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Updates from WSBC Church Council 

“Be patient toward all that is unsolved in your heart 
and try to love the questions themselves, like 
locked rooms and like books that are now written 
in a very foreign tongue. “ 
― Rainer Maria Rilke 

Since our last WSBC community meeting on February 
23rd, we’ve been living in a time of questions.  What do 
we do now?  How much suffering will come as a result 
of the virus?  Of economic uncertainty?  When will we 
get back to our regularly scheduled lives?  How do we 
continually respond in faithful ways?  

Your Church Council has been meeting regularly via 
Zoom to keep the health of WSBC and our larger com-
munity before us as we wrestle with the questions that 
emerge.  As the Chair of Church Council, I wanted to 
provide this update about what we’ve been up to: 

Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) Funding:  At a 
called meeting on May 7, 2020, Council unanimously 
voted to accept the $62,700 funding secured by our 
treasurers.  The expectation of this program is that it is 
forgivable as long as the proceeds are used for at least 
75% of payroll costs. In our case, 100% of the loan 
would be dedicated for payroll costs for 2.5 months.  
This decision was one that Council made after a great 
deal of discussion and consideration for a wide range 
of perspectives.  I encourage you to read the notes of 
this meeting when they are available as I think the dis-
cussions captured the essence of who we are as a peo-
ple.  

May 17 Congregational Meeting Cancelled:  It probably 
won’t come as a surprise to hear that we will not be 
gathering for our congregational meeting on May 17 
due to the crisis at hand.  

Mark your calendars now for a virtual community gath-
ering from 1-2 pm on Pentecost Sunday, May 31. This 
community gathering isn’t a substitute for the in-
person church meeting, but Council felt it is important 
to experiment with gathering virtually for fellowship, 
fun and connection.  More information to come!  

 

 

What happens to the agenda items we were to discuss 
at the May congregational meeting?  

Denominational Relations:  At the May meeting, we 
were scheduled to consider a recommendation from 
our Denominational Relations Committee about next 
steps.  While this process has been disrupted due to 
the virus, I want to assure you the work will move for-
ward.  Dorisanne and I are continuing to find new ways 
to engage with you around denominational relations 
discernment – both virtually and in other creative 
ways.  This work will happen concurrently with the De-
nominational Relations Committee process and will in-
form each other.  You can expect a recommendation in 
the Fall.  Michael Arges has provided an update for this 
newsletter. 

Staffing Study: This newsletter includes an update 
from the Staffing Study Group about the pause they are 
in until a future date.  

Gifts & Call: The Gifts & Call Committee will continue 
to prioritize their work and we will endorse the com-
mittee slate at a later date.  

The tasks before us: be patient and stay connected.  
The questions keep coming and will continue.  In spite 
of all the uncertainty, though, some things have re-
mained constant: the caring and faithfulness of our 
congregation to each other and to our larger communi-
ties.  Council will continue to meet regularly as always 
and minutes from our meetings will be made available 
as they are ready.  

I welcome you to contact me with any questions or 
concerns. 

With gratitude for each of you and our steadfast staff, 

Maggie Chotas 
Chair of Church Council 
919-383-4993 

 
 

Staying healthy  
and hopeful... 
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Journey Inward... 

Online Worship Services  
During Coronavirus Period 
During these days of “social distancing”, we are 
worshipping online on Sunday mornings at 11 am.  You 
can click on this link which will take you to our Watts 
Street Facebook page (you do not need a facebook 
account to watch the service and you can click “not 
now” when asked to sign up for an account).  If you 
have a Facebook account, feel free to “check in” and 
say good morning in the comments of the video.  We 
love seeing your names pop up in the comments.  The 
videos of worship continue to be available on the 
church’s Facebook page after Sunday morning. 

The bulletin for services and our Watts Street Weekly 
announcement sheets/prayer lists are emailed each 
week to the congregation.  We hope that you can join 
us for worship.  One note of preparation—if you have a 
candle in the house, set it near your computer and have 
a match or lighter ready.  At the beginning of the 
service we’ll offer a time for us to light our candles 
together.  In these challenging days remember that you 
are loved.  We hope to “see” you on Sunday! 

