
 

 

 

 

 

 

OCTOBER 25, 2020 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

OCTOBER 25, 2020 

THE TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome – Dorisanne Cooper 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:   And also with you. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “My Jesus, I Shall Not Leave” (Chorale, Variation I).... Johann Gottfried Walther 

I shall never leave Jesus, 

while I must live on earth; 

with confidence I have given to him 

what I have and am; 

everything is directed towards him: 

I shall not leave my Jesus 

PRAISING GOD 

Call to Worship 

Minister: You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,  

 and with all your soul, and with all your mind. 

People: And you shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

Minister: Drawn by love, we come, to offer our whole selves in Christ’s service. 

People: Let us worship the Lord! 

Hymn 67: “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” (see text below) ................................. ST. ANNE 

Time with Children – Esther Soud Parker 

OFFERING OUR PRAYERS 

Minister: We know the greatest commandments are to love the Lord with heart, soul, 

and mind and to love our neighbor as ourselves.  As we move into a time of prayer, 

may these words dwell in our hearts and rest on our lips.  We offer our prayers of 

confession, first in silence. 

Silent Prayers 



Corporate Confession:  O God, we confess we are often slow to act upon your greatest 

commandments.  When we encounter neighbors in need, we are quick to pass 

judgment, even though love demands empathy.  We see your children suffering, but 

are too busy, too weary to respond, even though love demands compassion.  We see 

unjust systems that strip others of dignity, but believe we are powerless to effect 

change, even though love demands action.  And whenever we do not treat our 

neighbors as we ourselves would hope to be treated, we do not love you fully.  

Forgive us, Lord.  Purify our hearts, restore our souls, and transform our minds, so 

that we might be faithful to your commandments.  Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer – Kelly Sasser 

ATTENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: Matthew 22:34-46 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of Christ. 

People: May the Spirit grant us understanding. 

Meditation – Dorisanne Cooper 

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister:  Loving God, we are ill at ease in a world we cannot control, but you have 

given us the secret of love. 

People:  Grant us so to love our neighbors and ourselves, that we may find you whom 

we seek with heart and mind and soul and strength.  

Receiving of Gifts 

Offertory: “My Jesus, I Shall Not Leave” (Variation II) .............. Johann Gottfried Walther 

I shall never leave Jesus, 

while I must live on earth; 

with confidence I have given to him 

what I have and am; 

everything is directed towards him: 

I shall not leave my Jesus 

 

 

 



Doxology............................................................................................ LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Prayer of Dedication 

RESPONDING IN FAITH 

Reaffirming our Church Covenant (see below) 

Invitation 

Hymn 494: “They’ll Know We Are Christians” (see text below) ................ ST. BRENDAN’S 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “My Jesus, I Shall Not Leave” (Variation VI) .............. Johann Gottfried Walther 

I shall never leave Jesus, 

while I must live on earth; 

with confidence I have given to him 

what I have and am; 

everything is directed towards him: 

I shall not leave my Jesus 

 

Liturgists: Esther Soud Parker, Kelly Sasser         Bulletin Cover Art: David Ewart, www.holytextures.com 

Music Credits: Prelude, Offertory, and Postlude: Public Domain  

Music Note:  Johann Gottfried Walther (1684-1748) was a composer, music theorist, organist, and lexicographer.  He 

was exactly contemporaneous with his cousin, Johann Sebastian Bach.  As a composer, he is best known for his 

preludes based on chorales and his transcriptions of many orchestral concertos of his day; they became a model for 

Bach’s transcriptions of Ernst, Vivaldi, and others.  The text of this chorale, from 1658 by Christian Keymann, is 

typical of his hymn texts, known for being “full of faith under manifold and heavy trials, and deeply spiritual.” 

Hymn credits: “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”, Isaac Watts, William Croft, “They’ll Know We Are Christians”, 

Peter Scholtes © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License 

#A-700000. All rights reserved. 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


  



 



The WSBC Covenant 

Having been called by God and led by the Holy Spirit to confess Jesus Christ as Lord, and 

having been baptized into the Church gathered in this place and throughout the world, we 

enter into covenant with God and with one another.  We promise: 

 to worship together, witnessing to God’s redemptive and sustaining grace; 

 to seek to grow in the knowledge of God revealed in Jesus and in our own 

personal experience; 

 to study the Bible and to pray for guidance from the Holy Spirit in applying its 

teachings to our lives; 

 to instruct others in the Christian faith and in our Baptist heritage; 

 to teach the children among us by word and example that in obedience to God 

they will find life’s highest purpose and richest meanings; 

 to love one another, being slow to judge and quick to forgive; 

 to celebrate different views and gifts among us, confident that we are one body in 

Christ; 

 to minister to one another with compassion, sharing both joys and sorrows; 

 to contribute time, money, and abilities to the Church’s ministry; 

 to proclaim the gospel to those who do not know Jesus as savior; 

 to embody God’s forgiveness in all our relationships, both at home and at work; 

 to promote peace and justice wherever we touch other lives; 

 to support the mission of the Church by feeding, housing, and befriending the 

needy; 

 to seek the kingdom of God on earth, knowing that nothing can separate us from 

God’s love. 

We enter into this covenant freely, promising to abide by its claims on our lives and to 

renew it regularly with one another before God. 

 

 


