
from A Letter to a Young Activist by Thomas Merton 

Do not depend on the hope of results. When you are doing the sort of work you have 
taken on, essentially an apostolic work, you may have to face the fact that your work 
will be apparently worthless and even achieve no result at all, if not perhaps results 
opposite to what you expect. As you get used to this idea, you start more and more to 
concentrate not on the results but on the value, the rightness, the truth of the work 
itself. And there too a great deal has to be gone through as gradually you struggle less 
and less for an idea and more and more for specific people. The range tends to narrow 
down, but it gets much more real. In the end, it is the reality of personal relationships 
that saves everything. 

The big results are not in your hands or mine, but they suddenly happen, and we can 
share in them; but there is no point in building our lives on this personal satisfaction, 
which may be denied us and which after all is not that important. 

The next step in the process is for you to see that your own thinking about what you are 
doing is crucially important. You are probably striving to build yourself an identity in 
your work, out of your work and your witness. You are using it, so to speak, to protect 
yourself against nothingness, annihilation. That is not the right use of your work. All the 
good that you will do will come not from you but from the fact that you have allowed 
yourself, in the obedience of faith, to be used by God’s love. Think of this more and 
gradually you will be free from the need to prove yourself, and you can be more open to 
the power that will work through you without your knowing it. 

The great thing after all is to live, not to pour out your life in the service of a myth: and 
we turn the best things into myths. If you can get free from the domination of causes 
and just serve Christ’s truth, you will be able to do more and will be less crushed by the 
inevitable disappointments. Because I see nothing whatever in sight but much 
disappointment, frustration and confusion. 

The real hope, then, is not in something we think we can do but in God who is making 
something good out of it in some way we cannot see. If we can do God’s will, we will be 
helping in this process. But we will not necessarily know all about it before hand. 
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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

OCTOBER 11, 2020 

THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome – Kelly Sasser 

     Minute for Mission: Communities in Partnership – Camryn Smith 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:   And also with you. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Composition on a Plainsong” ....................................................... John Dunstable 

PRAISING GOD 

Call to Worship – Ann Koonce and Henry Koonce 

Minister: Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, Rejoice! 

People: Today we choose to rejoice.  Today we choose to worship and give thanks. 

Minister: Seek the peace of God that will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

People: Today we choose God’s peace; today we place our trust in God. 

Minister: Turn your hearts away from the distractions and disappointments of life that 

will always flow in and flow out like the tide.  Set your affections on things 

above and worship the Lord who loves you and cares for you. 

People: We come to worship God who is excellent and worthy of praise! 

Hymn 15: “Rejoice, You Pure in Heart” (see text below) ....................................... MARION 

Time with Children – Esther Soud Parker 

OFFERING OUR PRAYERS 

Minister: We enter into a time of prayer seeking to become the whole persons God calls 

us to be in Christ Jesus.  We offer our prayers of confession, first in silence.  

Silent Prayers 

 

 



Corporate Confession:  Loving God, today we confess that we have more golden calves 

in our lives than we are willing to name. Forgive us, Lord, for the many times we 

have substituted trust in family, trust in money, or trust in things for trust in you. 

Forgive us Lord, for being distracted when we thought we perceived your absence or 

for running back to old habits when we feared that we were on our own. Remind us 

that we are never alone, that you are our God, and that you are always at work for our 

good. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer – Esther Soud Parker 

ATTENDING TO THE WORD 

Gospel: Exodus 32:1-14 – Lily Lehman 

Minister: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God 

Meditation – Kelly Sasser 

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: “Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 

whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if 

there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.”   

People: Let us put into practice what we have learned or received or heard or seen and 

trust that the God of peace be with us.    (adapted from Philippians 4:8-9) 

Receiving of Gifts 

Offertory: “Gloria: Two Parts on a Round Theme” ........................................Thomas Tallis 

Doxology............................................................................................ LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Prayer of Dedication 

RESPONDING IN FAITH 

Invitation 



Hymn 619: “My Life Flows On” (see text below) ............. HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Toccata in A Minor” ................................................. Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck 

 

Liturgists: Esther Soud Parker, Kelly Sasser  

Music Credits: Prelude, Offertory, Postlude: public domain 

Hymn credits: “Rejoice, You Pure in Heart”, Edward H. Plumptre, Ruth Duck, Arthur H. Messiter, “My 

Life Flows On”, Robert Lowry © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission 

under ONE LICENSE, License #A-700000. All rights reserved. 

 

It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

 

 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


 

 

 



 