For the Living of These Days via Zoom 
All are welcome for this brief time of listening and 
reflection with Dorisanne on Wednesday evenings from 
6:30-7:15 p.m.  A Zoom Link is sent out in a church-
wide email on Wednesday afternoon.   

Music Notes from Melody...  
I am so thankful and appreciative to 
those who have provided some 
music recordings for our online 
services.  During this time of distancing I would love to 
have more people providing music recordings, 
especially since I have no idea when the choir will be 
able to get together again.  If you play the piano, sing, 
or play any other instrument and would consider 
recording something for future Sunday services send 
me a message (melody@wattsstreet.org).  We have so 
many talented people in our church.  I hope you will 
consider sharing that talent with us. 

Senior Adult Coordinating Council 
Tuesday, May 19 at 11 a.m. by Zoom!  We’ll email you a 
link so we can connect together and make plans for the 
Watts Street ministry with senior adults.  For more 
information, contact Kelly Sasser. 

 

Staff Schedule Change 

Due to the changing nature of these days on our work 
rhythms and in particular the end of the week (digital) 
worship preparation, the staff has moved to a collective 
day off on Mondays.  This is to replace our previous 
schedules when we each took a day off at the end of 
the week.  We have moved our Staff Meetings to 
Tuesday afternoon and will send out the Prayer 
Concern list after that meeting each week.  Please be in 
touch with us on our cell phones for any emergencies, 
but otherwise, know we’re leaning into finding some 
balance and family time on that day.  We deeply 
appreciate the encouragement to continue this 
practice during these days. 

Dates Announced for 2021 AABR! 
Let the countdown begin!  It's less than a year until the 
2021 WSBC All Ages Beach Retreat at Fort Caswell!  
Mark your calendars for April 16-18 and in the 
meantime, let's keep flattening the curve on the 
coronavirus and praying for effective vaccines… 

Thank You Note 
Dear WSBC Community, 
Thank you for walking alongside us in the time of the 
illness and death of Diannah Champion Ellis, beloved 
wife, mother, Yia-Yia and mother-in-law. Your loving 
care was evidenced in visits, prayers, food, cleaning, 
cards and so much support. You have held us up and 
the sweet memories of your hugs and love sustain us. 
The beautiful peace plants have been reminders of your 
presence even as we are physically separate in this 
time. 

We are forever grateful, 
Art Ellis 
Lizzie, Emmet and Ava Ellis-Furlong 
Maggie, Harrell, Georgia and Nick Chotas 
 
 

https://wattsstreet.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=49556dd95c7e93bb2d7fa1c39&id=76d9b1161b&e=2006e1c56a
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May/June Mission Baskets  
In May and June, our Mission Baskets 
are going “virtual” to support Families 
Moving Forward.  Visit 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
ls/37YRMS5OBSV8O?ref_=wl_share for 
an Amazon wish list where you can ship 
your donated items directly to Families 

Moving Forward.  FMF executive director, Ryan Fehrman, 
has reported that during these times of uncertainty, they 
are more reliant on financial contributions to help the 
families that they serve to stay fed and housed.  A large 
number of the parents have lost employment and the needs 
of the children have been greater without schools and day 
care in session.  He has requested financial support 
at https://www.classy.org/give/281805/#!/donation/
checkout.  Questions?  Contact Clark Godfrey 
(clarkgodfrey820@gmail.com).  

Creation Care Q&A:  
Curious about Creation Care’s 
Proclamation for Sustainability? Join 
fellow Watts Streeters by Zoom web 
or phone either Thursday, May 14, 
6:30 – 7:30 pm or Sunday, May 24, 
12:30 – 1:30 pm. We will have an 
active conversation about proposed 
church goals and actions to become a net zero emissions 
church, as well as information covered in our FAQ. If you 
have questions, please contact Grace Hancock, 
grace.hancock@duke.edu.   

