
 
 

. . . Earth’s crammed with heaven, 
And every common bush afire with God; 

But only he who sees, takes off his shoes, 

The rest sit round it and pluck blackberries . . . 

from “Aurora Leigh” 

by Elizabeth Barrett Browning 

 

AUGUST 30, 2020 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

AUGUST 30, 2020 

THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome  

Presentation of Bibles – Esther Soud Parker 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:   And also with you. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Praise to the Lord” ..................................................... Georg Friedrich Kaufmann 

PRAISING GOD 

Call to Worship 

Minister: Come take off your shoes.  

People: For we are standing on holy ground.  

Minister: Come love your neighbor and do good to all around you.  

People: For we are standing on holy ground. 

Minister: Come honor God’s creation and all that God has given to us. 

People: For we are standing on holy ground. 

Hymn 25: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” ........................................ LOBE DEN HERREN 

(stanzas 1, 4, & 5, see text below) 

Time with Children – Esther Soud Parker 

OFFERING OUR PRAYERS 

Minister: Every week, as we worship together, we have the opportunity to admit to 

ourselves, to each other, and to God that we do not always live as we are called. In 

this time of confession, this time of opening our hearts, let us remember that God is 

merciful and just, eager to offer grace and love. Let us pray, first in silence. 

Silent Prayers 



Corporate Confession: Gracious God, source of all life, Lord of mercy and grace, hear 

our prayer.  We come before you in need of healing: The healing of our bodies and 

souls, the healing of our relationships, the healing of our pride and fear and apathy. 

We know that with you, nothing is impossible, not even our healing, not even the 

restoration of the whole world. We pray that you will heal us, that you will heal our 

world, so that we will be freed to serve and love and dream and be, as Christ calls us. 

Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon  

People:  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer – Dorisanne Cooper 

ATTENDING TO THE WORD 

Old Testament: Exodus 3:1-15 

Minister:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

Meditation – Dorisanne Cooper 

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Minister: Holy ground is ground made holy by God’s presence and love, ground made 

sacred by an encounter and call from God.  

People: May we recognize it when we see it, live it when called, and remember that all 

ground is holy, we just have to open our ears, our hearts and our spirits to 

God’s presence.  

Receiving of Gifts 

Offertory: “Praise to the Lord” .................................................................John H. Schaffner 

Doxology............................................................................................ LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Prayer of Dedication  

 



RESPONDING IN FAITH 

Invitation 

Hymn 66: “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” ................................................. ST. DENIO 

(stanzas 1, 3 & 4, see text below) 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Praise to the Lord”....................................................... Johann Gottfried Walther 
 

Prayer of Confession written by Beth Merrill Neil. 

Hymn credits: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”, Joachim Neander, Catherine Winkworth, Rupert Davis, 

Erneuerten Gesangbuch, and Craig Sellar Land, “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”, Walter 

Chalmers Smith © 1995, Chalice Press, All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-700000. All rights reserved. 

Music Credits:  

Prelude: Public Domain 

Offertory: Copyright 2001, Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp. 

Postlude: Public Domain  

Bulletin Cover photo is “Moses and the Burning Bush” by Deana Harvey. 

 

 
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/


 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


