
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
 
 

MAY 3, 2020 

WATTS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

MAY 3, 2020 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

CREATION CARE SERIES 1/4 

GATHERING 

Chimes 

Welcome – Dorisanne Cooper 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

People:   And also with you. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Light 

Prelude: “Sister Moon” (see music note below) ........................................ James Woodman 

PRAISING GOD 

Minister:   Come, worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

People:   Holiness present in the silent pulse of the earth beneath us. 

Minister:   Holiness present in the beating of the sun and stars. 

People:   Holiness present in the chorus of life, breathing together, even during difficult 

days. 

Minister: God of creation, open us to the beauty in and around us in this hour of 

worship. 

People: Come, let us worship the Lord, the Creator of heaven and earth! 

Hymn 22: “All Creatures of Our God and King” .............................. LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Stanzas 1-3 (see text below) 

Time with Children – Esther Soud Parker 

Solo: “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands” ..................................... WHOLE WORLD 

OFFERING OUR PRAYERS 

Minister: People of God, in whom are you trusting?  Our help is in the name of the 

Lord who made heaven and earth.  We offer our prayers of petition and confession, 

first in silence. 

 



Silent Prayers 

Corporate Confession: Creator God, the natural world is bursting forth with messages of 

your love and faithfulness.  And yet, we are often so busy or preoccupied that we 

miss the flower opening up to the morning sunshine or the melody of the songbird 

hidden in the tree.  Forgive us when we isolate or distance ourselves from the beauty 

and majesty of your creation.  Have mercy on us when we de-value our connection 

with the earth and the earth’s connection with you.  Help us see signs of resurrection 

and new life all around us and remind us each day, “The earth is the Lord’s and 

everything in it!”  In the name of Jesus Christ, and for the sake of the new creation, 

we pray. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Prayer 

ATTENDING TO THE WORD 

Psalter: Psalm 104:1-30, 33 (The Message) 

Minister: The Word of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Meditation – Dorisanne Cooper 

Silence 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

Creation Care Reflection 

Minister:   We enjoy the gift of being surrounded by the beauty, diversity, and power of 

God’s creation.  We are also called to be its faithful stewards and caretakers. 

People:  Let us offer back our gifts of money, skills, service, and commitment to our 

ongoing shared work with our Creator. 

Receiving of Gifts 

Doxology............................................................................................ LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Christ is alive!  Let Christians sing, Let Christendom with praises ring.  

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Christ is alive!  This be our song!  To God all praises now belong. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Prayer of Dedication 



CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Invitation to the Table and the Words of Institution 

Celebration of Communion 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

RESPONDING IN FAITH 

Invitation 

Hymn 86: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” ......................................................... FAITHFULNESS 

Stanzas 1-2 (see text below) 

Benediction 

Carrying the Light into the World 

Postlude: “Mother Earth” (see music note below) ..................................... James Woodman 

 

Liturgists: Esther Soud Parker, Kelly Sasser 

Call to Worship adapted from “Beauty of Holiness”,  

Bulletin cover photo from iStockphoto.com/myhrcat 

Music Note: Today’s Prelude and Postlude are from James Woodman’s “All Creatures of Our 

God and King: Five Meditations for Organ on ‘Lasst uns erfreuen’.” Woodman bases his 

meditations on St. Francis of Assisi’s early 13th century poem “Canticle of Brother Sun and 

Praise of All Creatures,” which is considered the first great religious poem in the Italian 

language (and is considered by some to be the first poem in Italian, rather than Latin).  St. 

Francis is said to have written this on his deathbed and taken as his inspiration the song sung 

by the three young men cast into the fiery furnace by Nebuchadnezzar.    William Draper’s 

paraphrase creates seven hymn stanzas out of Francis’ simple 14 lines and is found in many 

hymnals; The Chalice Hymnal adapted 4 stanzas for Hymn 22.  In “Sister Moon,” listen for 

the shimmer of moonlight on land and water; in “Mother Earth,” listen for the solid 

foundation of the world and the grandeur of soaring mountains; both contain fragments of the 

tune “Lasst uns erfreuen,” an old tune made popular again by Ralph Vaughan Williams’ 1906 

harmonization. 

 
It is the practice and policy of Watts Street Baptist Church 

to welcome and affirm all persons, regardless of race, class, origin,  

sexual orientation, or any other distinction. 

We welcome as Members those who profess “Jesus is Lord.” 

We receive members through baptism or by transfer of letter from another congregation. 

We also welcome Friends who maintain membership elsewhere. 

Watts Street Baptist Church     (919) 688-1366     www.wattsstreet.org 

http://www.wattsstreet.org/