Durham CAN Metro Council Meets May 21   
Watts Streeters are invited to attend the May 21 Durham 
CAN Metro Council Meeting via Zoom.  Many of the Durham 
communities we organize with are in a constant state of 
emergency even when there isn't a pandemic.  This moment 
forces us to adjust our methods and our tempo, while we 
still remain committed to action.  Please join other 
congregations and organizations at the upcoming Metro 
Council Zoom meeting: Thursday, May, 21, 6:00 pm - 7:30 
pm.  Register in advance for this meeting at: https://
zoom.us/meeting/register/v5wocu-
qqDoqtviqad13UmNVbY16T6SgGg.  After registering, you 
will receive a confirmation email containing information 
about joining the meeting.  For more information contact 
Bob Kruhm (rkruhm@nc.rr.com, 919-699-6226). 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Mass Poor People’s Assembly  
& Moral March on Washington on June 20 
...is going digital!  On June 20, join the largest digital and 
social media gathering of poor and low-wealth people, 
moral and religious leaders, advocates, and people of 
conscience in this nation’s history (see www.june2020.org 
for details).  A global pandemic is exposing even more the 
already existing crisis of systemic racism, poverty, ecological 
devastation, the war economy and militarism, and the 
distorted moral narrative of religious nationalism.  On June 
20, the 140 million poor and low-wealth people across this 
nation will be heard! 

Caring for our Neighbors During COVID-19 
In this life we cannot always do great things, but we can do 
small things with great love. – Mother Teresa 

It may be tempting to think that while we’re in social 
isolation, there’s not much we can do to help our 
neighbors.  But here are some super simple ways Watts 
Streeters can practice “social distancing” and still make a big 
difference! 

VOLUNTEER IN PERSON: 

 Urban Ministries: A team from Watts Street will provide 
the evening meal at UMD on May 21.  To help with 
grocery shopping, cake or brownie baking, food prep 
and packaging (with social distancing), or delivering, 
contact Greg Palmer at senorpalmer@gmail.com.  

 Meals on Wheels: To volunteer packing meals (using 
social distancing) or to make deliveries, contact Bob 
Kruhm at rkruhm@nc.rr.com. 

HELP FROM HOME: 
 Sew masks for relief workers.  Instructions can be found 

at www.wattsstreet.org. 
 Make a casserole or box cake for Urban Ministries.   

Contact Greg Palmer at senorpalmer@gmail.com. 
 While you’re at the grocery store (or shopping online), 

pick up 5T diapers and/or baby formula for the Diaper 
Bank.  Donations can be dropped off at the front desk of 
the church office. 

Check www.wattsstreet.org for a regularly updated list of 
WSBC Missions/Connections opportunities to care for our 
neighbors during the pandemic…there’s a LOT going on and 
something for everyone! 

Journey Outward... 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/37YRMS5OBSV8O?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/37YRMS5OBSV8O?ref_=wl_share
https://www.classy.org/give/281805/#!/donation/checkout
https://www.classy.org/give/281805/#!/donation/checkout
mailto:clarkgodfrey820@gmail.com
https://wattsstreet.org/serve/environment/
https://wattsstreet.org/serve/environment/
mailto:grace.hancock@duke.edu
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/v5wocu-qqDoqtviqad13UmNVbY16T6SgGg
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/v5wocu-qqDoqtviqad13UmNVbY16T6SgGg
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/v5wocu-qqDoqtviqad13UmNVbY16T6SgGg
mailto:rkruhm@nc.rr.com
http://www.june2020.org
mailto:senorpalmer@gmail.com
http://www.wattsstreet.org


Page 4 The WattsLine 

 

 

Denominational Relations 

Dear Watts Street Members and Friends,   

In light of COVID-19 restrictions around gathering 
together as a church body, the Denominational 
Relations Committee and Church Council are 
extending the deadline for a resolution of our 
conversations about our relationships to our 
denominational partners to October 2020.    

Denominational Relations agreed with leadership 
of Church Council that we will make a 
recommendation to Church Council regarding our 
denominational partners before we report to the 
next church business meeting.  Before the COVID 
crisis, we had planned to meet with Church 
Council in April, so that we could hear more from 
the circle meetings that Dorisanne Cooper and 
Maggie Chotas are conducting.  Feedback from 
the circle meetings will help inform decisions 
Denominational Relations recommends to Church 
Council.  As discussed at the February 2020 
church business meeting, we are not scheduled to 
send funds to our denominational partners until 
the end of 2020.   

