:  Sovereign God, we confess that we are not ready for your 

kingdom.  You guide us toward right paths, but we refuse to follow where you lead.  

You love and feed and care for us, but we fail to love and serve others.  Forgive us, 

merciful God, so that we may return to your fold and rejoice in your presence; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, the Lamb upon the throne. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer – Esther Soud Parker 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  

Amen. 

ATTENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Meditation – Dorisanne Cooper 

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Stewardship Statement – Watts Street Youth 

Minister:  God of abundance, let our giving remind us to look for the reign of Christ all 

around us. 

People:  Use our offerings and our lives to further your kingdom here and now, 

offering hope and love to those around us.  Amen.  

Receiving of Gifts 

At this time, we invite you to fill out your pledge card  

to support the 2021 church budget.   

You can mail in the card you received or pledge online at www.wattsstreet.org 

Offertory: “Te Deum” ................................................................................. Louis Marchand 
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Response (Hymn 715, stanza 3) ....................................................................... NUN DANKET 

All praise and thanks to God our Father and our Mother, 

To Christ and to the One who binds us to each other, 

The one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore, 

For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. 

Prayer of Dedication 

RESPONDING IN FAITH 

Invitation 

Hymn 272: “The Church’s One Foundation” (see text below) ............................... AURELIA 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Te Deum” .................................................................................. Louis Marchand 
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Liturgists: Esther Soud Parker, Kelly Sasser                                    Bulletin Cover Photo: David C. Smith 

Music Credits: Prelude, Offertory, and Postlude: Public Domain.  Hymn 233 Setting by Noel Rawsthorne, © 1991 

Kevin Mayhew Ltd.  Hymn 272: Setting by John A. Behnke, © 2002 Hope Publishing Company. 

Music Notes:  Louis Marchand (1669-1732) was a French Baroque organist, harpsichordist, and composer.  Born into 

an organist’s family, Marchand was a child prodigy and quickly established himself as one of the best known French 

virtuosos of his day.  Today’s organ music is from his setting of the Te Deum Laudamus “We Praise Thee, O God,” a 

Christian hymn dating to at least A.D. 387, though its origins are thought to be earlier.  The sections played today are 

from the latter half of the canticle since it is most appropriate for Christ King Sunday; some sections use the chant, 

others interpret the text freely.  Here is the text: 

Thou art the King of glory, O Christ. 

Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father. 

When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man, 

Thou didst humble thyself to be born of a Virgin. 

When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death, 

Thou didst open the kingdom of heaven  

to all believers. 

Thou sittest at the right hand of God,  

in the glory of the Father. 

We believe that thou shalt come to be our judge. 

We therefore pray thee, help thy servants, 

Whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious blood. 

Make them to be number with thy saints, 

In glory everlasting. 

Hymn credits: “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”, William C. Dix, Rowland H. Prichard,  “The Church’s One Foundation”, 

Samuel J. Stone, Laurence Hull Stookey, Samuel S. Wesley © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved.  Reprinted with 

permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-700000. All rights reserved. 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/
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