In the meantime, the COVID crisis has also 
provided opportunities for Watts Street members 
to connect with our denominational partners in 
new ways. An example was the online gathering 
of the Alliance of Baptists on Saturday April 25. 
Using Zoom video-conferencing, the Alliance 
created spaces for small group conversations, 
corporate worship, and call to solidarity and 
action with our partners. I was one of several 
Watts Street members who participated, and it 
was encouraging to connect personally with 
Baptists across the country who are reaching out 
to help in this challenging time.  To get an idea 
of what’s happening with the Alliance, you could 
check out the video based on the gathering at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=VfvnDtjbHMs&feature=youtube.  Other 
resources for connecting in COVID time are 
available at the various websites of all of our 
current partners. 

 We face some momentous decisions about our 
church’s relationship to our siblings in Christ and 
we are working on ways to continue our relational 
work with one another in these days.  Maggie 

Chotas and Dorisanne Cooper are working on 
expanding the circle process to meet online.  
Church Council is exploring different ways that 
the whole church might gather virtually.  We 
invite your ongoing prayers for this process and 
our church family. 

Blessings, 
Michael Arges, Chair,  
Denominational Relations Committee 

Staffing Study Committee Update 
The Committee’s plan, as recently as February, was to 
have recommendations for the congregation to 
consider at the May church meeting. To that end, the 
committee had prepared tentative recommendations 
and was in the process of getting feedback from the 
staff, when March roared into town.  

Enter COVID-19, stay-at-home orders, zoom meetings 
and Facebook worship services. It is an understatement 
to say that the staff has been busy adjusting, as each of 
us has in our own individual situations. It is both an 
unusual and a stressful time.  

In light of these rapidly changing times, the committee 
has decided to hit the “pause” button until the staff can 
spend some time reflecting on how the current 
circumstances have impacted the way we “do church.” 
This pause gives the staff opportunities to lean into 
some of the changes included in the committee’s 
tentative recommendations.  The staff and this 
committee will benefit from any lessons learned in this 
process.   

When time and space become available for the staff to 
reflect, the committee will consult with them to 
consider the way this experience impacts our staffing 
models. At that point, the committee will report on the 
model it thinks will serve the church best moving 
forward.  

As always, committee members welcome comments, 
questions or concerns. Committee members are Glen 
Clayton, Jim Drennan, Hope Durack, Marisa Houser, 
Rebeca Olmedo, John Rublein, Dick Rumer, Amy Sauls, 
and Laura Webb Smith. 

 

Committee Updates 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VfvnDtjbHMs&feature=youtube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VfvnDtjbHMs&feature=youtube
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Giving to Watts Street 

While we aren’t able to take our offering each week in 
person during worship, we will continue to offer this 
reminder to you of ways to give financially to the church. 
This month we’re very glad to roll out the possibility of 
giving to our budget by text.  This is a secure process 
through VANCO, the company through whom we offer 
our other online giving options.  We’re also excited to 
offer it as a way to give to our Minute for Missions each 
month.  Here are the instructions for text giving through 
your phone to the Budget and Minute for Mission (these 
are also in the Weekly):  
 Enter the number 833-631-0344 (save this number in 
your smart phone contact list as WSBC Text Giving) 

 Send a text message to that number with the dollar 
amount (minimum of $3.00) you are giving (####).  It 
automatically goes to the Budget Fund. 
 To give to Minute for Mission, type MFM after the 
dollar amount (minimum of $3.00) you put in (#### 
MFM). 
 The first time, you will be redirected to a registration 
link.  After you complete the link, you will receive a 
verification text and a verification email.  After this initial 
donation, you do not need to register again; simply use 
the text number for future donations.   
 WSBC will receive a confidential notification of your 
donation and you will receive a verification text and 
email each time you give. 
If you have any questions please contact our financial 
secretary, Mary Martha Reed 
at finance@wattsstreet.org. 
Thank you for continuing to give through your checks to 
the church (mail to 800 Watts St. 27701), your automatic 
draft, or with online giving at wattsstreet.org/give.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking for Some Good News?  Check Out the 
2020 WSBC Virtual Variety Show! 
The WSBC Virtual Variety Show on April 24 was so much 
fun!  What a breath of fresh air during these days of 
social isolation and dis-connectedness.  Very special 
thanks to each of our performers!  The video is still 
available online for viewing.  Contact 
kelly@wattsstreet.org for the video link and password. 

Children’s Ministry: Staying Connected! 
Preschoolers and Children meet each week via Zoom 
video conferencing.  We start with “Show and Tell”, read 
a book together, share stories, play games, and sing a 
few songs.  Check your emails for our meeting times this 
week or contact Esther for more information.   

History Made: First Ever WSBC Youth Group 
Virtual Prom! 
Big thanks to everyone who showed up and showed out 
at our first ever WSBC Virtual Prom Party!  In the midst 
of a crazy and disappointing year, it was great to get 
together for a party, to dance to the music, and best of 
all, to celebrate our seniors.  Thanks to our celebrity 
guest “DJ Divas” for leading the dances, to Richie 
Freeman and Henry Mitchell for creating a virtual prom 
“dance hall”, to our Wednesday night Youth Service/
Learning crew for planning this event, and to everyone 
for going with the flow and having FUN with this! 

Congregational Updates 

Special thanks to “Church Bunny” for helping lead worship 
on May 10.  Now accepting suggestions for a good name for 
our little furry churchyard friend! 

mailto:finance@wattsstreet.org
https://wattsstreet.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=49556dd95c7e93bb2d7fa1c39&id=5c6ee5c7e9&e=2006e1c56a
mailto:kelly@wattsstreet.org
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Watts Street Baptist Church 

800 Watts Street 

Durham, NC  27701 

Phone: 919-688-1366 

Fax: 919-688-7255 

E-mail:  sherrill@wattsstreet.org 

WattsLine:  sherrill@wattsstreet.org 

Website:  www.wattsstreet.org 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH   --   “Every Member a Minister” 
CHURCH STAFF 

Tom Bloom Organist 
Dorisanne Cooper Senior Minister 
Sherrill Figuera  Office Manager 
Esther Soud Parker Minister with Children and Their Families 
Kelly Sasser Minister with Youth and Their Families 
Bobby Sturdivant Custodian 
Cara Valenti Youth Choir Director 
Melody Zentner Director of Music Ministries 

Mailing Address Label 1 
Mailing Address Label 2 

Mailing Label Address 3 

 

From Dorisanne Cooper 

Beloved Watts Streeters, 

How we miss being with you in person! And how grateful we are for ways that we can continue to connect and connect in new 
ways. We are especially grateful for the ways online gatherings are working for us. Indeed we are aware that our online con-
nections will be our way of gathering for some time to come. 

In the midst of decisions about re-opening all around us, you might be wondering what our decisions will be as a church in this 
area. To speak to this directly—we are not in a hurry to re-gather in person. This is not a measure of how much we might want 
to or how much we wish we could. As we consider what plans might work best for us as a community, we are putting together 
a task force of Watts Street folks ranging from those in the medical community to those with knowledge about public health, 
building use, cleaning protocol and all kinds of mitigation efforts we need to be aware of. This group will assist the staff and 
Church Council in working our way through decisions in this constantly evolving situation over the weeks and months to come. 
What we especially want you to hear is that we are going to be patient and thoughtful about this and continue to be creative 
about how we engage. The last thing we want to do is put anyone at risk.  

As we approach Pentecost the last Sunday of this month, we are aware that since its earliest days the church has taken shape 
and lived out its call in many different ways. We are surely in days now where we must lean into the Spirit of God to guide us 
so that our deepest creativity and compassion for one another and the world leads us in new ways. What a gift to be in the 
midst of this generous and caring congregation as we do this work together.  

This blessing and benediction from Nancy Hastings Sehested at the conclusion of the Alliance of Baptists online gathering last 
month says well how we might approach this time. I offer it as a blessing for you and us all in these days. 

May our first responder, God, 
be the merciful presence in the midst of absence. 

May we breathe freely in body and spirit, 
and shelter in the place of God’s grace and love. 

May our eyes stay opened to seeing 
we are one body created to cherish each other and this one earth home. 

May we walk on in courage, 
following the risen Christ, 

leaning into the wild wonder 
that something holy and extraordinary 

can still happen in us, between us and all around us in this hurting and hoping world.  
  


